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Kindness is a language the deaf can hear
and the blind can see.

— Quips & Quotes
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An average refund of $856 is waiting for
9,627 Texas taxpayers whose refund checks
were returned to the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice this year as undeliverable. The refunds
can be claimed as soon as their owners up-
date their addresses with the IRS. In some
cases, a taxpayer has more than one check
waiting.

The IRS wants Texas taxpayers to get this
money as soon as possible. It’s easy to up-
date your information and claim your refund
by using the “Where’s My Refund?” tool on
IRS.gov — it enables taxpayers to check the
status of their refunds. A taxpayer must sub-
mit his or her social security number, fil-
ing status and amount of refund shown on
their 2006 return. The tool will provide
the status of their refund and in some cases
provide instructions on how to resolve
delivery problems.

Taxpayers can access a telephone version
of “Where’s My Refund?” by calling 1-800-
829-1954.

The number of undeliverable refunds each
year is a relatively small portion of all re-
funds returned to taxpayers. So far in 2007,
the IRS has processed nearly 105 million
refunds, totaling about $240 billion, either
by mail or direct deposit.

In fact, undeliverable refunds account for
less than one-tenth of 1 percent of all refunds,
or about one in a thousand.

A refund check is normally returned as un-
deliverable when a taxpayer moves without
updating his or her address with either the
U.S. Postal Service or the IRS.

The list of taxpayers due undeliverable re-
funds this year rose about 21 percent from
95,746 last year. The sharp increase is due
in part to the Telephone Excise Tax Refund.
The refund is a one-time payment available
on 2006 federal income tax returns. It was
designed to return to taxpayers previously
collected long-distance telephone taxes. In-
dividuals, businesses and tax-exempt orga-
nizations are eligible to request it.

Bad addresses also cause delays. Refund
checks are mailed to a taxpayer’s last known
address. Checks are returned to the IRS if a
taxpayer moves without notifying the IRS
or the U.S. Postal Service.

Taxpayers can update their addresses with
the IRS on the “Where’s My Refund?” fea-
ture. Also, taxpayers checking on a refund
will be prompted to provide an updated
address if there is an undelivered check
outstanding within the last 12 months.
Taxpayers checking on a refund over the
phone will be given instructions on how
to update their address.

A taxpayer can also ensure the IRS has
his or her correct address by filing Form
8822, Change of Address. Download the
form from IRS.gov or request it by calling
1-800-TAX-FORM (1-800-829-3676).

Those who do not have access to the

Special to the Courier
By Lea Crusberg

IRS has
undelivered
refund checks
for Texans

See BOARD, Page 6

School dedicated
More than 40 years after his death in Viet-
nam, Sgt. Roberto Ituarte’s legacy lives
on and his code of trust, integrity, and hon-
esty will be instilled in future generations.
On Nov. 8, Socorro Independent School
District formally dedicated the first El
Paso school named after a Vietnam War
veteran. Sgt. Ituarte Elementary which
opened in July 2006 held a ceremony to
recognize the 24-year-old El Pasoan who
was killed in action in Vietnam in 1965.
Held to commemorate Veterans Day, the
school located at 12860 Tierra Sonora,
welcomed friends and family of Sgt.
Ituarte to tour the school and witness the
official dedication. Students sang, family
members spoke with pride and former sol-
diers held back tears as the school was
dedicated in honor of Sgt. Roberto Ituarte.

Pricey girdles
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) officers performing anti-terror in-
spections at the Paso Del Norte interna-
tional crossing in El Paso seized 14.9
pounds of cocaine Saturday night. Two
Mexican women were taken into custody
following the drug bust. The seizure was
made at approximately 6:15 p.m. when a
2005 Ford Focus with two female occu-
pants arrived at the port from Mexico. A
CBP officer at the primary inspection
booth interviewed the driver and passen-
ger of the car and noted they were ner-
vous and evasive during routine question-
ing. The vehicle was sent to the second-
ary inspection area for a more thorough
exam. During the secondary inspection,
CBP officers determined that both women
had bundles concealed under their cloth-
ing. CBP officers continued the inspection
and found that each woman had cocaine-
filled bundles held in place against their
abdomen with elastic girdles. The women
were taken into custody. U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) special
agents arrested both women in connection
with the failed smuggling attempt. The
driver of the car, 30-year-old Maria
Mercedes Hidalgo Lopez of Camargo,
Chihuahua, Mexico, carried three cocaine-
filled bundles weighing 7.4 pounds. The
passenger, 20-year-old Armida Prieto
Vasquez of Camargo, Chihuahua, Mexico,
also carried three cocaine-filled bundles
weighing 7.5 pounds.

El Paso grants
The U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services (HHS) has awarded $17
million to the El Paso community, Con-
gressman Silvestre Reyes, D-El Paso, an-
nounced today.
• $16.3 million to the Region 19 Educa-
tion Service Center to fund El Paso’s Head
Start centers. “Head Start provides basic
educational and social services that El
Paso children might not otherwise receive,

Students across Socorro Independent School
District are working to make the holidays
brighter for families living in the El Paso area.
From blanket and toy drives to collecting warm
coats and providing Christmas dinners, stu-
dents from kindergarten through 12th are sup-
porting various non-profit organizations this
holiday season.

Several schools conducted food and cloth-
ing drives through the month of Nov.. Socorro
ISD’s newest school, Chester E. Jordan El-
ementary held its first canned good drive.
Along with Jordan teachers who donated tur-
keys, the student body collected canned food
to provide a complete meal to area families.
The food baskets were handed out on Nov. 16.
Inside Angie Arellano 3rd grade classroom,
students were busy packing boxes with canned
food.

“We got tons of stuff to give to families in
our community because we know there is a
great need,” said Arrellano. “All these students

By Irma Flores
Special to the Courier

Socorro ISD students serve their community

— Photo by Stacy Kendrick

CARING — Chester E. Jordan Elementary
students collected food for distribution prior
to Thanksgiving. See SERVICE, Page 4

Canutillo Independent School District Board
of Trustees recently recognized seven Canutillo
High School students for their accomplish-
ments as participants in the Big Brothers Big
Sisters (BBBS) program.

CHS Seniors Miriam Garcia and Paolo
Sanchez were honored for being named 2006-
07 Bigs of the Year. Garcia and Sanchez have
been instrumental in helping the BBBS pro-
gram grow to include more than 400 students

— Photo courtesy Canutillo ISD

STARS — Canutillo High School students were recognized for their participation in the
“Leaders For Life” Summer Camp in Syracuse, New York. From left are Katrina Nuñez,
Andres Rodriguez, Elizabeth Hernandez, Frances Rodriguez, and Clarissa Castillo.

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

Canutillo students recognized
for Big Brothers, Big Sisters efforts

throughout the District.
CHS Freshman Frances Rodriguez and

Sophomores Andres Rodriguez, Elizabeth
Hernandez, Katrina Nunez, Clarissa
Castillo, and Kayla Hinson were presented
certificates of appreciation for their partici-
pation in the Summer Leadership program,
“Leaders For Life Camp”, in Syracuse, New
York as part of Canutillo High School’s
STARS (Students Together Achieving Real
Success) program.

Also recognized were BBBS facilitators
Teresita Ballard, CHS Teacher, and Rosario
Olivera, CISD Completion Facilitator.

Fabens student serving on Fed board
FABENS — The El Paso Branch of the Fed-

eral Reserve Bank of Dallas, has announced
their new 2007-2008 Student Board of Direc-
tors. One of this year’s members is Albert Toca

from Fabens High School. Being a junior at
FHS, Toca was one of the six students chosen

See REFUNDS, Page 3
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One perspective
By Francis Shrum

I’m scared
of heights.

Though I
kept gasping

a little, like you do when jumping off
into a pool of cold water, my lack of
courage didn’t keep me away from
the edge.

The Grand Canyon is one of the
world’s greatest marvels. It’s one of
those places where you can experi-
ence earth’s majesty up close and per-
sonal, for a few breath-taking mo-
ments, for an entire day, or longer. I
don’t think you could ever see it all.

The wondrous colors intertwined
with modulation of depth and shadow
are mesmerizing. I could almost feel
myself float out across the yawning
abyss like the hawk that was surfing
the afternoon breeze.

Because this landmark is so awe-
some, its fame is global. It attracts
people by the thousands daily, of
practically every age, circumstance
and nationality. Unfortunately, be-
cause it is so up close and personal,
people can become numb to the real-
ity of the place, as if it were simply a
part of an interactive video game,
with no real consequence other than
if you fall, maybe you lose one of
your lives.

Equally unfortunate is that, in real
life, you have only one.

The day I was marveling at the
Canyon’s edge was Oct. 6. I was ac-
companied by numerous members of
my family, including two grandboys,
ages six and three.

A scant three days later, at about
11:30 a.m. on a beautiful fall morn-
ing, a four-year-old girl fell nearly
450 feet from the Canyon’s edge,
from one of the places I had stood
taking pictures. She didn’t live long.
She died at the scene from blunt force
trauma, primarily to her head.

According to news reports, she was

A view to die for
there vacationing with her parents,
two brothers and a family friend.
They had only been there about 30
minutes. The tragedy occurred at one
of the places where a paved trail runs
parallel to the Canyon, several yards
back from the edge. Her parents were
walking along the path when the little
girl began to wander toward the rim.

Witnesses told news reporters that
her mother told the child, “in a stern
manner,” to stay on the path. As they
turned and resumed their walk, the
child reportedly ran back to the edge,
lost her balance, and tumbled over.

Her father, a fighter pilot sta-
tioned at Luke Air Force Base near
Phoenix, scrambled over the edge
after her. When he reached her, he
started CPR and was soon joined
by a Park Service ranger who
rappelled down. A second ranger,
lowered by helicopter, determined
the child was dead.

On average, one to three people die
each year in falls from the rim of the
Canyon. Don Singer, safety manager
for the Grand Canyon National Park,
told The Arizona Republic that re-
search data dating back to 1925
shows that the highest risk group are
young men in their 20s and 30s who
fall because they put themselves in
danger by doing daredevil stunts or
climbing into unsafe places.

While taking photos, I personally
watched several people climb down
from the rim out onto a narrow point
of the bluff that extended far over the
Canyon’s drop.

One slip, that would have been it.
Along most of the Canyon’s rim,

there is no railing, and Singer said
there is no plan to add fencing.
“People can choose the level of risk
they want when they come to the
Canyon. It is a natural area and we
do want them to experience as natu-
ral an area as possible.”

Natalie Yeargan, the child who fell,
is the third death this year. A 50-year-
old man fell 300 feet on Aug. 2, and
later that month, a body was found
150 feet below Walhalla Overlook.
Officials don’t know the circum-
stances surrounding the man’s fall.

Previously, the youngest person to
die of a fall was 13. There’s even a
book on the subject, Over the Edge:
Death in the Grand Canyon, by
Michael Ghiglieri and Thomas
Myers, which says that 53 people
have died from falling into the Can-
yon since they started keeping
records back in 1925.

The news reports about the little
girl brought back vivid memories of
the worried mothers and diligent fa-
thers who kept white-knuckled grips
on the hands and collars of my two
grandboys as we traversed this won-
derful place. I know all too well how
quick a little one can move, how pre-
cious and irretrievable are those sec-
onds between almost and all-over.

I have deep sympathy for the par-
ents of that tiny child who will visit
no more landmarks in this life. Ex-
cept by the grace of God many more
parents would walk in their shoes.

Dr. Scott Goodman’s comment
pretty much said it all for me: “Na-
ture is beautiful, alluring and spec-
tacular, and on the other side of the
coin, harsh and uncompromising.

This should remind us all how pre-
cious life is and how quick things can
change in a moment… when in an
unfamiliar place, we should be extra

OVER THE EDGE — Just to left of center in this photo, on top of the jutting rocks, there are four people that
ventured out beyond safeguards and warnings at the Grand Canyon.

GRANDBOYS AT THE GRAND CANYON — Letting our kids experience the Grand Canyon was a
white-knuckle experience. Both fathers have firm grips on their sons.

cautious and on guard.”
Amen to that. The view from the

rim of the Grand Canyon should not
be one to die for.

TEMPTING VIEW — There are many points along the canyon rim that
offer the feeling of being out and over the canyon. This photo was
taken from one such area that has railings. However, many outcroppings
do not have safety guards — nor should they.
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Reyes Reports By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

The U.S. House of
Representatives re-
cently passed H.R.

3867, the Small Business Contracting Pro-
gram Improvements Act, which includes the
essential changes for 8(a) businesses that I
proposed earlier this year in H.R. 1611, the
8(a) Modernization Act, and assists small
business owners in contracting with the fed-
eral government.

In 1968, Congress established the 8(a) pro-
gram to assist small businesses owned by those
who are socially and economically disadvan-
taged. A large part of the program’s success is
a provision that makes companies with 8(a)
certification eligible for smaller government
contracts on a sole source basis and over the
years, 8(a) has helped businesses in El Paso
and across the country grow and prosper by
allowing entrepreneurs valuable access to fed-
eral contracts. However, in the forty years since
then, Congress has failed to update the pro-
gram to empower the business owners of to-
day. In 1968, those smaller contracts were de-
fined as contracts not exceeding $3 million in
value for services, and a small businesses’ net
worth was set at $250,000, which freezes thou-
sands of relatively small businesses today out
of 8(a) assistance.

My legislation, and the Small Business Con-
tracting Program Improvements Act, though,
making critical updates to the 8(a) program.
H.R. 3867 would:

• Increase the limit for sole source contracts
awarded under the 8(a) program from $3 mil-
lion to $5.1 million; and

• Increase the net worth limit for 8(a) appli-
cants from $250,00 to $550,000.

The bill also improves small business op-
portunities for service-disabled veterans. Ser-
vice-disabled veteran-owned businesses cur-
rently receive less than one percent of federal
contracts. This bill:

• Places veteran small business owners at the
top of the list for receiving federal contracts;

• Requires the Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) to fulfill its obligations under Ex-
ecutive Order 13360, which will give veterans
access to procurement assistance; and

• Creates penalties for misrepresentation of

Small business, veterans
need access to contracts

a service-disabled veteran-owned business
classification.

Through events such as the annual Veterans
Business Conference in El Paso, I have taken
intentional steps to provide our veterans with
support and information from federal agencies.
These proved helpful for El Pasoans, and the
provisions of this bill will help service-disabled
veterans in El Paso and across the country suc-
ceed as they work to make their entrepreneur-
ial ideas a reality.

The bill also expands opportunities for
women entrepreneurs. H.R. 3867 sets out re-
quirements for the SBA to implement the
Women’s Procurement Program to help level
the playing field for women-owned businesses
in federal contracting. Women have been wait-
ing nearly seven years for the SBA to imple-
ment this program, while losing tens of billions
of dollars in contracting opportunities.

The bill strengthens community develop-
ment, through the Historically Underutilized
Business Zone (HUBZone) Empowerment
Contracting Program. This program promotes
business in historically underutilized urban and
rural areas with lower-than-average incomes
by verifying that small businesses receiving
contracts under its authority are qualified. It
further specifies that only local companies can
get HUBZone construction contracts.

Since arriving in Congress in 1997, one of
my main goals as El Paso’s representative has
been to improve our economic prosperity and
vitality. Upon learning that a large number of
El Paso businesses had never worked with the
federal government, the largest buyer in the
world, I joined with the El Paso Hispanic
Chamber to reach out to these businesses and
together, we certified many businesses as
HUBZone businesses.

All these different programs take important
steps to help businesses that deserve assistance
most, and the Small Business Contracting Pro-
gram Improvements Act modernizes and re-
quires them to serve the business owners of
today, which are increasingly women, veter-
ans and minorities. The engine of El Paso’s
economy is our small businesses. I am proud
to help create opportunities that allow them to
contract with the federal government.

internet and think they may be missing a re-
fund should first check their records or con-
tact their tax preparer, then call the IRS toll-
free assistance line at 1-800-829-1040 to up-

date their address.
Signing up for Direct Deposit can put an

end to undelivered refunds, as well lost or
stolen refund checks. Taxpayers can receive
refunds directly into personal checking or
savings accounts. Direct Deposit is available
for filers of both paper and electronic re-
turns. Taxpayers can sign up for direct de-
posit on their tax form.

Refunds
From Page 1
______________________
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Hola mi gente y…

…Happy

Thanksgiving

Pol. Ad Paid For By Hector Delgado, Treasurer; 3120 High Point, El Paso, TX 79904

Please give thanks this holiday for
the men and women that serve our
country and protect this nation.

Pray that our fellow Texans and all
the other fine men and women of this
great nation giving service will come
home safely.

— Chente Quintanilla
State Rep., District 75

Town of Anthony
PUBLIC NOTICE
A PUBLIC HEARING will be held at 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, November 27, 2007 during the Regular Town
Council Meeting at Anthony Town Hall, 401 Wildcat
Dr., Anthony, Texas. Purpose of the public hearing is to
allow any interested person to appear and testify at the
hearing regarding the following proposed ordinance(s),
second reading:

1) Ordinance No. 446. An ordinance of the Town
of Anthony to Tax Tangible Personal Property in
Transit Which Would Otherwise Be Exempt Pur-
suant To Texas Tax Code, Section 11.253, for the
Town of Anthony, Texas.

2) Ordinance No. 447. An Ordinance of The
Town of Anthony, El Paso County, Texas grant-
ing to El Paso Electric Company, a corporation,
its successors and assigns, a franchise with the right
to acquire, construct, erect, maintain, repair, re-
construct and operate an electric light and power
plant and system in Anthony, Texas, and to erect,
maintain, construct, operate and install a system
of power lines over, across, upon, along and un-
der the present existing and hereafter constructed
highways, public roads, streets, alleys, bridges, via-
ducts, public grounds, public property and pub-
lic parks and places in the Town of Anthony for
the purpose of transmitting and distributing elec-
tric power to the inhabitants within the said years
to expire on the 27th day of November, two thou-
sand twenty-seven (2027) and providing for a
consideration for the franchise and for regulations
by the Town governing the conduct, operation,
service and rates of said company, and the dura-
tion and termination of the franchise.

Ordinances are too extensive to print. Ordinances are al-
ways available for viewing or copying upon request from
the Town Clerk at the above address. Those that are un-
able to attend may submit their written comments to the
Town of Anthony, P.O. Box 1269, Anthony, Texas 79821.
Persons  in need of assistance to attend are encouraged to
contact the Town Clerk at 886-3944.

Myriam P. Uribe
Town Clerk

WTCC: 11/22/07

Low Prices and Daily Specials
1330 Fabens St.  •  Fabens, TX  •  764-2215 or 851-3149

“Family Owned and Operated”

Open
7AM - 8PM

Daily

helping out, it is wonderful. They are
like Christmas elves.”

Also helping their community
were students at Socorro Middle
School who collected more than 800
canned food items which they do-
nated to The Christian Home. This is
the third year the school has sup-
ported the charity that reaches out to
nearly 900 families. The school also
provided more than 70 turkeys to
Socorro Middle School families.

“Our students are very humble
and they do what they can to help
others,” said Monica Flores,
Socorro Middle counselor. “They
have always exceeding our expec-
tations when it comes to commu-
nity service.”

Salvador H. Sanchez Middle
School students and staff opened
their doors to welcome Fort Bliss
soldiers. The school hosted a lun-
cheon to show their appreciation es-
pecially for the members of the 401
Calvary that just returned to Fort
Bliss.

We wanted to show our appre-

ciation for our soldiers for what
they have done and what they are
doing,” said Armando Gutierrez,
Sanchez math teacher. “We are just
showing them some of the Sanchez
hospitality.”

Paso Del Norte and Options High
School delivered its food donations.
Paso Del Norte worked with area
McDonalds to help families in need.
While Option High School Student
Council food drive benefited the
Migrant Farm Shelter. Campestre
Elementary School students also col-
lected food and canned items to help
those at Thanksgiving and also pre-
pare for their Christmas food drive.

Lujan Chavez Elementary teamed
with the El Paso Rescue Mission to
help meet the demand the mission
faces during the holiday season. Also
supporting the Rescue Mission was
Bill Sybert School which collected
1,235 items. The school’s drive was
spearheaded by the 4th grade class
that held collection dates the week
prior to Thanksgiving. The El Paso
Rescue Mission will also be getting
some needed help from the 200 plus
sophomores and freshmen at Mission
Early College High School who con-
ducted the school’s annual Food
Drive.

In the Mission Valley, Hueco El-
ementary gathered its items on Nov.
15 which will go toward helping area
families in need by providing food
baskets. The school collected enough
cans to provide 15 families with a
large basket of can goods and a tur-
key. The National Junior Honor So-
ciety at Jane A. Hambric sent its do-
nations to a local food bank. Sgt.
Roberto Ituarte Elementary helped
collect food for Candlelighters while
students at Sierra Vista Elementary
supported La Posado Home for Bat-
tered Women. John Drugan School
Student Council is conducting their
2nd annual “Cans for Castles”
canned food drive. The students use
the theme because of their mascot,
Dragons and then they construct a
castle using the cans which have been
donated.

The El Dorado High School Cre-
ativity Action Service (CAS) Club
led a clothing drive for a global cause.
The clothing drive collected clothing,
bedding, towels, shoes, stuffed ani-
mals, back packs and soft purses/bags
that will help 3rd world families that
earn less that $200 annually.

Americas High School is working
on outfitting 300 area children with
shoes and socks This is the 12th year
the school has donated shoes and
socks to families living in the Ameri-
cas feeder pattern. The school uses
its annual “Woodsock” event to raise
money for their holiday drive.

Four more campuses will kick off
their annual food drives following the
Thanksgiving break. Escontrias El-
ementary will host its drive from
Nov. 26 until Dec. 7. The school will
be helping fill the shelves at local
food banks as well as providing to
families in need living in the
Escontrias area. The drive is part of
the Core Essential Character Educa-
tion traits program which will help
students learn the value of helping
those less fortunate. Montwood
Middle School will conclude its 5th
annual food drive on Nov. 30 and
kick off its clothing drive the first
week of Dec.. The collected items
will go to filling up Christmas bas-
kets which also hold turkeys and pre-
sents donated by the school’s faculty
for families from our school.
Montwood Middle Student Council
members and CIS students worked
after school and on Saturdays to col-
lect can goods from area neighbor-
hoods. Collection dates for Robert R.
Rojas Elementary drive run from
Nov. 26 through Dec. 15. The school
is asking for donations to help our
school-wide family with canned
goods, non-perishable items, new
toys, teddy bears and clothing. Do-
nations can be sent to Coach
Abraham McMillan in the Physical
Education Department. The 7th and
8th grade AVID classes at Capt.
Walter E. Clarke Middle School will
be sponsoring a Christmas Food
Drive Dec. 3 through Dec. 13 to help
the SISD Warehouse Holiday Store.
Students and teachers will be able to
donate food items to their “College
Team” AVID Advisory class.

Service
From Page 1
______________________

— Photo by Stacy Kendrick

Returning  soldiers of the 401 Calvary from Fort Bliss were treated to a
meal at Salvador H. Sanchez Middle School.
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Let’s remember to be thankful for the good gifts of life we enjoy
in America as Americans.

And, in our giving of thanks, we are thankful for and need to
especially remember our troops in Iraq, Afghanistan and in other
places throughout the world who are defending freedom!

Happy
Thanksgiving

From Congressman Silvestre Reyes
16TH Congressional District

Paid for by Reyes Congressional Campaign, Ron Pate, Treasurer, 1011 Montana, El Paso, TX  79901
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Classified Ads
LEGALS

LEGAL
NOTICE

On October 19,
2007, Open Arms
Community of El
Paso filed an appli-
cation with the Fed-
eral Communica-
tions Commission
requesting authority
to construct a new
noncommerc i a l
educational FM ra-
dio station to serve
Horizon City and
surrounding areas.
The application pro-
poses a Class A FM
station operating  at
91 meters with
ERP: 0 kW(H)
1.18kW(V) from
Horizon City. A copy
of the application is
available for in-
spection during
business hours in
the proposed main
studio at 8210 N.
Loop, El Paso,
Tx.79907
WTCC-11/22/07
________________________

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP to fur-
nish the District with
the following prod-
ucts and/or ser-
vices will be ac-
cepted at the fol-
lowing times:

FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER

30, 2007

BACKFLOW
PREVENTERS

CSP NO.
199-1130-8007

ACCEPTED
UNTIL

2:00 P.M.

ANNUAL PM
FOR

MECHANICAL
WATER

TREATMENT
CSP NO.

199-1130-8008
ACCEPTED

UNTIL
2:30 P.M.

EMPLOYEE
UNIFORMS

FOR OPERA-
TIONAL

SERVICES
CSP NO.

199-1130-8012
ACCEPTED

UNTIL
4:00 P.M.

RELOCATION
OF POR-

TABLES AND
RELATED
SERVICES
CSP NO.

199-1022-8011
ACCEPTED

UNTIL
4:15 P.M.

Proposals will be
received at Busi-
ness Services
Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El
Paso, Texas 79928
until the specified
times. Detailed
specifications are
available from the
above office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. Mondays
through Fridays.

WTCC-11/22/07
________________________________________________

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP to fur-
nish the District with
the following prod-
ucts and/or ser-
vices will be ac-
cepted at the fol-
lowing times:

MONDAY,
DECEMBER

3, 2007

FINANCIAL
TPA SERVICES

RFP NO.
199-1203-8019

ACCEPTED
UNTIL

10:30 P.M.

FUEL FACILITY
TANK

INVENTORY
AND LEAK

DETECTION
SYSTEM
CSP NO.

199-1203-8020
ACCEPTED

UNTIL
2:30 P.M.

MISCELLANEOUS
REPROGRAPHIC

SERVICES
CSP NO.

199-1203-8001
ACCEPTED

UNTIL
3:00 P.M.

SUNSCREEN
CANOPIES
CSP NO.

199-1203-8013
ACCEPTED

UNTIL
3:30 P.M.

DISTRICT
SERVICES
CENTER

AUDIO/VIDEO/
STUDIO
CSP NO.

199-1203-8031
ACCEPTED

UNTIL
4:00 P.M.

Proposals will be
received at Busi-
ness Services
Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El
Paso, Texas 79928
until the specified
times. Detailed
specifications are
available from the
above office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. Mondays
through Fridays.
WTCC-11/22/07
________________________________________________

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP to fur-
nish the District with
the following prod-
ucts and/or ser-
vices will be ac-
cepted at the fol-
lowing times:

THURSDAY,
DECEMBER

13, 2007

E-RATE
PRIORITY 1

CSP NO.
199-1213-8029

ACCEPTED
UNTIL

2:30 P.M.

Proposals will be
received at Busi-
ness Services
Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El
Paso, Texas 79928
until the specified
times. Detailed
specifications are
available from the
above office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. Mondays
through Fridays.
WTCC-11/22/07
________________________________________________

SOCORRO

INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP to fur-
nish the District with
the following prod-
ucts and/or ser-
vices will be ac-
cepted at the fol-
lowing times:

MONDAY,
DECEMBER

17, 2007

E-RATE
PRIORITY 2-
DISTANCE
LEARNING
CSP NO.

199-1217-8032
ACCEPTED

UNTIL
2:30 P.M.

E-RATE
PRIORITY 2-

TELECOMMU-
NICATIONS

CSP NO.
199-1217-8033

ACCEPTED
UNTIL

3:00 P.M.

Proposals will be
received at Busi-
ness Services
Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El
Paso, Texas 79928
until the specified
times. Detailed
specifications are
available from the
above office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. Mondays
through Fridays.
WTCC-11/22/07
________________________________________________

DOCUMENT
ASSISTANCE

Divorce documents
prepared, includes
petition, waiver, fi-
nal decree. Covers
children and prop-
erty. $275. (915)
851-1425.
_____________________________________

HELP
WANTED

ELECTRICIAN
Several positions
open. Contact J&G
Electrical, 512 S.
Main St., Roswell,
NM. Call (575) 622-
0146. EOE.
_______________________________________

SELF-HELP

Persons who have
a problem with al-
cohol are offered a
free source of help
locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous - call
562-4081 for infor-
mation.
________________________

STORAGE

National Self
Storage

BRAND NEW
UNITS

10’x20' - Special
$85/mth for 3
months. Call
Blanca or Gina.
852-8300.
________________________

SERVICES

“Windshield
Ding —

Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS

REPAIR
Windshield Repair

Specialists
By appt. at your
home or office:

R.V. Dick
Harshberger

915-203-7005
________________________

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

• Electric rooter
service for sewers

and drains
• Appliance
installation

• Many other
plumbing services
Licensed, bonded

and insured for
your protection.

________________________

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

I woke up this past weekend with a differ-
ent attitude about our very existence on this
planet.

For some reason everything was more up-
beat. The sky seemed bluer, the air seemed
cleaner and everything I ate seemed tastier.

All the things I began to question over the
years seemed to fall in place and make sense.

Why did I come to this sudden realization?
Easy, after all the
lies and all the ex-
cuses and all the
false accomplish-
ments — all the ug-
liness finally caught
up with Barry
Bonds.

Bonds, as all of
you know by now,
was finally indicted
last week on four
counts of perjury
and one count of ob-
struction of justice.

Did I also men-
tion that I sang in
the shower for the
first time in years?
Oh, and there were
also some new
beautiful flowers growing in my backyard.

In other words, all in the world is as it should be.
Finally! And I was beginning to feel that

nothing would ever come of the rumors that
the former San Francisco Giant was taking
anything and everything he could to make him
bigger and stronger than he normally was.

From taking human growth hormone, to
taking steroids, to cheating on his taxes, to
lying to the grand jury, accusations were add-
ing up daily against Bonds, but the chemi-
cally-enhanced slugger kept evading the au-
thorities.

But Bonds proved the old adage true again,
you can run but you can’t hide — especially
with a head the size of his.

So the obvious question is what is going to
happen to Bonds’ home run record? That will
be determined by Major League Baseball, but
I believe most people believe the record still
belongs to Hanks Aaron.

If Bonds is convicted or pleads guilty,
should he be banned from baseball? Of course
he should. Did any of you listen to sprinter
Marion Jones’ denials over the last six years?
She sounded a lot like Bonds didn’t she.

I wonder how long it will take Bonds to
hold that tear-filled news conference declar-

ing that after long reflection, he was admit-
ting he lied and was asking for forgiveness?

Lost in all the fun and frivolity at Bonds’
expense is the true danger of taking HGH or
any steroids. There is a groundswell of sup-
port for testing at the high school level to keep
youngsters from ever experiencing the possi-
bly devastating substance.

Things are so bad that the state of Texas is
implementing a steroids testing program for
all male and female athletes in public schools.

Though the program has been slow to
implement, it’s a positive step to keep our sons

and daughters from
potentially harming
themselves, as well as
keeping them from
cheating by gaining an
unnatural advantage.

As far as Bonds is
concerned, the arro-
gant athlete doesn’t
even belong in the
Hall of Fame as far as
I’m concerned. It’s
true, he was already a
great player before he
began taking the ille-
gal stuff.

But Pete Rose was
already a great player
before he started gam-
bling, and he is still
out of the game.

And you always hear about the integrity of
the game. What is more important concern-
ing the game of baseball, players or coaching
betting on some of the games, or players us-
ing illegal drugs to help them cheat while play-
ing the games?

I say both should be treated equally.
The word is that Bonds could get 30 years

if found guilty. Now you and I both know that
Bonds will never serve anything close to 30
years in the slammer.

I’m not sure he’ll serve any time in jail. But
as long as he is found guilty, the knowledge
that he broke the rules will be enough in the
court of popular opinion.

Bonds is expected to turn himself in this
week and he’ll naturally say the same thing
he’s claimed for years, “I am not guilty.”

He is also not the league’s true home run
champion.

Let’s all raise a glass and apologize to Hank
Aaron and Babe Ruth, the true sluggers of the
game.

Aaron did it with dedication and years of
brilliance. Ruth did it with a steady diet of
beer and hot dogs.

Barry did it with a syringe firmly implanted
in his backside.

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
15 words - $5 per week; 35 words - $10 per week

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

STOP HERE
FOR $5 AD.(         )

Please print.Send form and
payment (no cash) to:

West Texas County Courier
15344 Werling Ct.

Horizon City, TX 79928

Deadline: Mondays

Contact Information:

Name: ________________________

Phone: ________________________

SERVING ANTHONY, VINTON, CANUTILLO, EAST MONTANA, HORIZON, SOCORRO, CLINT, FABENS, SAN ELIZARIO AND TORNILLO

19
73

2007

YEARS34

Bonds may trade his baseball
uniform for one with stripes

from all public and private schools in the El
Paso area.

This past October, Toca, his family and FHS
principal, Mr. Robert Sepulveda, had a wel-
come meeting for all new members. In order
for Toca to be nominated and chosen for the
board of directors, he had to  be nominated,
complete an application and write an essay
expressing his interest in participating in the
program.

“Well I was really happy because knowing
that so few students got selected, it was a great
honor. I’m really happy that they actually
choose me to be part of this program from all
the students they have. They saw the poten-
tial in me to be selected,” Toca said, after be-
ing asked how he felt about being chosen.

During his semester on the student board,

he and the rest
of the partici-
pants will
meet monthly
at the El Paso
Fed. As in ev-
ery program,
there are rules
to follow. This
program re-
quires stu-
dents have to
maintain a
high GPA,
follow school
rules, behave
properly, and
attend all
m o n t h l y
meetings. Toca is also an R.O.T.C. cadet,
where he is a Lieutenant Junior Grade, and
member of the National Honor Society.

— Cindy Hernandez & Julissa Lechuga

Board
From Page 1
______________________

Albert Toca
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King Super Crossword

Comix
OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

By Don Flood
The Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency recently made
news in a new way. It held a fake
press conference where FEMA
employees posed as reporters.

Homeland Security chief
Michael Chertoff called the mis-
leading stunt one of the “dumbest
things” he’s seen and said it won’t
happen again.

But I don’t understand the prob-
lem. Americans are used to fake
news events. It only makes sense
to have fake news conferences,
such as the following:
FEMA press conference:

Q: What is your proudest ac-
complishment?

A: I’d have to say the saving
of the city of New Orleans. With-
out our rapid, efficient response,
thousands of residents would
have been displaced and forced
to live elsewhere.

Q: How did you feel when so-
called news reports made it appear
the levees had broken and that your
agency hadn’t responded quickly
enough?

A: I was both amazed and ap-
palled. Amazed that they were
able to make it look like much
of New Orleans was under wa-
ter and appalled that they had no
scruples about making us appear
incompetent.
Lindsay Lohan:

Q: Ms. Lohan, not many
people realize how much our
movie stars are doing to keep
Americans safe. Could you tell
us how about your secret project
to ensure car safety for all
Americans, especially children?

A: Thank you for asking. A couple
of years ago I was asked by the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration to have as many acci-
dents as possible to measure the
safety of our automobiles. They’ve
been working with test dummies,
but they wanted to try the real thing.

Q: Wasn’t it difficult to pretend
you were drunk and disoriented all
the time in order to keep your re-
search a secret?

A: In some ways, yes, but after
all, I am an actress. But the hard-
est parts were all those trips to re-
hab. I had to convince substance-
abuse professionals that I had a
drug and alcohol problem.
President Bush:

Q: Now that everybody agrees
invading Iraq was the correct de-
cision, do you plan to follow up on
that success by invading other
countries? Which ones?

A: I’m not ready to announce
that yet. As my Daddy would say,
“wouldn’t be prudent.” But I’ve
got some ideas, and I think the
American people are going to be
real excited and proud as we con-
tinue to spread democracy across
the globe.
Britney Spears:

Q: Ms. Spears, how do you re-
spond to recent evidence that
proves you were unfairly robbed of
the Mother of the Year Award?

A: Well, it’s a minor disappoint-
ment, but the most important thing
for me is that I set a good example
for my children so they can grow
up to be responsible adults.

Q: Your recent performance at
MTV’s Video Music Awards was
widely recognized as the most ex-
citing and professional in world
history. You also received rave re-
views for your outfit.

A: Thank you, that outfit was
very important to me because I not
only want to set an example for my
kids but for all children in America.
But, I’m sorry, I have to leave now.
I need to make dinner and clean
up the baby room.

See? Without the reporter ask-
ing annoying questions, you get the
news you need more quickly.
______________________________________________________
(c) 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.

dflood287@comcast.net

News you can use, fast

IN CHARGE
ACROSS

    1 Weaken
    4 O’Connor’s “The _
Hurrah”
    8 Composer Bartok
  12 “Ad _ per aspera”
(Kansas’ motto)
  17 Meadow mamas
  19 Pro foe
  20 Sleep like _
  21 Wide belts
  22 Comic-book hero
  25 “Oh, How I _ Get
Up …”
  26 Error’s partner
  27 Procure
  28 _ Paulo, Brazil
  30 Tons of time
  31 Box up
  34 Masters
Tournament site
  38 Urban problem
  39 Animated TV
series
  42 Hwy.
  43 Bud
  46 Taj town
  47 Tallahassee sch.
  48 Rita _ Brown
  49 Tankard filler
  50 Step parts
  52 Even if, informally
  54 Durango district
  57 Maestro Lorin
  59 Rent
  61 “The Hustler”
setting

  63 Crowded
  65 “Just _ thought!”
  66 Petite pest
  67 Genetic info
  68 Actress Anna
  70 Tammany Hall
name
  73 Left open
  74 Item in a lock
  75 Premiere
  77 Baby butter
  78 Fracas
  81 Advance
  83 “This _ Moment”
(’60 hit)
  85 Hut
  88 Van of “Shane”
  89 Cycle starter
  91 Barely there
  93 Baseball stat
  94 Pinnacle
  95 _ roll
  97 Bailiwick
  98 TV’s “My Sister -”
  99 “Gotcha!”
100 ’80 Stevie Wonder
hit
106 Worry
107 Result
108 Singer Stratas
111 Knock
112 Russian river
113 Superlative suffix
116 Sans emotion
118 Lets up
121 “F Troop” role
127 Kidman of “To Die
For”

128 Columnist
Bombeck
129 Notion
130 Silvers or Spector
131 Hardened
132 “_ of the Cat” (’77
hit)
133 Side
134 _ Aviv

DOWN
    1 Splinter group
    2 Cognizant
    3 Charlemagne’s
dad
    4 Composer Francis
    5 Sothern or
Sheridan
    6 Forest father
    7 Use a stopwatch
    8 Musical measure
    9 Lilly of pharma-
ceuticals
  10 Rapper Tone _
  11 ’92 Wimbledon
winner
  12 Battery letters
  13 Fast way to the
UK
  14 O’Neill drama
  15 Shot another
photo
  16 For _ (cheaply)
  18 “Unsolved
Mysteries” host
  21 Shallow area
  23 Jai _
  24 Coup d’_

  29 Part of NATO
  32 Sluggish sorts
  33 - Benedict
  35 Like some TV
channels
  36 “Beau _” (’39 film)
  37 “No dice!”
  38 Bandit Belle
  40 City on 112 Across
  41 Polo’s place
  43 Shriver of tennis
  44 Dothan’s st.
  45 ’64 Shangri-Las hit
  48 Boy or boar
  50 Cartoon canine
  51 Lip lash?
  53 Mayberry moppet
  54 Marsh
  55 New Rochelle
college
  56 General Bradley
  58 _ Buddhism
  60 Alaskan city
  62 “Against All _” (’84
film)
  64 Recedes
  66 Curative
  68 Frosh’s superior
  69 Grocer’s measure
  71 Eject
  72 Assumed manes?
  73 _ standstill
  75 Wet blanket
  76 Velvet finish
  79 Graceland, for one
  80 Yesterday’s your
  82 Rub it in
  83 Sal of “Exodus”

  84 Irene of “Fame”
fame
  86 La-la lead-in
  87 Tasty tuber
  90 Coll. cadets
  92 Tree house?
  96 Jacket part
  99 Lawrence’s locale
100 “Archie” character
101 Great bird?
102 Dash of “Clueless”
103 Fast-food favorite
104 Cleveland’s lake
105 Summarize
106 French bread?
109 Vision
110 TV’s “Kate & _”
114 “M*A*S*H” Emmy
winner
115 “The _ Is High”
(’80 hit)
117 Say “Hey!”
119 Low digit
120 Knight time
122 Hapsburg dom.
123 “_ Believer” (’66
hit)
124 Corn portion
125 Grazing ground
126 Rin Tin Tin’s
mother

Answer Page 4
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Social Security Q&A
By Ray Vigil

$32.99

Each year, people from across the nation spend Thanksgiving
Day enjoying good food and quality time with their families.
During this year’s holiday we hope you will consider assisting
a loved one by visiting www.socialsecurity.gov.

The Social Security Administration has a cornucopia of ser-
vices, many of which are online. You can visit us at
www.socialsecurity.gov/onlineservices from the privacy of your
home or office. Using the agency’s website is convenient, easy
and secure.

Here are a few of the things you can help your loved ones do
online:
• Apply for benefits

You can help them apply for Social Security retirement,
spouse’s or disability benefits. After you have applied, you can
check back online for the status of the application as well.
• See if they qualify for Social Security

You can use our online Benefit Eligibility Screening Tool
(BEST) to see which kind of benefits they might be eligible for.
Just answer a series of questions and find out whether they’re
eligible for retirement, disability or Supplemental Security In-
come (SSI) benefits. You can even find out whether they might
be eligible for Medicare. All of this can be done by completing
one simple questionnaire, and it only takes five to ten minutes.
• Change your address or phone number

If you currently receive Social Security benefits, it’s important
that you keep us updated about changes to your mailing address
and phone number in case we need to contact youóeven if you
have direct deposit. The most convenient way to update your in-
formation is by using our online services. You can change your
address, phone number, even your direct deposit information.
• Apply for help with your Medicare prescription drug costs

Social Security has an easy-to-use online application that any-
one — family members, friends and caregivers — can com-
plete. If a loved one has limited income and resources, they
may qualify for extra help paying the premiums, deductibles
and co-payments. This extra help — available through Social
Security — can pay part of the monthly premiums, annual
deductibles and prescription co-payments and could be worth
more than $3,600 per year.

These are just a few of the many services now available online
from Social Security. So once the dishes are put away, pass the
laptop and visit Social Security at www.socialsecurity.gov/
onlineservices.

Gather around the computer

such as books, dental exams or nutritionally balanced
meals,” said Congressman Reyes. “With Head Start build-
ing the foundation for healthy children and families, these
children are in a much better position to excel academi-
cally.” Region 19 Head Start provides educational oppor-
tunities and services for economically challenged children
and their families. It is home to the third largest Head Start
program in the state of Texas and services are provided in
twelve school districts in El Paso and Hudspeth counties.
• $610,976 to the Project Vida Health Center for doctors,
nurses, utilities, equipment, and supplies to supply criti-
cally-needed health care to the underserved and poor.
“Project Vida continues to do an outstanding job in the El
Paso community by providing a safety net of services to
those who need their assistance most,” said Reyes.

Horizon parade
Eastlake Lions Club would like to remind everyone that
this year’s Christmas parade will be held on Saturday, Dec.
15, 2007. We are hoping the merchants in Horizon City
will take part by having parade day sales and specials. The
parade will begin at approximately 10:00 a.m. and conclude
at just after noon. The parade route will begin on Kenazo at
Highweed and proceed southbound to Horizon Boulevard,
westward along Horizon Blvd to Darrington, travel north-
bound on Darrington to Ryderwood and Disband upon en-
tering Ryderwood and proceed to Ensor Middle School.
Any club, school organization or business wanting to be-
come a participant can pick up an information packet at
Horizon City Town Hall (14999 Darrington) or at National
Self Storage (490 N. Kenazo). Packets can also be returned
to the same location. For information you can call Blanca
at 852-8300. All participant packets must be returned by
Nov. 30. This year all vehicle and participant must adhere
to the Christmas theme.

Briefs
From Page 1
______________________


