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Day of the Children
El Paso icon Rosa Guerrero will be the
honored guest at this year’s Children’s Day
celebration at Washington Park on April
29, sponsored by the El Paso Public Li-
brary. Guerrero has been an El Paso insti-
tution of dance and education for many
years and was present at the very first Día
de los Niños celebration 10 years ago
when she led hundreds of children in an
impromptu rendition of the Macarena.
Guerrero will open the festivities at 11 a.m.
with a presentation and exhibition. Follow-
ing Guerrero’s presentation, there will be
hundreds of activities for kids as well as
live entertainment for the whole family all
day, and free books. For more informa-
tion, call 274-3336 or visit http://
www.elpasolibrary.org.

Friend at UTEP
The public is invited to the a Millennium
Lecture Series event at UTEP featuring
John Friend, senior vice president of Car-
toon Network Enterprises. Friend will
speak at 4 p.m. Monday, March 27 at the
Undergraduate Learning Center, Room
106. The event is free. Friend oversees
global consumer products for the Cartoon
Network and works with the network’s ad
sales division on promotional licensing
opportunities. He is also a member of the
Cartoon Network Creative Council, re-
sponsible for approving new program-
ming. Fluent in English, Spanish and Por-
tuguese and holding a bachelor of arts in
history and literature from Harvard Uni-
versity, Friend has extensive business ex-
perience in Latin America. He served as
senior vice president of business develop-
ment and strategy for Latin America for
Turner Broadcasting System International.
He has also overseen projects in Argen-
tina, Chile and Brazil. There will be a ques-
tion and answer session after Friend’s lec-
ture, followed by a reception in the UGLC
lobby.

In other news
� City of Socorro Mayor Pro-Tem Trini
Lopez has been invited to attend the
NALEO (National Association of Latino
Elected and Appointed Officials) Policy
Institute on Sustainable Communities in
Phoenix, Arizona this month. He will join
45 other municipal and county officials from
across the Southwest to consider ways to
solve the economic, infrastructure, and en-
vironmental challenges that face commu-
nities in this area. The three-day seminar is
designed to enhance the professional devel-
opment of elected Latino officials.

� The Escontrias Early Childhood Cen-
ter will host their 8th Annual Career Fair
on Tuesday, April 11, at 10 a.m. The U.S.
Border Patrol horses and robots, the
Socorro Police Dept., the El Paso Fire and

CANUTILLO — Kenneth Cooper, teacher
and coach at Canutillo Elementary School, was
named recently Big Brother of the Year by the
Big Brothers/Big Sisters (BBBS) of El Paso.
Cooper’s selection was based on his commit-
ment, devotion, dedication, participation in
activities, and rapport with his “Littles.”

Cooper was selected from a group of about
300 mentors in the BBBS program from El
Paso. He has been involved with BBBS since
January of 2003.

“Not only has he been dedicated to his Little
Brothers, but to all the children at CES. Coo-
per has been an inspiration to those around him.
He uses humor to inspire change and always
has a smile to share,” said Rosario Olivera,

— Photo courtesy Canutillo ISD

ALL IN THE FAMILY — Little Brothers Juan Gonzalez, CES; Juan Beck, CMS; Daniel Torres,
CHS; and Kenneth Cooper, Big Brother of the Year and CES teacher/coach, shown during
his recognition award ceremony held at a recent Canutillo ISD Board Of Trustee Meeting.

Canutillo ISD BBBS coordinator.
Cooper was matched with his first Little

Brother, Juan Beck, Canutillo Middle School
student in January of 2003. Beck’s mother said
that with his Big Brother’s guidance, Juan be-
came quite the gentleman and learned to be
much more polite. Cooper was then matched
with another Little Brother, Daniel Torres,
Canutillo High School student in September
2004. He now has three Little Brothers with
the addition of Juan Gonzalez, an elementary
student from Canutillo Elementary School.

When Gonzalez was first matched with Coo-
per, he was having behavioral and academic
problems. After only two months, Gonzalez’s
mother reported that Juan began to improve in
his grades and behavior. She said, “Juan’s face
lights up when he talks about his Big Brother.”

By Kim Guzman
Special to the Courier

Canutillo teacher, coach
is Big Brother of the Year

EL PASO COUNTY — The Public Service
Board (PSB) has entered into an agreement to
purchase Painted Dunes Golf Course from
Bank of America for $1.875 million. Bank of
America currently owns the golf course assets
and leases the land from the City of El Paso.
The closing is set for March 31, 2006.

Painted Dunes is surrounded by PSB land in
Northeast El Paso. The PSB master plan for
the land is complete, and the engineering con-
sulting firm URS Corporation has been selected
to develop a phasing plan and make recom-
mendations on its development. URS has iden-
tified the golf course as a key element for
implementing a successful master plan.

At today’s City Council meeting, City Coun-
cil approved the transfer of the 275-acre
Painted Dunes property to the Public Service
Board at no cost. The property will continue
to be operated as a golf course and will remain
open to the public. The PSB will be respon-
sible for managing and operating the course

PSB buys Painted Dunes golf course,
wants to avoid ‘Emerald Springs situation’

through a golf management company.
“Public Service Board control of this facil-

ity for the near term is important so the course
can be included in planning and implementing
land sales in Northeast El Paso,” said El Paso
Water Utilities General Manager Ed Archuleta.
“We believe that with recent City Council ac-
tivities to develop vacant land through a well-
planned community process, this acquisition
allows a tremendous opportunity to accomplish
those objectives.

“We certainly do not want a situation to de-
velop at the course such as what has occurred
at Emerald Springs in Horizon City,” he said.

The agreement with Bank of America fol-
lowed weeks of intense negotiations accord-
ing to Archuleta. The asking price was $2.8
million, and the course had previously been
offered at nearly $4 million. Archuleta said the
transaction works financially because the City
is transferring the land to the PSB and no lease
or fee payment will be made to the city.

EL PASO COUNTY — El Paso County
is throwing its doors open to celebrate
County Government Week.

Texas, along with the rest of the nation,
celebrates National County Government
Week this year from April 23-29, with fes-
tivities in every one of its 254 counties.
Some go all out like Victoria County,
which featured a week full of activities
last year. Others, like El Paso, celebrate
only one day, but with an open house and
a big bash.

This year, as it has done in the past two
years, El Paso County will celebrate by open-
ing its doors to the public to show off all the
innovative programs and the multiple ser-
vices it offers El Paso’s families.

Under the theme of “Protecting Our
Communities — Come Find Out What the
County Can Do For You,” the Open House
will show you how to feel safe and secure
in your home and community, including
how to get legal help, pay your property
taxes, register a vehicle or register to vote,
get a copy of your birth certificate and
much more, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 26 at the El Paso County Court-
house, 500 E. San Antonio.

Every county department will have a
booth or exhibit of the programs and ac-
tivities it has available to benefit every El
Paso family. A representative from each
department will be on hand to answer
questions. There will be music and enter-
tainment, guided tours of the Courthouse
and of its historical mural by artist Carlos
Callejo, food and drink, raffles and give-
aways. Art works from El Paso students
will be on display.

“The goal of Commissioners Court with
this Open House is to make El Pasoans aware
of what County government can do and does
for El Paso’s families,” said County Judge
Dolores Briones. “Quite often, people ask
me what exactly it is that county government
does. They wonder if we perform the same
services as the city. The truth is we are dif-
ferent and provide different services,” she
said.

County government structure and respon-
sibilities are spelled out in the Texas Consti-
tution, the judge explained. The County is
the primary source of government services
in areas outside the city limits. Yet, counties
do not have zoning or general ordinance-
making powers. Unlike cities, counties only
have the powers vested in them by the state
legislature.

 County government responsibilities in-
clude operation of the judicial system and
the administration of jails, providing law
enforcement, maintaining public records,
collecting property taxes, issuing vehicle
registrations and transfers, and conducting
elections.

Among the exhibits at the Open House will
be those from the judicial, legal and law
enforcement systems, which provide a

El Paso County throws
doors open during County
Government Week

By Guadalupe Silva
Special to the Courier

See COUNTY, Page 3

See BROTHER, Page 4
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Hola, mi
gente — I
come with a
great debt of
gratitude —

your support, your hard work on my
behalf, and, most importantly, your
votes helped to propel me to the
Democratic nomination for State
Representative from District 75. I am
humbled and honored that you chose
to continue your support of my ef-
forts in Austin.

I cannot claim victory as yet. I still
have one more campaign to run
against a Republican opponent. That
election will take place Nov. 7, 2006,
an election which will determine who
goes to Austin to continue the hard
work of coming up with a new fund-
ing mechanism for our public
schools, among other major issues.
Hopefully, though, we will have a so-

lution even before then, as Gov. Rick
Perry is calling for a special session
in April 2006. I will be there along
with my colleagues from El Paso to
iron out this difficult chore.

Beyond that, however, I am ex-
tremely pleased that you came out to
support not only me, but other candi-
dates as well. As you already know,
your vote is the most crucial element
in these elections — elections that
seem never-ending, but which are vi-
tal in our society that promotes free
will, free elections, and public servants
who will listen to your voice. That is
why I am having a Celebration Rally
to honor you — an opportunity that I
will seek to publicly thank those who
voted for me. The reception in your
honor will take place on Saturday,
March 25, from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. at
the Mission Valley Ballroom, 10600
North Loop, at the corner of North

Loop and Horizon Blvd.
We still have a ways to go before I

can claim my seat in Austin. But, in
the meantime, I feel it is important
to take the time to thank everyone for
their support. The fact that you voted
is the most important factor. Even if
you didn’t vote for me, I’d still like
to thank you for participating in what
is probably the most basic freedom
which we have as citizens of these
United States — our voting right.
Without your vote, we can never be
a truly free society. We must all ex-
ercise our vote. Win, lose, or draw,
we are participants in this great free-
dom that this nation affords us.

As always I thank our veterans who
served in our armed forces and our
men and women who are currently in
uniform. Once again thank you, and
we’ll see you there. Your friend and
public servant, Chente for La Gente!

Por la Gente By State Rep. Chente Quintanilla

Support needed, appreciated

I thought
branding was
s o m e t h i n g
l i v e s t o c k

owners did — the most effective and
permanent method to mark owner-
ship of an animal with a hot iron,
searing forever your mark into hide
and hair in a swirling rush of heat,
smoke and dust.

Not anymore. Now it’s something
corporate advertising agencies are
doing to your kids. The method, how-
ever, is just as primal, visceral, fear-
some — and permanent.

According to advertising experts,
children spent more than $28 billion
of their own money in 1999. In 2000,
they directly influenced the spending
of more than $600 billion by their
parents. Who could resist? It’s an
advertising mecca — all that money
at the disposal of immature minds
just looking for a way to satisfy pass-
ing lusts. No, I’m not talking about
teenage boys — these are children,
under the age of eight.

With the efficiency of a hot iron in
the grip of a leather gloved fist, cor-
porate interests have set out to make
each one of these little cash produc-
ers their very own for life. Not with
a hot iron, of course. They’ve got a

Branded
much more effective weapon.

It’s called a child psychologist.
You think I’m kidding, right? What

self-respecting person who has spent
his or her educational years studying
children and
their needs,
vulnerabili-
ties and
natural re-
s p o n s e s
would use
that knowl-
edge against
them?

A p p a r -
ently, there’s
lots of ‘em.
Everybody
has a price.

W i t h
some $12
billion-plus
in the yearly
advertising
budget to
produce 40,000 or more manipula-
tive TV ads directed specifically at
children, who could resist? The lat-
est fashion accessory attached to ev-
ery advertising team of a major cor-
poration is a child psychologist.

I’d heard about these little gadgets

called “Migos” long before I actually
saw one. Apparently migo is a rip-
off of the Spanish word amigo for
friend. The one I saw was lime green.
It is a child’s cell phone from Verizon,
but I’m sure by now most cell phone
companies market at least one com-
parable version. It has only a few
buttons, programmed to dial and re-
ceive calls from a few specific
sources like Mom, Dad and maybe
Grandma in a perfect world.

What’s not to love? You can almost

see the wheels turning in their little
brains: “I’m just like the so-called big
people in my family. Do they think
I’m so dumb I can’t re-program this
sucker to call Eddie? I’m the only one
in the house who can take off a child-
proof lid!”

Some child-eater made big bucks
off of the kiddie cell phone idea.

There are some child psycholo-
gists, however, who still have a con-
science. During an advertising con-
ference in New York several years
ago dealing with marketing and ad-
vertising to kids, a child therapist
named Susan Linn sponsored an anti-
conference at the same hotel, same
time, one floor down, examining the
negative aspects of child-marketing.

While the advertising gurus up-
stairs were
saying things
like “full
frontal attack
on kids” and
“brand them
when they
are babies!”
Linn and her
group, called
SCEC (Stop
Commercial
Exploitation
of Children)
sponsored a
demonstra-
tion outside
asking “But
is it good for
them?”

T h e y ’ v e
pushed the American Psychological
Association to declare that it is un-
ethical for a child psychologist to
assist child marketers in their appeal
to children.

SCEC has since renamed itself
Campaign for a Commercial Free

Childhood (CCFC) and has pulled in
some pretty hefty support, partnering
in a lawsuit against popular Kellogg
and Viacom’s Nickelodeon to stop their
marketing of junk food to children.

Still the beat goes on and until par-
ents in general make the informed de-
cision that they — not their toddlers
nor their teens — will decide what
cereal will be bought, what clothes will
be worn and what programs will and
won’t get air time on the boob tube,
advertisers have their foot firmly in the
door, branding iron in hand.

Too many parents, most if we’re
honest, have from time to time ap-
preciated those few quiet moments
we were afforded by the blinking box
of colors we call the television. Too
many of us haven’t taken the time and
effort to actually look at and analyze
what it is our kids are absorbing
through their eyes and ears. And we
have and will pay the price.

I heard recently an account of a
young mother who was fending off
requests from her seven-year-old
who wanted a kiddie cell phone. The
youngster was doing an admirable
job of selling the idea, mentioning the
comforting aspect of having mother-
daughter communication as close as
a big, comforting button. The mom
said she was beginning to warm up
to the idea until her child said: “Be-
sides, so-and-so has one!”

The mom promptly exercised the
one and only effective neutralizer that
can defeat the most clever of child
psychology marketing.

She said no.

Dear Editor:
Each year, hundreds of news ar-

ticles, opinion columns, editorials
and letters critical of our public edu-
cation system are printed in newspa-
pers throughout our country. Yet few,
if any, propose getting rid of tax-
payer-funded education and allow the
free market to provide our educa-
tional needs.

Education and opinion cartels
claim that elimination of public

schools would mean the death of edu-
cation. They paint a bleak picture of
a nation of unschooled illiterates who
would not even be able read and
write, much less acquire technologi-
cal or scientific expertise.

To discover the truth, we need to
examine American history from co-
lonial days until well into the 19th
century. During that vast stretch of
time (except for a few public schools
in New England) the free market pro-

vided all educational needs. Home
schooling and the one-room school
were very common. Private schools
supported by parents, churches or
charitable institutions flourished
without the benefit of government
subsidies and directives. Parents
controlled the teaching of their
children.

The absence of government fund-
ing did not hinder the students of this
free-market approach to education.
Without compulsory attendance laws
and other controls mandating a
“good” education, they somehow
managed to transform a supposedly
backward wilderness nation into the
envy of the world.

Colonial and post-colonial genera-
tions of Americans not only knew

how to read and write, they also pos-
sessed values that are under attack
today. These include responsibility,
respect, self-reliance, honesty and
perseverance. Because parents con-
trolled the education of their children,
they could transmit to their offspring
the same traditional values that they
cherished.

Tragically, many Americans mis-
takenly believe that public schools
are an integral part of our govern-
ment. Separation of school and state
is not a revolutionary development
in our history. It is a welcome return
to our philosophical and cultural
roots.

Today, we pay public education
taxes for life even if we have no chil-
dren. In a free market, we would pay

none. Parents would save consider-
able money to pay for the education
of their own children. Also, parents
could select schools teaching the cur-
riculum and values of their choice.
Competition among the many new
private schools needed would keep
tuition costs low and supply abundant
choices. Charity would provide for
the poor.

Our public education system con-
tinues to require more of our tax
money while producing declining
academic results and increasing so-
cial problems. The only viable solu-
tion is to separate school and state
and return to a tried and proven free
market in education.

Dominick Odorizzi
Northridge, California

Write stuff



March 23, 2006 WEST TEXAS COUNTY COURIER Page 3

Reyes Reports By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

Horizon Plumbing
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For those
of us in the
border region,
the issues of

immigration reform, access to health
care, and water scarcity have long
been important. Throughout my ca-
reer in Congress, I have always
worked to educate my colleagues and
other policymakers about the unique
needs along the border, and based on
the success of the Tenth Annual U.S.-
Mexico Border Issues Conference,
held last week in Washington, DC,
it’s apparent that the public is sitting
up and taking notice. In fact, we even
reached a national audience due to
the fact that C-SPAN covered the
event live, and re-aired the tape
throughout the week.

As in years past, I played a leader-
ship role in the Border Conference,
which is an annual event hosted by
the U.S.-Mexico Border Conference
at which we gather subject experts
and Congressional leaders on border
issues. Our goal is not only to edu-
cate but also to stimulate discussion
and debate about solutions to these
concerns. This year’s conference fo-
cused on enduring issues, as well as
current developments such as the
pandemic flu and the “Border Pro-

Conference opens doors
to productive communication

tection, Antiterrorism, and Illegal
Immigration Control Act of 2005,” a
bill the House of Representatives
passed in December. This is espe-
cially timely given the fact that the
Senate Judiciary Committee was
holding a hearing that very day on
the Senate’s immigration reform bill.

I opened the conference at the Wel-
coming Ceremony, and spoke to a
standing-room only crowd, welcom-
ing the many participants and speak-
ers, highlighting the report by the U.S.-
Mexico Border Counties Coalition that
looked at the 24 counties along the
U.S.-Mexico border as a 51st state, and
compared our health, education and
other needs to other states. Through-
out the morning we heard from panel-
ists such as Dr. Manuel de la Rosa of
Texas Tech Medical Center, Dr. Jorge
Magaña, Director of the El Paso City-
County Environment & Health Dis-
trict, and leaders of the Pan American
Health Organization and the Good
Neighbor Environmental Board. Sena-
tors Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) and
Jeff Bingman (D-NM) joined us and
spoke during the luncheon.

Immigration reform is an issue to
which we devoted a significant
amount of time at the conference. I
led the Roundtable discussion on

immigration, which featured such
diverse participants as Jorge Ramos
of Univision, Lou Dobbs of CNN,
Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-CA), Rep.
Michael McCaul (R-TX), Hector
Flores of LULAC, Mexican Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Carlos de Icaza, and
Ambassador Chris Arcos of the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

One of the most significant chal-
lenges facing immigration reform is
the complete breakdown of discourse
and civil conversation. Tempers did
flare a bit during our roundtable, but
I think it was productive and hope-
fully broke down barriers between
those on opposing sides of the debate.

For the tenth year in a row, this
conference educated policymakers
about the U.S.-Mexico border region,
and provided all conference partici-
pants with an in-depth look at life on
the U.S.-Mexico border. The border
has its challenges, but as this confer-
ence reflected, we have a lot of as-
sets and talented individuals work-
ing to ensure border residents have
the quality of life they need and de-
serve. With a dialogue that was both
spirited and insightful, we presented
ideas and suggestions that will help
shape federal policies affecting both
our region and the nation.

ALTO, N.M. — Margaret Sparrow
Cochran, an early resident of Clint
in El Paso County died at her home
in Alto, N.M. on
March 14, 2006.
She was 90.

Born Jan. 10,
1916 in Clint to
Mary Humble
Churchill Sparrow
and Sam Houston
Sparrow, Margaret
married William
B. Cochran on
May 6, 1939. She
was a lifelong
member of the
United Methodist
Church, beginning
in Clint where she
attended the church her grandfather,
A.F. Humble, and his sons built in
1910.

Mrs. Cochran lived almost 70
years in Clint before moving to the

Pioneer of El Paso County, Margaret Cochran, dies at 90
Ruidoso, N.M. area. She was de-
voted to her church, her husband,
her children and her friends and

had a passion for
painting.

She is preceded
in death by her
husband, Sam
Sparrow, in 1992,
and by her sister,
Fern Churchill
Fields who was a
longtime post-
master at the Clint
Post Office. Also
a grandson, Jo-
seph Sterling
Hannsz.

She is sur-
vived by four

children, Mary Margaret Milburn
who teaches in the Clint ISD;
Maxine Farmer and husband Bob
of Orla, Texas; Vaughn Cochran
and wife Diane of Christoval,

Texas; Pamela Cochran of Alto;
and six grandchildren: Cary
Hannsz, Joe Milburn, Casey
Hannsz, Carl Milburn, Heather
Cochran Anderson, and Blake
Cochran. Also six great grandchil-
dren and one great-great grand-
child.

She is also survived by a nephew,
J.W. Fields Jr. and wife Sue of Clint;
and sisters-in-law Alice Littlejohn of
Clint; Dorothy Rowden of Lindale,
Texas and Bertha Cochran of Odessa,
Texas.

Margaret Cochran was buried
March 18, 2006 at Restlawn Cem-
etery in Ruidoso.

The family would like to express
their gratitude to Ruth Ewen and
Yesenia Garcia and to the staff of
Ruidoso Home Care and Hospice.
Memorial contributions are sug-
gested to Bond Memorial Methodist
Church in Clint and Community
United Methodist Church in Ruidoso.

SOCORRO — Socorro native Victor Perez has an-
nounced his candidacy to seek the District 3 seat on the
Socorro City Council. “My reason is simple,” Perez said.
“I want to give back to the town that has given so much
to my family and me.”

Born and raised in Socorro, Victor is the son of Fran-
cisco and Piedad Perez who still reside in Socorro. Perez
is married to Cecilia Barron-Perez and has three daugh-
ters, Paulette, Isabela and Emilia. He says that he wants
to see his daughters grow up in a thriving community
rich with history and opportunity.

Perez has been active in the community in various
capacities for the past 20 years, since the age of 16.

“I’ve been on several committees, commissions and

Perez announces candidacy for City of Socorro District 3 seat
boards of directors,” he said.

He is currently the vice chairman of the City of Socorro
Board of Adjustments and a founding member of the
board of directors of the Socorro Independent School
District’s Foundation for Excellence in Education.

With a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science
and a Master of Education degree, Victor is a profes-
sional educator and is an assistant principal with the
Ysleta Independent School District. Prior to his career
in education, Perez worked as a Program Coordinator
with the Rio Grande Council of Governments.

Perez says that the campaign will not be easy, but, he
said, “I also recognizes that anything worthwhile never
comes easy.”

multitude of programs to help citi-

zens with legal problems. These in-
clude the Public Defenders, Adult
Probation, Juvenile Detention, the
County Attorney, District Attorney,
the Sheriff’s Department and Domes-
tic Relations Office.

Other department’s present will be
those that provide entertainment and

County
From Page 1
______________________

quality of life services, such as
Ascarate Park, Sportspark, Agricul-
tural Extension, Road and Bridge,
Family and Community Develop-
ment and others.

Admission is free. Information:
834-8235 or on the County’s web
page at http://www.epcounty.com.

TO ADVERTISE

CALL 852-3235
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SALE OF FARM REAL ESTATE
67.55 Acres, More or Less

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will sell 67.55 acres
of farm real estate in El Paso County at a Trustee’s
Foreclosure Sale to the highest bidder or bidders,
for cash, at the foot of the steps inside the San
Antonio entrance to the City/County Building
located at 500 East San Antonio Avenue in El Paso,
Texas on Tuesday, April 4, 2006. The minimum FSA
bid will be $234,422.00. For specific information,
contact the Farm Service Agency, 2306 W.
Dickinson, Suite 1, Fort Stockton, Texas.
Phone number: (432) 336-5206, Extension 2.
Visit the website: http://www.resales.usda.gov/

The USDA Farm Service Agency is an equal
opportunity provider and employer. Complaints of
discrimination should be sent to: USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, Washington DC 20250-9410.

Public Hearing
Canutillo Independent School District

2006 — 2007 School Year Calendar

The Canutillo Independent School District intends to
apply for a waiver of the prohibition concerning the date
of the first day of instruction for students for the 2006 —
2007 school year. Canutillo Independent School District
intends to begin instruction for students for the 2006 —
2007 school year on August 10, 2006.

A public hearing to discuss the first day of instruction for
students for the 2006 — 2007 school year will be held on
Monday, March 27, 2006, at 6:00 p.m., at the Canutillo
Independent School District Central Administration
Building, 7965 Artcraft Road.

For further information, please call the Public Information
Office at 877-7482.

Junta Pública
Distrito Escolar Independiente de Canutillo

Calendario Escolar de 2006 — 2007

El Distrito Escolar de Canutillo intenta solicitar un
permiso del estado para poder cambiar la fecha del
comienzo del año escolar 2006-2007. El distrito tiene
intención de comenzar su primer día de instrucción el 10
de agosto 2006.

El lunes 27 de marzo del 2006 en punto de las 6:00
p.m. se efectuará una junta comunitaria para discutir el
comienzo del año escolar 2006-2007. El lugar de la junta
será en las oficinas de administración del Distrito
Escolar de Canutillo, ubicadas en 7965 Artcraft Road.

Para mas información se puede comunicar a la Oficina de
Información Pública al teléfono 877-7482.

WTCC: 03-23-06

This Celebration
is for You!

State Representative Justice of the Peace
Chente Quintanilla Ruben Lujan

District 75 Preceint 6-1

Thank you for exercising your
vote and cordially invite you to

be their guest of honor at:
A Rally for La Gente!

Saturday, March 25, 2006
6:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

Mission Valley Ballroom
10600 North Loop Dr.

Socorro, TX

Come by and enjoy an evening
filled with fun spirit!

For more information, call 915-859-6424.
Pol. Ad Paid For By Hector Delgado, Treasurer; 3120 High Point, El Paso, TX 79904

&

Canutillo High School One Act
Play actors will vie for the
program’s fourteenth consecutive
advancement to the district cham-
pionship round, when they perform
in the annual Zone One UIL One
Act Play competition, at 6 p.m.,
Tuesday, March 28, at the CHS
Theater (6675 South Desert Blvd.).

Richard Jeffery, CHS drama
teacher and One Act Play advisor,
said that the last time CHS students
failed to advance to the district fi-

Canutillo HS to hosts One Act Play contest
nals competition was in 1993.

Tuesday night, five 1-4A high
schools will take the stage — El
Paso, Jefferson, Austin, Chapin
and Canutillo. The top two perfor-
mances will advance to the district
championship, which is scheduled
for Friday, March 24.

Canutillo HS will present the
Shakespearean play, A Midsummer
Night’s Dream. The performances
are free and open to the public.
— Contributed by Alfredo Vasquez

Cooper was available for his Little
Brothers any time they needed sup-
port. Whether it was during the
school day, after school, or on week-
ends, they could contact their Big
Brother for encouragement, help, or
for someone just to listen. Listening
is one of the most important aspects

of being a Big Brother for children,
because of the trust that is garnered
through the relationship, according to
Coach Cooper.

“Coach Cooper has been an inte-
gral part of a successful partnership
between Canutillo ISD and Big
Brothers/Big Sisters. He is a staunch
advocate for the program and its pres-
ence at the schools in the district.
He’s even made himself somewhat
of a recruiter for teachers, faculty, and
student involvement as mentors for

BBBS,” said Beth Sanger, CEO of
BBBS of El Paso.

“His students look up to him be-
cause of his dedication, love, and
support. He treats them as if they are
his own children. He always empha-
sizes the importance of education and
pride,” said Olivera.

“Cooper’s continuous involvement
with students and families in the
Canutillo community shows just what
a big heart he has,” said Pam Padilla,
Superintendent for Canutillo ISD.

Brother
From Page 1
______________________

EAST MONTANA — Top stu-
dents from Mountain View High
School will be attending the Business
Professionals of America
(BPA) 2006 National
Leadership Conference,
“Make Your Mark,” in
Orlando, Florida, May
10-14.

MVHS chapter mem-
bers, Lluvia Chavez,
David Ponce, and Joel
Zamora, will join over
5,000 other conference
delegates from across the
nation to participate in
national-level business
skill competitions, work-
shops, general sessions,
and the national officer
candidate campaigns and
elections. Besides having
the opportunity to excel, they’ll ex-
perience central Florida as they visit
exciting sites.

“The conference will be the cul-
mination of a school year’s worth of
business workforce education and
training which members of the local

chapter of BPA at Mountain View
have received,” said chapter advisors
Dustin Blystone, who, along with
Janis Andrade, teaches various Infor-
mation Technology courses and runs
the IT Institute at MVHS.

Teams must place first or second

to qualify for the national competi-
tion. The E-Commerce Team came
in first at the Texas State BPA Com-
petition. This entailed students cre-
ating a functioning, data-base driven
e-commerce website for a fictitious
tour bus company in New York City.

By Laura Cade
Special to the Courier

Three from MVHS to attend national leadership conference
One of the team members, Joel
Zamora, also qualified to go to na-
tional competition in his individual
event, Digital Media Production, in
which he placed second at the state
level. This competition entailed him
creating a multi-media commercial

advertising the 2007 BPA
National Leadership
Conference in New York
City.

BPA is a national orga-
nization for high school,
college and middle
school students preparing
for careers in business
and information technol-
ogy occupations. The
organization’s activities
and programs comple-
ment classroom instruc-
tion by giving students
practical experience
through application of the
skills learned at school.
BPA acts as a cohesive

agent in the nationwide networking
of education and business and indus-
try, and is contributing to the prepa-
ration of a world-class workforce
through the advancement of leader-
ship, citizenship, academic, and tech-
nological skills.

— Photo courtesy Clint ISD

HEADING SOUTH — Shown from left, Joel Zamora, Lluvia
Chavez, David Ponce will compete in Florida.
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A PLAN FOR EVERY PERSONALITY

GET MORE®

1000 National Whenever Minutes®

Long distance & roaming included
$39.99 a month

A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS.
Take your number to a better place.  T-Mobile is home to some of the most
competitive rate plans in wireless.  And with an enormous selection of the
latest and greatest handsets, there’s something for everyone.  Sign up today
and start saving. 

Limited time offer subject to change. CREDIT APPROVAL/ADDITIONAL
COSTS: Does not apply to pre-paid. Credit approval and $35/line
activation fee required; $200/line early cancellation fee applies.
Regulatory Programs Fee (not a tax or government-mandated charge)
of 86¢ per line/mo. applies; additional taxes and fees may add 6-28% to
your monthly bill. Minutes over monthly allotment are 40¢ per additional
minute. Partial minutes are rounded up for billing. SERVICE COVERAGE:
Service is not available everywhere. For full details, see Coverage Maps
available at www.t-mobile.com or at a T-Mobile store.ABNORMAL CALL
PATTERNS: Call duration and/or your continued eligibility for any rate
plan may be limited or terminated for (a) consumer protection purposes
or (b) abusive conduct or abnormal call pattern(s). MAIL-IN and IN-STORE
REBATE OFFER: Motorola PEBL mail-in rebate offer expires 04/30/06, in-
store rebate offer expires 03/31/06. Samsung T309 in-store rebate offer
expires 03/31/06. Limited to phone shown; Supplies may be limited and

offer may not be available at all dealer locations. T-Mobile reserves the
right to substitute different phone models of equal or greater value.
Customer must remain on a qualifying T-Mobile rate plan at the time
mail-in rebate is actually processed. Allow up to 8 weeks for mail-in
rebate check. See mail-in rebate form for full details. See T-Mobile’s
Terms and Conditions (including mandatory arbitration), available at
www.t-mobile.com, for cancellation policy, international long-distance,
roaming and messaging rates, and additional details that may affect this
offer and additional rate plans, and other information and/or contact
T-Mobile Customer Care, at 1-800-937-8997, with questions concerning
any T-Mobile offer or rate plan. T-Mobile is a federally registered
trademark of Deutsche Telekom AG. Whenever Minutes, FamilyTime
and Get More are federally registered trademarks of T-Mobile USA, Inc.
© 2006 T-Mobile USA, Inc.

PERSONALITY TYPE: THE NEGOTIATOR

w“So, hat did you
get me for 
my birthday?”

Wireless Venture Partners
1570 N Zaragoza Rd

El Paso TX 79936
(915) 857-7760

Wireless Venture Partners
6625 Montana Ave
El Paso TX 79925
(915) 771-0595

Sunland Park Mall
750 Sunland Dr #102

El Paso TX 79912
(915) 581-7452

Wireless Venture Partners
1360 N Lee Trevino Dr Ste 204

El Paso TX 79936
(915) 591-6464

Wireless Venture Partners
2850 Montana Ave
El Paso TX 79903
(915) 566-4710

Wireless Venture Partners
2900 N Mesa St #G
El Paso TX 79902
(915) 577-9688

Samsung T309
MSRP $149.99

$69.99
After a $80 instant

in-store rebate

Motorola PEBL
MSRP $299.99

$199.99
After a $50 instant

in-store rebate & $50
Mail-in rebate

Police Departments, law enforce-
ment K-9 units, and the Insights
Museum are all expected to en-
hance the event.

� Navy Fireman Recruit
Jeanette V. Morales, daughter of
Eva and Octavio Morales of San
Elizario, recently completed U.S.
Navy basic training at Recruit
Training Command, Great Lakes,
Ill. Morales completed a variety
of training over an 8-week stretch
which included classroom study
and practical instruction on naval
customs, first aid, firefighting,
water safety and survival, and
shipboard and aircraft safety. Mo-
rales is a 2004 graduate of San
Elizario High School.

� Registration for Pre-K and
Kindergarten at Horizon Heights
Elementary will be held March
27-April 28, 8-11 a.m. weekdays.
Parents may call 937-7400 for
more information.

� Want to peek into the smolder-
ing summit of a live volcano with-
out risking death? With an
Internet connection and a com-
puter, anyone can do just that.
About 30 cameras and other re-
cording devices set up on
Alaska’s Augustine Volcano are
streaming information to a Web
site hosted by the Alaska Volcano
Observatory. The site, http://
www.avo.alaska.edu/activity/
Augustine.php, has become a
popular destination for everyone
from scientists to amateur vol-
cano buffs who want to keep up
with the active 4,134-foot vol-
cano.

� Marine Corps Pfc. Hugo
Maldonado, son of Socorro and
Javier A. Maldonado, recently
graduated from the Basic Preser-
vation and Packaging course
while assigned as a student to
Marine Corps Combat Service
Support Schools, Camp Lejeune,
N. C., studying all basic aspects
of military packaging and pres-
ervation of hazardous materials,
and an introduction to forklift
training and safety procedures.
Maldonado is a 2004 graduate of
Americas High School.

� Drivers and cars are wanted
for the Demolition Derby to be
held at Lake El Paso on April 16
starting at 2 p.m. Cash prizes and
trophies will be awarded to win-
ners. Pre-registration required no
later than April 10 by calling 852-
2051 or 852-3382. After 7 p.m.
call 852-8942.

� The Eastside Youth Connec-
tion will host its first Young En-
trepreneurs Fair, designed to
showcase the creative and entre-
preneurial spirit of youth ages 5-
18 on Saturday, April 2 at Desert
View Middle School, 1641 Billie
Marie from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Ven-
dor booth fee is $20 with regis-
tration forms at Wayside Teen
Center, 10964 Montwood Suite
A, or by email or fax. For more
information, call Catrina Cormell
at 494-4380.

� The Annual Masonic Informa-
tion Expo will be held Saturday,
April 22, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the El Maida Shrine Temple Audi-
torium, 6331 Alabama to provide
public education about Masonry,
its history and community impact.
Events, parking, childcare and re-
freshments are all free. Organizers
will provide complimentary hot
dogs, soft drinks and displays
showcasing Masonic activities as
well as news about affiliated hos-
pitals and burn centers, supported
in part by many Masonic and
Shriner efforts. “We’re not a secret
society, as it’s been portrayed in
some movies and popular culture,”
said Fred Roberts, El Maida Shrine
Potentate, event organizer and
president of Roberts Steel Co.
“Masons have never concealed our
existence or purpose. We don’t
serve as a forum for discussing re-
ligion, politics or other partisan
affairs. Rather, we work to improve
our lives, our families and our com-
munities through responsibility to
public service.” Participating affili-
ates include all ten El Paso area
Masonic Lodges, DeMoly and
Rainbow Girls, Scottish Rite Bod-
ies, York Rite, El Maida Shrine and
Shriner Units, Ladies of the Shrine,
Daughters of the Nile, Sojourners
and Eastern Star. For information
call Fred Roberts at 587-4131 or
the Shrine Temple at 562-1444.

� Birth and death certificates can
be ordered online at
www.texasonline.com, the Texas
Department of State Health Ser-
vices (DSHS) announced this
week. However, certificates cannot
be downloaded or printed. Online
ordering of a birth certificate for a
birth that occurred in the last 75
years is limited to the individual for
whom a birth certificate is re-
quested and to the mother or fa-
ther of that individual. Online or-
dering of death certificates for
deaths that occurred within the last
25 years is limited to the surviving
spouse, a parent of the deceased
and to certain funeral directors.
Verification of any birth, death,
marriage or divorce — regardless
of date — also is available online.
Forms for ordering by mail can be
downloaded from the DSHS Web
site, www.dshs.state.tx.us.
TexasOnline.com is the official
eGovernment Web site for the State
of Texas.

� The Eastside Youth Connection
(ESYC) is offering the means to
bring families together through
Family Grants. This grant is de-
signed to make funds available for
family meals/snacks and activities
and provides handbooks to help
start family conversations. Grants
are available to families on the
Eastside of El Paso. The Family
Grant is planned into six weekly
activity/dinner sessions to take
place at a local establishment
where the family, to include at least
one parent and youth-age 12-18,
will complete a section of the
“Let’s Talk” handbook and then
socialize in the establishment to-
gether. At the end of the six week
program, the parent and youth will
receive an ESYC “Let’s Talk” t-
shirt and certificate. For informa-
tion on how to participate, contact
ESYC Partnership Director,
Catrina Cormell at 494-4380.

Briefs
From Page 1
______________________
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Classified Ads

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

SERVING ANTHONY, VINTON, CANUTILLO, EAST MONTANA, HORIZON, SOCORRO, CLINT, FABENS, SAN ELIZARIO AND TORNILLO

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
15 words - $5 per week; 35 words - $10 per week

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

STOP HERE
FOR $5 AD.(         )

Please print.Send form and
payment (no cash) to:

West Texas County Courier
14200 Ashford, Ste. C
Horizon City, TX 79928

Deadline: Mondays

Contact Information:

Name: ________________________

Phone: ________________________

ninetee
nseventythree

tw o t h o u s a n dsix

33
YEARS

LEGAL

PUBLIC
NOTICE

Texas Boll Weevil
Eradication Foun-
dation, Inc. is solic-
iting bids for the
manual application
of pink bollworm
pheromone ropes.
Ropes will be tied to
cotton plants at an
approximate rate of
200 ropes per acre
at certain stages of
growth. A minimum
of 20-30 people
over a two to four-
week period will be
needed for this ac-
tivity. Applications
of ropes in the El

Over the years there have been many great
basketball teams that have walked the Texas
Western and UTEP halls.

Some have been pretty good. Some have
been very good. And one was the best in the
entire United States.

The lopsided loss to Michigan in the second
round of the NIT meant the end of the 2005-06
UTEP basketball season.

And though it wasn’t always pretty, this sea-
son, and this team, will always be remembered
for one thing — never giving up though they
had many reasons to do so.

Following last year’s NCAA Tournament
team was going to be next to impossible for
this bunch. But when you pile on all the bad
luck that 2006 brought with it, the accomplish-
ments of this team will make it one of the more
admired in history.

The Miners finished the year with a 21-10
record and an 11-3 mark in their first Confer-
ence-USA season. The 21 wins are remark-
able considering the improvement in UTEP’s
scheduling.

For years El Pasoans have been begging
for the Miners to play a better brand of bas-

ketball opponent. This year the Miners
played New Mexico, Pacific, Georgetown,
Texas Tech, Syracuse and two games against
and improved NMSU squad during the pre-
conference season.

Throw in conference opponents Memphis,
UAB twice and Houston twice, and there’s no
doubt the Miners took a definite step up in com-
petition.

And though the Miners went through enough
defections, injuries and suspensions to cover
several seasons, there was one constant that
kept the team together through all the distrac-
tions — Doc Sadler.

The second-year coach did a masterful job
of being part father, philosopher, motivator,
tactician and drill sergeant.

Sadler had to work without the services of
Gio St. Amant, Stanley Branch and Tremaine
Fuqua, who quit the team. He had to coach
without Vernon Carr and Kelvin Davis, who
missed the entire season due to injury. He had
to deal with the controversial decision of
benching Jason Williams for just one game
after he caused freshman Stefon Jackson to
miss seven games with a broken jaw. He went
without Miguel Ayala for five C-USA games
due to a groin injury.

Then Sadler had to deal with the loss of
his best player and emotional team leader

Miners finish hard fought season high on the heart-o-meter
John Tofi at a time he could no longer af-
ford to lose anyone.

And yet, the Miners kept winning.
Through it all, Edgar Moreno was still driv-

ing to the basket, Stefon Jackson was still hit-
ting that pull-up jumper, Kevin Henderson was
still playing his all-around game, Miguel Ayala
was still hitting that 3-point jumper, Will
Kimble was still getting that key rebound and
Jason Williams was still doing everything hu-
manly possible.

And the orchestra leader, Doc Sadler,
managed a few hours of sleep every night
— I hope.

This UTEP basketball team won’t go down
as one of the ten best in school history, but when
it comes down to sheer heart, will, guts and
determination, it’ll be tough to find any other
that even comes close.

T.O. in Big D
The very thought of Terrell Owens wearing

a Dallas Cowboys uniform sickens me. But I
guess all Dallas Cowboy fans across the Earth,
including me, will have to deal with it this com-
ing season.

Am I the only one or can you still picture
Owens disrespecting the organization by stand-
ing on the star on the field, claiming it as his
own, before he was helped off it by George

Teague.
How can the Cowboys do this?
I know that football is a business but how

about a little self respect? How about an itty
bitty amount of integrity?

I can’t think of a player that Dallas Cow-
boys fan hate more than T.O. So how are they
going to warm up to the guy that virtually ev-
erybody loves to hate?

For the first time in 40 years my loyalty to
the Dallas Cowboys is severely going to be
tested this season. And I suppose I won’t be
the only one approaching this crossroad.

Jerry Jones, you broke my heart and tested
my patience this week by tarnishing, AGAIN,
the mystique of one of the best organizations
in professional sports.

But you accomplished one thing — which
was a shrewd business deal — you put the
Cowboys back in the national limelight.

But at what cost? Let’s ask the San Fran-
cisco 49ers, the Baltimore Ravens and the
Philadelphia Eagles what the eventual cost was
of doing business with this guy.

Watch out, Drew Bledsoe — you’re next.
Remember T.O. saying that Jeff Garcia was
gay, and that Donovan McNabb wasn’t in shape
or tough or as good as Brett Favre?

Dallas, you seem to have forgotten the past.
Now you are condemned to repeat it.

Paso and Trans
Pecos areas will
begin in late May or
early June. Bidders
must furnish the
Foundation, Work-
ers Compensation
coverage prior to
contract approval.
Bids will be ac-
cepted through
March 31, 2006.
For more informa-
tion and detailed in-
structions, please
contact the local
Foundation office at
(877) 765-2139, or
the Foundation
Headquarters office
at (800) 687-1212
Ext. 3124.
WTCC: 03/23/06
________________________

COUNSELING
SERVICES

D A M I A N
M A U R E I R A ,
LCSW - Profes-
sional Counseling/
Therapy: Youth,
Adults, Marital,
Family. Health in-
surance and fee
scale accepted.
657 Winn Rd. in
Socorro, Texas.
Call 858-3857 for
appointment.
03/23/06
________________________

PERSONALS

Thank you, St.
Jude, and Sacred
heart of Jesus for
favor received.
03/23/06
________________________

SELF-HELP

Persons who have
a problem with al-
cohol are offered a
free source of help
locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous - call
562-4081 for infor-
mation.
________________________

SERVICES

“Windshield
Ding —

Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS

REPAIR
Windshield Repair

Specialists
By appt. at your
home or office:

R.V. Dick
Harshberger

915-852-9082
________________________

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR
Domestic and

Foreign
852-3523

1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

________________________

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

•Electric rooter
service for sewers

and drains
•Appliance
installation

•Many other
plumbing services
Licensed, bonded

and insured for
your protection.

________________________

SAN ELIZARIO — Amidst the
Madness of March lies the steady
emergence of spring, where all across
the country, outfield greens are gen-
tly manicured like fine carpets, lines
of chalk look like powdered sugar
atop mocha infields, and the beads
of moisture on every blade of grass
glisten in the sun like diamonds.

To some observers, a baseball field
is, well, a baseball field. To the play-
ers who play on that field, it’s a sanc-
tuary — it’s a place where you can
remain locked in a time warp and stay
a kid. At San Elizario High School, the
baseball field has become a symbol of
pride and teamwork that goes beyond
the clubhouse. According to Coach
Peter Viola, the field at 13981 Socorro
Road is a second home for him and
his ball players, sporting rakes, hoses,
and brooms before and after the gloves
come off. Go to a practice and when
the hitting and ball shagging is over,
one might get a lesson on turf mainte-
nance from, say, an infielder, who du-
tifully combs the dirt better than some
beauticians comb hair.

“They’ve sort of become territorial
about it,” laughs Viola, who in his sec-
ond year at the helm of the varsity
squad has his team out to a 2-1 district
mark, including a tough road win at
Clint to start district play. “They have
the attitude that you’ve got to put work
into it in order to play on it.”

Viola believes that every kid de-
serves to play in a place that matches
his or her pride. What was once an
idea of what a baseball field should
look like has become a reality for
Viola and his team, who now play on
one of the nicest baseball fields in the
County, according to SEISD Athlet-
ics Director Bernie Del Hierro.

“I’ve never seen a group of kids
work so hard,” Del Hierro said. “As
soon as practice is over each kid has a
job to do and they get after it. They’ve
empowered themselves into having
one of the nicest fields around.”

While the players maintain their
home turf — some of the duties in-
clude watering, raking, cleaning out
the bullpen, sweeping the dugouts
and fixing the baselines — much help
and support has come by way of Prin-
cipal Joe Keith and the district
grounds crew personnel as well as or-
ganizations within the high school
campus. The school’s advertising and
graphic design students created the
signage along the outfield fence and
backstop as well as students from the
building trades program. In fact, it was
the building trades program that built
a custom-made bat and helmet rack for
the home team — the visitor’s dugout
will soon have one, too — as well as a
practice pitcher’s mound.

“Rudy Loya and his crew at
grounds have been great,” Viola said.
“Every little area of concern I’ve
brought to them, they’ve addressed.
I really like their drive — they’re not
satisfied with just ‘good’ work.”

And the team is not satisfied with
just playing on a beautiful field. Viola
hopes that the pride that comes from
taking care of their home turf will re-
sult in the effort on the field after the
first pitch has been thrown. The com-
munity can check out both the field
and the team, Friday, March 24, when
the Eagles take on Ysleta at 4 p.m. The
team will play on another professional
baseball field, Saturday, March 25,
when they take on Parkland at Cohen
Stadium. The first pitch is at 7 p.m.

San Eli ballplayers create their own field of dreams
By Phillip Cortez

Special to the Courier

— Photo courtesy San Elizario ISD

HOME FIELD ADVANTAGE — The San Eli players know every inch of
their field because they maintain it. Duties include watering, raking,
cleaning out the bullpen, sweeping the dugouts and fixing the baselines.
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Comix

King Super Crossword

OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

By Don Flood
Americans are a proud people,

and we like to believe we have the
best government money can buy.

Well, that’s what the civics
books say, but the tale of Rep.
Randall “Duke” Cunningham, R-
Calif., tells a different story.

Cunningham, a pioneer in world
of bribery, recently pleaded guilty
to accepting bribes and will be go-
ing to jail.

It’s sad, really. People say they
want transparency in government,
but here you have perhaps the most
transparent official in American his-
tory and they’re sending him to jail.

Cunningham’s vision was to re-
move the guesswork from bribery.
How much of a bribe was neces-
sary? What would you get for it?

Unlike other congress people,
who can be cagey about these
things, Cunningham stated clearly
on one of his congressional note
cards what his customers could
expect.

For a bribe of $140,000 and a
luxury yacht, for example, you
would receive a $16 million gov-
ernment contract.

Each additional $50,0000
yielded another $1 million in con-
tracts.

Eddie Fastbuck, the executive
vice president of Truth in Bribery
USA, a good-government group
that has long advocated clearer
guidelines for congressional brib-
ery, praised Cunningham’s role in
shedding light on the often shad-
owy world of government payoffs.

“Bribery used to be a high-risk
investment,” Fastbuck said. “You
couldn’t be sure of your return.
Cunningham simplified the whole
process. ‘You pay me this, I give
you that.’ Businesses were able to
plan and budget their bribes.

“He brought common sense to
the world of bribery,” he said.

Another Cunningham innova-
tion was volume discounting. Once
the $20 million level in govern-

ment contracts was reached,
Cunningham required only a
$25,000 bribe for every $1 million
in government contracts.

“In business, big volume cus-
tomers always get discounts,”
Fastbuck said. “Why should Con-
gress be any different?”

And Cunningham was flexible.
He accepted cash but was more than
willing to take other forms of pay-
ment, including — and yes this is
true — luxury vehicles, meals, trips,
Buck knives, Persian rugs, a Laser
Shot Shooting Simulator and an an-
tique Louis Philippe commode.

Cunningham also led the way for
other legislators, showing them the
importance of financial planning.

For one bribe, a contractor paid
Cunningham hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars more than his
house was worth. This sounds like
a good deal, but there’s a problem
for the seller: He incurs a huge
capital gains tax.

Some congress people might
have been cheated in such a
scheme, but Cunningham astutely
demanded a further bribe from the
same contractor to cover his tax
bill.

After all, our representatives
have to make hay while the sun
shines.

One of the scandals of modern
government is that many retired leg-
islators would wind up nearly des-
titute if it weren’t for generous
Washington, D.C., lobbying firms
that hire them to glad-hand with
their former colleagues in Congress.

And there’s one more reason to
miss Cunningham. Not only was
he a leader when it came to mod-
ernizing our system of bribing, he
was also a patriot. Cunningham
loved nothing more than speech-
ifying in support of an amendment
to ban flag-burning.

Well, except maybe money, of
course.
______________________________________________________
(c) 2006 King Features Synd., Inc.

Congressional pioneer falls hard

BUST SELLER
ACROSS

    1 Sahara sight
    6 Prop for Mr. Steed
  10 Mack or Wass
  13 Stream
  18 Relative of 1
Across
  19 Profess
  20 Cooking fat
  22 Famed futurologist
  23 Start of a remark
by Ron Luciano and
David Fisher
  25 Artist’s gift
  27 Faux _
  28 Electronic device
  29 Mata _
  30 Report-card letter
  31 Organic unit
  32 Lady of the house
  35 Bonus
  38 Change for the
better
  41 Mouse
  43 Baylor University
site
  44 “Topaz” author
  45 Part 2 of remark
  51 Tole metal
  52 Pay to play
  53 Nautical adverb
  54 Private pension
  55 Musical Myra
  57 “Rule, Britannia”
composer
  58 Terrible
  61 Fills the hold

  63 Crooner Como
  65 Run in the wash
  66 Coypu or
capybara
  67 Ancient vessel
  69 “Alceste”
composer
  70 False story
  71 Fleet
  72 “Carmen”
composer
  73 Carmen, for one
  74 Cold-war assn.
  75 Stylish
  76 “Candid Camera”
creator
  77 Plod
  81 Giant legend
  82 Actor Julia
  84 Mottled
  85 Firefighter’s tool
  86 Part 3 of remark
  92 Level
  93 Whirlpool
  94 Summer stinger
  95 ’90 film with 82
Across
  97 Minister
100 Synonym source
101 55 Across’ title
102 “_ bin ein Berliner”
103 Kuwaiti kingpin
105 Froth
107 Schubert’s “_
Winterreise”
110 Had one’s doubts
114 End of remark
116 In _ (unborn)

117 Archaic cry
118 Tarry
119 Convent wear
120 Spine_tingling
121 Dated
122 “_ You” (’55 hit)
123 Beethoven’s “Fur _”

DOWN
    1 Prettify a poodle
    2 _ Romeo
    3 “The Say Hey Kid”
    4 Funnyman Philips
    5 Last name in
cosmetics
    6 Seasonal song
    7 Zealous
    8 Memo
    9 Fluffy female
  10 RN’s specialty
  11 Aviation pioneer
  12 Night vision?
  13 106, to Claudius
  14 Part of the IRS
  15 Susan Lucci role
  16 Record
  17 _ up (excited)
  21 _ es Salaam
  24 Mrs. Flintstone
  26 Verbal explosion
  31 _ Cob, CT
  32 Beach Boy Love
  33 Coldest cont.
  34 “Agnus _”
  36 Ranks
  37 Be a beau
  38 Biblical book
  39 Pennsylvania port

  40 ’50s car features
  41 Boxer Liston
  42 Table d’_
  43 Jack Benny
expression
  46 Goldwater or
White
  47 Exalt
  48 Less limited
  49 Statistical focus
  50 Kind of kiln
  56 “Killer Tomatoes”
sound
  57 _ rug
  58 Where cats
congregate
  59 Ridge
  60 Enchanted
  62 “All in _ work”
  64 Raleigh’s quest
  65 Apiary sound
  66 Engrossed
  67 Newswoman Van
Susteren
  68 Valuable
instrument
  69 Columnist Smith
  70 Rock’s Lauper
  71 From
  72 Part of Indonesia
  73 Visitor
  75 “_ in Disguise” (’67
hit)
  76 Queue
  78 Stromboli spew
  79 The yoke’s on
them
  80 Actress Rowlands

  83 Nobelist Sakharov
  84 Milk measurement
  87 Permit
  88 “Walden” writer
  89 Driving hazard
  90 “_ you kidding?”
  91 Really big
performer?
  92 Actress Arden
  96 Don of “Cocoon”
  97 Irritate
  98 Intense
  99 Like chiffon
100 Beatles beater
101 Fresh from the
trail
104 Baseball’s Berg
105 Kenton or Getz
106 Jack and Jill’s
vessel
107 Skater Thomas
108 Memphis deity
109 Tivoli’s Villa d’_
111 _ Lanka
112 Pump part
113 Banned substance
114 _ Jima
115 “Silent” president
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The patented RealFeel Temperature® is AccuWeather's exclusive index of the effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine, precipitation, and elevation on the human body.

7-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PASO, TX

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2006                                       

Thu. 6:06 a.m. 6:19 p.m.
Fri. 6:05 a.m. 6:20 p.m.
Sat. 6:03 a.m. 6:20 p.m.
Sun. 6:02 a.m. 6:21 p.m.
Mon. 6:01 a.m. 6:22 p.m.
Tues. 6:00 a.m. 6:22 p.m.
Wed. 5:58 a.m. 6:23 p.m.

Thu. 2:07 a.m. 11:55 a.m.
Fri. 3:00 a.m. 1:06 p.m.
Sat. 3:46 a.m. 2:19 p.m.
Sun. 4:26 a.m. 3:31 p.m.
Mon. 5:01 a.m. 4:43 p.m.
Tues. 5:34 a.m. 5:54 p.m.
Wed. 6:06 a.m. 7:04 p.m.

Sun
Rise Set

Last

3/22

New 

3/29

First

4/5

Full

4/13 

IN THE SKYWEATHER TRENDS THIS WEEK

Moon

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Atlanta 56 34 s 51 34 pc 51 33 pc 63 37 s
Boston 42 32 pc 44 32 pc 44 34 pc 46 33 c
Chicago 40 26 sf 38 26 sf 42 28 pc 46 32 s
Denver 46 26 pc 56 30 s 58 32 pc 61 32 pc
Detroit 40 27 sf 40 28 sf 42 30 pc 47 31 c
Houston 64 42 pc 66 42 s 70 46 s 76 50 pc
Indianapolis 44 26 pc 40 27 sf 42 30 pc 49 33 pc
Kansas City 43 20 sf 43 23 pc 46 30 pc 52 35 pc
Los Angeles 77 52 s 77 54 s 68 54 pc 68 52 pc
Miami 83 65 t 77 55 pc 73 51 pc 74 56 s
Minneapolis 34 20 pc 37 24 c 40 26 pc 45 28 pc
New Orleans 60 43 pc 60 44 s 63 46 s 72 47 s
New York City 48 36 pc 48 34 pc 46 34 pc 49 36 pc
Omaha 38 20 pc 38 20 pc 44 25 pc 49 29 pc
Phoenix 81 56 s 85 58 s 84 58 pc 82 56 pc
San Francisco 64 51 s 63 52 r 61 47 sh 61 47 pc
Seattle 61 44 sh 56 42 r 52 39 c 52 39 pc
Washington 54 34 pc 52 36 c 52 36 pc 54 37 pc

CITY HI LO W HI LO W HI LO W HI LO W
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Abilene, TX 51 34 s 60 40 s 71 43 s 77 49 s
Albuquerque, NM 59 35 pc 66 39 s 70 41 pc 70 39 s
Amarillo, TX 48 28 pc 56 32 s 65 36 s 73 39 s
Austin, TX 60 37 pc 65 38 s 72 43 s 78 47 pc
Brownsville, TX 68 55 r 72 53 pc 80 57 pc 82 61 pc
Dodge City, KS 41 22 pc 46 26 s 57 29 pc 57 36 pc
Jackson, MS 55 34 pc 58 31 s 58 36 s 66 38 s
Laredo, TX 69 54 pc 72 54 pc 80 56 s 81 59 pc
Little Rock, AR 50 32 c 55 32 s 56 34 s 63 39 pc
Lubbock, TX 51 30 pc 62 35 s 70 40 s 76 43 s
Memphis, TN 51 32 c 52 33 pc 55 35 s 60 40 pc
Midland, TX 54 35 s 62 40 s 73 43 s 81 46 s
Pueblo, CO 48 24 pc 60 31 s 63 35 pc 64 30 pc
Roswell, NM 56 33 s 65 37 s 75 41 s 82 41 s
St. Louis, MO 44 26 c 44 29 c 48 32 pc 53 34 pc
San Antonio, TX 66 42 pc 66 42 s 72 48 s 80 53 pc
Texarkana, AR 52 34 pc 59 36 s 62 39 s 70 46 pc
Waco, TX 56 35 pc 60 39 s 70 45 s 75 49 pc
Wichita, KS 45 24 sh 44 26 pc 49 31 pc 55 36 pc

CITY HI LO W HI LO W HI LO W HI LO W
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

REGIONAL CITIES U.S. CITIES

Rise Set

Partly cloudy and
chilly

Thu. night

40°

35°
RealFeel

Mostly sunny and
pleasant

Friday

RealFeel

44°72°

37°71°

Sunny to partly
cloudy 

Saturday

RealFeel

47°78°

40°75°

Brilliant sunshine

Sunday

RealFeel

45°78°

37°75°

Sunshine

Monday

RealFeel

48°76°

45°76°

Sunshine

Tuesday

RealFeel

50°77°

50°80°

Partly sunny

Wednesday

RealFeel

50°78°

50°77°

Mostly sunny

Thursday

66°

68°
RealFeel

EL PASO — Young people who
plan to cross over into Mexico for an
evening of partying will find their en-
trance and exit from El Paso’s sister
city of Juarez and bit more restricted
following action by the El Paso City
Council.

This past Tuesday, March 13, the
El Paso City Council passed an
amendment to the City’s Curfew Or-
dinance (title 10 Municipal Code).
This amendment added “Special Cur-
few Areas” and “Special Curfew
Hours” to the existing ordinance.

The Special Curfew Areas are

El Paso establishes special curfew hours around bridges into Juarez
those defined with specified bound-
aries in El Paso between 7 p.m. and
6 a.m. and applies to persons who are
under the age of 17. These areas are
basically the areas around the Paso
Del Norte Bridge and the Stanton
Street Bridge, both of which cross
over the border into Juarez.

The curfew in all other areas in the
city of El Paso for those under 17
remains at 11 p.m.

The Special Curfew Hours and
Areas took effect on Sunday, March
19. The El Paso Police Department
will continue to educate area resi-

dents about the change in the ordi-
nance through the news media and
the EPPD website.

The following boundaries have been
established as Special Curfew Areas:

Special Curfew Area “A”
Beginning at the intersection of

Father Rahm Avenue and Santa Fe
Street;

Proceeding south on Santa Fe
Street to Loop 375 (Border High-
way);

Proceeding east on Loop 375 (Bor-
der Highway) to Oregon Street;

Proceeding north on Oregon Street
to Father Rahm Avenue; and

West on Father Rahm Avenue to
the point of beginning.

Special Curfew Area “B”
Beginning at the intersection of

Mesa Street and Seventh Avenue; and
Proceeding south on Mesa Street

to Eighth Street; and
Proceeding east on Eighth Street

to Kansas Street; and
Proceeding north on Kansas Street

to Seventh Avenue; and
West on Seventh Avenue to the

point of the beginning.


