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It’s funny how we never get too old to
learn some new ways to be foolish.

— Quips & Quotes
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AUSTIN — Gov. Rick Perry has launched
“Operation Rio Grande,” a state-led initia-
tive to address escalating violence, increase
border security and ensure Texans’ safety.
The operation brings together a variety of
state resources to better secure the Texas-
Mexico border from Brownsville to El Paso.

“There is not only great concern that the
drug trade is becoming more aggressive, but
that terrorist organizations are seeking to
exploit our porous border,” Perry said. “Last
year alone, 135,000 people who are not of
Mexican descent were apprehended enter-
ing Texas illegally.”

Recent events along the border indicate
that violence and criminal activity have es-
calated, including the apprehension of four
Iraqis headed to U.S. soil by Mexican offi-
cials, the discovery of a criminal
organization’s weapons stockpile in Laredo
that included improvised explosive devices
and fragmentation hand grenades, and the
recent chase of narco-terrorists involving
local deputies and Department of Public
Safety (DPS) officers in Hudspeth County.

“With ‘Operation Rio Grande’, the state
will take the lead role in coordinating state
and local efforts to detect, track and deter
criminal activity along the border,” Perry
said. “Using intelligence, available state as-
sets, and a new command and control struc-
ture, we are going to take back our border from
those who exploit it.”

Perry activated the Governor’s Emergency
Management Council and placed the Texas
Fusion Center on the highest alert level under
the supervision of Texas Homeland Security
Director Steve McCraw. The State Operations
Center will serve as a central point of coordi-
nation for state, local and federal officials, as
well as a single hub for incident reporting and
intelligence support for law enforcement agen-
cies up to 100 miles away from the Rio Grande
River. It’s the first time the State Operations
Center has been activated to coordinate a law
enforcement operation.

As part of “Operation Rio Grande,” Perry
has also ordered deployment of: a DPS rapid
response team of state troopers dispatched
to troubled areas; DPS narcotics, motor ve-
hicle theft and criminal intelligence investi-
gators to conduct covert patrols and surveil-
lance activities; DPS fixed and rotary avia-
tion assets to support Operation Linebacker
patrols; a DPS SWAT Team and the devel-
opment of regionalized, enhanced swat
teams with rapid response capabilities; a
border-wide investigation of alleged incur-
sions by the Mexican military, conducted by
the Texas Rangers; and other state assets,
including Texas Department of Criminal Jus-
tice canine search teams, Texas Parks and
Wildlife game wardens, and Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation road barriers.

The Texas Army National Guard planners
and analysts will also provide support.

“Operation Rio Grande” builds upon Op-
eration Linebacker, an initiative developed by
the 16-member Texas Border Sheriff’s Coali-
tion to deter border-related criminal activities
through increased manpower and equipment.
Perry has provided nearly $10 million to Op-
eration Linebacker since December.

— Contributed by Kathy Walt

Governor launches
security program to
beef up border security

Clint gets speedy
High-speed internet service will soon be
coming to Clint, thanks to a technology
investment backed by bipartisan legisla-
tion, according to an announcement by
Gov. Rick Perry, Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst
and House Speaker Tom Craddick this
week. The Texas Legislature produced a
comprehensive update of Texas commu-
nications laws in Senate Bill 5 last year.
Now government reps and communica-
tions companies are saying it has opened
the way for AT&T to invest $800 million
in new technology and electric delivery
companies to invest $150 million in broad-
band over power lines, the largest roll-out
in the nation. When completion is reached,
expected by the end of 2006, every switch-
ing location in Texas served by AT&T will
be capable of providing high-speed DSL
internet service.

Meeting for names
Canutillo Independent School District Fa-
cilities Naming Committee will hold a
Town Hall meeting to discuss the naming
of five athletic facilities located at the new
Canutillo High School. The facilities in-
clude the football stadium, gymnasium
complex, tennis complex, baseball, and
softball fields. The meeting is scheduled
for 7 p.m., Wednesday, February 22, in the
CHS Theater, 6675 South Desert. The
meeting is open to the public. The meet-
ing will consist of a review of previously
submitted nominations and acceptance of
new nominations. For more information
call 877-7482.

In other news
� The Montana Vista community on East
Montana now hosts a recycling center,
open to the public on Saturdays and Sun-
days, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 15698 Montana.
Newspapers, papers, plastics, and used
motor oil will be accepted. This is a U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency pilot
project. Call 772-7657 for information.

� Montwood High School is accepting
nominations for the school’s Ring of
Honor, for alumni or ex-employees of the
school, with a deadline of Monday, Feb.
20. Those honored have made continued
contributions to society through commu-
nity activities or in their chosen fields of
endeavor that bring credit to the campus.
Call 937-2615 for more information.

� For the first time in El Paso, Girl Scouts
of the Rio Grande presents: Cookie Box
Creations! This program partnered 75
girls, ages 11-17, with eight local archi-
tect and engineer firms. In this unique,
educational design contest, each team was
challenged to turn 800 empty Girl Scout
cookie boxes into eight-foot freestanding
structures that reflect this year’s Cookie

CANUTILLO — Canutillo ISD Board of
Trustees approved unanimously the
administration’s recommendation to
name Annette Brigham as the prin-
cipal for the new Jose J. Alderete
Middle School, which is scheduled
to open in August. The approval was
given during a special School Board
meeting held February 9.

Brigham, who has been principal
of Bill Childress Elementary School
for the past six years, said that she
welcomed the challenge. “I am an
advocate for my students, and I will
do everything necessary to ensure
that the new middle school has the faculty, staff,
and facilities necessary to provide all student
with a quality education,” Brigham said.

The naming of the new principal comes
about a month after the school board voted to
realign district campuses so that instead of
opening a fifth and sixth grade school next year
at the current Canutillo Middle School site at
801 Talbot as initially planned, the District will

open a second middle school, the
Jose J. Alderete Middle School. The
current Canutillo Middle School will
move to the old Canutillo High
School at 7311 Bosque. Both middle
schools will serve students in grades
sixth through eighth.

CISD Superintendent Dr. Pam
Padilla, stated that a major reason
for the change is the unprecedented
growth the district is experiencing.
“Our best estimates predicted that
most of our new students would be

early elementary school age. However, we have

Canutillo ISD school board names new principal
By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

Superintendent has positive expectations for Anthony ISD
By Don Woodyard
Courier Staff Writer

ANTHONY — Great Expectations is a
novel by Charles Dickens but Vern Butler, su-
perintendent of the Anthony Independent
School District, speaks of expectations in a
slightly different way. One of his goals for his
Upper Valley school district is having “higher
expectations” for the students.

This carries over equally to the parents, he
underscores, so they may know what is ex-
pected of their sons and daughters.

A higher expectation for students is the first
of three goals Butler lists as he prepares to em-
bark on his third year at the helm of the AISD.

Better parental involvement in the educa-
tional process for their sons and daughters.

Better communication — between the dis-
trict and the student, between the district and

parent and better communication between the
district and the community. “We need to do a
better job of involving the community and
meeting those expectations,” he says.

Butler, who took over as superintendent on March
1, 2004, emphasizes the importance of better
communication. Without better communication,
those higher expectations cannot be achieved.

Both elements, higher expectations and better
communications, are sign posts along what But-
ler terms a “pathway to success.” He envisions
students achieving excellence along that pathway.

“I feel good; I feel positive about what we
have done so far,” he says. “But we have so
much more to do.”

He is setting objectives “for myself and the
leadership team to carry over to benefit not only
the rest of the faculty, but the community as well.”

Butler reaffirms what he has said previously

See ANTHONY, Page 2

Annette Brigham

See PRINCIPAL, Page 8

EAST EL PASO COUNTY
— Students at Montwood
High School did not realize
that when the 45-foot, bright
yellow C-SPAN bus rolled
into their school, over a mil-
lion dollars worth of television
production equipment was
parked in the parking lot. But
C-SPAN was bringing them
something more valuable —
knowledge and a call to action.

“It was interesting to see the
production bus,” says
Montwood senior Alexandra Kelley. “I think
it’s nice that they care enough to educate us
about what it is that they do.”

The network’s community outreach vehicle,
which travels 11 months of the year, made its

By Carlos A. Briano
Special to the Courier

C-SPAN bus is eye-opening
exhibit for Montwood students

— Photo courtesy Socorro ISD

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS… — Montwood government and
history students were able to tour the C-SPAN mobile
production studio and demonstration center.

way to Montwood High on Feb. 7. And for a
few hours, government and history students
were able to tour the mobile production studio

See BUS, Page 4
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Horizon Plumbing
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• Evaporative Cooler Service
• Appliance Installation
• Faucet and Sprinkler Repair

This week,
being unfor-
tunate host to
Valentine’s
Day, has been

filled with all kinds of malarkey
about love. Mostly advertising, since
this lustful celebration has ranking on
the commercialism meter second
only to Christmas.

Ka-ching go the cash registers as
America searches for the true mean-
ing of love, fueled by the desire to
find that certain special someone who
will love us for who we really are —
for “the real me.”

Well, sorry, folks. That real special
somebody is a figment of our imagi-
nation and even if he or she showed
up, they wouldn’t love us very long
if they really could see into our souls,
into the very heart of the person we
are. Better to keep the real you a little
camouflaged.

It’s not a pretty sight.
True love — the old hard-knocks,

survivalist kind that doesn’t duck and
run at the first sign of adversity —
isn’t based on whether or not we love
the inner-most being of our signifi-
cant other.

It’s based on whether we can love
them, or they us, in spite of who we
really are.

Of course, this goes against every-
thing we want to believe. If this were
accepted as the truth it really is, a

The real me
huge segment of our economy would
go down the tubes, from publishers
of romance novels to candy manu-
facturers to jewelry stores.

There is something in us that hangs
onto the fairy tales about happily-
ever-after. We want to think that there
is somebody, somewhere, who is not
only going to accept our every fault,
failure, bad habit and deficiency, but
be enthralled by it. We dream of the
Prince Charming or Cinderella who
will arrive in one glorious moment
and never change.

What strikes me as humorous is
that millions of women, and more
men than you would expect, watch
daytime soap operas. These “roman-
tic” American institutions are a
never-ending portrayal of relation-
ships in which no one is ever true,
honest or faithful. Yet we eat ‘em up
with a spoon, yearning for that wild,
romantic rush — albeit vicariously
— when two people hear the mating
call at the same time. And how long
does it last? Well, sometimes, in a
really long-term soap relationship, at
least until the next commercial.

Ever wonder whether Romeo and
Juliet would have stayed together if
they had lived long enough to have a
mid-life crises or whether the prince
would still love Rapunzel after she
got a hair cut and gained some
weight? Never mind, we don’t want
reality mixed in with our fantasy. The

farce of human romanticism denies
the simple reality that people are just
people — every single one of us
flawed, ugly, odorous and messy in
some way or another.

In fact, the best we can hope for is
to find someone who recognizes in us
enough desirable qualities that they
can overlook all our undesirable ones.
It is especially conducive to success if
we feel the same way about them.

Let’s face it, you don’t find guys
who are loving, gentle and caring who
will also go to battle with the world
while changing a flat tire and single-
handedly remodeling the house. On
the other, there aren’t too many women
who have high-powered, high-paying
jobs who aren’t going to be equally
demanding when it comes to running
the home — or who are still cuddly
when they get there.

In other words, we don’t get it all.
What we do get are bits, parts and
pieces, some good, some bad, pretty
and ugly. What we do with these,
what kind of mosaic we put together
with them, are the result of a lot of
hard work, creativity and — dare I
say this? — patience.

In a good relationship, two people
have recognized their own shortcom-
ings and instead of flaunting them in
their sweetie’s face in an attempt to
make him or her prove how much
they care, they go out of their way to
conceal them, or at the very least,
keep ‘em under control.

Why, that’s dishonest, the love
merchants will shriek. That might
actually make a relationship last, and
where is the profit in that? Where is
the romantic suspense, the tears, the
frustration, the pain, the agony? What
will happen to our profits if a guy
isn’t so shallow that candy and jew-
elry are the only way he has to show
his girl he loves her? Or if she isn’t
shallow enough to demand them?

I heard a good joke about the first
man discussing what kind of mate he
wanted his Creator to give him. What
will it cost me, he asks, to get a beau-
tiful, smart, talented, rich, loving
woman who will also give birth to
and raise a whole bunch of kids?

An arm and a leg, was the reply.
In that case, he says, what can I

get for a rib?
So much for Cinderella.

Por la Gente By State Rep. Chente Quintanilla

As I reflect
on my second
term as your
Texas State
Representa-

tive for District 75, I have set a pri-
ority to introduce a bipartisan plan
to fully fund our public schools and
cut high property taxes immediately.
The Court’s June 1, 2006 deadline
makes the need for the Legislature
to come together and address this is-
sue  even more pressing.

I have been committed to full time
public service and have a great deal of
love and respect for my district. I was
raised in Tornillo which is where I
make my home. I am a family man
who has worked hard to insure a good
education for all my children. There-
fore, I am proud to have been given
an A+ on my voting record on educa-
tion issues by the Texas Federation of
Teachers. I served more than 21 years
as the Assistant Superintendent of Ad-
ministration for the Socorro ISD but I

Education voting record is good
have also been a school principal, as-
sistant principal, elementary and
middle school teacher, and football,
basketball, and track coach. Thus, I can
honestly say that I’ve run the gamut
of jobs in education and am very fa-
miliar with the necessity of educating
our youngsters, our future leaders.

During my tenure as a freshman
delegation member I have encoun-
tered many challenges which include
working under a Republican leader-
ship majority, a $10 billion budget
deficit my first term and a $5 billion
deficit in 2005. But I have held to my
Democratic principles and helped
defeat bad legislation that would have
hurt our current public school fund-
ing. My actions for a better, stron-
ger, equal, public school funding plan
include my continuous work to
bridge bi-partisan support for a qual-
ity public education finance plan and
derail bad education policy that will
be malignant for our children.

As your voice in Austin I have filed

and supported legislation to protect
colonia residents, to control the pro-
liferation of colonias, to provide in-
terest-free loans from the Texas Wa-
ter Development Board for water dis-
tricts in economically distressed ar-
eas, and to offer manufactured home
buyers grant loan programs. I have
also sought to promote a more effi-
cient, effective, and less expensive
method of providing water to East
Montana. This bill authorized the
Board of Directors of the Homestead
Municipal Utility District to dissolve
the district and transfer the district’s
assets and liabilities to the City of El
Paso. I also filed legislation to pro-
tect senior citizens from predator
fraud with stiff penalties for those
who commit fraud against elderly.

Throughout these four years —
two terms — in office, I have been
humbled by your vote of confidence.
I am a man with no hidden agenda
who is dedicated and respond to our
community’s needs.

— that he doesn’t see the small
school district consolidating with the
larger, adjacent Canutillo ISD, un-
less it is mandated by new state law.
He adds, “I don’t think the commu-
nity is going to give up their school
district. They take pride in it.”

The superintendent says AISD has
moved to Division 3A from 2A. The
reason for the change was the long dis-
tances involved in traveling for vari-
ous activities and the toll it took on the
kids not to mention the extended peri-
ods of time away from school.

Anthony will play Clint High
School, Fabens, Tornillo, Pecos

and Monahans in football. For all
other sports, Anthony will be com-
peting with Clint, Tornillo, Fabens
and Presidio.

Looking back at the past school
year, he notes the completion of the
high school library and a new tech-
nology lab. Looking ahead, he and the
board are seeking funding for new
shelving to accommodate the books.

He praises the level of profes-
sionalism in the district staff for
what has been achieved.

And the district has grown — from
752 in the 2004-05 school year, But-
ler says the student population now
stands at around 806. He says there is
room for growth with current facili-
ties without new construction. He said
the strategic planning committee will
focus on future needs of the district.

Anthony
From Page 1
______________________
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Eye on D.C.  By U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla

Reyes Reports By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

President
George W.
Bush submit-
ted his fiscal
year 2007

budget to Congress last week, and
proposed cuts in funding for several
domestic programs border residents
rely on, such as health care, hous-
ing, veterans care and assistance, and
education.

Food Assistance
My colleagues and I in Congress

will use the President’s budget as a
template to shape our yearly funding
bills, and I am already working to
block many of these cuts. For example,
my colleagues and I have written to
the Under Secretary for Food, Nutri-
tion, and Consumer Services at the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) to express our concerns about
the elimination of the Commodity
Supplemental Food Program (CSFP).

The CSFP dates back to 1968 and
provides healthy groceries, such as
dairy products, meats, vegetables and
bread to low-income individuals. It
mainly serves seniors, but also pro-
vides food and other items such as
infant formula for low-income fami-
lies with babies. The program serves

Keeping assistance programs
over 475,000 low-income families
every month, and is an important tool
for many who have to stretch their
thin budget just to buy prescriptions
and utilities.

President Bush has proposed to
transfer seniors and families in the
CSFP to the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, In-
fants, and Children, known as WIC,
or to food stamps. This proposal,
though, is not in the best interests of
CSFP recipients. Our elderly popu-
lation is the most reluctant popula-
tion accessing food stamps, and many
will reject the idea of going on food
stamps or applying for assistance.
Moreover, many elderly citizens will
not qualify for the same amount of
groceries they receive from CSFP, and
will lose helpful and sometimes nec-
essary services offered by CSFP, such
as home delivery of food every month.

Veterans
I have also had the opportunity to

present my concerns about the
President’s budget to the Secretary of
the U.S. Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, Jim Nicholson. I am a member
of the House Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, which questioned Secretary
Nicholson about the proposed De-

partment of Veterans Affairs budget
last week.

I have mixed feelings about the
Administration’s Department of Vet-
erans Affairs budget proposal. I feel
it is a step in the right direction, but
not enough to meet the needs of our
veterans in El Paso and across the
country. Like last year’s past, it in-
cludes legislative proposals that
would impose additional fees on our
nation’s veterans, such as a $250 en-
rollment fee and increase in pharma-
ceutical co-payments from $8 to $15
for veterans who are deemed “higher
income.” In El Paso county, a Prior-
ity 8 veteran who is considered
“higher income” would be making as
little as $26,902. In today’s world,
this is certainly not “high income,”
and as in year’s past, I will work with
my colleagues in a bipartisan fash-
ion to remove this unfair proposal.

These issues are unfortunately just
two examples of the over 140 pro-
grams the President has eliminated
or substantially reduced in his bud-
get request. As Congress moves for-
ward with fiscal year 2007 funding
bills, I will consider each of the pro-
grams carefully, and work for what
is in the best interests of El Paso and
the border region.

Lately, our Texas border commu-
nities have been facing escalating
violence and an insurgence of smug-
gling efforts. On Jan. 23 in Hudspeth
County, an armed standoff took place
between Texas authorities and appar-
ent drug smugglers wearing uniforms
that appeared to be Mexican military.
Although the Mexican government
denies any connection to the smug-
glers, the brazen attack signifies the
drastic steps these criminals are will-
ing to take to cross the border into
the U.S.

Days prior to this fierce standout,
I was in Del Rio and Eagle Pass to
meet with our U.S. Customs and
Border Patrol (CPP) and Border
Sheriff’s personnel and observe their
efforts to protect our border. While
in Del Rio, I witnessed two separate
drug busts. In Eagle Pass, I saw 100
pounds of marijuana they confiscated
the week before in a successful bust.
While these busts are major accom-
plishments, violence along our bor-
der continues to be a major problem
for our communities. Our border se-
curity personnel are putting their
lives on the line every day, but they
need help.

Last week, I organized a listening
session for members of the Texas

Crisis on the border
Delegation to hear the concerns and
ideas presented by members of the
Texas Border Sheriffs’ Coalition, as
co-chair of the Congressional Border
Caucus and vice-chair of the U.S./
Mexico Caucus. I was able to bring
together 10 county sheriffs and 12
members of Congress from across
Texas to discuss this issue. Because
interest was high, the meeting ended
up taking three times the originally
allotted time.

In the meeting we discussed the
passage of the Border Security, An-
titerrorism, and Illegal Immigration
Control Act last December, includ-
ing the Border Law Enforcement Act
of 2005. This provision provides
funding for Operation Linebacker, a
highly successful program to inte-
grate law enforcement resources
along the border between points of
entry. It will provide 29 counties
along the southern border with $100
million in grant reimbursement fund-
ing to hire, train, and equip deputies,
and build detention space to house
illegal aliens for deportation.

We also discussed the recent suc-
cesses of “Operation Streamline II,”
a multi-agency law enforcement ini-
tiative started last December by the
U.S. CBP Del Rio Border Patrol Sec-

tor. This pro-
gram brings
together the
CBP Border
Patrol, U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) Detention and Removal,
Federal Pre-trial Services, U.S.
Attorney’s Office, and the U.S. Mar-
shals Service to target aliens who
enter illegally through a high-traffic
area within the Del Rio Border Pa-
trol Sector.  As a result of Operation
Streamline II, those illegal aliens
who are not released due to hu-
manitarian reasons will now face
immediate detention, prosecution,
and finally, deportation. Prior to
Operation Streamline II, illegal
immigrants did not face the assur-
ance of detention or prosecution.

While these programs have been
very successful, in Congress, we
must fight for increased funding for
more agents on the border, superior
technology, more detention beds, and
an end to the current “catch and re-
lease” policy. The efforts of our Bor-
der Sheriffs to catch, detain, and de-
port those who enter illegally are de-
terring potential violators. We must
give our CBP and Border Sheriffs the
resources they need.
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— Courier file photo

Landis Curlee in 2001, with award
honoring his service at the Oz
Glaze Senior Citizen’s Center.

EAST EL PASO COUNTY —
Landis M. Curlee, a pioneer in edu-
cation in the El Paso region as far
back as 1951, died on Feb. 5, 2006
at the age of 81.

His career spanned 35 years and
touched at least seven area school
districts, three of which he was su-
perintendent.

Veteran, educator and community servant Landis Curlee dies at 81
Born in Ben Hur, Texas in June  of

1924, he graduated from Ben Hur
High School in 1942 and obtained a
BS degree from Abilene Christian
College before heading for El Paso
County.

He was also a veteran of WWII.
Curlee eventually earned a Masters

degree at UTEP. He started teaching

at Clint High School in 1951 and he
either taught or was an administrator
in the Tornillo, Ft. Hancock, Socorro,
San Elizario and Ysleta school dis-
tricts. He was a past superintendent
of Socorro ISD, Ft. Hancock ISD,
and San Elizario ISD. Over the years
he taught everything in high school
from math, algebra and geometry to

business law, speech, drama, social
studies, and typing. A short-lived re-
tirement ended in 1985 when he be-
gan teaching 5th grade in Ysleta. He
also taught adult ESL (English as a
Second Language) classes at night,
developing his own textbook for con-
versational Spanish — an off-shoot
of his extensive travels in Mexico.

In 1966, Curlee and his wife, Maria
Teresa, built a house on Homestead
Drive in a new development under-
way by Horizon Corp., now known
as Horizon City.

A licensed “ham” radio operator,
Curlee was an ever-present force in
Horizon’s early years. He wrote the
charter for and was the first elected
president of the Horizon City
Homeowner’s Association, which
served as the unofficial “town coun-
cil” before the town incorporated in
1988. He flipped more pancakes than
anyone cares to count during fund-
raising events for the Horizon City
Kiwanis Club, of which he was a past
president.

Curlee was appointed to serve as
the volunteer director of the Oz Glaze
Senior Citizen Center following its
opening in 1998. He did so with gusto
until his health interfered in 2000.

The veteran educator and commu-
nity servant was honored with des-
ignation of Dec. 13 as Landis Curlee

Day by the Horizon City Town Coun-
cil, and a prominent street in a Hori-
zon development has been named in
his honor.

He is survived by his wife, Teresa;
daughter Lilian and her husband
Brian;  grandson Jacob; numerous
nieces, nephews and numerous
friends.

He was buried on Thursday, Feb.
9 at the Ft. Bliss National Cemetery.

TO ADVERTISE CALL 852-3235
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Tornillo Independent School District
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance

Governmental Funds
For the Year Ended August 31, 2005

Data 10 Total
Control General Other Governmental
Codes Fund Funds Funds

REVENUES:

5700 Total Local and Intermediate Sources $ 1,015,229 $     119,569 $  1,134,798
5800 State Program Revenues 7,482,409 874,422 8,356,831
5900 Federal Program Revenues 532,582 1,474,824 2,007,406

5020 Total Revenues 9,030,220 2,468,815 11,499,035

EXPENDITURES:

Current:

0011 Instruction 3,657,221 1,308,752 4,965,973
0012 Instructional Resources and Media Services 38,393 95,994 134,387
0013 Curriculum and Instructional Staff Development 25,945 80,872 106,817
0021 Instructional Leadership 99,256 — 99,256
0023 School Leadership 440,654 2,550 443,204
0031 Guidance, Counseling and Evaluation Services 75,816 1,394 77,210
0033 Health Services 5,716 82,170 87,886
0034 Student (Pupil) Transportation 297,153 3,364 300,517
0035 Food Services 449,411 22,311 471,722
0036 Cocurricular/Extracurricular Activities 285,734 — 285,734
0041 General Administration 463,813 2,537 466,350
0051 Plant Maintenance and Operations 963,896 8,663 972,559
0052 Security and Monitoring Services 138,163 2,790 140,953
0053 Data Processing Services 340,965 35,265 376,230
0061 Community Services 34,598 — 34,598

Debt Service:

0071 Debt Service - Principal on long-term debt 23,913 298,000 321,913
0072 Debt Service - Interest on long-term debt 1,406 470,885 472,291
0073 Debt Service -Bond Issuance Cost and Fees — 285,600 285,600

Capital Outlay:

0081 Facilities Aquisition and Construction 66,300 8,700 75,000

Intergovernmental:

0093 Payments to Fiscal Agent/Member Districts of SSA — 26,569 26,569

6030 Total Expenditures 7,408,353 2,736,416 10,144,769

1100 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over (Under) Expenditures 1,621,867 (267,601) 1,354,266

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES):

7911 Capital-related Debt Issued (Regular Bonds) — 4,339,997 4,339,997
7915 Transfers In 291,645 49,433 341,078
7916 Premium or Discount on Issuance of Bonds — 222,586 222,586
8911 Transfers Out (Uses) (341,078) — (341,078)
8949 Other (Uses) — (4,340,000) (4,340,000)

7080 Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) (49,433) 272,016 222,583

1200 Net Change in Fund Balances 1,572,434 4,415 1,576,849

0100 Fund Balance — September 1 (Beginning) 3,838,540 50,691 3,889,231

1300 Prior period adjustment (8,059) 8,059 —

3000 Fund Balance — August 31 (Ending) $ 5,402,915 $       63,165 $  5,466,080

Program theme “Be Brilliant.”
Teams were encouraged to tap
into their inner genius and think
outside the cookie box, said
spokesman Laura Villarreal, since
Girl Scouts of the Rio Grande
focuses on increasing girl’s inter-
est STEM — science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics.
The creations — including the
Eiffel Tower, a working Merry-
Go-Round and a windmill — will
be displayed at Sunland Park Mall
through Feb. 19. Creations are
located on the lower level of the
mall, right outside Foley’s depart-
ment store. Cookie Box Creations
2006 will conclude with a recep-
tion on Sunday, Feb. 19 from 4-6
p.m. The People’s Choice Award
and Judge’s Awards will be an-
nounced. The Girl Scouts are still
selling full boxes of cookies, too.
Call 566-1558 to order.

� Landscaping seminars are be-

ing offered by the Texas Coopera-
tive Extension, 1030 N. Zaragosa,
Ste. A to assist residents in taking
advantage of the El Paso Water
Utilities Turf Rebate program.
Covered will be turf removal, se-
lection of water-smart plants, and
landscape design. Seminars will be
March 4, March 11 and March 18,
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. or April 8, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. by appointment. Fee
is $35 per person. Call 859-77225
to register by Friday, March 3.
Class sizes are limited, early reg-
istration is recommended.

� All mothers and daughters of El
Dorado High School will host a
G i r l s - I n -
Charge Conference on Feb. 18
from 8 a.m. to noon to learn about
career opportunities. Keynote
speaker will be Dr. Pat Davis, who
overcame severe obstacles to be-
come a physician. Other guest
speakers include UTEP President
Diana Natalicio, Gloria Gonzalez-
Graells of Crime Victims Service
and Claudia Vasquez from the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office. Sessions on
art, business, education, athletics,

military, medicine, politics, me-
dia, motherhood, cancer, and fi-
nance will be offered. The con-
ference is free and open to all fe-
male students and their mothers
or guardians and female sibling.
Call Monica Bustillos at 937-
3235 or Sylvia Johnson at 937-
3211 for more information.

� Navy Seaman Apprentice
Rene Aguirre, son of Cecilia and
Lorenzo Aguirre of El Paso
County, recently completed U.S.
Navy basic training at Recruit
Training Command, Great Lakes,
Ill. undergoing eight-weeks of in-
tensive training in survival, naval
customs, and emergency medi-
cine as well as physical fitness.
Aguirre is a 2002 graduate of
Socorro High School of El Paso,
Texas.

� Canutillo Elementary School
announced recently that Best Buy
awarded a $2,500 te@ch award
to the school to support its efforts
in integrating interactive technol-
ogy into the curriculum, accord-
ing to Kim Guzman. The grant
funds will be used to enhance
CES’s math program. “CES is
producing math vignettes by
fourth graders for other students.
The films will be used in the
classroom to teach students dif-
ferent math concepts,” said Su-
san Smith, lead technology
teacher at Canutillo ES. “The
funds from Best Buy will be
used to buy an iMac computer,
video camera, and tripod for use
in CES’s production studio,” she
added. Best Buy started te@ch
in October 2003, to reward
schools that creatively integrate
interactive technology into their
curricula. All accredited, public
and private nonprofit elementary,
middle and secondary schools
located within 50 miles of a Best
Buy store were eligible to apply.
Awards of $2500 were given na-
tion-wide to nearly 1,200 schools
to sustain or enhance existing edu-
cational programs.

� There are many types of
credit scores developed by com-
panies, credit reporting agencies,
even lenders. Learn more about
your credit scores and how they
are calculated with “Your Credit
Scores,” from the Consumer
Federation of America and Fair
Isaac Corporation. This publica-
tion costs $1. For your copy, call
toll-free 1 (888) 878-3256 and
ask for Item 313N, send your
name, address, and a check or
money order for $1 to the Fed-
eral Citizen Information Center,
Dept. 313N, Pueblo, CO 81009
or visit http://
www.pueblo.gsa.gov to order
online or to read or print out this
and hundreds of other FCIC
publications for free.

Briefs
From Page 1
______________________

and demonstration center while
learning about the network’s philoso-
phy, critical viewing techniques and
programming information.

“I’ve been doing this for about two
and a half years,”
says Heath
Neiderer, C-
SPAN Marketing
Rep. “Over the
last two years, due
to the Iraq war, a
lot of the younger
adults are more
involved and are
more informed. And that’s good. I
think they understand that our network
is a little different after they see our
presentation.”

The 15-minute presentation, given to
students 12 at a time, touches on C-
SPAN’s commercial-free coverage of the
United States’ House of Representatives
and Senate and how they are funded as a
public service by the cable industry.

“If it wasn’t for the cable industry,
we wouldn’t be here,” Neiderer says.
“Our gavel-to-gavel coverage tells a lot

of what we’re trying to do. When stu-
dents turn 18, C-SPAN is a great way
for them to follow politicians that go
to Washington, D.C. After all they repre-
sent them and they spend their money.”

Montwood history teacher Carlos
Canales was glad students were en-
couraged to stay informed.

“I think this has to appeal to stu-
dents,” he says. “Math and science are

important but so
is history and
government. Es-
pecially with
today’s current
events, students
need to get in-
formed and get
involved. C-
SPAN is a good

tool for them to do just that.”
And although Montwood senior

Davey Aves was quite impressed with
all that happens behind the scenes for
us to get the news, he does agree young
adults his age need to stay on top of
current events.

“It makes me want to see C-SPAN
more often so I can be more informed
than what I am now,” he says. “I just
catch bits here and there. But they say
it’s gavel to gavel coverage, so I’m
getting left out of the loop quite a bit.”

Bus
From Page 1
______________________

— Photo courtesy Socorro ISD

AN INSIDER’S VIEW — The 45-foot
C-SPAN made a stop at Montwood
High School on Feb. 7.
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Public Hearing
Anthony Independent School District

2006 — 2007 School Year Calendar

The Anthony Independent School District intends to
apply for a waiver of the prohibition concerning the date
of the first day of instruction for students for the 2006 —
2007 school year. Anthony Independent School District
intends to begin instruction for students for the 2006 —
2007 school year on Monday, August 14, 2006, which is
earlier than the state mandated date.

A public hearing to discuss the first day of instruction for
students for the 2006 — 2007 school year will be held as
follows:

Date: February 21, 2006
Time: 6:00 p.m.

Site: Anthony ISD Board Room
610 Sixth Street
Anthony, Texas 79821

For more information, please call Central Office at 886-6500.

Junta Publica
Distrito Escolar Independiente de Anthony

Calendario Escolar de 2006 — 2007

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Anthony está
proporcionando un permiso para aplicar al estado y poder
cambiar la fecha de comienzo del año escolar 2006 —
2007. El distrito tiene intención de comenzar el primer
día de instrucción el lunes, 14 de agosto del 2006, fecha
que es antes requerida por el estado.

El propósito de esta junta publica para la communidad,
sera discutir el primer día de instruccion para el año escolar
2006 — 2007, el 21 de febrero del 2006 a las 6:00 p.m.
en el Salon de Conferencias del Consejo Directivo, ubicado
en 610 Sixth Street, Anthony, TX, 79821.

Para mas información favor de llamar a la Oficina Central
al numero 886-6500.

WTCC: 02-16-06

CLINT — The Texas High
School Coaches Association has
named four Clint High School se-
nior football players to the Aca-
demic All-State Football Team:
Ryan Brem, 1st Team; Paul Sosa,
2nd Team; Saul Adame and Fernie
Muñoz, Honorable Mention.

These young athletes were noted
for their performance in the class-
room as well as on the football field.
Ryan Brem,
who holds an
impressive 99
GPA, is plan-
ning for a de-
gree in busi-
ness. Paul Sosa
holds a 96
GPA and
would like to
become a ma-
rine biologist.
Saul Adame
holds a 95
GPA and will
attend UTEP

to pursue a degree in accounting.
Fernie Muñoz holds a 94 GPA and
plans to pursue a business degree
specializing in hotel management.

“It’s always an honor when we
have athletes being recognized in
the academics as well as the athletic
fields. This opens up more opportu-
nities for these young men in apply-
ing for scholarships. I’m very proud
of them and I just hope they can keep
that GPA throughout their senior
year,” says Rosvel Martinez, Clint
High School Head Football Coach.

Coach Martinez presented each

By Laura Cade
Special to the Courier

with a trophy and a certificate dur-
ing the Clint High School Football
Banquet Feb. 4.

The Texas High School Coaches
Association selects the Class 4-A
Academic All-State Football team
for 2005-2006 based on a point sys-
tem that awards points for GPA,
class rank and SAT and ACT score.
Student athletes are required to meet
certain criteria to be nominated: 1)
overall GPA of 92 or above; 2) Be a
member of the team in good stand-
ing at the time of nomination; 3) Be
of good moral character.

Four Clint High athletes named to Academic All-State

— Photo courtesy Clint ISD

STRONG AND SMART — Fernie Muñoz, Paul Sosa, Ryan Brem, and Saul Adame.

SAN ELIZARIO — Whether it is
through a public service announce-
ment, a good friend, a teacher or a
loving parent, students everywhere
are reminded how important it is for
them to go to school. In San Elizario,
this is a message sent to every stu-
dent and parent in the district, and
based on state and regional averages,

students and parents are not only lis-
tening to the message, they’re tak-
ing it very seriously.

For the last five years, San Elizario
ISD has made it a goal in the District
Improvement Plan that it reaches an
Average Daily Attendance (ADA) of
97 percent. And for the last five years,
the district has met or exceeded that
goal. For the 2004-2005 school year,
the district posted a 97.43 ADA, ac-
cording to PEIMS Coordinator Mel-
issa Urenda. In fact, the 97.43 per-

cent was the highest ADA percent-
age the district has been able to at-
tain in the last 10 years.

“The achievement of having a con-
sistently high ADA, as SEISD has
done, is important primarily because
it allows us to have access to our stu-
dents in our classrooms in order for
our teachers to provide instruction for
them to learn — an educational
institution’s primary focus,” said Dr.
Mike Quatrini, Superintendent of San
Elizario Schools.

“The secondary benefit, but one
that is vital for a district to ensure we
have the resources necessary for that
instruction, is that the higher the ADA
is for the district, the higher the mon-
ies received by the state will be.”

While districts receive ADA mon-
ies from the state, San Elizario ISD
has made sure that the reward also
goes back to the campuses, thanks to
an incentive program implemented at
the start of the 2000-2001 school
year. SEISD Finance Director Larry
Worrell and Urenda looked at each
campus’ monthly ADA averages and
set a percentage goal for that cam-
pus. At the end of each semester,
campuses exceeding the goal would
earn $1000 for every percentage
point above the set percentage goal.
In return, campuses would be able to
take that money and use it for stu-
dent incentives or for other campus
programs. The campus with the high-
est ADA for each semester would earn
$3,000 for student incentives and cam-
pus programs. Sambrano Elementary
posted the highest ADA percentage
last fall with a 97.78 percent

The incentive program is a big rea-

son why the district has been able to
consistently stay well above regional
and state ADA averages. For ex-
ample, in 2003-2004, the latest year
in which attendance statistics are
available through TEA, San Elizario
ISD posted a 97 percent ADA com-
pared to 95.7 percent for the region
and 95.7 percent for the state. Ac-
cording to SEISD truant officer Joe
Galvan, kids are simply getting the
message.

“It’s sinking in that if they have to
go to court (for not attending classes)
they have to pay a fine,” Galvan said.
“The state says that your child must
be in school and if they aren’t, stu-
dents must suffer the consequences.”

According to Galvan, he attends
meetings held by the campuses that
include parents, teachers, and even
Judge Ruben Lujan, who presides
over truancy cases for students in San
Elizario and neighboring school dis-
tricts.

This school year, every campus
will try to meet or exceed 97 percent,
which essentially raises the bar for
the district to go above last year’s
97.43 percent mark.

By Phillip Cortez
Special to the Courier

SEISD kids getting the message — school attendance is a good thing
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Classified Ads

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

EchoStar is a Fortune 300 company that has redefined the entertainment
industry in the U.S. through our consumer brand - DISH Network. Through DISH

Network, we serve over 12 million customers with the latest in satellite TV pro-
gramming and technology, providing BETTER TV FOR ALL. Our state-of-the-art 

El Paso Customer Call Center is currently seeking:

Inbound Sales
Representatives

Seeking highly motivated, self-driven sales professionals.
Sales opportunities include base pay PLUS COMMISSION. Six

month sales experience.

Customer Service Representatives
• Pay commensurate on experience.

Answers inbound customer service calls. Excellent customer service skills are required. Bi-
lingual preferred but NOT required.

Just to Name a Few Benefits....**

All positions require that applicants be a minimum of 18 years of age and be able to work a flexible
schedule. Positions require applicants be able to navigate within a windows environment. High school
diploma/GED required.

Please apply in person Monday through Friday between 8am and 2pm. Application process is approx-
imately 2 hours.We look forward to meeting you!

ECHOSTAR
1285 Joe Battle • El Paso, TX 79936

Call Our Jobline (915)298-5646 
www.dishcareers.com

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and are Committed to a Drug-Free Workplace.

Give 
yourself a
22% raise.

*Wage based on hourly pay plus commission. Wages may vary and 
are based on activations, not actual sales.

** Eligibility requirements may apply Better TV for all.

Customer Service

• Opportunity for 1st Year 22% Base Pay
Increase

• Pay Differential (English/Spanish)
• On-site Food Court

• Medical, Dental, Vision Plans
• Tuition Reimbursement
• Career Advancement Opportunities

Top performerscan earn up to 

$17.50 per 
hour!*

TM

LEGAL

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP to fur-
nish the District with
the following prod-
ucts and/or ser-
vices will be ac-
cepted at the fol-
lowing times:

THURSDAY,
FEB. 23, 2006

DISTRICT SAN
IMPLEMENTATION

RFP NO.
199-0223-6065

ACCEPTED
UNTIL

2:30 P.M.

CHARTER BUS
SERVICES
CSP NO.

199-0223-6066
ACCEPTED

UNTIL 3 P.M.

Proposals will be
received at Busi-
ness Services
Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El
Paso, Texas 79928
until the specified
times. Detailed
specifications are
available from the
above office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. Mondays
through Fridays
and on the Socorro
ISD website:
www.sisd.net.
WTCC-02/16/06
________________________________________________

PUBLIC
NOTICE

As per Article V,
Sec. 5.05(a), all
owners and
lienholders have
ten (10) days from
this date to reclaim
their vehicles at
S o u t h w e s t
Wrecker, 1401
Darrington Rd.,

855-1900, 851-
2091-fax, or it will
be sold at public
auction for charges:
VIN -
IFMCAIIUXV2A85994,
1996 Ford van, red,
license P60-DMZ
VIN -
IFTEXI4N9PKA4755S,
1992 Ford F-150,
red, license HLL8I7
WTCC-02/16/06
________________________

BARGAINS

SHELLED PE-
CANS - $5/pound.
Call 858-3857 to
place order. 657
Winn Rd., Socorro,
Texas.
________________________

HELP
WANTED

Anthony
Independent

School District

An Equal
Opportunity

Employer

NOTICE OF
JOB VACANCY

Anthony Indepen-
dent School District
is accepting appli-
cations for an El-
ementary School
Nurses Aide. Mini-
mum qualifications
include but are not
limited to: High
School diploma or
GED, LVN license
in Texas and two
years experience.
Compensation is
commensurate with
experience. Inter-
ested applicants
should contact Fred
Herrera at 915-886-
6502 or Hilda
Delgado at 915-
886-6504. On-line
application and No-
tice of Job Vacancy
can be accessed at
www.anthonyisd.net.
WTCC: 02-16-06
_____________________

HELP WANTED,
restaurant experi-

ence necessary,
must be at least 18
years old, applica-
tions and interviews
Tuesday-Thursday,
2 p.m.-4 p.m. at
Steve’s West Texas
BBQ, 14426 Hori-
zon Blvd., Horizon
City.
2/23
________________________

REAL
ESTATE

NEED A HOME?
Good or bad credit,
money available.
Call Ruth, 821-
2872, C. Starr Re-
alty.
________________________

RENTALS

TWO BEDROOM
HOUSE for rent,
13010 Richfield St.
in Clint, Texas. Ref-
erences required.
Call Frank Macias,
851-2007 or 588-
0968. Available
Feb. 1, 2006.
________________________

HOUSE FOR
RENT, 3 bedroom,
2 bath, 2-car ga-
rage, 1/2-acre
fenced. Across from
Surratt Elementary.
851-1546.
________________________

PERSONALS

Thank you, St.
Jude, for prayers
answered. E.E.
________________________

SELF-HELP

Persons who have
a problem with al-
cohol are offered a
free source of help
locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous - call
562-4081 for infor-
mation.

Tiene problemas
con el alcohol? Hay
una solucíon.
Informacion: 838-
6264.
________________________

SERVICES

“Windshield
Ding —

Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS

REPAIR
Windshield Repair

Specialists
By appt. at your
home or office:

R.V. Dick
Harshberger

915-852-9082
________________________

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR
Domestic and

Foreign
852-3523

1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

________________________

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

•Electric rooter
service for sewers

and drains
•Appliance
installation

•Many other
plumbing services
Licensed, bonded

and insured for
your protection.

The common belief is that bad things come
in three’s.

And it may sound crazy, but I’ve found that
it’s often true. You can usually point to three
negative events that happen simultaneously.

That was certainly the case last week.
The negative events weren’t exactly cata-

clysmic, but they were disappointing. Very dis-
appointing.

It seems like the number of athletes or sports
personalities I truly admire shrinks with every
season.

But there were three guys I still admired.
Three guys I respected for their work ethic,
their demeanor and their maturity.

I still admired them greatly — until last
week.

As if they signed a pact to blow their reputa-
tions all at once, they joined the multitudes of
Cro-Magnon-like sports personalities by open-
ing their mouths and firmly inserting their feet.

The three guys I thought very highly of were
Donovan McNabb, Mike Holmgren and Wayne
Gretzky.

But they now have been relegated to, well,
maybe not Latrell Sprewell, John Rocker and

Foot-in-mouth disease strikes three big sports figures
Mike Tyson status, but they certainly have a
lot more in common with Mark McGwire and
Terrell Owens than they used to.

And speaking of Terrell Owens, let’s start
with McNabb. McNabb finally sat down with
reporters last week and talked about his side
of the whole McNabb-T.O. fiasco.

I like the fact that McNabb gave his side of
the story. He was understandably upset with
Owens after all the insults and disagreements.
But I cringed when McNabb accused Owens
of black-on-black crime.

Excuse me — black-on-black crime?
McNabb has got to put the bowl of soup

down, get out of his mom’s house, and discover
what real black-on-black crime is.

McNabb was directly referring to Owens’
comment about Green Bay Packers’ quarter-
back Brett Favre. Owens said the Eagles would
be undefeated if they had Favre as their quar-
terback instead on McNabb.

There’s no doubt that T.O.’s comment was
stupid, divisive and combative.

But, unfortunately, it took McNabb to try to
make them racist.

McNabb wasn’t offended that Owens said
the team would be better with another quarter-
back. McNabb was upset that Owens said the
team would be better with a white quarterback.

Don’t believe me? This was McNabb’s di-

rect quote, “It’s different to say, ‘If we had
Michael Vick or Daunte Culpepper or Steve
McNair or Byron Leftwich,’” McNabb said of
four black starting quarterbacks. “But to go
straight to Brett Favre, that kind of just slapped
me in the face like, ‘Wow.’”

You had to go there didn’t you, Donovan.
No one was dumb enough to produce the race
card on this one, but it took a special kind of
stupid to think it mattered here.

I may never have a bowl of chunky soup again.
Now it’s Mike Holmgren’s turn.
I watched every play of the Super Bowl and

I have to admit, it was one of the worst games
I’ve ever sat through. At times it looked like
both teams were playing in their exhibition
openers — including the referees.

Was the officiating bad? Of course it was
bad. Did Roethlisberger score at the goal line?
No, he did not, the ball clearly never made it
across the goal line. But the Steelers still had
another down to score from an inch away.

Did the Seahawks’ interference call in the
end zone cost them a touchdown? Yes. Did the
Steelers lose out on a fumble when referees
said a touch of the jersey caused the runner to
go down? Yes.

There were plenty of bad calls for both teams but
my respect for Holmgren went right out the win-
dow when he spoke to Seattle fans afterwards.

The hard-nosed man who I’ve never heard
make excuses for anything, wimped out by telling
the crowd he didn’t have any idea his team was
supposed to beat the Steelers and the officials.

Wrong! A real man takes defeat with dignity
and respect. Not the way Mike Holmgren made
a fool of himself at the podium.

And that brings us to Wayne Gretzky, an ath-
lete I’ve admired for many years for obvious
reasons. But suddenly he’s in the middle of
something very ugly.

When asked if he knew anything about his
wife’s involvement in hockey’s illegal betting
scandal, Gretzky said he didn’t know anything
about it.

A couple days later reports of an audio re-
cording surfaced where Gretzsy is heard talk-
ing to alleged gambling ring-leader Rick
Tocchet  about what they could possibly do to
keep his wife from being implicated.

Ouch! I guess he did have prior knowledge
of the gambling ring.

The Great One was faster than anyone else
on the ice, but he obviously can’t out-skate a
wiretap.

McNabb, Holmgren and Gretzky, three guys
who should have known better — but like so
many others who think millions of dollars
equals higher intelligence, found out the hard
way that it certainly does not.
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Comix

King Super Crossword

OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

By Don Flood
Every so often — well, actually,

about every week or so — a new
and important national survey de-
livers a chilling message: We are
dumb.

The latest one, from the Pew
Charitable Trust, says that college
students lack the skills to under-
stand credit-card offers and figure
out restaurant tips.

This is deeply troubling for our
country (especially if you’re a
waiter) because this generation,
more than any other before it, has
the chance to be THE GREATEST
GENERATION IN HISTORY.

Yes, the World War II generation
defeated the Nazi war machine and
Imperialist Japan, but today’s gen-
eration faces a challenge like no
other: It must support the bloated
Baby Boom generation as it pre-
pares to begin The Most Self-In-
dulgent Retirement in History.

Think of it, young people. Imag-
ine the glory that awaits you!

Never have so few been asked
to do so much for so many.

Because, speaking as a Baby
Boomer, I can tell you that we are
numerous, feel a strong sense of
entitlement and expect Social Se-
curity to help us buy fancy hot tubs
that seat 24 and feature expensive
sound systems that will allow us
to blast “Stairway to Heaven” well
into our dotage.

After all, we deserve it.
But we could be forced to cut

back if you’re as dumb as they say.
Who knows, you might even tip
the waiter an extra trillion dollars
or so and leave us with a hot tub
that doesn’t have one of those cool
light shows.

Just how dumb are you?
Well, according to the story, “Al-

most 20 percent of students pursu-
ing four-year degrees had only ba-
sic quantitative skills.”

Twenty percent! That’s nearly 1
out of 3, or maybe one out of 7.

Talking ’bout my generation — and yours
Whatever, it’s too much — prob-
ably somewhere around 80 percent
too much.

It also said that many college
students are unable to “understand
the arguments of newspaper edi-
torials.”

That’s just pathetic. Yes, I admit
to occasionally having a hard time
following the arguments of edito-
rials, but those are the ones I’ve
written myself.

But “there was brighter news,”
the story said. “Overall, the aver-
age literacy of college students is
significantly higher than that of
adults across the nation.”

This is the good news?
College students may be dumb,

but don’t worry, folks, because
adults are even dumber.

We are the Dumb and Dumber
generations!

In case you think I’m exagger-
ating how dumb we are, consider
the latest advertising campaign
from Budweiser:

“This is Budweiser. This is
beer.”

No kidding: “This is beer.”
That’s it.

This is what we call “going back
to basics.”

Maybe we didn’t study enough
in college, but we were pretty clear
on the fact that Budweiser was
beer.

Budweiser even used to call it-
self the King of Beers, but I guess
that was a little too confusing.

After all, beer drinkers might
mistake a bottle of Bud for a mem-
ber of the royal family.

Future Budweiser ads will no
doubt follow up on this theme:

“Open the Budweiser.”
“Drink the Budweiser.”
“Drink another Budweiser.”
“Go to the bathroom.”
And, finally, “Don’t soak too

long in that hot tub.”
______________________________________________________
(c) 2006 King Features Synd., Inc.

GOURMET DISMAY
ACROSS

    1 Had kittens?
    5 Frolic
    9 Elsie’s appendage
  14 Gather
  19 Come unglued
  20 Spread in a tub
  21 Sib’s kid
  22 Send the money
  23 Tel _
  24 Balmy
  25 Build a barrier
  26 Where Athenians
assembled
  27 Combative
  29 Speaker of remark
at 34 Across
  31 Sloth or anger
  32 Bone-dry
  33 Lubricate
  34 Start of remark
  43 Dogpatch’s Daisy
_
  44 Inventor Howe
  45 _ Grande
  46 Chop
  48 Bronte’s “_ Grey”
  51 More aloof
  53 Merino male
  54 Emulate Arachne
  56 Summarize
  57 Rocker Morrison
  58 “Gracious me!”
  60 Actress Wendy
  61 Dignified calm
  63 Writer Bret
  64 Church instrument

  65 Part 2 of remark
  69 With 29 Down,
“Touched by an Angel”
star
  72 Leases
  73 Gives in to gravity
  77 Not as messy
  78 Bk. loan
  79 53 Across’ mate
  81 Rock’s _ Trick
  83 Like Yale’s walls
  84 _ degree
  85 Day or Duke
  87 Yaphet of
“Homicide”
  88 Saucepan
  89 Actress MacGraw
  90 Get the soap off
  92 “Sea Hunt”
shocker
  93 Part 3 of remark
101 _ G. Carroll
102 Mrs. Charlie
Chaplin
103 Ferris-wheel unit
104 End of remark
110 Texas town
115 Tycoon
116 Time on the throne
117 Word with pad or
powder
118 Equipment
119 Disintegrate
120 Football’s Herber
121 Frank or Francis
122 Peruvian Indian
123 Gardening tool
124 Elbowed

125 Dandelion, for one
126 Playwright Coward

DOWN
    1 Scary Stoker
    2 Sitarist Shankar
    3 Demonic
    4 Concoct
    5 Bookstore section
    6 Ken or Lena
    7 Dissolve
    8 Seal school
    9 Open Old Glory
  10 Fuel choice
  11 Lions’ lairs
  12 “Behold!” to Brutus
  13 Virginia _
  14 Mideastern tongue
  15 Word form for
“great”
  16 Run _ (lose
control)
  17 Father
  18 Showstopper
  28 Pewter base
  29 See 69 Across
  30 Card game
  32 “Carmen” setting
  34 Bet
  35 Ergo
  36 Master Twist
  37 Isinglass
  38 Thiss and thaat
  39 Highfalutin’
headgear
  40 “_ Dooley” (’58 hit)
  41 Actress Maureen
  42 Sorbo or Spacey

  43 Deface
  47 Elfin
  49 “The Bells”
monogram
  50 Bad
  52 Showed one’s
feelings
  54 Sorcerer
  55 Unit of work
  59 Univ. tests
  60 Piglet’s papa
  62 Practice boxing
  63 _ up (detained)
  66 Imitation gold
  67 Feature
  68 Crusader kingdom
  69 St. Andrews clod
  70 Writer Wharton
  71 Recline
  74 “Now I’ve got you!”
  75 Lorre or Lely
  76 Gorged
  77 Hint
  79 Slezak or Eleniak
  80 Jeroboam
contents
  82 Office seeker, for
short
  84 Eastern “Way”
  86 Primate
  91 Flew the coop
  94 Refer (to)
  95 Bank employee
  96 Court
  97 _ bag
  98 Lamented
  99 Conflict
100 Starting point

104 Hoskins in “Hook”
105 Puzzle part
106 Like kids at
Christmas
107 Certain sandwich
108 Architect Saarinen
109 Hughes’ milieu
110 Top-notch
111 Lion’s pride
112 Jocular Jay
113 Teddy trim
114 Evangelist Roberts
117 Observed
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The patented RealFeel Temperature® is AccuWeather's exclusive index of the effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine, precipitation, and elevation on the human body.

7-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PASO, TX

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2006                       

Thu. 6:47 a.m. 5:53 p.m.
Fri. 6:46 a.m. 5:54 p.m.
Sat. 6:45 a.m. 5:55 p.m.
Sun. 6:44 a.m. 5:55 p.m.
Mon. 6:43 a.m. 5:56 p.m.
Tues. 6:42 a.m. 5:57 p.m.
Wed. 6:41 a.m. 5:58 p.m.

Thu. 9:12 p.m. 8:33 a.m.
Fri. 10:07 p.m. 8:58 a.m.
Sat. 11:05 p.m. 9:24 a.m.
Sun. none 9:54 a.m.
Mon. 12:06 a.m. 10:29 a.m.
Tues. 1:10 a.m. 11:11 a.m.
Wed. 2:15 a.m. 12:03 p.m.

Sun
Rise Set

Last

2/21

New 

2/27

First

3/6

Full

3/14 

IN THE SKYWEATHER TRENDS THIS WEEK

Moon

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Atlanta 66 47 pc 64 41 sh 52 35 sh 53 35 c
Boston 49 40 c 47 20 r 28 15 pc 27 23 pc
Chicago 38 18 r 20 7 sf 18 8 pc 24 12 pc
Denver 20 3 sn 12 6 sn 26 10 pc 41 21 c
Detroit 44 25 r 28 14 sf 22 14 sf 28 18 sf
Houston 79 58 pc 60 44 sh 50 42 sh 48 39 r
Indianapolis 55 29 r 31 15 sf 23 14 c 32 19 c
Kansas City 36 13 sn 20 13 pc 18 14 pc 34 18 c
Los Angeles 61 45 pc 64 47 pc 64 50 pc 62 48 c
Miami 78 67 sh 80 66 pc 80 63 s 81 66 s
Minneapolis 14 0 sn 2 -4 pc 2 0 c 10 5 c
New Orleans 78 59 pc 73 56 c 57 51 sh 60 53 c
New York City 48 38 pc 51 29 r 35 21 pc 29 27 pc
Omaha 20 7 sn 12 7 c 12 7 pc 24 14 c
Phoenix 69 48 s 71 49 pc 75 48 pc 72 49 pc
San Francisco 55 41 pc 53 46 sh 52 45 r 55 45 sh
Seattle 39 24 pc 37 22 pc 42 32 pc 44 34 pc
Washington 61 46 pc 58 26 r 38 20 pc 32 28 pc

CITY HI LO W HI LO W HI LO W HI LO W
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Abilene, TX 68 34 s 47 30 sh 36 31 r 45 35 r
Albuquerque, NM 56 28 s 55 34 pc 55 35 pc 58 33 pc
Amarillo, TX 46 19 pc 40 21 sf 40 20 i 49 28 r
Austin, TX 80 48 pc 54 41 sh 43 43 r 46 43 r
Brownsville, TX 82 67 pc 82 64 pc 67 60 sh 72 61 sh
Dodge City, KS 28 7 pc 22 12 s 26 11 c 36 22 c
Jackson, MS 71 53 sh 58 44 sh 44 40 sh 50 40 r
Laredo, TX 89 62 pc 72 52 pc 54 44 sh 57 54 sh
Little Rock, AR 72 41 sh 43 30 c 31 28 sn 42 26 r
Lubbock, TX 61 30 s 38 32 i 38 28 r 51 32 r
Memphis, TN 71 42 sh 48 32 pc 33 30 sn 42 31 r
Midland, TX 76 34 s 55 32 sh 44 34 r 48 38 r
Pueblo, CO 36 10 sf 22 10 c 34 12 pc 48 19 c
Roswell, NM 73 33 s 55 32 pc 48 30 pc 60 34 s
St. Louis, MO 56 27 sh 29 17 sf 24 18 sf 40 20 c
San Antonio, TX 80 55 pc 58 42 sh 50 42 sh 51 44 sh
Texarkana, AR 75 45 pc 49 35 sh 35 35 r 45 35 r
Waco, TX 74 47 pc 48 39 sh 44 38 r 45 39 r
Wichita, KS 42 18 c 21 15 pc 21 16 pc 35 21 c

CITY HI LO W HI LO W HI LO W HI LO W
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

REGIONAL CITIES U.S. CITIES

Rise Set

Patchy clouds

Thu. night

46°

40°
RealFeel

Partly sunny

Friday

RealFeel

44°69°

38°67°

Partly sunny 

Saturday

RealFeel

43°59°

36°54°

Mostly sunny

Sunday

RealFeel

41°64°

33°61°

Mostly sunny

Monday

RealFeel

40°67°

42°69°

Mostly sunny

Tuesday

RealFeel

38°66°

34°72°

Sunny intervals

Wednesday

RealFeel

35°64°

37°64°

Mostly sunny

Thursday

68°

68°
RealFeel

Q: I am 58 years old and my hus-
band died just before Thanksgiving
at age 65. He was still working at
the time of his death, and I will be
getting a small pension from his em-
ployer. I only work part-time now
and it may be difficult for me to find
a full-time job. What is the earliest
age that I would be eligible for
widow’s benefits?

A: As a widow, you can receive ben-
efits from Social Security as early
as age 60, as early as age 50 if you
are disabled, or at any age if you are

taking care of a child who is under
age 16 or disabled and receiving So-
cial Security benefits.

Q: My brother-in-law and I both get
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
because of disabilities. His amount
went up to $603 a month this year
but mine is a lot less. My disability
occurred before his and is at least
as severe. Why am I getting less?

A: The severity of your disability is
considered when determining
whether you are disabled for SSI pur-

poses, but it is not a factor in calcu-
lating the benefit amount you receive.
SSI benefits are reduced when you
receive other income or support from
another person. Also, if you live in a
household where you’re not paying
your share of the rent and bills, your
amount will be reduced. This is be-
cause SSI is a needs-based program.
______________________________________________________
For more information visit your lo-
cal Security office, see www.ssa.gov
or call us at 1-800-772-1213. If you
have any questions that you would
like to have answered, please mail
them to the Social Security Office,
11111 Gateway West, Attn: Ray Vigil,
El Paso, Texas 79935.

grown at all grade levels. In fact, the
growth in grades 7-12 constitutes ap-
proximately 40 percent of the over-
all growth,” she said.

With passage of the recent bond
election, funds will be available to
make the two middle school cam-
puses equitable and comparable in-
cluding adding classrooms, a library,
and other amenities to Alderete
Middle School.

“Annette brings a wealth of expe-
rience to her new position. She has

taught at the high school level, was
coordinator of career and technology
programs, and gained valuable
knowledge as an elementary school
principal. She understands what a
middle school has to do to prepare
students for high school,” said Dr.
Padilla.

Brigham will remain principal of
Childress ES through May. Mean-
while, campus personnel will be
asked to be a part of the process to
find her replacement. “We appreci-
ate the accomplishments at that cam-
pus, and we want the faculty and staff
to be involved in the process for se-
lecting their next principal,” said Dr.
Padilla.

Principal
From Page 1
______________________


