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You may not know all the answers, but
you probably won’t be asked all the
questions either

— Quips and Quotes

AUGUST 22, 2002VOL. 29, No. 34

See BRIEFS, Page 5

SEISD trustee leader
Laura Zuniga, a trustee on the San Elizario
School Board of Trustees, is one of 36
school board members statewide to par-
ticipate in the Texas Association of School
Boards 2002-2003 leadership program,
Leadership TASB. Educational topics,
critical leadership experiences and expo-
sure to key players in state and national
education are all benefits of the program.
Zuniga’s class will conclude in late Sep-
tember during the annual TASA/TASB
convention in Austin.

Socorro star
Brittany Gamboa has been called the little
girl with the big voice, and for good rea-
son. Now the 12-year-old 7th grader at
Socorro’s Salvador Sanchez Middle
School has won the “Young Miss” divi-
sion of the Grand National Finals of the
Miss American Starlet Scholarship Pag-
eant in Palm Springs, California, Aug. 10-
11. She competed against 90 contestants
from the U.S., Canada and Japan. “She
sings a variety of songs…for organizations
and restaurants all over El Paso,” said her
mother, Rachel Gamboa. “We just received
word that she has been selected to open for
‘Barney’ in  El Paso Oct. 5.” Brittany will
receive a $500 savings bond in March when
the regional Miss American Starlet pageant
visits El Paso, her mother said.

MTA airport exhibit
A special exhibit at the El Paso International
Airport which features the El Paso area mis-
sions will open to the public on Thursday,
Aug. 22 at 11 a.m. County and city officials
will be on hand, as well as special guests.
Entitled The Path of the Padres — Discover
El Paso’s Historic Missions, the exhibit is
sponsored by the Mission Trail Association.
Eight illustrated panels showcase the mis-
sions, as designed by Bill Kwiecinski, a lo-
cal artist. For more information call Mary
Davis at 915-534-0630.

In other news
■ The El Paso County Water Authority
billing and payment department, which
serves the Horizon area, will be tempo-
rarily relocated beginning Monday, Aug.
19, in Ste. 6, 1500 Horizon Blvd. while
the administrative building undergoes
renovation. The office phone number and
mailing address will remain the same.
Work is expected to be complete by the
end of October. Trash collection will be
provided as usual on Labor Day, Sept. 3,
according to an EPCWA release.

■ The annual “Meet the Lions” event
which kicks off the Clint High School
sports season will be held Aug. 26 at 6:30
p.m. in the new gym on the Clint High
campus, 12625 Alameda. Introduction of
coaches and athletes in all areas of sports
will be featured, the Lion Pride Drum Line
will perform, and the event will conclude
with watermelon served on the school’s
front lawn. A subsequent event, on Aug.
27, will be sponsored by the Clint High
Athletic Booster Club at the Library West
Conference room at 6 p.m. to inform and

SAN ELIZARIO — It was a promise kept.
Virginia Padilla, principal of Alarcon El-

ementary in the San Elizario school district,
had promised superintendent Mike Quatrini
that her campus would earn “Recognized” sta-
tus with the Texas Education Agency.

She subsequently had hoped that Quatrini
had forgotten that promise but her doubts have
proved groundless. She is off the hook.

Alarcon, along with Sambrano Elementary,
was honored for achieving Recognized status
by the board of trustees at its Aug. 14 meeting.
The recognition comes from the TEA for high
scores on the TAAS tests.

“It takes a whole village to educate a child,”
Padilla told board members. “This award goes
to my teachers who have worked so hard. They
are the instruments who lead us to our success.”

— Photo by Dick Harshberger

NEW QUARTERS FOR ADMIN — The San Elizario Board of Trustees met in the new
Administratio Building to honor several schools who have earned TEA Recognized
status. The cotton fields near the new structure reminds visitors of the community’s
agricultural roots.

By Don Woodyard�
Courier Staff Writer

Principal keeps promise by leading
campus to TEA Recognized status

Padilla said she made the promise to Quatrini
in the spring of 2001 when she was hired to
take over as principal from Sylvia Hopp. “Ev-
eryone is an eagle; no one is a chicken,” Padilla
said she told her students.

Quatrini recalls Padilla’s pledge and the spe-
cial challenges that it carried — a new principal
with many new teachers to fulfill that promise.

Quatrini later pointed out that many of the
schools fell short of Recognized ranking by
only a few points in key areas.

“All schools did excellently,” he said.
The recognitions came amid a new setting.

The school district held its first board meeting
in the new central administration building on
Chicken Ranch Road.

“It’s here,” said Dan Gonzalez, Urban
Associate’s construction manager for the
project. “We’re proud of what we’ve turned
over.” He later said he’d put this administration

HORIZON CITY — During the regular
Horizon City council meeting on Tuesday,
Aug. 13, a presentation was given by the El
Paso City-County Health District regarding
code violation surveys.

Sam Jarvis, senior inspector for the Envi-
ronmental Health Department, informed
Council the health district will be conducting
surveys to enforce County codes regarding en-
vironmental health. It is their mission to pro-
vide quality public health services to citizens
of El Paso county, to prevent disease, and pro-
mote a safe and healthy environment.

Areas to be surveyed include: health and
safety, nuisances and general sanitation, gar-
bage, refuge and other waste issues, Texas
water code, and vectors and vermin control.
Citizens in violation of any codes will be
notified by mail or in person. Inspectors will
conduct timely follow-up inspections and
monitor progress.

If after 31 days the violator is still not in
compliance a complaint will be filed with
the respective Justice of the Peace in the pre-
cinct having jurisdiction. Violators could be
fined a maximum fine per day for every day
they are in violation of the county code. A
detailed description of all Environmental
Code is available to the public by contact-
ing the El Paso City county Health and En-
vironmental District.

In other business, City council approved
El Paso Electric Company’s application to
amend its governmental street lighting and
signal service rate.

A resolution authorizing the Horizon City
to partner with El Paso County Water Au-
thority in an application for a solid waste
grant was approved by City Council.

Council also approved the first reading of
Ordinance No. 0100 authorizing the collec-
tion of property taxes and setting a tax rate
for year 2002-2003 to include the record vote
for publication. The public hearing is set for
Thursday, Aug. 29, 2002.

City-County Health
District to conduct
inspections in Horizon
City  for code violations

By Arleen Beard�
Special to the Courier

SOCORRO — During the regularly sched-
uled City Council meeting on Thursday, Aug.
15, the Socorro City Council approved Mayor
Irma Sanchez’s recommendation for the new
city attorney for the city of Socorro, Texas.

Mayor Sanchez named Francisco
Dominguez as her recommendation.
Dominguez is a 1985 Socorro High School
graduate. His specialties include Labor and
Employment. Dominguez will replace Rich-
ard Contreras who has been the city attorney
for many years and decided to submit his res-
ignation earlier this year.

Prior to the beginning of the meeting, Gerald
W. Cichon, a representative of CLEAT (Com-
bined Law Enforcement Associations of Texas)
presented Mayor Sanchez with an injunction
which includes a restraining order to keep

City of Socorro gains new attorney but loses interim police chief
Council from ratifying the approval of appoint-
ment of Irma Molina as Interim Police Chief.

Cichon is representing Sgt. Manuel Ponce
who was removed from his duties as Interim
Chief of Police two weeks ago.

Cichon’s injunction may have been a moot
point, however, since Irma Molina verbally
resigned from the police department while
speaking with Interim City Clerk Terri
Rodriguez on Aug. 16. Rodriguez said
Molina left  to accept a new position work-
ing for the El Paso International Airport in
the Security Department.

Council simply tabled the agenda item to
approve Molina and took no action.

In other business — after several episodes
of controversy that included a 15 minute re-
cess due to disagreements between the audi-
ence and the police department — City Coun-
cil approved the consent agenda including the
item for the cause of the controversy.

That item was approval for Attorney Chris

Borunda to give an orientation to new Civil
Service commissioners on Aug. 17.

There were also two public hearings held.
The first hearing was regarding Ordinance No.
222, Amendment No. 2, an ordinance creating
a local on-call tow-truck services provider list
and establishing rules and regulations for op-
eration in Socorro. The other hearing re-
garded an ordinance adopting a budget for
the fiscal year commencing October 1, 2002
and ending on Sept. 30, 2003 for the City of
Socorro, Texas.

There was no public input for the hearing
on Ordinance No. 222.

Ricardo Ortiz, concerned citizen and a
member of the Civil Service Commission
did commend Mayor Sanchez, Council-
woman Gloria Rodriguez along with all the
city department heads for their hard work
on preparing the budget.

Both ordinances were approved after the
public hearings were closed.

By Arleen Beard�
Special to the Courier

See SAN ELIZARIO, Page 2
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One perspective
By Francis Shrum
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There’s a joke about the Potato
Princess who fell in love with 60
Minutes pundit Andy Rooney.

Her mother, the Potato Queen, ob-
jected. Oh no, my dear, you can’t
marry him, the queen said. He’s not
royalty — he’s just a common-tater.

Well, I’m about as common a tater
as you’ll ever run across, and I am
always surprised and a little amused
when people take what I say too se-
riously.

This happened resoundingly after
I said the acceptance of Socorro Su-
perintendent Don Schulte’s resigna-
tion was politically motivated.

Every common-tater needs a good
hand-slapping now and then. But
even though I’m good and red-
handed now, I don’t agree with my
hand-slappers on this one.

Anyone who reads the paper or
watches the news has to know that
the average life-span of a
superintendent’s position at any one
school district is approximately the
same as that of a common housefly
— just long enough to irritate the
housewife until she takes you out
with a swatter.

Many superintendents say pri-
vately that their effectiveness is
roughly equivalent to the length of
time the board that hired them stays
in office. Newly elected board
members have often promised they
will correct all the “faults” in the
sitting administration and they
have a point prove — which makes
a superintendent’s job next to im-
possible.

Many hours spent sitting through
meetings of locally elected officials
taught me the signs of a board in-
fected with the politics virus, mean-

A red-handed
common-tater

ing that a newly elected person — or
persons — with an agenda other than
just tending to the often mundane
business of running a public entity
is, as Mr. Webster puts it, “seeking
to control government.”

This is usually accomplished by
pointing out what a poor job Every-
body Else is doing.

These symptoms are universal and
unmistakable, and Socorro’s school
board  has them all.

Some folks in the Socorro district
who openly disliked Dr. Schulte are
sure that a new superintendent will
make everything all better. I hate to
bust their bubble, but things aren’t
going to be all that much different.
The conditions that the public
schools face are way beyond the con-
trol of one superintendent or even one
school board.

There will be a honeymoon period
after the new guy is hired, but it will
wax and wane, and as board mem-
bership changes he or she will move
on.

We were given the “you-can’t-
print-my-name-but-this-is-what-re-
ally-happened” version of Dr.
Schulte’s personal family problems.
Still, he had worked successfully in
the district all the way from begin-
ning classroom teacher to superinten-
dent over a span of 25 years — with
many notable accomplishments
along the way — and that kind of
work history and knowledge is rare
these days. It will be hard to replace.

Even with the rumor-mongering he
maintained the solid support of al-
most half the sitting board who could
recognize the fallacy of throwing the
baby out with the bath water.

I don’t respect the Socorro ISD
board majority for letting him walk
without trying to work something
out. The answer as to why they did is
elementary.

It’s politics.

• • •
While I’m already suffering from

a good hand-slapping, let me also
apologize for using the word “horde”
incorrectly in last week’s column as

pointed out by an alert reader. It
should have been spelled “hoard.”
I’ve like to blame it on my spell-
checker but that excuse just won’t
“hold water.”

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — The
Clint Independent School District
Board of Trustees named Dr. Donna
Smith, former Tornillo ISD superin-
tendent and Region 19’s School Fi-
nance Specialist on Aug. 16 as the
finalist for the district’s superinten-
dent vacancy.

In accordance with the Texas Gov-
ernment Code 552.126, the Board
must give public notice of the name
of the finalist being considered. This
notice must be given at least 21 days
before the date of the meeting in which
a final action or vote is taken on the
employment of a superintendent.

“This spring, due to my expertise
in school business operations, I was
offered an opportunity to work in a
new position created by the Texas
Education Agency as the School Fi-
nance Specialist for our region,” said
Smith, who has 24 years of Texas
public school experience. “While this
work provides an opportunity to be a
resource to all the districts, I find that
my heart is much closer to the stu-

building up against any other com-
parable building in the area.

“I was proud to build it; it is their
gem.”

He said he was “fine tuning” the
building, taking care of minor work
yet to be completed. It should be
ready for final turnover to the dis-
trict by the middle of September.

A light-hearted moment came dur-
ing a discussion on job descriptions by
Ernie Rodriguez. In replying to a ques-
tion from a board member, Rodriguez
inadvertently blurted out, “May I remind
the court — “ There was laughter as he

quickly corrected himself.
Rodriguez’ remark may have

been prompted by the imposing new
setting in the board room — dark
paneling on the walls and dark pan-
eling on the raised platform where
the board members sit.

In other action, the board:
• Approved the annual shared ser-

vice agreement with the Regional
Day School for the Deaf for two stu-
dents from SEISD.

• Approved the basically un-
changed district goals for the 2002-
03 school year.

• Approved the student code of
conduct for the new school year.

• Approved workers’ compensation
self-insurance program for the district.

San Elizario
From Page 1
____________________

Clint ISD board of trustees approves finalist for superintendent
By Debra Dominguez
Special to the Courier

dents and district administration.
Therefore, I am pleased to have had
the opportunity to present myself as
a candidate for this position.”

The Clint ISD Board of Trustees
will officially vote to approve the fi-
nalist position for the district’s super-
intendent at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 9 at
Carroll T. Welch Middle School, lo-
cated at 14510 McMahon Dr. off
Horizon Blvd.

“Dr. Smith is a very qualified su-
perintendent from the Tornillo Inde-
pendent School District,” Clint ISD
Interim Superintendent Ken George
said. “She knows the area and the
unique demands it creates for the
education of our children. And she is
highly specialized in school business
operations. She’s also very articulate,
very bright and is definitely a woman
who does her homework.”
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Earn extra money
at Tax Time

with

H&R BLOCK
• THOUSANDS of people learn to prepare income tax
returns from H&R Block and then earn money as income tax
preparers. H&R Block, the world’s largest income tax
preparation service, offers its Income Tax Course starting
September 3, 2002. Morning, evening and weekend
classes are available.

• IDEAL FOR people who want to increase their tax
knowledge, the course teaches students how to save money
on their taxes and also prepares them for a rewarding career.

• TEXT BOOKS and supplies are included in the fee.
Qualified graduates of the course may be offered job
interviews with H&R Block but are under no obligation to
accept employment.

• THOSE INTERESTED in more information about the
H&R Block Income Tax Course may visit out Website at:
www.hrblock.com/tax or call:

For Eastside, Lower Valley or Socorro locations call us at:

772-8484
For Central, Northeast or Westside locations call us at:

755-1315
Ofrecemos clases bilingues.

PUBLIC MEETING
The Transportation Policy Board (TPB) of the El Paso
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will hold a
PUBLIC MEETING on FRIDAY, AUGUST 23, 2002,
at 9:00 A.M., at The El Paso MPO Office, c/o
The Gateway Business Center, 10767 Gateway
Blvd. West, Suite 605, El Paso, Texas 79935, to
discuss the following agenda:

1. Approval of Minutes.

2. Election of Officers:

a. Chairman;

b. Vice-Chairman.

3. Discussion and Action to Appoint Six TPB Voting
      Members to the Executive Committee.

4. Discussion and Action to Adopt the 2003 Schedule of
      Meetings for the Transportation Policy Board.

5. Discussion and Action to Televise the Monthly Meetings
      of the Transportation Policy Board.

6. Discussion and Action to Accept the Recommendations
      of the Executive Committee on the Following Items:

a. 2002-2003 Performance Plan for the Executive
             Director of the MPO;

b. 2002-2003 Performance Evaluation Form;

c. Renewing the MPO Office Lease.

7. Discussion and Action to Amend the 2002-2006
      Transportation Improvement Program by Increasing
      Funding for the Transportation Management System
      Project # S004X Phase 7 & 10.

8. Current Status of the Lee Trevino Drive Extension
      Including Estimated Timeframe for Implementation.

9. Director’s Report:

a. TEA-21 Reauthorization;

b. Trans Texas Corridor Update.

Under federal legislation, the MPO, through the TPB has an
expanded role in transportation project selection and pro-
gramming in El Paso County and the City of Sunland Park,
New Mexico.  For more information call the MPO Office at
(915) 591-9735.

WTCC: 08/22/02

Dear Editor:
Mr. Ed Archuleta’s letter from the

PSB tells us that we don’t need an
overseeing water board for El Paso
County. Yet, at present, there are
many boards in the county with con-
flicting water needs.

A body of persons with impeccable
reputations, keen intelligence and
morals, is the only way to solve our
denied water problems.

I have property in El Paso, Clint
and in Ft. Davis. Ed can’t represent
those conflicting needs. That new
board should also have the “you-
know-what” to control urban sprawl
in the city and county by restricting
water and building. Ed’s proposition
of charging builders impact fees, for
all new construction, is a good start
and they should be stiff.

As for colonias, it is immoral for a
society not to curtail self-inflicted
poverty: i.e. allowing persons to have
children they can’t support, feed,
medicate and educate.  It’s the igno-
rance of the parents, potential par-
ents, but primarily of society, that
allows the infliction of poverty.
Bringing little angels into poverty to
suffer is the greatest sin.

As for the 1996 legislation giving
Ed water control, that’s politics. Get-
ting politics out of our “water prob-
lems” would be another function of
the new board, hence, the problem
in accepting its creation.

Carlos J. Corella Sr.

El Paso, Clint, and Ft. Davis

Dear Editor:
This is an open letter to the Mayor

of Socorro: Thank you, Mayor Irma
Sanchez, for taking a stand with issues
that have been neglected for so long.
There has been enough negative pub-
licity against you and I feel it neces-
sary to express my support for you.

If members of council would have
the same energy to work for the city
as they do when it comes to negative
publicity, great strides would be
taken for the community of Socorro.
It was about time someone came into
office with no political interest and
proceed to clean house in order to
move forward. You are the CEO of
over 27,000 citizens, including coun-
cil members.

Council members were elected to
help the mayor attain what we, the citi-
zens of Socorro, so desperately need:
prosperity, growth and positive living.
Instead, council seems to be attacking
every move you make, leaving us to
wonder what is at stake for council
members if such changes were to pre-
vail. Everyone’s political aspect must
be put aside, that is the only way the
goals set forth will be met.

Mayor Sanchez, you have a vision
which came across to over 300 vot-
ers, and council was elected to help
unravel those visions. New people
must come in to oversee our public
servant offices and our court system.
And after the poor attitude displayed
by our police officers at the last coun-

cil meeting, I am more convinced that
new faces need to be brought into the
police department.

This attitude is what these police
officers carry with them onto the
streets leaving a negative impression
on those officials that oversee the
department. Those with no personal
vendettas and no personal gain are
going to be the individuals to help
the city move forward. So I urge
council to have a stronger backbone
and not be influenced by politics
when making such crucial decisions
for the City of Socorro.

Those council members that have
been in office for more than one term
and those of you that claim to have
been involved for many years should
know what needs to be changed.
Therefore, if council so wishes to
continue with controversy and chaos
they must be aware that the neces-
sary procedures for a recall will take
place. Individuals that are willing to
dedicate their time in a positive and
professional manner are the kind of
individuals that we need overseeing
our city.

Do not give up, Mayor Sanchez,
and continue to work for the citizens
and do not be intimidated by the poli-
tics that go on around you.

Your integrity and knowledge (has
seen) us through many hurdles that
existed before you came into office
and (will see us through) those yet to
come. Stand firm and strong.

Denise Ramirez
Socorro

Write stuff

Socorro ISD board approves employee raises
EAST EL PASO COUNTY — The

2002-2003 compensation plan for
District employees was approved by
the Socorro ISD school board at the
regularly scheduled meeting held on
July 23rd.

The beginning teacher salary
was increased by $800 from

$32,000 to $32,800, resulting in an
$800 plus step increase for teach-
ers with one to 27 years of experi-
ence. Teachers with 28 or more
years of experience will receive a
$1,000 raise. The average increase

See SOCORRO ISD, Page 5
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Classified Ads

View from here   By Texas Rep. Tom Ramsay  (D)

LEGAL

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT
Invitation to Bid/

Respond:

Sealed bids/proposals/
CSP to furnish the District
with the following prod-
ucts and/or services ac-
cepted at the following
times:

LIBRARY SUPPLIES
CSP NO.199-0903-0295

TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 3, 2002,

2:30 P.M.

Proposals will be re-
ceived at Business Ser-
vices Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El Paso,
Texas  79928 until the
specified times. Detailed
specifications are avail-
able from the above of-
fice between 8 a.m. and
4 p.m. Mondays through
Fridays.
WTCC-8/22/02
________________________

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT
Invitation to Bid/

Respond:

Sealed bids/proposals/
CSP to furnish the District
with the following prod-

ucts and/or services ac-
cepted at the following
times:

DOCUMENT IMAGING
SERVICES

CSP NO.199-0822-0294
THURSDAY, AUGUST

22, 2002, 2:30 P.M.

Proposals will be re-
ceived at Business Ser-
vices Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El Paso,
Texas  79928 until the
specified times. Detailed
specifications are avail-
able from the above of-
fice between 8 a.m. and
4 p.m. Mondays through
Fridays.
WTCC-8/22/02
________________________

As per Article V, Sec.
5.05(a), all owners and
lienholders have ten (10)
days from this date to re-
claim their vehicles at
Southwest Wrecker,
1401 Darrington Rd.,
855-1900, 851-2091-fax,
or it will be sold at public
auction for charges:
VIN -
IFAF0P52UXWGI37293,
Ford Taurus, gray, 182-
GBE
VIN -
IFABP28BOCC125443,
Ford stationwagon,
beige, DBC-941
VIN -
IGNGRZ6NZJFI60227,

Chevy Suburban, gray
and white, 4NUB637
WTCC-8/22/02
________________________

TOWN OF
HORIZON CITY
HORIZON CITY,

TEXAS

Request for Proposal:
The Town of Horizon City
invites qualified engineer-
ing firms or individuals to
respond to a Request for
Qualifications (RFQ) for
engineering services for
a Texas Community De-
velopment Program grant
proposal to be submitted
on Sept. 26, 2002. Re-
sponses to this RFQ
must be received by 5
p.m. on Sept. 4, 2002 at
14999 Darrington Rd.,
Horizon City, Texas
79928. A copy of the RFQ
may be picked up at the
address listed. For more
information, please con-
tact Sandra Sierra at
(915) 852-1046.
WTCC-8/22/02
________________________

BARGAINS

1998 Dodge SLT, 3/4
pickup, red, 4X4, quad-
cab, Cummins diesel
engine. Automatic, A/C.
Custom grill-guard and
head-ache rack.
$15,000 OBO. 852-

1980 or 852-3235.
________________________

EMPLOYMENT

TOWN OF
HORIZON CITY
HORIZON CITY,

TEXAS

The Town of Horizon City
is accepting applications
for the following P/T po-
sitions requiring the
knowledge of computer
software such as access,
excel and work. Abilities:
communicate effectively
both orally and in written
form.

• Administrative Recep-
tionist - High school di-
ploma or GED, some col-
lege plus one year cleri-
cal experience. Answer
phones and assist visi-
tors.

• Administrative Assistant
to Town Clerk - High
school diploma or GED,
30 hours college pre-
ferred and two years
clerical experience.
Maintain records, pre-
pare reports and assist
with council meetings.

Applications along with a
brief resume will be ac-
cepted on Monday, Aug.
26 - Aug. 30 until 5 p.m.
For additional information

call 915-852-1046.
WTCC-8/22/02
________________________

TOWN OF
HORIZON CITY
HORIZON CITY,

TEXAS

The HORIZON CITY
POLICE DEPARTMENT
is accepting applications
for five (5) full-time and
six (6) part-time Police
Officers. Applicant must
be 21 yrs. old, have a HS
Diploma or GED, US Citi-
zen, TCLEOSE Peace
Officer License, NO
Felony convictions. Start-
ing salary (for F/T)
$20,000/yr., increase
available w/experience.
Benefits (for F/T): Holi-
days, vacation, sick days,
health, retirement plan,
OT and Comp. Time. Ap-
plications will be ac-
cepted on Monday, Au-
gust 26th – August 30th
until 5:00 p.m. For addi-
tional information call
(915) 852-1047. EOE.
WTCC-8/22/02
________________________

PETS

FOUND: Your lost pet
may be staying at my
house. Small dog found
in Horizon City last week.
Has obviously been
loved. Call 852-1980 to

identify.
________________________

REAL ESTATE

LOTS WITH UTILITIES:
Horizon area. Close to
schools. Five minutes to
grocery, bank, gas, bak-
ery, deli and other ameni-
ties. One-quarter to one
acre. Financing avail-
able. 852-3069.
7/11-8/29
________________________

SELF-HELP
OPPORTUNITIES

Alcoholics Anonymous
Group Paso Del Norte
meets at 8501 Kingsway
in Westway, Monday-
Saturday, 8 p.m. Call
886-4948 for information.

Alcohólicos Anónimos
Grupo Paso Del Norte
sesiones lunes a sabado,
a 8-9 de la tarde, 8501
Kingsway, Westway. 886-
4948 para informacion.
________________________

Persons who have a
problem with alcohol are
offered a free source of
help locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous Group 8 de
Enero meets at 15360
Horizon Blvd. in Horizon
City on Mondays through
Saturdays at 8 p.m. Call

859-0484 for information.

Tiene problemas con el
alcohol? Hay una
solucíon. Visitemos.
Alcohólicos Anónimos,
Grupo 8 de Enero, 15360
Horizon Blvd., Horizon
City, sesiones lunes a
sábado a 8 de la tarde.
Informacion: 859-0484.
________________________

SERVICES

RITE-FLO
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Interior and Exterior
Remodeling and

Repairs
Painting and Tile Work
Landscaping and More!
Give us a call, we can

build it or fix it.
852-3949

________________________

“Windshield Ding —
Gimme a Ring”

JIFFY
GLASS
REPAIR

Windshield Repair
Specialists

By appt. at your home
or office:

R.V. Dick Harshberger
915-852-9082

________________________

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR
Domestic and Foreign

852-3523
1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

________________________

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

• Electric rooter service
for sewers and drains
• Appliance installation
• Many other plumbing
services
Licensed, bonded and

insured for your
protection.

________________________

AL’S PLACE, INC.
Household or Commer-

cial Storage
and Yard Space

Fenced and Lighted
Security System

No Deposit
418 Kenazo, Horizon

City
852-3949

________________________

Y&M
AIRCONDITIONING

852-1516 or 726-3768
Licensed & Insured

Commercial/Residential
Heating & Cooling

Refrigerated Air
Heat Pumps
Duct Work
Appliances

VISA & MasterCard
TX Lic.#TACLA021147E

Free Estimates on
New Installations

The Courier spoke with Rep. Joe
Pickett (D) about the possibility of
a special session regarding home
owners insurance and Rep. Tom
Ramsay’s (D) editorial on the
subject.

Pickett pointed out that in addi-
tion to calling back house mem-
bers, the staff for each member
would also have to re-
turn should a special
session be called.

Pickett told the Cou-
rier that mold and hail
were being cited by the
insurance companies as
the cause for increased
policy premiums. He
said he had not seen a
CNN report stating the
insurance industry had
$300 billion in reserves,
but said the investigation
into the companies pricing will be
thorough — including the possibil-
ity that the companies’ may have
suffered stock market losses as did
other investments funds.

Pickett sent the Courier the fol-
lowing statement:

 “As big of an issue (as the
home insurance crisis is), i t
would not provide any immedi-
ate relief or better understand-
ing of what needs to be done by

There is currently an unwarranted
controversy regarding whether or not
there is a need to call a special ses-
sion of the Legislature to
deal with the homeowners’
insurance crisis.

Of course we need a spe-
cial session. Every day,
9,100 Texans have no
choice but to renew their in-
surance policies. Every
month, another 273,000
Texans experience sticker
shock when they open their
renewals and discover that
their premium is going up
an average of almost 80 per-
cent. Many consumers are forced to
raise their deductibles as high as
$10,000 and drastically alter the qual-
ity of their coverage just to be able to
afford the resulting increase in mort-
gage payments. And remember, your
mortgage payment will go up enough
to pay this year’s premium plus
enough to cover next year. That means
many Texans who are already strug-
gling financially will lose their homes.

Even though the House Insurance
Committee chairman and several of
its members have said a special ses-
sion is needed, Gov. Rick Perry does
not believe the situation is critical
enough to act. I believe Perry is dead
wrong in not calling the Legislature
to Austin right away.

First, the homeowner’s insurance
crisis meets every criterion for spe-
cial legislative relief. It is statewide.
It affects virtually all Texans. It has a
disproportionate impact on Texans
living on fixed incomes, including
most working families and seniors.
While Texas has had the highest in-
surance rates in the nation for years,
an increase of as much as 80 percent
in one year clearly creates an emer-
gency and raises suspicion as to the
validity of the increase.

Families could lose their
homes in insurance crisis

Second, the problem has a legisla-
tive solution. We can close the loop-
hole freeing “Lloyd’s” companies

from rate supervision. We
can force insurance com-
panies to justify their rates
to the Texas Department of
Insurance and empower
the agency to review and
approve or deny the pro-
posed increases. We could
and should take this action
with emergency enactment
clauses on the first day of
the special session. With
the Governor’s signature
this loophole could be ad-

dressed almost immediately. This may
not be the final solution but it would
be a very good start.

Third, failure to act now will force
this issue onto one of the most inex-
perienced and possibly divided Leg-
islatures we’ve seen in years. Look-
ing ahead to 2003 does not paint a
very rosy picture.

• There will be a new Lt. Gover-
nor leading the Senate. While John
Sharp has extensive legislative expe-
rience and both candidates have held
statewide office, it will take time for
either to put together a staff, make
committee assignments and be about
the business of running the Senate.
There will be at least five new Sena-
tors and three new committee chairs.
And don’t forget the possibility of a
Lt. Governor and a Senate becom-
ing embroiled in a divisive fight over
the powers of the Lt. Governor.

• For the first time in twelve years,
there will be a race for Speaker of
the House. Current Speaker Pete
Laney (D-Hale Center) may survive
even if there is a Republican major-
ity in the House after the November
elections. But there are several Re-
publican candidates for speaker and
pressure from state and national Party

leaders for a united effort to elect a
Republican speaker. Regardless of
the outcome, blood will be spilled. If
Laney holds on, he will not be un-
scathed, nor will others. And even in
years without a speaker’s race, it typi-
cally takes three weeks or more to
make committee assignments and
another two weeks for committees to
organize and begin holding substan-
tive hearings. It’s hard to imagine a
bill passing both the House and Sen-
ate and being signed into law before
mid March. By then, another 2 mil-
lion Texans will have been ripped off.

• There will be a huge turnover and
loss of leadership in the House this
session. While we won’t know until
November exactly how many current
members won’t be back, redistrict-
ing has already taken its toll. Twenty-
eight current members with a com-
bined 258 years of experience will
not be returning next year. Of these
twenty-eight, thirteen are committee
chairmen and leaders in the House.
The state is staring in the face of a
financial crisis and Appropriations
Chair Rob Junell will be warming the
federal bench. Problem solver Paul
Sadler will be spending time with his
family and be unavailable to help
with the school funding crisis.

• The Governor can set the agenda
of a special session. There is little
doubt that the budget will be the pri-
mary focus of the next Legislature.
At least a $5 billion budget deficit
and sagging revenues guarantee it.
Virtually every school district in the
state is at or near the $1.50 cap. While
the first thirty days of a regular ses-
sion are reserved for emergency
items set forth by the Governor, any
long-time observer of the legislative
process will tell you that nothing
much happens the first thirty days.
And to say that the legislature will
already have its plate full is the un-
derstatement of the year. However, a
special session agenda is controlled
by the Governor and could calmly
focus on one thing: insurance reform.

The fact is that every member of the
Texas Legislature was duly elected to
represent a constituency for a speci-
fied term of office. That duty is not

Tom Ramsay

Joe Pickett

calling a special session.
“In less than 90 days we will have

between 30 and 40 new members
of the Texas Legislature. It makes
no sense to call a special session
at this time, when 30 to 40 of those
members called back won’t even
be around in about 120 days. Only
the nine members of the House

Committee on insur-
ance would be meeting
while the rest of the leg-
islature sits around in
Austin. During a special
session, no other issues
may be discussed or
worked on. It is so near
the start of the next leg-
islative session In Janu-
ary 2003, we should just
deal with it then.

“The issue can be de-
clared an emergency

and we can start hearings and work
on it as one of the first orders of
business. There is still information
that must be gathered and by the
time it is, the November elections
will be over and we will, for the most
part, know who the players are.

“My point being is not to lessen
the importance of this issue, but it
would just be a waste of taxpayers
dollars to call a special session this
close to the scheduled one.”

vacated nor the term mitigated because
there is an upcoming election in No-
vember. But as legislators, we can only
do our jobs in this particular case if
the governor will allow us. Only the
Governor is constitutionally empow-
ered to call the Legislature into ses-
sion and structure an agenda allowing
legislators to discharge their duties. I
think he should feel morally obligated
to do so. It is so easy to look at this
crisis in a vacuum and disregard the
toll it will take on Texas families.
Ninety-nine percent of Texans will pay
the increase and move on. That’s fine
if you make $100,000 per year. That’s
fine if you don’t have children or par-
ents to care for. But if you are one of
the one percent of Texans who can’t
afford the increase, it’s not fine. It’s
not fine if you are a family of five liv-
ing hand to mouth on less than $35,000

also faced with increased property
taxes and a sagging economy. It’s not
fine if you’re a teacher who’s also been
hit with a huge increase in the cost of
health insurance and is already hav-
ing trouble making ends meet. If only
one half of one percent of Texans lost
their homes, that would be over 16,500
families. That’s more than the popula-
tion of the largest city in my legisla-
tive district, Mt. Pleasant. Make no
mistake, this is a crisis.

In this crisis situation, action and
inaction have obvious results and
clear constituencies. Action — by
calling a special session — will fa-
vor Texas families. Perry’s inaction
will benefit a few large insurance
companies and cause many Texas
families to lose one of their most pre-
cious assets, their homes. Gov. Perry
must choose.
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City of Horizon City
PUBLIC NOTICE
A PUBLIC HEARING will be held at 5:30 p.m. on
Thursday, August 29, 2002 during the Special City
Council Meeting at City Hall, 14999 Darrington Road,
Horizon City, Texas. Purpose of the public hearing is to
allow any interested persons to appear and testify
regarding the following proposed ordinance(s):

1) Proposed Ordinance No. 0100 — Adopting a
Budget FY 2002-2003 for the Town of Horizon
City.

Those who are unable to attend may submit their views
in writing to the City Clerk of Horizon City. Ordinances
are too extensive to print. Ordinances are always available
for viewing or copying upon request from the City Clerk
at the above address.

Sandra Sierra
City Clerk

WTCC: 08/22/02

Town of Horizon City
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Increase
The Town of Horizon City will hold a public hearing on a
proposal to increase total tax revenues from properties on
the tax roll by  11.99 percent.  Your individual taxes may in-
crease or decrease, depending on the change in the taxable
value of your property in relation to the change in taxable
value of all other property and the tax rate that is adopted.

The public hearing will be held Thursday, August 29, 2002
at  5:30 p.m.  at Town Hall, 14999 Darrington Rd., Horizon
City, TX  79928.

FOR proposal: Council Members: Beasley,
Baerbock, McClellan, Miller, Padilla, Sellers, and Keith

AGAINST the proposal: none

PRESENT and not voting: none

ABSENT: none

The following table compares taxes on an average home in
this taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on the average
home this year. Again, your individual taxes may be higher
or lower, depending on the taxable value of your property.

Last Year This Year

Average residence
homestead value $79,975.00 $79,901.00

General exemptions available
(Amount available on the average
homestead, not including senior
citizen’s or disabled  person’s
exemptions) $-0- $-0-

Average taxable value  $79,921.00 $79,878.00

Tax rate .229665/$100 .258900/$100
(proposed)

Tax $183.55 $206.80

Under this proposal taxes on the average homestead
would  increase by $23.25 or 12.67 percent compared
with last year’s taxes. Comparing tax rates without ad-
justing for changes in property value, the tax rate would
increase by $0.029235 per $100 of taxable value or 12.73
percent compared to last year’s tax rate. These tax rate
figures are not adjusted for changes in the taxable value
of property.

City of Socorro
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Increase
The City of Socorro will hold a public hearing on a proposal
to increase total tax revenues from properties on the tax roll
by  10.11 percent.  Your individual taxes may increase or
decrease, depending on the change in the taxable value of
your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all
other property and the tax rate that is adopted.

The public hearing will be held Thursday, September 5,
2002 at  6:30 p.m.  at City Hall, 124 S. Horizon Blvd., Socorro,
TX  79927.

FOR proposal: Bowling, Rodriguez and Brewster

AGAINST the proposal: none

PRESENT and not voting: none

ABSENT: Gandara and Ramirez

The following table compares taxes on an average home in
this taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on the average
home this year. Again, your individual taxes may be higher
or lower, depending on the taxable value of your property.

Last Year This Year

Average residence
homestead value $48,478 $49,046

General exemptions available
(Amount available on the average
homestead, not including senior
citizen’s or disabled  person’s
exemptions) $-0- $-0-

Average taxable value  $48,235 $48,906

Tax rate .420674/$100 .443139/$100
(proposed)

Tax $202.91 $216.72

Under this proposal taxes on the average homestead
would  increase by $13.81 or 6.81 percent compared with
last year’s taxes. Comparing tax rates without adjusting
for changes in property value, the tax rate would increase
by $0.022465 per $100 of taxable value or 5.34 percent
compared to last year’s tax rate. These tax rate figures
are not adjusted for changes in the taxable value of
property.

Town of Horizon City
Notice of Public Hearing
The Town of Horizon City intends to submit a grant pro-
posal to the Office of Rural and Community Affairs un-
der the Texas Community Development Program. This
grant program must primarily benefit low and moderate
income persons. Interested residents of the Town of Ho-
rizon City are invited to recommend eligible projects at a
public hearing to be held at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Au-
gust 29, 2002 during a Special City Council Meeting at
14999 Darrington Road, Horizon City, Texas  79928.
Citizens unable to attend this meeting may submit their
written views and proposals to Sandra Sierra, Town Sec-
retary, at the address above. Persons with disabilities that
wish to attend this meeting should contact Town Hall at
least two (2) days before the meeting so that appropriate
arrangements can be made. For more information, please
contact Sandra Sierra, Town Secretary, at (915) 852-1046.
WTCC: 08/22/02

encourage new memberships.
The public is invited to both
events. Information: 851-2344

■ Four outstanding graduates
of Montwood High School were
honored this week by the SISD’s
Success program. Posters featur-
ing each of these graduates and
their higher education and ca-
reers will be placed in the
Socorro district’s secondary
schools as role models for stu-
dents. Christine Kane Urrabazo,
a registered nurse; Bryan
Munoz, a UNIX computer sys-
tems engineer; Shanus Bennet,
a Delta Airlines flight attendant
out of New York City; and Diane
Sanchez, who returned to her
former high school to teach En-
glish and coach the Flag pro-
gram, were honored.

■ The Texas Department of
Public Safety conducted 11 clin-
ics in rural Texas this year check-
ing 460 children and car seats,
but only 19 of those were in-
stalled and/or used correctly.
“Misuse rate is usually around
95 percent to 100 percent at most
of the clinics we work,” said
Beth Warren, DPS coordinator
of occupant safety programs.
DPS troopers from Safety Edu-
cation, Highway Patrol and
Driver License Services, who
are trained and certified in child
passenger safety, inspected car
seats for safety. A total of 270
seats that were deemed in poor
condition, on a recall list or not
suitable for other reasons were
replaced at no cost to the partici-
pants during the clinics — 152
unsafe seats were destroyed.

■ 2002 Wilderness Adventures:
Summer Slides and Videos will
be presented by members of the
El Paso Regional Group of the
Sierra Club on Wednesday, Aug.
28, 7:30 p.m., at the Centennial
Museum, corner of Wiggins Road
and University Avenue, on the
UTEP campus. The public is in-
vited to witness personal experi-
ences of local adventurers through
the photographic media. For in-
formation contact Sierra Club
members, Laurence Gibson (747-
5607), Elizabeth Walsh (747-
5231) or the Centennial Museum,
(747-5565). For elevator access,
use the parking entrance off Uni-
versity and enter through the
museum’s side door.

■ Texas has signed a reciprocal
agreement with Wyoming, allow-
ing citizens with concealed hand-
gun licenses issued by Wyoming
to legally carry concealed hand-
guns in Texas, and vice versa.
“This agreement will allow li-
censed Texans to travel freely in
Wyoming, while enjoying the
same or similar privileges their
licenses give them at home,” Col.
Thomas A. Davis Jr., director of
the Texas Department of Public
Safety, said. This reciprocity
agreement — the eighth Texas has
reached with another state — was
made possible by 1997 changes
to the state’s concealed handgun
law. Texas also has agreements
with Arkansas, Louisiana, Ari-
zona, Florida, Tennessee, Okla-
homa and Kentucky. “Texans
should remember that laws vary
from state to state, and before
traveling, license holders should
educate themselves about laws in
other states that govern where and
when they can legally carry their
concealed handguns,” Davis
said.Goat Raisers.

Briefs
From Page 1
____________________

for teachers is 3.5%.
A three percent raise off the mid-

point of their pay blocks will be re-
alized by paraprofessionals, auxiliary
and information systems employees
with 11 to 15 pay grades.

Information systems employees with
pay grade 16 to 17 and administrators

will receive a 2.5 percent off the mid-
point of their respective pay blocks.

The board also approved an increase
in the daily pay rates for substitute
teachers. Those with 45 academic
hours will receive $50 per day; those

with 60 academic hours will receive
$55 per day, and those with degrees
will receive $60 per day. Retired teach-
ers who substitute and long-term sub-
stitutes will receive $65 per day.

— Submitted by G. Hawthorne

Socorro ISD
From Page 3
____________________
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By  Steve Escajeda�
Special to the Courier

King Super Crossword
APT ANAGRAMS
ACROSS
    1 Yankee Jorge
    7 Pool shot
  12 Dictates
  16 Make cheddar
better
  19 Diverted
  20 Cara or Castle
  21 Tennis pro
Nastase
  22 New Deal agcy.
  23 SLOT MACHINES
  25 Traces
  27 Paleozoic _
  28 Aye opponent
  29 Remove
  31 Artist Mondrian
  32 Prepare pancakes
  34 Sewed a toe
  37 Ruhr Valley city
  39 Victorian
ornaments
  42 Capitol gang?
  43 Loyal
  44 Maine town
  45 HMS PINAFORE
  47 Drill sergeant’s
shout
  50 “O Sole _”
  51 Advantage
  53 Drainpipe part
  54 New Haven
collegian
  55 Prohibits
  57 Coup d’_
  58 Opening remark?
  61 Automaton

  63 Halloween
decoration
  65 Content
completely
  66 Let out the lava
  67 Comic Laurel
  68 DORMITORY
  72 Philosopher
  73 Got wind of
  74 Commanded
  75 Lions and tigers
and bears
  77 Concur
  78 Condescend
  80 Finish filming
  81 “Good gracious!”
  84 Woody herb
  85 Fiber source
  87 Connected
  89 “_ pro nobis”
  90 Part of MPH
  91 ENDEARMENTS
  95 Snowy fisherman
  97 _ vu
  98 Stilted
  99 Singer Stratas
100 Garden tool
102 Last name in
fashion
103 Act catty?
104 Put on a happy
face
105 Hold fast
107 Clerical garb
108 Luau neckwear
111 Siberian monk
113 THE MORSE
CODE

119 Qty.
120 Golfer Ballesteros
121 A great composer?
122 Lacking principles
123 Salon supply
124 Paradise
125 TV exec Arledge
126 Bean

DOWN
    1 Wear out the
carpet
    2 Actor Epps
    3 Iranian city
    4 Timber tree
    5 Tierra - Fuego
    6 Classical hunk?
    7 “_ Slickers” (’91
film)
    8 White House
spokesman Fleischer
    9 Stimpy’s pal
  10 “Johnny _ Note”
(’37 song)
  11 Keepsake
  12 Enraged
  13 One of the
Waughs
  14 Showy shrub
  15 Jell
  16 Actress Harmon
  17 Word with tea or
pepper
  18 _ India Company
  24 Fool
  26 “_ dixit”
  30 Swerve
  32 Marsh

  33 Crochet unit
  34 Resign
  35 Without -
(daringly)
  36 Brit. fliers
  38 Hold back
  39 Fowl feature
  40 “Turandot” tune
  41 ASTRONOMER
  42 Pay hike?
  43 “Comin’ _ the Rye”
  45 Prominent
  46 Missouri airport
abbr.
  47 GEORGE BUSH
  48 Take the honey
and run
  49 See 104 Down
  52 Chianti color
  56 Show mercy
  58 “Surprise
Symphony” composer
  59 Raison d’_
  60 August one?
  62 Spout like Cicero
  64 Beholden
  65 Forest father
  67 Smooth transition
  69 Slugger’s stat
  70 Edmond of “The
Barefoot Contessa”
  71 Capital
  73 _ seal
  76 “Tarzan” extra
  78 Actor Ashbrook
  79 Complete
  80 Lawrence’s “_ in
Love”

  82 Olympic
warmonger
  83 Base stuff?
  86 Tossed aside
  87 Jewelry material
  88 “The _ Hunter”
(’78 film)
  92 Actor McGregor
  93 More turbulent
  94 Scand. nation
  96 Weimaraner’s
warning
  97 Clammy
  99 Abolitionist Harriet
100 Disreputable
101 Ersatz emerald
102 It may suit you
103 Arafat’s grp.
104 With 49 Down,
“Spy Game” star
106 Reside
107 43,560 square feet
108 Feudal superior
109 List ender
110 Vacation location
112 Manipulate
114 Ike’s domain
115 Sweater letter
116 Sundown, to
Shelley
117 Comic Philips
118 TV’s “Scooby- _”
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When people around the PGA used to talk
about a potential rival to challenge Tiger
Woods, names like Duval, Mickelson, Garcia,
Els and Singh would always be tossed around.

Well, a new name has hit the golf scene and
hit with it with reckless abandon. The name is
Rich Beem. Or as he will no doubt soon be
known — the Beemer.

If the members of the El Paso Country Club
thought they had a heck of a party last week
— they ain’t seen nothing yet.

The El Pasoan, Beem, shocked the golfing
world with a stunning performance at the 84th
PGA Championship last Sunday, facing the
challenge of Tiger Woods head on and leaving
him and everybody else in the dust.

Beem tames Tiger, puts El Paso back on golf’s radar
Beem began the final round of the PGA three

shots behind Justin Leonard but wasted no time
making up the difference and soon had every-
one else in sight in his rearview mirror.

Beem’s aggressive play was reminiscent of
what Tiger usually does to psyche out his op-
ponents. Beem almost nonchalantly took the
tournament by the throat and never let go.

Playing in just his fourth major tournament,
Beem put the tournament away with two co-
lossal shots on the par-5 11th hole. Leading by
just a single shot, he put his approach within
10 feet of the cup and then drained the putt for
an eagle and a three-shot lead on the way to
the unlikely win.

Tiger did put together a late rally with four
straight birdies to pull to within a stroke but it
was still a full stroke behind the winner.

Another incredible fact is that someone from
El Paso has won three of the last four PGA events.

With the victory, Beem pocketed a cool
$990,000 and a 5-year PGA exemption. Not
bad for a guy who was making $7 an hour only
seven years ago selling car stereos and cell
phones in Seattle.

It’s not clear if Beem will rise to the occa-
sion again. It’s not known if he will stare down
the Tiger in his own habitat again. But Beem
did it this time and that’s a lot more than most
other golfers have done.

Get ready for another celebration El Paso
Country Club, the Beemer is coming home.

Players STRIKE-ing out
The Major League baseball players made news

this week by setting a strike date of Aug. 30.
If any of you think that date was just pulled

out of thin air, you’re wrong. That happens to
be payday for the ballplayers.

Take the money and run, literally.

I thought, along with many of you, that the
players were smart enough to remember the
last strike of 1994 and how it took the Ameri-
can fans a few years to come back to the
ballpark in droves.

I would think that fact would cause the play-
ers to stop and re-think their actions now.

What the players don’t understand is that this
is post-911 America. And we tend to put less
priority on the importance of professional ath-
letes than we used to and more importance on real
heroes like the firemen and policemen that lost their
lives on that fateful September morning.

I think most Americans now think that if you
can make a million dollars playing a kid’s game
and still not be satisfied — then maybe you
don’t deserve it.

A lot of major leaguers say that the average
life span of a professional is about 6-8 years
so they’ve got to get all they can now. Well, I

Public Notice
San Elizario Independent School District

2002-2003 School Meal Policy
The San Elizario Independent School District serves
breakfast and lunch every school day. All children in the
district will receive a reimbursable meal at no charge
through the academic year of 2002-2003. All children will
receive a free breakfast and free lunch regardless of
income. In the operation of the child feeding program,
no child will be discriminated against because of race, color,
religion, gender, disability, age or national origin.

Noticia Publica
Poliza de Comida del Año

2002-2003 del Distrito Escolar
Independiente de San Elizario

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de San Elizario servira
desayuno y almuerzo cada dia escolar. Todo los niños del
distrito recibiran comida sin cobro durante el ano escolar
2002-2003. Todos los niños recibiran un desayuno y un
almuerzo gratis sin improtar ingresos. En la operacion del
programa de comidas para niños, ningun niño sera
discriminado por su raza, color, religion, genero, incapacidad,
edad o origen nacional.
WTCC: 08/22/02

City of Socorro
PUBLIC NOTICE
A PUBLIC HEARING will be held at 6:30 p.m. during
the City Council Meeting of Thursday, September 5, 2002
at City Hall, 124 S. Horizon Blvd., Socorro, Texas. Pur-
pose of the public hearing is to allow any interested per-
son to appear and testify at the hearing regarding the fol-
lowing proposed ordinance(s):

1) An ordinance authorizing the assessment and
collection of property taxes within the City of
Socorro, Texas for the fiscal year commencing
October 1, 2002 and ending on September 30,
2003.

Those that are unable to attend the public hearing may
submit their views to the City of Socorro. Accommoda-
tions for handicapped persons will be available; handi-
capped persons in need of special assistance for attending
the hearings are encouraged to contact the City Secretary
(915) 858-2915, forty-eight (48) hours prior to this meet-
ing. Ordinances are too extensive to print. Copies of or-
dinances are posted in City Hall and are available upon
request.

TERE RODRIGUEZ
City Secretary

WTCC: 08/22/02

say that if you can’t play pro base-
ball anymore after six years you can
do what the rest of us do for an in-
come — GET A JOB!!!

I’ve constantly written that I don’t
care about the owners and I don’t care
about the players. I care about the
average fan that can’t go to games
anymore because it’s too expensive.

Players have lost sight of that fact.
They only speak in terms of what
affects them.

Millionaires and billionaires acting
like paupers — how shameful this
close to the shadow of the first 9-11
anniversary.

They both deserve to implode.
The owners, the agents, the law-

yers, the players, the businessmen —
like sharks that swim in a circle with
their teeth just behind the tail of the
shark in front of them — will swal-
low each other whole.

That’s just the nature of greedy in-
dividuals.
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OUT ON A LIMB  By Gary Kopervas

GOT A LIFE By Terri Davis

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

Comix

Put us to
work for you.

852-3235

Newspapers work!

By Don Flood
You have probably heard about

the strange, monstrous fish that
was released in a Maryland pond.

Dubbed the Frankenfish, the
snakehead, a native of China, has
already become the stuff of legend,
its strength and ferociousness
spreading hysteria throughout
newsrooms up and down the East
Coast.

Fortunately for you, dear readers,
there are men such as myself, calm,
professional journalists whose only
concern is writing the plain, unvar-
nished truth — no matter how many
awards it might bring.

In the following I examine the
most common rumors surrounding
the story labeled by CNN as,
“Snakeheads: A Nation Under
Siege.”

Snakeheads are such voracious
feeders they will literally eat ev-
ery other fish in a pond and then
march out and apply to law school
— Only partly true. Some
snakeheads will apply to law
schools even before they eat ev-
ery other fish in the pond.

Snakeheads can run down and
eat an adult racehorse — Though
there have been reports of horses
eaten by snakeheads, they have yet

Monster fish causing hysteria, big headlines
A snakehead has eaten Vice Presi-

dent Dick Cheney — Sadly, this
story is true. The White House, in an
attempt to hide this story from the pub-
lic, has put the word out that Cheney
is in hiding because of scandals sur-
rounding his business dealings.

“He’s really embarrassed and
humiliated, as he should be,” said
press secretary Ari Fleischer.

In fact, the vice president is be-
lieved to have been swallowed
whole by a snakehead the week of
June 16, as he emerged from a mid-
night swim in the Potomac.

Fortunately for the administra-
tion, a number of Cheney’s key
aides were also swallowed, allow-
ing the vice president to maintain
his usual schedule — with the ex-
ception of his weekly luncheons
with the president, which have
been canceled on orders of the Se-
cret Service.

Despite a publicly stated policy
of refusing to negotiate with
snakeheads, administration offi-
cials have set up preliminary talks
with the Frankenfish in an attempt
to secure the release of Cheney and
his associates.

Check CNN for updates.
_________________________________________
(c) 2002 King Features Synd., Inc.

to be confirmed, so please be cautious
about spreading these unsubstanti-
ated rumors, which can lead to un-
necessary panic.

As far as confirmed reports, the
most noteworthy item eaten by a
single snakehead was a Volvo station
wagon, owned by an accountant who
worked for Arthur Andersen.

However, since the accountant was
in the car at the time, police decided
not to press charges.

Snakeheads have eaten Baltimore
— Grossly exaggerated. At the very
most, 20 or so city blocks have been
devoured by snakeheads. Much of
the city remains unharmed.

In a statement meant to encourage
tourists to continue visiting the city,
the Baltimore mayor said, “This is a
wonderful time to visit our fair city
and don’t believe
those…AAAAHHHHHH!”

Later attempts to find the mayor
so he could elaborate on his statement
were unsuccessful, as were attempts
to find City Hall itself.

The city’s Tourism Director
downplayed reports that a snakehead
the size of Godzilla on steroids had
eaten City Hall.

“Absolutely untrue,” he said. “City
Hall has been moved to an undis-
closed location for renovation.”

Our Professional Real Estate
Agents will make your home
buying or selling experience
more pleasant and less stressful.

Buying vs. Renting? New Home
vs. Resale?  How much home do
we want? Can we qualify? Who
will finance us?  What steps
must we take? What do all these
real estate terms mean?

Home buying and selling can be
confusing. Do you have ques-
tions? We have the  answers!

Call and ask for Scott Fabiano.

From qualifying to move-in
know your next step before you
take it.

WE WILL HELP YOU!
HORIZON PROPERTIES

Buyers & Sellers!
You NEED

Horizon Properties
as Your Agent.

852-3331
1-800-404-8078

Horizon Plumbing �
852-1079

• Master Licensed Plumber�
   #M18624�
• Bonded and Insured�
• Senior Citizens Discount

• Sewer and Drain Cleaning�
• Faucet and Sprinkler Repair�
• Appliance Installation�
• Mobile Home Repair

�
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THE ORIGINAL WET DRY VAC

®

Pick up 
messes that
would kill an
ordinary vac! 
Wet or Dry!

www.shopvac.com
Shop-Vac® is a registered trademark 
of Shop-Vac Corporation.

www.lowes.com
LOWE’S® is a registered trademark of LF Corporation.

©2001 Lowe’s® Home Centers, Inc. 
For the Lowe’s nearest you call 1-800-44-LOWES.

Prices may vary if there are market variations.

YOU DON'T NEED A SHOP 
TO NEED A SHOP-VAC!

BRAND
GOT PETS?

$94
16 Gallon 
6.0 Peak HP
Wet/Dry Vac
#159649

$94
16 Gallon 
6.0 Peak HP
Wet/Dry Vac
#159649

Available 
Only At 
Lowes

Available 
Only At 
Lowes

▲Home Improvement
▲Vehicles
▲Yard Work
▲Leaks & Spills
▲Tough Household Cleaning

See the complete line of  the 
#1 selling brand of  wet/dry 
vacs, filters and accessories.

®

THURSDAY

Partly sunny.

94°▲ ▼

THUR. NIGHT

Patchy clouds.

FRIDAY

Partly sunny.

96°▲ 70°▼

SATURDAY

Partly sunny.

96°▲ 68°▼

SUNDAY

Partly sunny.

94°▲ 68°▼

MONDAY

Partly sunny.

92°▲ 66°▼

TUESDAY

Periods of clouds
and sunshine.

90°▲ 68°▼

WEDNESDAY

Times of clouds
and sunshine.

90°▲ 68°▼

WEATHER AccuWeather .com

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PASO

TEXAS WEATHER TRAVELERS CITIESUV INDEX

REAL FEEL TEMP™

AGRICULTURE

Statistics for noon.

Thursday ............ 8 ....................High
Friday ................ 7 ....................High
Saturday ............ 7 ....................High
Sunday .............. 7 ....................High
Monday .............. 6 ............Moderate
Tuesday .............. 6 ............Moderate
Wednesday ........ 6 ............Moderate

The higher the UV Index, the greater
the need for eye and skin protection.

Albuquerque 88/62/s 92/62/s 92/64/s 90/64/pc 88/62/pc
Atlanta 90/74/pc 92/74/pc 92/72/pc 90/70/pc 88/70/t
Atlantic City 84/66/pc 86/68/pc 85/62/t 79/60/sh 80/58/s
Austin/San Antonio 98/76/pc 96/76/pc 98/78/pc 100/78/pc 93/75/c
Baltimore 92/70/pc 94/74/pc 94/76/t 88/70/sh 82/57/s
Boston 82/66/s 82/66/pc 84/64/t 76/60/pc 76/58/s
Chicago 86/68/pc 86/64/pc 82/58/pc 78/58/s 80/60/s
Dallas/Ft. Worth 98/76/pc 98/76/pc 98/78/pc 100/78/pc 92/67/c
Denver 86/56/pc 86/56/s 82/54/pc 82/54/pc 80/52/pc
Flagstaff 76/46/pc 77/46/s 79/48/s 78/47/s 79/42/s
Houston 94/76/pc 96/76/pc 96/76/pc 94/74/pc 92/74/pc
Kansas City 88/70/t 86/66/pc 84/62/pc 80/62/pc 84/54/s
Las Vegas 98/72/s 100/72/s 100/72/s 102/74/s 101/75/s
Miami 88/78/t 90/78/pc 90/78/c 90/78/pc 90/76/pc
Minneapolis 78/58/pc 80/56/t 76/54/pc 78/58/pc 78/58/pc
New Orleans 88/74/pc 88/74/pc 90/76/pc 90/76/pc 91/72/t
New York City 90/72/pc 92/74/pc 92/76/t 86/70/sh 80/62/s
Philadelphia 90/70/pc 94/74/pc 94/76/t 88/68/sh 82/60/s
Phoenix 102/82/pc 104/82/s 106/82/s 106/82/s 106/80/s
Portland 82/56/s 86/58/s 82/56/pc 78/58/pc 78/58/pc
San Francisco 71/54/pc 71/54/pc 71/54/pc 71/56/pc 69/54/pc
Seattle 76/56/s 82/56/s 78/56/pc 74/54/c 74/56/pc
Tucson 100/72/s 102/74/s 102/74/s 104/76/s 104/74/s
Washington, DC 92/74/pc 96/76/pc 96/78/t 90/72/sh 84/62/s

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Thur. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

Partly sunny days are expected over the period with mainly dry conditions. There may be a thunderstorm in spots in the evening and
nighttime hours starting Monday. High temperatures for the period are expected to be in the 90s with lows in the middle 60s to 70.
The coolest highs are expected Tuesday and Wednesday of next week. Weather (W): s -sunny, pc -partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh -showers, t-thunderstorms,

r-rain, sf -snow flurries, sn -snow, i-ice.

Thursday .................................... 96°
Friday .......................................... 95°
Saturday ...................................... 94°
Sunday ........................................ 88°
Monday ........................................ 92°
Tuesday ...................................... 91°
Wednesday ................................ 93°

The exclusive AccuWeather composite of the
effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine,
precipitation, and elevation on the human body.

Shown is Thursday’s
weather.
Temperatures are
Thursday’s highs and
Thursday night’s lows.

All maps, forecasts and data provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2002

Anthony 94 68

Canutillo 95 69

Fabens 94 70

Clint 93 70

E. Montana 94 68

Socorro 93 68

Horizon 95 69

San Elizario 91 69

Tornillo 94 70

Vinton 95 69
El Paso
94/68

Santa Fe
86/56

Albuquerque
88/62

Alamogordo
91/66

Las Cruces
92/68

Deming
93/67 Carlsbad

97/69

Amarillo
96/68

Lubbock
96/66

Alpine
89/64

Odessa
97/71

Lajitas
94/66

Ruidoso
82/60

Cloudcroft
78/47

Ciudad
Juárez
93/70

68°

Mexico

Social Security: Q & A   By Ray Vigil

Many younger Americans prob-
ably scratch their heads in wonder
when they are told they need to save
more for retirement. They may be
struggling to pay a mortgage, car
loans and credit card debts — and
also may have young children to
feed, clothe and educate. And when
they sit down at the kitchen table to
work out a small retirement savings

Hard as it may seem, young people
should begin saving for retirement

plan, they wonder how they can
squeeze a few extra dollars out of the
budget for future needs.

As someone who has been there, I
know that it can be hard to do. But as
President Bush has said, “Saving is
never easy — but it’s always worth-
while.”

Just do the math, and you’ll see
why. Generally, when you retire, you

will need at least 70 percent of your
working income to maintain your
standard of living.  Social Security
will provide only about 40 percent
of that for the average wage earner.
This means you need to plan for the
other 30 percent or more by saving
and investing. Just last year, a sur-
vey by the American Savings Edu-
cation Council reported that fewer
than half of working Americans have
tried to calculate how much they will
need for a comfortable retirement. In
2001, only 33 percent felt they were
on track in their financial preparation
for retirement, and 34 percent said
they are way behind schedule. Half
of workers have saved less than

$50,000; two in 10 say they have
saved nothing at all for retirement.

The first step in trying to put to-
gether a nest egg for your retirement
is having a plan. And that’s where
Social Security can help you. Each
year, once you’re age 25 or older,
you’ll get a Social Security Statement
about three months before your birth-
day. It gives an estimate of what you
can expect to get each month in So-
cial Security retirement benefits. You
should put it away with your other
financial documents and use it as a
basic tool in your financial planning.
Social Security also has a “retirement
planner” on its website. There, people
of any age can estimate future retire-

ment benefits by using one of three
calculators.

Each is excellent, and each pro-
vides a different level of sophistica-
tion. Users also can link to the Ameri-
can Savings Education Council
website, which has information on
the need for pensions and savings,
and on how you can start a sensible
savings plan.

Next year Social Security will join
with the American Savings Educa-
tion Council and State Farm Insur-
ance to conduct a nationwide cam-
paign on retirement saving. But you
should start saving as soon as pos-
sible. And, in fact, the next paycheck
might be a good time to begin.


