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A good leader takes a little more than
his share of the blame, a little less than
his share of the credit.

— Quips & Quotes
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San Eli jail
Much colorful local lore surrounds the
crumbling structure of the San Elizario Jail
— it is known historically to have been
the first courthouse and jail in El Paso
County. Now El Paso County will help in
a reconstruction project by administering
a $30,000 grant from the Texas Historical
Commission, and by covering the final
costs of what is expected to be a $95,000
project. The funds to cover the difference
will come from the hotel-motel tax, county
commissioners said. Architect Fred Dalbin
of Wright and Dalbin Architects said the
project, to begin in May of this year, will
take about a year — the adobes that can-
not be salvaged will be replaced with those
made in the “old way.” The foundation,
walls and roof all are in need of repair. The
location figures prominently in numerous
San Elizario historical events and hosts ac-
tors who recreate gunfights — including the
one in which Billy the Kid is purported to
have busted a gambling friend out of the
San Elizario Jail about 125 years ago.

Cattle drive
The average cowhand in the Old West
would have died laughing if he knew
people these days will pay good money to
ride a mile in his saddle. The 74th South-
western International Livestock Show and
Rodeo will host its sixth annual “real live”
cattle drive on Saturday, Jan. 25 along the
Rio Grande River to set the mood for the
rodeo events to follow. There may be more
riders than cattle — organizers said 100
riders participated last year and this year’s
herd of cattle is expected to number be-
tween 50 and 70 head. Riders bring their
own horse and gear, but pony up $25 a
head for a four to five hour Old West ex-
perience, lunch, and membership in the
Rio Grande Cattle Drive Association. The
drive will begin at the Zaragoza Bridge
and follow the Rio Grande about six to
eight miles. The drive won’t go all the way
to the El Paso County Coliseum as in past
years, organizers said..

In other news
El Paso County residents can expect heat-
ing bills to increase by about 14 percent
this month due to colder than normal
weather and heavy demand for natural gas
in the Midwest and the Northeast, caus-
ing volatile prices in the fourth quarter of
2002. The situation was also complicated
by unstable market forces in Venezuela
and Iraq. Meanwhile, Southern Union Gas
Co. has a new name. “Texas Natural Gas
Co. is the new name for Southern Union
Gas,” said Richard Fleager, vice president
for operations in El Paso. “(But) We are
the same employees.” The name change
comes as its parent company, ONEOK,
Inc. of Tulsa, Oklahoma, completes the

See BRIEFS, Page 4

SOCORRO — Mia Daniella Labrado may
be small in size but she is far from small in her
capacity to learn and to act, according to those
who know her.

The 5th grader at H.D. Hilley Elementary
learned how to administer CPR from watch-
ing health channels on TV and from her Aunt
Ana, a former nurse. Her willingness to learn
came into good use on Nov. 11, 2002.

On that day, Mia’s mother, Laura Dora
Labrado, a longtime diabetic, collapsed. Home
alone with her mother at the time, the young-
ster called 911 and began to administer CPR.
By the time the ambulance had arrived, Mia
had revived her mother and was “in control of
the situation,” said Cindy Yeager, guidance
counselor at Hilley.

Her mother was taken to the hospital, and
unfortunately died later, but “Mia was very
brave and courageous in trying to save her
mother,” Yeager said.

The youngster’s courage was recently hon-
ored by the Socorro Police Department during
a town meeting. On Dec. 19 the SPD presented
her with a plaque, a trophy, and many gifts were
presented by other police and fire department
officials. She will also be recognized by the
Socorro school board on Jan. 21.

Mia has a brother, Abel, who is in the U.S.
Army stationed in Georgia. She now lives with
her Aunt Ana.

“Mia is a wonderful student who brightens
lives by her beautiful, sweet smile,” Yeager
said. “Her friends and family at H.D. Hilley
are proud of her heroic efforts and wish her
success in all that she sets out to do.”

Young girl honored by Socorro Police

SURROUNDED BY FRIENDS — Mia Daniella Labrado, center front, was honored by her
friends in the Socorro Police and Fire Departments. Shown are Cecil Melton, Socorro In-
terim Police Chief Jesus Ortega, Robert Iest, Jeffrie Galindo, Javier Garcia and Bob Messard.

VINTON — The Vinton Village Council
approved $200-a-month pay raises for itself

and Mayor Tony
Castro at its Jan. 7
meeting.

The raises bring
the mayor’s salary
to $800 a month and
to $407 a month for
council members.

“I don’t believe
the raise was justi-
fied,” said Iris Sims,
a former long-term
member of the Vil-
lage Council. She

based her objection on a reading of state stat-
utes, dated 1993 and 1994, that prohibit such
action for a municipality such as Vinton.

Based on his examination of current state
statutes pertaining to this type of action, vil-
lage attorney Shane English said action by
council was legal. He added that neither he
nor his partner could find any restrictions or
restraints that applied to Vinton and its form
of government.

Contacted long distance in Indiana, former

Vinton council
raises pay,
raises eyebrows

Tony Castro

See RAISES, Page 4

By Don Woodyard�
Courier Staff Writer

— Contributed by Phillip Cortez

CLEANING ON THE
MOUNTAIN — Members
of the San Elizario High
School student council
gathered on the west
side of Transmountain
Road on Saturday, Jan.
11 to take part in Gift to
the Mountain Day, an
effort to help clean up
the Franklin Mountains.
The second annual
event was a collabora-
tion among state Sen.
Eliot Shapleigh, Keep El
Paso Beautiful and the
city of El Paso.
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Reyes Reports By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

One perspective
By Francis Shrum

The new 108th Congress is
launched, but behind all the rhe-
torical sparring over tax cuts and

the economy in general, there’s a bigger issue on
everybody’s minds.

Military base closings and realignments are being pro-
posed by “the BRAC” or the Base Realignment and Clo-
sure Commission.

Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld is determined
that — war with Iraq and/or North Korea or not — it’s
going to happen in 2005. And that’s not very far away.

Because the Fort Bliss/Holloman/White Sands Mis-
sile Range tandem is so large, it can’t be assumed that it
is invulnerable.

El Paso’s “new” joint committee to BRAC-proof our-
selves is gratifying to see. But that’s not enough.

It can’t be said any plainer that a full-time, long-over-
due lobbyist for the city needs to be working the halls of
the Pentagon right now.

A good place to start would be in the office of
Rumsfeld’s senior aide, Raymond DuBois, who is the
deputy undersecretary of defense for installations and
environment, who didn’t show his hand a few days ago
when he candidly announced that no military bases were
safe from potential closure.

Want to hear it in his words?
“All installations are on the table…all installations are

Military base closures to be
finalized by May 16, 2005

going to be judged equally.”
Don’t you believe it. All bases are going to be judged

— period!
A little BRAC history says it best. In the previous four

BRAC rounds — 1988, 1991, 1993 and 1995 — the
Pentagon tagged 97 major bases inside the U.S. for clo-
sure, 55 major bases for reduction, and 235 other instal-
lations to be closed or reshuffled.

What the Administration hopes to pocket from the
2005 BRAC is between $10 billion and $20 billion over
four to six years.

The secretary of defense takes his list to the BRAC by
May 16, 2005. El Paso needs to think that today is May
15, 2005, every day for the next two-and-a-half years!

• • •
 Well, most of us are living with the first ripples of the

new federal regulations spawned by the terrorist attack
of Sept. 11, 2001.

Communications between inmates and their attorneys
are more closely scrutinized. Illegal immigrants can be
detained longer. And, there are new fees for air travelers
and a lot of standing around while baggage is checked.

But, there are at least 55 other “significant” new fed-
eral regulations listed in a report released recently from
the Office of Management and Budget. The 162-page

The party gave a party. You could
hear it all the way from the Wash-
ington Beltway to El Paso County.

In the 1976 presidential election,
political war-horse Morris Udall —
knowing that the Democratic presi-
dential nomination was not to be his
— stepped to the podium during the
Democratic Convention and mar-
veled at the unity in his party’s nomi-
nation of Jimmy Carter.

Afterall, he said, everyone knows
that when Democrats form a firing
squad, they stand in a circle facing
each other.

Many elections have come and
gone since 1976 and the Democrats
have reverted to their usual circular
formation.

Which brings me back to the party.
Cause for the celebration was the
announcement by Al Gore that he
wasn’t going to run for president in
’04.

More accurately, it was a series of
parties, from Missouri to Massachu-
setts and on down to South Carolina,
hosted by every president-wannabe
lurking in the Demo wings. The ring
overfloweth with tossed hats and the
party isn’t over yet.

No one in Gore’s party seems to
remember that he garnered about one
half of the votes in the last presiden-
tial election — give or take just
enough to sway the balance.

I don’t support Al Gore for presi-
dent. In fact, it is almost certain that
every time he opens his mouth he will
say something I find appalling to
varying degrees. The one thing I have
admired about him is that the woman
he made national headlines for pas-
sionately kissing was his wife.

If I were Al Gore, I’d be so demor-

A house
divided

alized at this point I’d slink away and
never make another green speech. It
appears the only way he will ever get
any respect from his party is maybe
at his funeral — if Tipper agrees that
they may turn the event into a politi-
cal rah-rah.

Gore’s departure from the stage
was not accompanied by even one
moment of respectful silence before
the other guys piled in from the op-
posite wing, shouting and pushing
and falling over one another in their
rush for the spotlight.

This group included Gore’s former
running mate, Joseph Lieberman,
who stood proudly at the podium of
his former high school this week and
cried out: “Two years ago we were
promised a better America…” and so
forth and so on.

And the Republicans are little
better.

My point in all this is that the Presi-
dential gong has sounded and you
and I are in for — thanks to the me-
dia in all its varied forms — a bar-
rage of pandering, pious, pettifogging
speeches and sanctimonious con-
demnation from a torrent of people
interested only in scrambling to the
top of the heap to find…what?…that
they are bombarded by the same
meaningless attacks they perpetrated
on the guy they beat out. They in-
variably find little or no support to
actually get anything done — let
alone magically create “a better
America.”

We are a house divided.
Every person who ever tried to get

a group of people moving and work-
ing toward a common goal knows

See DIVIDED, Page 3

See REYES, Page 7
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For Sanity’s Sake
By Taprina Milburn

My favorite part of Family Circle magazine is the back
section that lists clever tips on how to be organized —
ways to arrange your paperwork so that you can find
important documents (permission forms, health records)
or ways to shape up your kids’ rooms so they can find
their shoes each morning.

In all the years I’ve read the magazine I’ve only in-
corporated one of those suggestions, buying a basket to
put at the foot of my staircase. Our basket never gets
emptied, however, but it’s a great place to throw things.

Hello, my name is Taprina, and I’m an unorganized
parent. I’ve spent years feeling strongly that there was
an organized person inside of me waiting to bust out. In
the past few months I’ve had to admit that what I’m feel-
ing is nothing more than a case of indigestion.

At 35 years old, I may never be the type of person
who when taking coupons to the grocery store first checks
to see if they’ve expired, or the kind of mom who knows
where everything is, such as the new laces I bought yes-
terday for my son’s tennis shoes.

You know you are not a member of the Organized
Parents Club and that your life has become unmanage-
able when:

1. Your kid has to pull blue jeans from the dirty clothes
hamper to wear to school on Monday morning because
you forgot to do laundry over the weekend.

Confessions of an
unorganized parent

2. You carry a day planner just so you will look as if
you belong in the Organized Parents Club.

3. You have a brain lock-down when you enter a store,
forgetting what you were supposed to buy (supplies for
your kid’s school project). Instead you purchase toilet
paper and panty hose. Neither of which will be useful
for the assignment. Therefore, a second trip to the store
is necessary.

4. Birthday presents for your kids’ friends are bought
on the way to the party and wrapped in the car (if you
remembered to bring tape and scissors, that is, other-
wise you run back into the store to buy a birthday bag).

5. You could take a friend to lunch with the money
you’ve wasted on library and video rental late charges.

6. An invitation with RSVP printed on it usually gets
buried under paperwork and leaves you with the haunt-
ing feeling of Remembering Something Vaguely Perhaps.

7. You finally remember to put something on your
calendar — a meteor shower that happens once every
century — but you learn that you marked the wrong date
and that you’ve missed the event. “I guess if I live to be
110 I’ll get to see it,” your miffed kid tells you.

8. Burned out light bulbs in your house are changed
about once every century.

9. Your kids are scared to open your closets and cabi-
nets. Doing so will result in an avalanche and requires a
lot of man-hours to find your children and stuff every-
thing back in.

10. You collect “How To Be Organized” books
and dream of the day you will finally make the
transformation.

Take two Tums and get over it.
______________________________________________________

(c) 2003 King Features Synd., Inc.

that the adage about a house divided
not being able to stand is the abso-
lute truth.

If you are a teacher, an employer,
or a parent trying to raise a family,
you know that once your “team” de-
generates into finger-pointing and
infighting, your forward momen-
tum stops dead.

Why, then, do we insist on run-
ning our political system this way?

We know that our national lead-
ers know better. We saw them prac-
ticing a whole different approach on
the steps of the Capitol Building as
they linked arm-in-arm and sang
national hymns of dedication on
Sept. 11, 2001.

How soon we forget. How quickly
we reverted to a circular firing squad
ready to blow one another away with
intent to be the last man standing.

I wish we had instead learned the
lesson from our ancestors that cir-
cling the wagons was intended to
fight the enemy without rather than
the enemy within.

Divided
From Page 2
_____________________

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Accord-
ing to a new survey by the Pharma-
ceutical Research and Manufacturers
of America (PhRMA) 17 new drugs
for dementias, including
Alzheimer’s disease, are currently
being developed.

All of the medicines are either in
human clinical testing or awaiting
approval by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, the report says.

Alzheimer’s Disease, which affects
nearly half of all Americans 85 and
older, is the most common cause of
dementia among people 65 and older
— it affects about four million Ameri-
cans. A new medicine in development
is the first in a new class of drugs
known as NMDA (N-methyl D-aspar-
tate) receptor antagonists.

The medicine works by modulat-
ing the levels of glutamate, a nerve-
signaling agent in the brain. Too
much glutamate can lead to the death
of nerve cells.

Alzheimer’s drug
in final stages of
development
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Classified Ads

Horizon Plumbing �
852-1079

• Master Licensed Plumber�
   #M18624�
• Bonded and Insured�
• Senior Citizens Discount

• Sewer and Drain Cleaning�
• Faucet and Sprinkler Repair�
• Appliance Installation�
• Mobile Home Repair

�

Pepperoni’s Pizza & Deli
852-2544
Limited Delivery Area

Chinese Food

Burgers & Subs

EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITY

HORIZON DESIGN CON-
SULTANTS will hold two
studio classes  this spring
entitled Graphic Design:
Creating a Dialogue. Part
One will be March 18-22;
Part Two April 1-5. This is
a 30-hour foundational
level course introducing
concepts and techniques
used by graphic artists to
create effective visual
works. For more informa-
tion call 852-4817.
TFN
________________________

HELP WANTED

Texas Boll Weevil
Eradication

Field Unit Manager
Tornillo Office

www.txbollweevil.org

All applicants must pos-
sess a valid driver’s license
and be insurable according
to Foundation fleet policy.

Desirable qualifications:
• Cotton background
• Ability to relate to public
• Supervisory skills
• Strong computer skills

Pre-employment drug test-
ing required. Submit your
application to:
Human Resources Depart-
ment, Box 5089, Abilene,
TX  79608-5089.
(915) 672-2846, ext. 3122;
fax (915) 677-1006.
E - m a i l :
jobs@txbollweevil.org
Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer/Drug-free Work-
place
WTCC-1/16/03
________________________

Anthony Independent
School District

Secondary Assistant
Principal

Secondary Assistant Prin-
cipal position available for

a person with qualifications
in campus administration.
Requirements:  Texas Ad-
ministrative Certification
(Mid-Management), bilin-
gual (English/Spanish) pre-
ferred
Starting date:  Jan. 6, 2003
Salary:  Dependent upon
knowledge, skills and expe-
rience
Closing date:  Until filled
Application procedures:
An application may be ob-
tained from Mrs. Delgado,
Personnel, Anthony ISD,
610 Sixth Street, Anthony,
Texas. Phone 886-6500
The Anthony ISD is an
equal opportunity employer
and does not discriminate
on the basis of race, na-
tional origin, religion, age,
sex, marital status, or dis-
ability in compliance with
federal and state law.
WTCC: 01/16/03
_____________________________

RENTALS

HOUSE FOR RENT: Hori-
zon City, 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, kitchen, livingroom,
TV room and laundrey
room. $495/month. Call
328-6002.
________________________

SELF-HELP
OPPORTUNITIES

Alcoholics Anonymous
Group Paso Del Norte
meets at 8501 Kingsway in
Westway, Monday-Satur-
day, 8 p.m. Call 886-4948
for information.

Alcohólicos Anónimos
Grupo Paso Del Norte
sesiones lunes a sabado,
a 8-9 de la tarde, 8501
Kingsway, Westway. 886-
4948 para informacion.
________________________

Persons who have a prob-
lem with alcohol are offered
a free source of help locally.
Alcoholics Anonymous
Group 8 de Enero meets at
15360 Horizon Blvd. in Ho-

rizon City on Mondays
through Saturdays at 8
p.m. Call 859-0484 for in-
formation.

Tiene problemas con el al-
cohol? Hay una solucíon.
Visitemos. Alcohólicos
Anónimos, Grupo 8 de
Enero, 15360 Horizon
Blvd., Horizon City,
sesiones lunes a sábado a
8 de la tarde. Informacion:
859-0484.
________________________

SERVICES

“Windshield Ding —
Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS

REPAIR
Windshield Repair

Specialists
By appt. at your home or

office:
R.V. Dick Harshberger

915-852-9082
________________________

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR
Domestic and Foreign

852-3523
1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

________________________

HORIZON
CITY

PLUMBING
852-1079

• Electric rooter service for
sewers and drains
• Appliance installation
• Many other plumbing ser-
vices

Licensed, bonded and
insured for your protec-

tion.
________________________

AL’S PLACE, INC.
Household or Commercial

Storage
and Yard Space

Fenced and Lighted
Security System

No Deposit
418 Kenazo, Horizon City

852-3949
________________________

purchase of SUG’s Texas assets.
Information: www.ONEOK.com.

■ Canutillo Independent School
District parents and community
members are invited to view the
state approved textbook selec-
tions for the current adoption in
social studies and pre-k curricula.
Each of the six CISD school cam-
puses has samples from which the
CISD Textbook Committee will
make its recommendations to the
Board of Trustees in February.
These books are on display at
each campus through Jan. 31. “In-
terested individuals may view the
books and fill out a form for com-
ments,” stated Carol Hecker,
Canutillo ISD textbook coordina-
tor. “We welcome input from the
community regarding the recom-
mendations that the textbook
committee will make to the
school board,” she said. For more
information, call 877-7434.

■ Billed as a “not-so-typical
open house,” Clint High School’s
Pride Night will be held at the
Carroll T. Welch Middle School
in Horizon City Jan. 23, 6-7:30
p.m. The change in location is
intended to inform parents of stu-
dents at CTWMS about what
Clint High has to offer. School
officials say they are striving for
a carnival atmosphere with enter-
tainment from the Clint High
choir, the Lion Pride Band and
folklorico groups, food, and

booths featuring community
groups and a mini-wellness fair.
These events will occur as parents
are picking up their students three-
week progress reports. “We
wanted to have an event that would
attract parents living in the
CTWMS area as work and family
schedules often make it difficult
for families to attend open houses
on (the Clint High) campus,” said
Clint High Principal Paul Pearson.
However, parents from anywhere
in the district are welcomed. Infor-
mation: Hilda James, 851-2344.

■ The Socorro ISD board of trust-
ees, on split vote, has selected Ur-
ban and Associates and Banes
General Contractors to build two
new Lower Valley Schools. Bar-
bara Perez-Peña and Brenda
Castaneda voted in opposition. The
projects will cost between seven
and eight million each. One school
will be pre-K through eighth; a sec-
ond will host pre-K through fifth
grade students.

■ The Anthony town council was
expected to approve a measure to
match a $50,000 Texas Parks and
Wildlife grant during a meeting on
Tuesday, Jan. 14. The grant is for
a new park on Richard White
Road.

■ Register now for children’s
Hands on Science Outreach classes
on “Mechanical Energy” which
will be held Saturdays at the UTEP
Centennial Museum. Classes are
divided for kindergarten-grade
one, grades 2-3, and 4-6. Classes
will run eight weeks beginning Jan.

18-March 8. Registration is $40
per child and is limited to 11 chil-
dren per class. For information,
contact Genevieve Mooser, Mu-
seum Educator, at 747-6665.

■ The El Paso East Lions Club is
issuing an invitation to the public
to “serve in Lionism.” An informa-
tional meeting will be held on Jan.
18, 4-6 p.m. at the St. Paul’s Meth-
odist Church at 7900 Edgemere.
Information: 821-7822.

■ UTEP’s Centennial Museum’s
SunScape program encourages
people to learn about using native
plants in their landscape. The six-
week classes are every Tuesday,
Feb. 18-March 25, 2003. Regis-
tration is $40 per person. Classes
are limited to 25 first-to-register
participants. For more informa-
tion, call Genny Mooser, Museum
Educator, 747-6665.

■ The Esperanza Grant Project,
funded by the Texas Cancer
Council, will prove a series of
caregiver support meetings. The
program is held Tuesday nights,
5-7 p.m. through Feb. 11 at 10460
Vista Del Sol, Ste. 101; and
Wednesday nights, 5:30-7 p.m.
through Feb. 12 at the Hospice of
El Paso, 1750 Curie Drive. Infor-
mation: Cece Torrez, 532-5699.

■ If you drive to Airway in El
Paso looking for the Triple A of-
fice, you won’t find it. The El
Paso District Office has moved
to the west side, to 655 Sunland
Park Drive, Ste. J-3. Informa-
tion: 778-9521.

Briefs
From Page 1
_____________________

AUSTIN — Texas animal health officials are answer-
ing California’s plea for assistance in eradicating an out-
break of Exotic Newcastle Disease (END), a viral dis-
ease of poultry and nearly all species of birds.

The outbreak has spread to three commercial poultry
operations in Southern California, and if not wiped out,
this foreign poultry disease could spread to other states
and jeopardize poultry production and international trad-
ing opportunities.

“We have two priorities regarding this situation,” com-
mented Dr. James Lenarduzzi, acting executive director
for the Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC), the
state’s livestock and poultry regulatory agency.

“The first is to help stop END in California, which
ranks first in the nation for egg production and fourth
for turkey production.  The second is to urge Texas bird
and poultry owners to watch for and immediately report
signs of disease or unexplained death losses to their vet-
erinarian or the TAHC at 1-800-550-8242. If END is
introduced into Texas, we must address it quickly to pre-
vent spread.”

Caused by a highly contagious virus, END does not
affect human health or the safety of food products,
but it can cause nearly 100 percent death loss in sus-
ceptible birds. Sick birds may exhibit respiratory dis-
tress, diarrhea, nervousness, or a drop in egg produc-
tion.  Dr. Lenarduzzi said that, in commercial opera-
tions, the clinical picture may be less severe, with
only moderate death loss and a 10 percent decrease
in egg production.

Although a vaccine for END is available, he said it
can ‘cover up’ disease, making it more difficult to
detect.

“On a conference call earlier this week with the Cali-
fornia Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA), we learned more than 400
veterinarians, animal health technicians and others are
working on a task force in Southern California. More
help is needed from other states to curb this disease out-
break that was initially detected  Oct. 1 in a backyard
poultry flock,” said Dr. Lenarduzzi.

Dr. Lenarduzzi said task force members are concerned
that, without immediate help, this outbreak could mirror
California’s l971-74 outbreak, which cost $56 million
to eradicate and jeopardized international trade of poul-
try and egg products. Nearly 12 million chickens were
destroyed to stop the spread of disease.

“We must not jeopardize animal health operations at
home, but this END outbreak must be stopped before it
‘breaks loose’ from its current boundaries in Southern
California and threatens the rest of the U.S. Texas is the
6th largest producer of eggs and broilers in the nation,
and in 2001, we had turkey production valued at $170
million. We must protect these and other bird and poul-
try-related industries,” he said.

The USDA has quarantined an area stretching from
Los Angeles to San Diego, including all of Los Angeles,
Orange and San Diego Counties, and portions of San
Bernadino and Riverside Counties. The quarantine pro-
hibits the movement of birds of any species, poultry and
poultry products from the area. Eggs that have been
washed, sanitized and packed in new shipping contain-
ers are being permitted from the area.

“In addition to at least three infected commercial egg-
laying operations, California officials  report that 4,300
backyard poultry and bird flocks have been quarantined
in the affected counties. More than 143,000 birds have
been depopulated and disposed of in landfills, and more
than a million more birds will be euthanized as soon as
possible,” said Dr. Lenarduzzi.

He explained that the work doesn’t stop there. Pre-
mises and poultry houses must be cleaned and disin-
fected before the farm is released from quarantine.
In addition, 20-person teams are being dispatched to
targeted counties in Northern California to conduct
disease surveillance.

“Several TAHC and USDA-Texas veterinarians are on
site, and we will continue to provide whatever support
possible to eradicate this outbreak,” said Dr. Lenarduzzi.
“For years, we’ve conducted tabletop and simulated ex-
ercises for a foreign animal disease outbreak; now we’ll
put that training to use.”

Poulty production in California falls prey
to bird disease, Texas warned to be on guard

Mayor Sam Monrreal, now a long-
haul trucker, said such a raise was
“excessive” and not justified. He
said the last time the council re-
ceived a raise was about three or
four years ago.

Juvencia Rios-Ontiveros said
ethically that it was not right to
vote raises at this time. Any action
should come after the May elec-
tions, she added.

Mayor pro-tem Jose Alarcon
said it was important to pass the

Raises
From Page 1
_____________________

raises to serve as an “incentive” to
attract candidates to run for office
in the upcoming elections.

Alarcon also brought up the is-
sue of a vehicle junkyard located
below the village hall off East
Vinton Road. “It looks illegal,” he
said, adding that he could find no
documentation or permits autho-
rizing its operation.

“We need to take action on it.
Legal is looking into it.”

In other action, council accepted
the letter of resignation from vil-
lage engineer Gilbert Mesa. The
council will be advertising for a re-
placement.
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Cookie Hotline

at 566-1558!

To be a Girl Scout or
to volunteer,

call 566-9433 or visit
www.gsriogrande.org

When you buy Girl Scout cookies,
you buy a world of opportunity

for girls in our community.

Order cookies today from a Girl Scout
in your neighborhood or call
Girl Scouts of the Rio Grande

Support our military service men and women by
purchasing an extra box or two to send to troops
stationed overseas.   Call Girl Scouts of the Rio Grande
at 566-9433 or ask a Girl Scout who comes to your
door about this special way to support our heroes.

VINTON — An interview with
Vinton Mayor Tony Castro begins
with a quick tour of the community.
We are joined by Alderperson
Dolores Diaz

The ride is both smooth and
bumpy, seeing improvements made
and locations that Castro sees as a
blemish on the Upper Valley commu-
nity.

It is smooth on the recently paved
streets of Iron and Steel and Douglas.
“Douglas was a rocky road a month
ago,” he points out. It is bumpy and
uneven along Quejette near the Vil-
lage Hall. He points out improve-
ments to the nearby park that now has
lights and water and was the site of a
picnic last September.

We drive up Vinton Road, and he
points out the new businesses that
have grown along the main road con-
necting the interstate with Doniphan.
Carrying forward the vision of
former Mayor Sam Monrreal, Castro
mentions working with the Texas
Department of Transportation to
widen Vinton Road and change its
designation to a three-lane Farm-to-
Market Road. “Surveying has been
completed. Plans are to start con-
struction in 2003,” the mayor elabo-
rated in a December memorandum/
report to the residents of Vinton.

Below the Village Hall, off Vinton
Road, he points to an apparently un-
authorized and long-standing vehicle
junkyard that was discussed at the
council meeting the previous Tuesday.

We travel down Valley Chile Road,
and Castro points to businesses in
operation. He says there is a need for
water to attract new commercial ven-
tures to the area. As we near
Doniphan, he notes another business
whose purpose is unclear.

Water is number one: Vinton mayor has clear-cut goals for his town
By Don Woodyard�
Courier Staff Writer

The mayor, elected last May,
praises the work of former village
engineer Gilbert Mesa in pushing
forward with road and drainage
projects funded through Community
Development Block Grants.

“We still need a lot more work
around here,” he says.

Back in council chambers, the
mayor goes over the accomplish-
ments of his administration. High-
lights taken from the year-end memo-
randum/report:

• The major utilities, El Paso Elec-
tric, Southern Union Gas, and South-
western Bell have been contacted
regarding their franchise fees. “The
franchise tax will increase over the
next year.”

• Sales tax revenue has doubled
over the past year from $5,000 to
$10,000.

• “Our proposed budget will be the
biggest yet. (And) We are finishing
2002 in the best shape ever.”

Diaz echoes what the mayor said
last May in an interview with the
Courier. “It was time for a change,”
she says looking back. “I thought the
village was at a standstill, not doing
very much.”

Water and its own ZIP code is at
the top of the mayor’s priority list.

He says he’s working on a water
plan for Vinton whose current water
needs are largely met on an indi-
vidual basis by residents who drill
their own wells. He is working with
the El Paso Public Service Board to
bringing water lines from Canutillo
to Vinton. Castro views the water
plan as two years down the road.

However, he adds, “Numero uno
is water.” Diaz adds: “We are going
to get it.”

The mayor is also anxious to have
a postal facility of some kind in the
community. At the very least to have
its own ZIP code and businesses that
will identify as being in Vinton rather

than giving business addresses in
Canutillo or Anthony.

“We need our own identity,” he
states. As to the efforts to attain this

status, “it looks promising.” He is
“hopeful” of achieving a ZIP code
this year.

Castro ends his December memo-

randum/report on an optimistic note.
“I believe this is the best council

and staff that the village has ever had.
And it’s only going to get better.”

EL PASO COUNTY — The Clint
Independent School District received
notable report card marks in an article
in the November issue of Texas
Monthly, based on a study by the Na-
tional Center for Educational Account-
ability and the Just for the Kids program.

The NCEA and Just for Kids web
site also praised Clint ISD for its pro-
fessional development practices,
which includes “a solid and success-
ful program for administrators to use”
in order to evaluate the progress of in-
structional practices at their campuses.

“The principals being able to de-
termine what constitutes rigorous
teaching is a big part of the district’s
success,” said Sylvia Garza, Clint
ISD Assistant Superintendent for In-
structional Services. Her job includes
supervising the district’s professional
development. “It’s one of the many
tools our principals have in their tool
kits.”

The recently released study exam-
ined more than 1,100 schools state-
wide only to find that a majority of
El Paso County schools sit just as
well or better than other Texas
schools with similar economics and
English proficiencies.

Texas Monthly touts Clint District
as model for professional development

Montana Vista and Red Sands El-
ementary Schools, both located in the
East Montana area of the Clint ISD,
received five stars — the highest rank-
ing — on their published report cards.

The study questions the methods
of the state’s accountability system,
which measures the performance of
El Paso’s economically disadvan-
taged schools against schools in
wealthy Texas suburbs.

The Texas Monthly article says that
the study compared student perfor-
mance based on TAAS, specifically
paying attention to how many stu-
dents scored a grade of at least 85.
The study separates schools into four
economic groups and compares
scores within the same group.

Clint ISD earned a report card of
3.4 stars, which is the fourth highest
score in the region, on a scale based
from one to five. Anthony ISD re-
ceived 4.5 stars, San Elizario ISD
received 4 stars and Ysleta ISD re-
ceived 3.8. Larger districts such as
El Paso ISD received 3 stars while
Socorro ISD received 3.1 stars.

“The educational accountability
center’s decision to judge students
based on TAAS proficiency is a more
accurate assessment,” Garza said.
“It’s a wonderful gauge for teachers
and principals to determine how well
they’re doing.”

By Debra Dominguez
Special to the Courier
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King Super Crossword
POLITICAL

CORRECTIONS
ACROSS

    1 _ pole
    6 Miss Marple
  10 Canine tooth
  16 “Nowhere _” (’66
hit)
  19 Luncheonette lure
  20 Bard’s river
  21 May or Stritch
  22 Clark’s “Mogambo”
co-star
  23 She’s not a
bleached blond, she’s
…
  26 Tear
  27 Walk confidently
  28 Composer Albeniz
  29 Stevenson scoun-
drel
  30 Singer Sumac
  31 Fill to the gills
  34 Rapier
  37 _ -Locka, FL
  40 Eastern dye
  42 Raven maven?
  45 _ terrier
  48 She’s not old, she’s
…
  54 Conductor’s con-
cern
  55 “_ Nidre”
  56 Right-fielder Tony
  57 Discontinue
  58 “Strange Interlude”
playwright
  60 Quaker colonist

  62 Baby bites
  64 Hazard
  65 Keats’ “_ a Nightin-
gale”
  66 Scuba site
  68 Tach meas.
  69 Actress Ruby
  70 He doesn’t have
detention, he’s …
  75 Ring figure
  78 Brit. lexicon
  79 Puente or Jackson
  80 Cognizant
  84 Actor Novello
  86 Rushed
  88 Poet Teasdale
  90 Paint over
  92 Sacks
  94 Urania’s sister
  96 Seer’s gift
  98 Undo an error
  99 He’s not ignorant,
he’s …
103 Approaches
104 Superlative suffix
105 It’s up in the air
106 ’60s campus org.
107 Printer’s measure
109 Entangle
110 “A Yank in the _”
(’41 film)
113 _ pro quo
116 Beethoven dedica-
tee
120 Sahara vision
123 Decorative vase
124 He doesn’t snore,
he’s …

130 FBI employee
131 Asian peninsula
132 Give off
133 Bar food?
134 Metro or Prizm
135 Lowdown hound
136 Trick
137 Serengeti springer

DOWN
    1 Eavesdrop elec-
tronically
    2 Smeltery stuff
    3 Legal wrong
    4 Atlanta campus
    5 Adage
    6 Shade of green
    7 Broad st.
    8 Start to snooze
    9 Vane letters
  10 Chubby Checker
has three
  11 Forearm bone
  12 Actress Thompson
  13 Segment
  14 Lodging
  15 PD abbr.
  16 Designer Quant
  17 Gung-ho
  18 Spine start
  24 Spud state
  25 Quiche, e.g.
  29 Young bovine
  31 Pry
  32 Some fishermen
  33 Skater Babilonia
  35 Sty guy
  36 Hockey’s Lindros

  37 Word form for
“eight”
  38 Chemical prefix
  39 Ready for a fight
  41 Lodge brother
  42 Comrade
  43 Ken or Lena
  44 “_ Madigan” (’67
film)
  46 Demure
  47 “Siddhartha” author
  49 Mayberry moppet
  50 Nick of “Cape Fear”
  51 NYC power co.
  52 Like some dogs
  53 Astronaut Slayton
  59 Trademark designs
  61 Tree house?
  63 Lipstick mishap
  67 Chalky cheese
  71 Drive off
  72 Swimmer Gertrude
  73 Actor Lamas
  74 Nerd
  75 Jazz phrase
  76 French spa
  77 Compel
  81 Unit of area
  82 Savanna sounds
  83 Facilitated
  85 Impede
  87 TV’s “Happy _”
  89 Racy neckwear?
  91 Turner and Koppel
  93 Certain
  95 Boy king
  97 Play on words
100 Quiet _ mouse

101 Myriads of moons
102 Worth
108 Southwestern
sights
109 Essential
111 Crop up
112 “_ Attraction” (’87
film)
113 Bog, for short
114 Press
115 “So _ You” (’77
song)
117 Research sites
118 First name in tennis
119 Blind part
120 Dole (out)
121 Arizona river
122 Writer Hunter
124 Collar a crook
125 Coach Parseghian
126 Word with carpet or
cabbage
127 Aussie walker
128 “Great Expecta-
tions” character
129 Byrnes or Roush

Answer Page 7

By  Steve Escajeda�
Special to the Courier

O.K., anyone who was truly shocked to hear
that Jason Rabedeaux didn’t resign after all and
was actually forced out, raise your hand — I
didn’t think so.

UTEP athletic director Bob Stull came clean
last week and stated that the former UTEP bas-
ketball coach was forced to leave the program.
However, as reported by my good friend
Darren Hunt, Stull originally said on Oct. 21,
2002, that Rabedeaux phoned him and said he
wanted to resign.

Now, Stull says that Rabedeaux was never
going to resign because he couldn’t afford to.

Forced out, resigned, forced out, resigned
— the whole thing spins like a prevaricat-
ing yo-yo.

As a result of Rabedeaux’s alleged extra-
marital dalliances, Stull and UTEP president
Diana Natalicio put the squeeze on Rabedeaux
to bid adieu to the program.

By now all of you have heard that Rab will
receive a severance package of $124,458 from
the college. The money will be issued in 10
convenient installments.

The financially-sound question is, however,

It’s a shame when we reward people for their bad behavior
whether UTEP could have gotten rid of the guy
without paying him a penny.

Did Rab have any kind of a morals clause in
his contract?

I mean it’s one thing to have a team that is
constantly outscored on the basketball court but
it’s quite another to have a coach who scores
more off the court than on it.

Will UTEP save money by paying Rab the
$124,000 rather than paying him the whole
amount of the contract? Of course, the school
will save about $500,000. Then why does this
deal have such a sleazy feel to it?

Just a thought — how in the world can you
say you’re saving money when you pay some-
one $124K to do nothing!

What could the basketball program have
bought with the extra $124,000? How many
recruiting plane trips, uniforms, basketballs,
etc. could have been purchased with the extra
dough?

I certainly hope that if I am ever forced to
leave my job because I can’t control my hor-
mones better than the average 16-year old that
I can receive a severance package basically
equivalent to a year’s salary.

Where’s the justice? Where’s the decency?
Where’s the integrity?

Heck, even Bill Clinton would bite his up-

per lip and give one of those patented thumbs
up to Rab after hearing of his alleged exploits.

What ever happened to the idea that one is
not rewarded for bad behavior.

Well, we’re only 10 checks away from clos-
ing the book on one of the worst hires the UTEP
athletic department has ever made.

And as for Rab’s replacement Billy Gillespie,
I believe the wins will eventually come.

And by the way, if you ever see Gillespie
out on a date with a member of the opposite
sex, don’t get excited — this coach is not
married.

Shut up Shaq
Everybody who knows the game of basket-

ball knows that Shaquille O’Neal is one of the
best centers to ever play the game.

His height, his weight and his agility make
him almost unstoppable anywhere near the
basket.

In fact, Shaq is so good that he has led the
Los Angeles Lakers to three straight NBA titles.

Everybody who knows the game of basket-
ball also knows that when it comes to using
the powerful forces of the brain, Shaquille
O’Neal is one of life’s benchwarmers.

O’Neal, who has a section reserved all to
himself in most “Dumbest comments by ath-

letes” articles, is busy trying to add to his list.
Seems the popularity that Houston Rockets’

center Yao Ming is receiving is irritating to the
Lakers’ big man.

Recently Shaq was speaking to an AsianWeek
reporter and he answered a question concern-
ing his derogatory remarks about Ming.

In his own regrettable style, Shaq answered
the reporter by saying, “Tell Yao Ming ‘ching-
chong-yang-wah-ah-soh.’”

I think my nine-year old son has better sense.
Needless to say, Shaq has offended some

people. But Shaq feels he’s done nothing
wrong.

“I said it jokingly,” Shaq claims. Shaq said
the reporter is just a guy who doesn’t have a
sense of humor, like he does.

Shaq said he’s always trying to be a come-
dian. “Sometimes I make a good joke and
sometimes I make a bad joke.”

It seems to me that sometimes Shaquille
O’Neal is a bad joke.

I think a lot of people are getting a little tired
of Shaq’s thick-headed remarks. Yao Ming ac-
tually leads O’Neal in the all-star balloting,
which is chosen by the fans.

That should tell Shaq something about the
way he is being perceived. But I doubt he’ll be
able to figure it out.

EL PASO COUNTY — Sen. Eliot
Shapleigh and a contingent of soccer enthu-
siasts want to make Canutillo the soccer capi-
tal of the Southwest, according to a recent
presentation made to the El Paso County
Commissioners. The group is seeking a com-
mitment from the  County to build an 18-field,
$3.2 million complex at Gallegos Park.

Because El Paso has great weather, is near
an international border, and has significant tal-
ent here already, the idea seems a natural —
except that the area has a shortage of adequate
fields and facilities to attract major events,
Shapleigh said.

Sun Bowl Association representatives ac-
companied Shapleigh in his request along with
support from the Westside Soccer League, the
El Paso Youth Soccer Association, and the
Camino Real Soccer Council.

John Folmer of the Sun Bowl Association
paraphrased a line from the Field of Dreams
movie when he said “If we build the fields,

they will come to play.”
Gallegos Park already has seven soccer

fields, and was the site of the Cinco de mayo
Tournament that fielded some 115 teams, sup-
porters said, but some participants said they
would not return because the fields were in
poor condition.

The soccer group is hoping to access some
$30 million in bonds sold by the county late
last year designated for construction of parks
and recreational facilities.

Plans are already on the board to utilize the
newly-purchased Sportspark on the Eastside
of El Paso for 18 soccer fields.

However, County Commissioner Miguel
Teran said he would oppose the proposals un-
less some tangible plans are made to construct
parks and facilities in his Lower Valley district.

Teran said his district doesn’t contain a
single soccer field. In the bond sale it was
stated that a regional park would be con-
structed in the Lower Valley.

Canutillo proposed as
Southwest soccer capitalAUSTIN — Gov. Rick Perry has proclaimed

January 2003 as School Board Recognition
Month. Districts across the state will use this
opportunity to show their appreciation and
bolster understanding of the crucial role elected
boards of education play in their local schools
and communities.

“Texas’ public education system is key to
the success of its citizens, providing young
Texans across this great state with a solid foun-
dation for the future. School boards guide our
public education system at the local level.
Working without pay, (they) give of their time
and expertise,” Perry said.

“For more than 200 years, school boards
have served our nation well and helped shape
our future leaders. As we look to the future and
the challenges ahead, school board members
will continue to play an increasingly impor-
tant role to ensure that young Texans are pre-
pared to excel,” he said.

“The Texas Association of School Boards,
created in 1949, represents and serves school
board members throughout our great state. To
raise awareness of the valuable service that

Governor says school board trustees deserve recognition
school board members provide to the schools
and children of Texas, TASB conducts an
awareness campaign during January.

“At this time, in support of this outstanding
effort, I urge all Texans to recognize the con-
tributions that local school boards make to our
education system. Through their service, they
are building the future of Texas,” Perry said.

“Local trustees work with community lead-
ers, families, and educators to develop sound
educational policies in their districts,” said
James B. Crow, TASB executive director.

“It is important to recognize the commitment
that board service requires of more than 7,000
locally elected trustees in Texas,” Crow said.
“We hope every community will acknowledge
the contributions of their local school board
members, who share their vision and voice as
dedicated advocates for Texas youth.”

TASB is a nonprofit association established
in 1949 to serve local Texas school districts.
School board members are the largest group of
publicl elected officials in the state. The districts
they represent have a combined budget of $26
billion and employ more than 540,000 people.
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Comix
OUT ON A LIMB  By Gary Kopervas

GOT A LIFE By Terri Davis

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

By Don Flood
They should have seen this coming, but it looks like

the psychics of San Francisco may soon be regulated.
According to an article in the San Francisco Chronicle,

Supervisor Aaron Peskin has introduced an ordinance
to protect the citizens from unscrupulous fortunetellers,
who “charge $500 and up for weekly visits.”

That’s right, folks, five hundred smackers! For a
weekly visit with a fortuneteller.

They don’t get even get an oil change with that.
But before you dismiss these people as misguided,

consider some of the extremely clever real-life tricks
that would be banned by the ordinance:

• The old hair in the grapefruit con — In this trick,
according to the Chronicle, “the client rubs a grapefruit
on his body and covers it with money, and the fortuneteller
then plants a hair inside the grapefruit to prove the money
is cursed, and keeps the money.” (My italics.)

Well, it’s no wonder they fall for that one!
Wouldn’t you?
You have to admit, finding a hair in the grapefruit

sounds like pretty convincing evidence that your
money is in league with the devil.

But apparently Mr. Peskin feels otherwise, so what
appears to be a good way of weeding out cursed money
will no longer be available to the public.

• The old promise-to-bury-your-money-in-the-grave-
yard scam — In this one, which would also be banned,
the fortune-teller “promises to bury a client’s ‘cursed’
money in a graveyard, but keeps it instead.” (My ital-
ics, again.)

Isn’t that sad?
I mean, if you can’t trust your fortuneteller to handle

your money-burying needs, whom can you trust?

Get rid of your cursed money
Well, me, for one.
Yes, dear readers, I know that many of you out there

are living in daily fear that your money is cursed.
And, unfortunately, your suspicions are probably

correct. Our nation’s economy is saturated with cursed
money.

Those innocent-looking bills in your wallet?
They’re probably cursed, as is the money in your

checking account, on your dresser and in between the
seat cushions of your couch.

Not my money, you say?
Well, ask yourself this question: “Is my money cursed?”
Oops, too late. Just the fact you asked that question

proves your money is cursed and you better unload it
right away.

But where? You certainly can’t hand it over to the
fortunetellers. They can’t be trusted to dispose of it
properly.

No need to worry. I will take care of it.
And don’t worry about sending cash through the

mail. I can dispose of the cursed money just as easily
if you send it to me in the form of a cashier’s check or
money order.

But back in San Francisco, not all are happy with
the city supervisor’s proposed ordinance, including —
and I am not kidding — Dionysia, Goddess of Light
and Direction.

The Chronicle quoted Dionysia — no last name
given — as saying, “What a rip-off. It’s the just the
city, capitalizing on folks trying to make a living.”

I feel bad for Dionysia, but nobody ever said it was
easy being a minor deity, even in California.
______________________________________________________

(c) 2003 King Features Synd., Inc.

report is entitled “Stimulating
Smarter Regulation” and focuses on
316 federal regs and guidelines that the
Administration is mulling over. It was
solicited from 1,700 contributors —
including industry associations, con-
sumer organizations and individuals
— and it even spotlights whether the
Food and Drug Administration needs
to disclose the caffeine content of
foods and beverages, or whether the
Environmental Protection Agency
should make changes in drinking-wa-
ter standards and loosen up on report-
ing of toxic chemicals used by indus-
try. The report also weighs recent regu-
latory changes and the costs and ben-
efits of major regulations. It was all
generated in the aftermath of 9/11 and
notably mentions additional screening
of non-citizens seeking flight training,
the requirement of fees up to $10 per
passenger to pay for airline security
measures and greater gathering of in-

formation on foreign visitors.
Predictably, critics complain of in-

fringements on civil liberties and
decent treatment toward immigrants.

But, alarm and necessity are begin-
ning to give way, inevitably, to cost-
effectiveness. And others smell
deeper ploys.

One regulatory analyst for the
Natural Resources Defense Council
claims the report is an outright “hit
list” and that the White House wants
to roll back health and environmen-
tal safeguards to benefit business. But
the OMB says it is neutral on the pro-
posals for now.

Reyes
From Page 2
_____________________

AUSTIN — A new team of health
specialists has been charged with
improving the health of all Texans.
They’ll likely start with the usual
suspects — improving immunization
rates and promoting physical activ-
ity and good nutrition. But from there
these collaborators have expanded
their scope to broader, less conven-
tional corners — such as increasing
graduation rates.

Seeing more diplomas dispensed is
not a typical target of public health
professionals, but is one of a series of
important goals if the aim is to improve
the root causes of health problems as
well as treat the symptoms themselves,
according to the December issue of
Texas Medicine magazine.

The Texas State Strategic Health
Partnership is a collaboration of
people from the medical profession;
state and local governments; and so-
cial, advocacy, philanthropic, envi-
ronmental, and education groups.
They will work under the guidance
of the Texas Department of Health
to name and pursue 12 health goals
for Texas.

“The goals are bold,” said Hardy
D. Loe, Jr., MD, MPH, director of
the Texas Public Health Training
Center at the University of Houston.
“They begin to recognize the rela-
tionship of lack of education and lack
of income to health problems.”

He said that goals to improve those
conditions, which are not particularly
thought of as public health areas,
warrant primary attention. Dr. Loe
was part of the Strategic Health Part-
nership steering committee that be-
gan mapping the group’s direction in
October.

“It goes past the usual ‘let’s raise
the immunization rate or let’s reduce
the heart disease or sexually trans-
mitted disease rates’ and it begins to
get at what are the fundamental
causes of those problems,” he added.

“Improving the health of a popu-

Lack of education can be harmful to
your health, medical group concludes

lation is a shared responsibility. De-
ciding what needs to be done to get
there should be a shared responsibil-
ity as well,” said Texas Commis-
sioner of Health Eduardo Sanchez,
MD, who chaired the October steer-
ing committee.

The goals will be part of a Texas
Declaration for Health, the need for
which was identified in the summer-
time release of two TDH reports that
assessed Texans’ health status and
created a plan of action.

Beyond the collaborative compo-
nent, the novelty of this approach
may be in public health officials
squaring off against elements they’ve
not addressed before, though they are
not new. Health care professionals
have recognized a correlation be-
tween public health and education
levels, income levels, and even men-
tal health, but have generally re-
garded those external factors as out
of bounds or unreachable.

“Public health and mental health
have been artificially separated for-
ever,” Patti Patterson, MD, chair of
TMA’s Council on Public Health and
a steering committee member, noted
as one example. “Anyone in practice
knows that they’re not separate,
they’re very integrated.” She identifies
research pointing to depression as a
risk factor for heart attacks as evidence.

The stakeholder commitments called
for by the plan would ensure methods
for the Texas public health goals to be
carried out. The idea is to foster coopera-
tion among the various groups within and
outside the health arena.

For its share, TMA vows to edu-
cate physicians on the issues and
goals, as well as to continue existing
TMA missions to improve Texas
child immunization rates, nutrition,
and physical activity, among other
commitments.

TMA is the largest state medical soci-
ety in the nation, representing 38,000
physician and medical student members.
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THURSDAY

Sunny.

54°▲ ▼

THUR. NIGHT

Clear and colder.

FRIDAY

Sunshine.

54°▲ 28°▼

SATURDAY

Sunny.

56°▲ 30°▼

SUNDAY

Abundant
sunshine.

60°▲ 34°▼

MONDAY

Sunny.

64°▲ 34°▼

TUESDAY

Mostly sunny.

60°▲ 30°▼

WEDNESDAY

Plenty of sunshine.

60°▲ 32°▼

WEATHER AccuWeather .com

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PASO

TEXAS WEATHER TRAVELERS CITIESUV INDEX

REAL FEEL TEMP™

AGRICULTURE

Statistics for noon.

Thursday ............ 4 ....................Low
Friday ................ 4 ....................Low
Saturday ............ 4 ....................Low
Sunday .............. 4 ....................Low
Monday .............. 4 ....................Low
Tuesday .............. 4 ....................Low
Wednesday ........ 4 ....................Low

The higher the UV Index, the greater
the need for eye and skin protection.

Albuquerque 47/18/s 49/24/s 51/25/s 54/28/s 55/21/s
Atlanta 46/32/pc 38/21/pc 41/23/pc 41/30/s 48/29/s
Atlantic City 30/20/pc 32/20/pc 31/25/pc 32/21/pc 41/21/c
Austin/San Antonio 53/22/pc 52/21/s 59/31/s 60/32/s 49/27/pc
Baltimore 30/20/pc 30/16/pc 32/18/pc 34/20/s 42/23/c
Boston 20/14/pc 20/12/c 20/14/pc 24/18/c 33/20/c
Chicago 24/8/sf 22/10/sf 24/12/sf 31/20/c 34/10/sn
Dallas/Ft. Worth 44/16/pc 47/29/s 48/29/s 54/38/s 58/34/s
Denver 32/15/pc 40/22/pc 45/24/s 55/24/s 47/9/pc
Flagstaff 48/18/s 50/18/s 52/18/s 52/20/pc 47/17/s
Houston 57/32/pc 48/28/s 58/32/s 60/38/s 60/39/s
Kansas City 25/8/sf 28/14/s 32/18/sf 38/26/pc 43/12/pc
Las Vegas 63/37/s 63/39/s 65/39/s 64/38/s 62/36/s
Miami 75/63/pc 74/57/pc 69/49/pc 66/51/s 71/51/s
Minneapolis 18/-2/s 22/6/pc 18/6/c 32/16/pc 25/-8/c
New Orleans 66/40/c 48/27/pc 45/35/s 49/30/s 53/37/s
New York City 28/20/pc 28/18/pc 30/16/pc 28/18/pc 36/26/c
Philadelphia 30/22/pc 28/18/pc 28/18/pc 32/22/pc 40/23/c
Phoenix 75/48/s 73/46/s 73/46/s 71/48/pc 71/44/s
Portland 48/36/pc 50/36/s 50/38/pc 48/38/c 49/37/pc
San Francisco 66/44/s 66/46/s 64/46/s 64/46/pc 57/48/s
Seattle 48/38/c 50/38/pc 50/38/pc 49/39/r 48/37/c
Tucson 72/37/s 69/39/s 72/40/s 71/41/pc 67/33/pc
Washington, DC 30/22/pc 32/20/pc 34/22/pc 36/24/s 43/28/c

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Thur. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

High pressure building into the region will allow for 5-7 hours of sunshine today. Winds will be out of the northeast at 8-16 mph. The
relative humidity will average 30-50 percent. Tranquil weather is expected over the next several days as high pressure remains in
control of the weather pattern. Weather (W): s -sunny, pc -partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh -showers, t-thunderstorms,

r-rain, sf -snow flurries, sn -snow, i-ice.

Thursday .................................... 44°
Friday .......................................... 44°
Saturday ...................................... 43°
Sunday ........................................ 46°
Monday ........................................ 61°
Tuesday ...................................... 57°
Wednesday ................................ 61°

The exclusive AccuWeather composite of the
effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine,
precipitation, and elevation on the human body.

Shown is Thursday’s
weather.
Temperatures are
Thursday’s highs and
Thursday night’s lows.

All maps, forecasts and data provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2003

Anthony 54 22

Canutillo 55 23

Fabens 52 23

Clint 52 23

E. Montana 54 25

Socorro 53 23

Horizon 55 23

San Elizario 52 20

Tornillo 52 23

Vinton 55 23
El Paso
54/25

Santa Fe
42/11

Albuquerque
47/18

Alamogordo
52/14

Las Cruces
53/18

Deming
55/17 Carlsbad

45/19

Amarillo
31/14

Lubbock
37/14

Alpine
45/17

Odessa
41/17

Lajitas
52/21

Ruidoso
43/22

Cloudcroft
33/1

Ciudad
Juárez
54/23

25°

Mexico

THE ORIGINAL WET/DRY VAC

®®

See the complete line of the #1 selling brand of wet/dry vacs, filters and accessories.

If It Doesn’t Say Shop•Vac, Keep Shopping!®

www.shopvac.com
Shop-Vac® is a registered trademark 
of Shop-Vac Corporation.

www.lowes.com
Lowe’s® and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC.

©2002 Lowe’s® Home Centers, Inc.
For the Lowe’s nearest you call 1-800-44-LOWES.

Prices may vary if there are market variations.

DARE TO  
COMPARE

✔  Genuine Shop-Vac 
Brand

✔  Low-Profile,  
Anti-Tip Design

✔  Quietest Wet/Dry 
Vac Available

✔  Extra-Large  
Tool Basket

✔  Convertible  
Blower Port

✔  High-Performance  
Cartridge Filter

✔  Lock-On Hose
✔  18-Foot Power Cord
✔  Top & Side  

Carry Handles
✔  Big 2-1/2" 

Accessories

No other wet/dry vac
has all of these features.
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Available Only At

$6988$6988
12 Gallon 
5.0 Peak HP
Wet/Dry Vac
#159648

Available Only 
At Lowe’s

Can’t Tip This!
makes it virtually  
impossible to 
knock over!

Exclusive

By Don Woodyard�
Courier Staff Writer

CANUTILLO—”This is the start
of something big,” said Charles Hart,
superintendent of the Canutillo Inde-
pendent School District. “A whole
new era,” he added, “to put us ahead
of the growth curve that is coming.”

“This is a moment we all have looked
forward to for a long time,” noted Dr.
John Kessinger, assistant superintendent
of the Canutillo ISD. “I can’t wait to get
started with construction. This is some-
thing the students and citizens of
Canutillo deserve.”

‘Long hard fight’ for new Canutillo High School culminates in groundbreaking
The senior administrators were re-

ferring to the groundbreaking held
last Friday for the long-awaited high
school. The new high school, sched-
uled for completion in 2005, will be
235,000 square feet and will have the
capacity for 2,500 students.

Yvonne Sanchez, president of the
Canutillo ISD board of trustees, had
a special way of expressing her plea-
sure for the occasion.

She compared it with opening a
package on Christmas morning as a
child—taking off the ribbon, open-
ing the box and removing the tissue
paper inside. “Totally excited…a
Christmas morning ecstasy.”

“Are we planting great seeds? I
think so,” she says, answering her
own question. “Everybody is help-
ing. We see growth; we see changes.”

Laure Searls, secretary of the
board, shared the excitement.

“I am really, really excited …abso-
lute excitement. This has been a long,
hard fight. Now we’ve got a job to pro-
duce a first-rate high school where kids
will be educated, bloom and grow.”

Actual construction and site prepa-
ration is expected to begin in 30-45
days on 50 acres of land located on
the west side of I-10, just south of
the Northwest Campus of El Paso
Community College.

The new facility will replace the
current high school that was built in
1975. The present high school will
be converted into a middle school.

“The new Canutillo High School
is a facility that has been desperately
needed and will be a complete cam-
pus with state of the art technology
for student learning,” according to a
fact sheet from Dimensions Archi-
tects International which designed
the school based on input from the
community and educators. “The lay-
out and design encourages commu-
nity use and participation.

“A complete football field, running
track, practice field, baseball field,

softball field, tennis courts, basket-
ball courts and outdoor gathering ar-
eas make up the entire campus.”

Ninety-six percent of Canutillo
voters approved a $23 million bond
issue for the high school in 1999.


