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Next to debt, the hardest thing to get out
of is a warm bed on a cold morning.

— Quips & Quotes
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Crime Stoppers
Crime Stoppers of El Paso is helping the
El Paso County Sheriff’s Office locate an
offender who entered a bar in Socorro and
shot a man several times, making this the
“Crime of the Week.” On Wednesday,
January 16 of this year, at approximately
10:40 p.m., a lone male walked into the
Champs Sports Bar in the 10400 block of
North Loop in Socorro, and fired several
rounds at another man at the bar. The bul-
lets struck the victim’s upper body, and
he was transported to Thomason Hospi-
tal. The name of the person shot and his
condition has not being revealed. The sus-
pect who fired the gun reportedly fled on
foot, and entered a dark minivan, possi-
bly blue in color. The van was last seen
traveling west on North Loop. If you saw
the van leaving the Champs Sports Bar
parking lot, or if you can identify the bar
patrons shown in the surveillance video,
please call Crime Stoppers of El Paso at
566-TIPS (8477) or submit your tip online
at www.crimestoppersofelpaso.org. You
will be anonymous and you may earn a
cash reward if your tip leads to an arrest.

In the Navy
Navy Seaman Dwayne J. Shepard, son of
Letty and Dwayne Shepard of El Paso,
Texas, recently completed U.S. Navy ba-
sic training at Recruit Training Command,
Great Lakes, Ill. During the eight-week
program, Shepard completed a variety of
training which included classroom study
and practical instruction on naval customs,
first aid, firefighting, water safety and sur-
vival, and shipboard and aircraft safety.
Shepard is a 2001 graduate of Clint High
School of El Paso, Texas.

Solar summit
The County of El Paso, along with the Uni-
versity of Texas at El Paso and Border Fair
Housing are hosting Solar Summit El
Paso. This event begins Friday, July 25 at
5:00 p.m. with a welcoming reception and
continues Saturday, July 26 at 8:00 a.m.,
at the Tomas Rivera Conference Center,
on the UTEP Campus. The public is wel-
come to attend. For registration materials
or information about the summit, visit
www.solarsummitelpaso.com. People
may also contact Carlos Chavez at the
Office of the County Judge, 546-2098, if
you have further questions.

Longhorn golf
The El Paso Texas Exes are sponsoring a
Texas Longhorns Golf Tournament on
September 5, 2008 (the Friday before the
UTEP-Texas football game.) Proceeds
will benefit El Paso Texas Exes and
scholarship fund for El Paso County
high school graduates who attend the
University of Texas.  For more infor-
mation please contact Steve Raney 838-
6855 or Armida Martinez at
ArmidaMartinez@alumni.utexas.net. All
Longhorn fans are welcome.

Perhaps the biggest cause of flood-related
deaths and injuries is the lack of respect for
the severity and danger associated with floods
and flash floods. El Paso Fire Department of-
ficials are reminding residents not to make
some of the common mistakes that result in
injury or death during flooding caused by the
recent heavy rains.

Many people are killed while trying to drive
or walk on roads and bridges covered by wa-
ter. Though the water may look only inches
deep, the pool could be far deeper and have
very strong currents. It only takes two feet of
water to carry away many cars and only six
inches of swiftly moving (6 mph) water can
sweep a person off their feet.

Trucks, two wheel- as well as four-wheel-
drive and sports utility vehicles, are also sus-
ceptible to the dangers of pooled water. Such
vehicles often give motorists a false sense of
security, believing the vehicles are safe under
all hazardous conditions. This is simply not
true. For instance, large tires add to the

vehicle’s buoyancy and can cause it to lose trac-
tion sooner. Simply put, do not allow overcon-
fidence in your vehicle to cost you your life.

Consequently, if you are approaching a
flooded roadway, turn around and take an al-
ternate route. Though vehicles in front of you
may have passed through the high water, you
may not be as lucky.

If your car stalls, abandon it immediately and
climb to higher ground. Many deaths have re-
sulted from attempts to move stalled vehicles.

Never let children play near storm drains
when the water is rising or is high. Every year,
deaths or injuries occur as a result of people
being swept away. Sadly, the most frequent
victims are children.

If you live in a low-lying area, pay close at-
tention to water levels during heavy rain events.
Water levels rise rapidly during flash floods
often surprising victims. Be prepared to move
quickly to higher ground if water levels begin
rising. Sandbags are available at all city fire
stations and are free to the public. The person-
nel at the Storm Water Utilities are in the pro-
cess of delivering double the normal order of
sandbags to all fire stations in the city with
Westside and northeast fire stations as priorities.

Heavy rains bring water hazards

Special to the Courier
By Lt. Mario E. Hernandez

WASHINGTON — The Internal Revenue
Service cautions taxpayers to be on the look-
out for a new wave of scams using the IRS
name in identity theft e-mails, or phishing,
that have circulated during the last two
months.

In May and June alone, taxpayers reported
almost 700 separate phishing incidents to the
IRS. In 2008 so far, taxpayers have reported
about 1,600 phishing incidents to the IRS.

“Taxpayers should take steps to keep
their personal information out of the hands
of identity thieves,” said IRS Commis-
sioner Doug Shulman. “That includes not
falling for any of the phony e-mails or
faxes now in circulation pretending to
come from the IRS.”

The most common scams involve tax re-
funds and, this year, economic stimulus
payments.

Although most of these scams consist of
e-mails requesting detailed personal infor-
mation, the IRS generally does not send e-
mails to taxpayers, does not discuss tax ac-
count matters with taxpayers in e-mails,
and does not request security-related per-
sonal information, such as PIN numbers,
from taxpayers.

Refund e-mail
There are several variations of the refund

scam, in which an e-mail claiming to come
from the IRS falsely informs the recipient
that he or she is eligible for a tax refund for
a specific amount. The bogus e-mail instructs
the recipient to click on a link to access a
refund claim form. The form requests per-
sonal information that the scammers can use
to access the e-mail recipient’s bank or credit
card account.

This notification is phony. The IRS does
not send unsolicited e-mail about tax account
matters to taxpayers.

Filing a tax return is the only way to ap-
ply for a tax refund; there is no separate ap-
plication form. Taxpayers who wish to find
out if they are due a refund from their last
annual tax return filing may use the “Where’s
My Refund?” interactive application on the
IRS Web site at IRS.gov, the only official
IRS Web site.

Economic stimulus
In this scam, a taxpayer receives an e-mail

pretending to come from the IRS which tells
the recipient he or she is eligible for an eco-
nomic stimulus payment. The message rec-
ommends direct deposit into the taxpayer’s
checking or savings account. To receive the
payment, recipients must click on a link to
complete and submit an online form by a
certain date; otherwise, the e-mail warns,
payment may be delayed. The form requests
personal and financial data, including
checking or savings account numbers that
the scammers can use to gain access to the
accounts.

In reality, the way members of the

Many scams,
scammers still
posing as IRS

Special to the Courier
By Lea Crusberg

See SCAMS, Page 8

EL PASO COUNTY — On Monday Com-
missioners Court unanimously approved a re-
quest from the Elections Department to buy
300 new voting machines, among other equip-
ment like computer servers and security key
cards, which are necessary for the upcoming
Presidential election.

Before the approval was final, the members
of Commissioners Court were urged by the ex-
ecutive Director of Voter Education Project
Inc., Paul De La Peña, to consider the acquisi-
tion of other electoral voting equipment. “These
are the same machines that caused problems in
17 states during the past 2004 Presidential elec-
tion cycle, and the cause of much concern dur-
ing the 2000 Presidential election cycle,” he said
while addressing the court.

Meanwhile, Javier Chacon, Director of the
Elections Department explained to the court
that although the use of existing electronic
voting machines in El Paso County has been
in place since 1999, there has never been a
problem and “the system has worked fine in
the county and the rest of Texas.”

Chacon added that the Secretary of the State
has a really strong hold about the equipment
used in the electoral process, and that “every-
thing has to be approved before the county can
consider buying it,” he stated. With the pur-

County to purchase new voting machines
chase of these new machines, the Elections
Department will have 1,335 voting machines
in place for the November election.

The Elections Department predicts at least
375,000 registered voters will participate in the
upcoming presidential electoral process. The
estimated cost of the new equipment is
$445,000 dollars.

At the same meeting request from El Paso
Disposal to increase the service fee for trash-
pick up to residents of Canutillo, Fabens, Tor-
nillo and Montana Vista was denied by the
Commissioners.

Officials from the disposal said this morn-
ing a 6.5 percent cost increase for the pro-
vision of service was necessary to cover
their fuel cost, which nearly double in re-
cent weeks. County Judge Anthony Cobos
said he did not think it was fair for county
residents to pay more money for the service.
“They have already been hit hard by soar-
ing gasoline prices,” Cobos said before vot-
ing against the increase.

Commissioners Teran, Sariñana, Escobar
and Haggerty were also not in favor of the
request. El Paso Disposal contract with the
county gives them the right to request
changes in service fees but the Commission-
ers Court has the authority to approve or
deny their request.

If approved, each resident from Canutillo,
Fabens, and Tornillo would have paid 85 cents
more each month. The actual cost of trash pick
up services for those areas will remain at
$13.04 a month.

The contract for services provided on the east
side of the county will expire next November
and if county wants to continue the service, it
will need to go through a bidding process.

Commissioners deny
rate increase for

county trash service

Special to the Courier
By Aracely Lazcano

Emergency officials urge caution around moving water



Page 2 WEST TEXAS COUNTY COURIER July 17, 2008

Reyes Reports By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

Por la Gente By State Rep. Chente Quintanilla

PUBLISHED:
Published each Thursday by
Homesteader News, Inc. Appreciation
to our many contributors. Office open
Monday through Thursday.

COPYRIGHT:
Entire contents © 2008 Homesteader
News, Inc. Individual authors retain all
rights. Pictures, drawings and written
material appearing in the  West Texas
County Courier may not be used or
reproduced without written permission
of Homesteader News, Inc.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
Letter must not be more than 250
words in length. They should be
dated, must be signed and have an
address and daytime phone number.
Only the name and city will be printed
with the letter. The Courier reserves
the right not to print letters to the
editor or other submitted materials it
considers inappropriate.

AD DEADLINE:
Monday 4 p.m. for Thursday
publication.

CLASSIFIED RATES
$5 for 15 words, $10 for 35 words. Ad
must be in writing and pre-paid. The
Courier reserves the right not to print
classified advertising it considers
inappropriate.

DISPLAY RATES:
Open rate — $20 per column inch.
Call for more information or to set an
appointment. The Courier reserves
the right not to print advertising it
considers inappropriate.

MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS:
52 issues for $35.
Delivery via 1st class mail.

MAIL:
15344 Werling Ct.
Horizon City, TX  79928

Phone: 852-3235
Fax: 852-0123

E-mail: wtxcc@wtccourier.com
Website: wtccourier.com

Publisher
Rick Shrum

Business Manager
Francis D. Shrum

Contributors
Don Woodyard
Steve Escajeda

Jan Engels

�

Member Texas Community
Newspaper Association News, Inc.

Homesteader
Est. 1973

SERVING ANTHONY, VINTON, CANUTILLO, EAST MONTANA, HORIZON, SOCORRO, CLINT, FABENS, SAN ELIZARIO AND TORNILLO

1973

2008

35
YEARS

• Prescritions • Medicaid/Medicare
• Diabetic Supplies • Worker’s Comp
• Diabetic Shoes • Most Insurances

14476 Horizon Blvd. #J
(Fax) 852-1727 852-8884N

O
W

 O
P

E
N

IN
 H

O
R

IZ
O

N

Carlos E. Aguilar
Broker
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Houses For Sale
• No Down
• Low Interest
• Financing Available

LOW INCOME

Houses available in Horizon, San Elizario and Fabens
Hola mi

gente. Re-
cently, T.
B o o n e

Pickens, an extraordinarily wealthy
Texan, announced that he was pre-
pared to invest tens of millions of
dollars in order to develop a wind
farm in the Texas panhandle. This
wind farm is projected to produce
4,000 megawatts of electricity.

To help you understand that
amount of electricity, the El Paso
Electric Company website states that
its Rio Grande plant generates 246
megawatts from three units. It would
take 16 Rio Grande plants to equal
Pickens’ wind farm capacity.

When you consider that a nuclear
electric generating plant produces
only about 1,000 megawatts, it is
clear that his project will be a major
source of electric power without the
use of petroleum and a very clean
plant for the environment (windmills
produce no pollution). It also takes
our energy production/consumption
in a direction that will reduce our
dependence on imported fuels (espe-
cially from areas in the world that are
chronically unstable).

As if his investment was not
enough, Pickens plans to use his own
bully pulpit (that of a
multibillionaire) to force the presi-
dential candidates to confront the
absence of a responsible energy plan.
Unfortunately, the leadership of our
nation decided that our energy policy
was to focus on fossil fuel importa-
tion and consumption. We are about
eight years behind where we might
have been had the leadership in 2001
pursued a different direction.

On many occasions, I have dis-
cussed energy and the potential for
innovation here in the U.S. with my
staff. Nina, Robert and I agreed that
we, as the most powerful nation in
the world, could have changed en-
ergy consumption forever if we had
applied ourselves. We still can, but
at this moment we are suffering the
results of undisciplined energy con-
sumption. My staff and I are just as
guilty as the rest of America.

Just this past week, a science chan-
nel on the cable provided an excellent
feature about the development and
production of the lunar vehicle (a two
seat convertible that transported the
astronauts dozens of miles over sev-

eral days without recharging). The
project to develop the module was
completed in less than 18 months.

The moon convertible was initially
folded into a rather small compart-
ment on the lunar lander. It was eas-
ily unfolded and used for transporta-
tion in a small amount of time. It not
only used power for moving, it also
powered a TV camera, communica-
tions, telemetry, and steering (they
had no need for air conditioning).
With all of that, the vehicle never
needed recharging.

I relate to that story because, again,
it is my belief that we can reduce our
crippling dependence on fossil fuels
if we dedicate our energy policy to
the future instead of benefiting the
profits of oil companies. Those mas-
sive companies have made hundreds
of billions of dollars in profits since
2001. Had they invested some of that
into alternative energy programs in
a manner similar to T. Boone Pickens,
then the pain that I, and no doubt all
of you readers, feel at the gas pump
may have been easier to take.

Gracias, mi gente, and I remain
your friend and public servant,
Chente por la gente.

Breaking oil’s grip

On July 9,
the U.S.
House of
Representa-

tives passed the Homes for Heroes
Act (H.R. 3329), a bill that would
expand housing assistance and sup-
portive services for homeless veter-
ans. It is unacceptable that hundreds
of thousands of the brave men and
women who have served in our
nation’s armed forces have no place
to call home. The Department of
Veterans Affairs (DVA) estimates
that more than 400,000 veterans
will experience homelessness at
some point during the year, while
nearly 200,000 veterans are home-
less on any given night.

H.R. 3329 would authorize $200
million in FY 2008 to establish an
assistance program at the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) for housing
assistance and supportive services
for low-income veterans. Specifi-
cally, the bill would authorize
grants to nonprofit organizations to
expand the supply of permanent
housing for low-income veterans
and their families and provide ad-
ditional services to support their
needs. This legislation would also
require HUD to provide at least

Homes for Heroes
20,000 rental vouchers a year for
homeless veterans through the
highly successful Veterans Affairs
Supportive Housing Program un-
der HUD (HUD-VASH). In the
event of the veteran’s death, fam-
ily members who have benefited
from this program would be al-
lowed to continue receiving ben-
efits. This legislation also makes
this program a permanent fixture
under HUD.

It is imperative that both the DVA
and HUD work closely to address this
problem. For this reason, the Homes
for Heroes Act would require HUD
to create a position within the depart-
ment to serve as the liaison to the
DVA. This new position, Special
Assistant for Veterans Affairs, would
ensure that the owners of housing
projects assisted under the bill have
the managerial capacity to assess on
an ongoing basis the service needs
of residents, coordinate the provision
of supportive services, and tailor such
services to the individual needs of
residents.

This measure would also require
an annual comprehensive report to
the U.S. Congress on homeless vet-
erans. HUD would be required to
analyze the needs of homeless veter-
ans in the United States and provide

concrete steps regarding the agency’s
plan to provide housing for homeless
vets under this program.

The Democrat-led Congress has
demonstrated its commitment to
veterans. In addition to providing
the DVA with the largest single-
year budget increase in the
agency’s 77-year history, the U.S.
Congress advanced legislation
(that the President signed into law)
that expands educational benefits
for veterans of the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan wars. Under the new GI
Bill, servicemembers returning
from Iraq or Afghanistan, who
have served three years on active
duty since September 11, will re-
ceive benefits to cover the costs of
a four-year education up to the
level of the most expensive in-state
public school, along with a stipend
for housing, books and other ex-
penses. The bill also extends edu-
cational benefits to the National
Guard and Reserve, and allows un-
used benefits to be transferred to
veterans’ families.

Our veterans are our heroes, and
we must honor them with both our
words and our deeds. I was proud to
support all of these measures for our
veterans, who have made many sac-
rifices in service to our nation.
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View from here By Sally C. Pipes

A British court just ruled that the U.K. gov-
ernment unfairly denied anti-dementia drugs
to Alzheimer’s patients. The government’s rea-
son for refusing to cover the drugs? Money.
Government scrooges didn’t want to foot the
bill.

This kind of penny-pinching happens all too
often in Britain, thanks to the National Insti-
tute for Health and Clinical Effectiveness
(NICE), the agency that determines which
treatments get covered by the British healthcare
system.

If some congressional lawmakers get their
way, the United States soon will have a simi-
lar agency. And it too will deny vital treatment
options.

The U.S. Senate is currently considering leg-
islation to create a Comparative Effectiveness
Research Institute under Medicare. Like NICE,
the new agency would conduct studies on the
relative effectiveness of various medical treat-
ments, analyzing how different options stack
up against one another.

In theory, this research could provide doc-
tors with more complete information when de-
ciding which treatment to recommend. But in
practice, the agency’s findings would likely be
used by Congress to lower the government’s
healthcare spending. By generating studies that
show that older, cheaper drugs are just as ef-
fective as newer cures, cost-conscious lawmak-
ers could rationalize not covering expensive
cutting-edge medicines under Medicare, Med-
icaid, and other publicly-funded programs.

Sound far-fetched? This is precisely what
happens time and again in the U.K.

Earlier this year, for example, NICE failed
to approve the arthritis drug abatacept. Even
though it is one of the only drugs clinically
proven to improve severe rheumatoid arthri-
tis, NICE decided that “abatacept would not
be a cost-effective use of NHS [National Health
Service] resources.”

Just one month before that ruling, NICE
made a similar decision about the lung cancer
drug Tarceva. Despite numerous studies show-
ing that the drug significantly prolongs the life

Avoiding Britain’s example
of cancer patients — and the unanimous en-
dorsement of lung cancer specialists through-
out the U.K. — NICE determined that the drug
was too expensive to cover. England is cur-
rently one of only three countries in Western
Europe to deny citizens access to Tarceva.

Comparative effectiveness research is so
easily misused because it looks only at the “av-
erage” patient. By focusing on which drugs,
on average, are cheapest and most effective,
comparative effectiveness research can over-
look important factors like age, race, gender,
and lifestyle.

So even though a patient’s doctor might de-
cide that a drug like Tarceva is the best treat-
ment given the particular needs of his patient,
the government could refuse to cover the drug
simply because it isn’t cost-effective for the
“average” patient.

It’s exactly these kinds of tactics that
Britain’s Court of Appeal recently judged to
be “procedurally unfair” when ruling on
NICE’s decision to deny Alzheimer’s patients
access to several anti-dementia drugs.

The legislation currently under consideration
in Congress could help American doctors and
patients make informed healthcare decisions.
Toward that end, it’s crucial that any Ameri-
can agency conducting comparative effective-
ness research consider what’s best for indi-
vidual patients instead of looking for cheap,
one-size-fits-all cures.

The agency should also be free from politi-
cal influence. Just as importantly, its recom-
mendations should be nonbinding. In other
words, the research should be used to empower
doctors and patients — not politicians, bureau-
crats, and budget analysts.

Otherwise, the poor, the elderly, and others
receiving government medical care would be
subjected to the same kind of treatment we’ve
seen in the U.K.
______________________________________________________
Sally C. Pipes is President & CEO of the Pa-
cific Research Institute and author of “Miracle
Cure: How to Solve America’s Health-Care
Crisis and Why Canada Isn’t the Answer.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Village of Vinton, Texas
A PUBLIC HEARING will be held at 6:00 p.m. during a
Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting on Thurs-
day, July 17, 2008 at the Vinton Village Hall, 436 E.
Vinton Rd., Vinton, Texas. Purpose of the public hearing
is to allow any interested persons to appear and testify
regarding the following proposed item(s):

1) Consider and take action on request for a vari-
ance on tracts 17G of the Aurelio Delgado Survey
no. 173, Village of Vinton, El Paso County, Texas
(also known as 7866 Kiely Road).

Citizens unable to attend this meeting may submit their
views and proposals to Ivana Renteria, Village Deputy
Clerk at the City Hall. Persons with disabilities that wish
to attend this meeting should contact City Hall at
(915)886-5104 to arrange for assistance. Individuals who
require auxiliary aids or services for this meeting should
contact City Hall at least two days before the meeting so
that appropriate arrangements can be made.

Jessica Garza
Village Clerk

WTCC: 07/17/08

Social Security Q&A By Ray Vigil

Social Security’s homepage has
a brand new look. In June, we
launched a new home page at
www.socialsecurity.gov.

The new look is more welcom-
ing and user-friendly; it follows the
standard for design principles in
the industry by reducing clutter,
improving navigation, making bet-
ter use of graphics, reducing the
need to scroll down and prioritiz-
ing items on the page.

The new page focuses on the pri-
mary reasons people contact Social
Security. We put those items front
and center. The three main topics
that take up the prime real estate are:

• Filing for retirement benefits;
• Applying for disability ben-

efits; and
• Requesting a Social Security

card.
Meanwhile, major program top-

ics run along the top of the page
— Retirement, Survivors, Disabil-
ity, Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) and Medicare. The left side
of the home page answers “What
you can do online.” And that’s
where you’re also linked to Your So-
cial Security Earnings Statement,
forms and publications, and more.

On the right side of the page,
you’ll be able to search the site, get
answers to frequently asked ques-
tions and find information for spe-

cific groups or organizations on the
web site. Social Security news
rounds out the page.

For the first time, people also can
watch a brief video greeting on the
site delivered by one of our agency
employees.

While the look of our home page
has changed, the web addresses
have not. Favorite sites that you
and other frequent visitors have
bookmarked will not change.

If you haven’t recently been to
www.socialsecurity.gov, you’ll be
pleased and surprised at all the
things you can do. There’s some-
thing there for everyone. You can
save yourself a trip to an office by
using the website. There you can
apply for retirement or disability
benefits. You also can find out the
exact documents you need to bring
into our offices if you need a re-
placement card.

Check out our new home page
now and see how easy it is to use
at www.socialsecurity.gov.
______________________________________________________
For information on the article
above, call us at 1-800-772-1213.
If you have any questions that you
would like to have answered,
please mail them to the Social Se-
curity Office, 11111 Gateway West,
Attn: Ray Vigil, El Paso, Texas
79935.

Homepage has a new look

Pepperoni’s Pizza & Deli
852-2544 Chinese Food

Burgers & Subs

EL PASO COUNTY — U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection (CBP)
officers performing anti-terror exams
at ports of entry in El Paso, West
Texas and New Mexico were kept
busy from July 3-9 with dozens of
immigration violations, drug seizures

and agriculture violations.
Area CBP officers recorded 161

immigration violations at area ports,
an average of 23 per day. CBP offic-
ers working at El Paso area ports of
entry typically record between 100-
125 such violations weekly.

Intended immigrants made up the
largest group of immigration viola-
tors. A total of 87 were identified
through thorough document exams.
In these cases, individuals will use a
legally issued border-crossing card
(laser visa) to live or work in the U.S.,
which is not authorized. CBP offic-
ers this week also identified 49 im-
posters. Imposters generally will use
a legitimate entry document assigned
to another person and present it as
their own. Violators generally lose
their documents and are returned

to Mexico. CBP officers also re-
corded 25 cases of people making
false claims to U.S. citizenship,
people attempting to enter with
counterfeit or altered documents,
and people attempting to enter
without inspection.

CBP officers working at area ports
recorded a total of 16 agriculture vio-
lations this week, resulting in $3,800
in penalties being assessed. Prohib-
ited agricultural items seized this
week included pork, pork skins, bo-
logna, raw chicken, mangoes, avo-
cados, pears, apples, grapefruit, or-
anges, pomegranates, guavas and live
plants.

Border crossers should declare all
food items they have acquired abroad

Sam Jensen, Canutillo High
School sophomore, was the only stu-
dent from the Region 19 ESC area to
attend the Texas Governor’s School
(TGS). The event was held from June
8-28 at the University of North Texas
(UNT) in Denton.

The TGS was established by the
2003 Texas Legislature to provide a
rich and challenging academic expe-
rience in Science and Technology for
exceptional Texas high school sopho-
more students. Just 150 participants
were selected from across the state
to attend the three-week, residential
summer program in Denton. The fo-
cus of the 2008 Texas Governor’s

Canutillo sophomore, Jensen, goes to Governor’s School
School was on advances in scientific
and technology and how they cur-
rently will affect our society.

Courses offered to par-
ticipants in the program in-
cluded Biological and
Medical Science in the
21st Century; Physical Sci-
ence-Frontiers of the Very
Small; Chemical Science-
Making new Materials and
Medicines; Technology
and Engineering of the Fu-
ture; Science and Technol-
ogy in the Arts; History of
Science and its Role in
Civilization; Ethics in Science and
Future Technologies; Technical Writ-
ing; and College preparation-devel-
oping an academic goals and plans.

Participants enjoyed a variety of

evening and weekend activities, in-
cluding field trips to Dallas muse-
ums, musical performances, environ-

mental science centers, as-
tronomical observatories,
sporting events, and social
events. Students also par-
ticipated in debates and
panel discussions con-
cerning technology and
society.

“The program is fo-
cused on enriching and de-
veloping a student’s abili-
ties in science and technol-
ogy as well as exploring

the impacts of these fields on past,
present, and future societies includ-
ing ethics, history and the arts,” said
Nancy Hoover, CISD Advanced Aca-
demics Coordinator.

By Kim Guzman
Special to the Courier

Special to the Courier
By Roger Maier

Officials stop illegal border crossers at rate
of almost one per hour for seven days

Sam Jensen

See CBP, Page 5
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Americas High School senior
Cesar Torres is among eight students
nationwide to receive a full tuition
scholarship to Drexel University. The
17-year-old was awarded the schol-
arship during this year’s International
Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF)
held in Atlanta Georgia. Drexel Uni-
versity, located in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, selected eight students
for their projects in the categories of
Computer Science, Engineering,
Medicine and Health and Physics or
projects aligned with Drexel’s cur-
riculum. Cesar’s project “Cavemen
and Fire: A Probability Simulation on
the Impact of Human-induced Fac-
tors on Global Warming” is a three
part series that he began as a fresh-
man at Americas High School.
Cesar’s scholarship is the latest sci-
ence recognition for Americas High
School.

“For the past 11 years, Americas
High School students have partici-
pated in the ISEF. Cesar’s award is
the biggest so far,” said Johnny
Gonzalez, Americas High School
science teacher. “I was elated that he
won. It shows that science pays off.”

The scholarships are renewable for
up to 5 years pending maintenance
of a 3.0 GPA and full-time status.
Each scholarship is valued at
$120,000. Scholarships will go into

Americas HS senior receives full scholarship award to Drexel
effect upon admission to the Univer-
sity.

“We were with the Texas delega-
tion when the award was announced,
but our (El Paso) group thought that
it was for another school. It was a sur-
prise,” said Torres who is planning
on studying computer science. “It
was a great experience to work at an
international level.”

For his senior year project, Cesar
will go into a new direction and work
on a computer science project. Cesar
was among the 1,500 9th through
12th grade students from around the
world who were selected to partici-
pate at the ISEF after placing at re-
gional and state science fairs.
Through their independent research
projects, student finalists competed
for over $4 million in scholarships,
internships and other awards offered
in 18 different mathematic, sciences,
and engineering judging categories
as well as a Team category. Intel ISEF
08 student finalists represented
nearly every US state and 45 coun-
tries and territories. The International
Science and Engineering Fair is
sponsored by Intel and has been ad-
ministered by the Society for Science
& the Public (SSP) since its incep-
tion in 1950. SSP is a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to the public
engagement in scientific research and
education. The ISEF, in its 59th year
in 2008, is the only international sci-
ence project competition for students
in the 9th through 12th grades.

By Irma Flores
Special to the Courier

Each finalist’s project is judged at
least four times, with category
awards given in 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th

place. Awards by place are $3,000,
$1,500, $1,000 and $500 respectively
in each judging category.

— Photo by Stacy Kendrick / SISD

TUTION PAID — Cesar Torres with his award winning science project.
To Advertise
Call 852-3235

to avoid penalties and to help re-
duce the potential for the intro-
duction of harmful pests and dis-
ease. Failure to declare prohib-
ited items can result in a $300
penalty for an initial offense. If
properly declared, prohibited
food items can generally be
abandoned at the port of entry
without consequence.

In addition to the agriculture
and immigration violations,
CBP officers working at El Paso
area ports made 22 drug sei-
zures. CBP officers confiscated
2,180 pounds of marijuana in
those busts.

CBP officers this week also
confiscated prohibited medica-
tions, a live bird, prohibited fire-
works, and assessed $7,500 in
penalties in association with 14
export violations. While anti-ter-
rorism is the primary mission of
U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection, the inspection process at
the ports of entry associated with
this mission results in impres-
sive numbers of enforcement
actions in all categories.

CBP
From Page 4
______________________
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Classified Ads

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
15 words - $5 per week; 35 words - $10 per week

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

STOP HERE
FOR $5 AD.(         )

Please print.Send form and
payment (no cash) to:

West Texas County Courier
15344 Werling Ct.

Horizon City, TX 79928

Deadline: Mondays

Contact Information:

Name: ________________________

Phone: ________________________

SERVING ANTHONY, VINTON, CANUTILLO, EAST MONTANA, HORIZON, SOCORRO, CLINT, FABENS, SAN ELIZARIO AND TORNILLO

1973

2008

35
YEARS

LEGALS

Town of
Horizon City

PUBLIC
NOTICE

A PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held at
6:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, July 22, 2008
during the Regular
Council Meeting at
City Hall, 14999
Darrington Road,
Horizon City, Texas.
Purpose of the pub-
lic hearing is to al-
low any interested
persons to appear
and testify regard-
ing the following
p r o p o s e d
o r d i n a n c e ( s ) /
amendment(s):

1) Ordinance No.
0169 — 2nd read-
ing — Repeal Ordi-
nance No. 0080
D e s i g n a t i n g
McMahon Street as
a One-way be-
tween the Intersec-
tions of Biglow
Street and Crocker
Street within the
Municipal Limits of
Horizon City.

Those who are un-
able to attend may
submit their views
in writing to the City
Clerk of Horizon
City. Accommoda-
tions for handi-

capped persons will
be available and in-
dividuals in need of
special assistance
for attending the
hearing are encour-
aged to contact the
City Clerk at 915-
852-1046, forty-
eight (48) hours
prior to this meet-
ing. Ordinances are
available for view-
ing or copying upon
request from the
City Clerk at the
above address or
call 915-852-1046,
Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5
p.m.

Karen Ellefson
City Clerk

WTCC: 07-17-08
_______________________________

Town of
Horizon City

PUBLIC
NOTICE

During the Regular
Council Meeting on
Tuesday, July 8,
2008 the Town of
Horizon City Coun-
cil approved the
f o l l o w i n g
ordinance(s):

1) Amendment No.
025, to the Zoning
Ordinance (Ord.
0102) to Amend the
Land development
Standards of Chap-

• Place Your Classified •
1: Fill out the form;
2: Write a check; then

3: Send both to us.

�✍
✉

ter 13, Section
1310, Subsection
1310.1.3.5 Regard-
ing the Maximum
Distance Between
lots in Mixed Use
Residential areas
and required Open
Space in a Planned
Unit Development.

2) Amendment No.
009 to Ordinance
No. 0163 (Budget
Ordinance) to
transfer $2,720.00
from Budget Item #
500818 (Contin-
gency Fund) to
Budget Item #
506716 (Mainte-
nance — Com-
puter) to purchase
ODBC connectivity
product from Tyler
Technologies. This
is necessary to
complete the
Scofflaw program-
ming.

3) Amendment No.
010 to Ordinance
No. 0163 (Budget
Ordinance) to
transfer $
32,190.002 from
Budget Item #
500818 (Contin-
gency Fund) to pay-
off existing capital
lease obligations
related to two (2)
vehicles in the Po-
lice Department
and equipment in
Public Works De-
partment.

Ordinances are al-
ways available for
viewing or copying
upon request from
the City Clerk at
Town Hall, 14999
Darrington Road,
Horizon City, Texas,
Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. or call
915-852-1046.

Karen Ellefson
City Clerk

WTCC: 07-17-08
________________________

AWARDS

A&M AWARDS
• Trophies
• Plaques
• Medals

• Any Special Award
• Trofeos • Placas

• Medallas
• Cualquier

Reconocimiento
12151 Palenque
Dr.

San Elizario, TX
(915) 851-6656

www.aandmawards.com
M-F/9 AM-5:30 PM
12/04
________________________

HOUSES

Houses for sale. No
down, low interst,
financing available.
Carlos Aguilar, Bro-
ker, Realtor. 857-

3374 or 269-1251.
__________________________

HORSE PROP-
ERTY for sale.
12222 Mankato
Rd., Clint, TX. 2.1
acres, 2,160 sq.ft.
class A2 home.
$140 ,000 /OBO.
Call Brian, (310)
850-0033. City wa-
ter, sewer and gar-
bage. Propane gas.
Annual taxes
$1,043.
__________________________

SELF-HELP

Persons who have
a problem with al-
cohol are offered a
free source of help
locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous - call
562-4081 for infor-
mation.

Tiene problemas
con el alcohol? Hay
una solucíon.
Informacion: 838-
6264.
________________________

STORAGE

National Self
Storage

BRAND NEW
UNITS

Summer Specials -
Climate Control
Units! 5x5 and
5x10. Call Blanca -
852-8300.
________________________

SERVICES

“Windshield
Ding —

Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS

REPAIR
Windshield Repair

Specialists
By appt. at your
home or office:

R.V. Dick
Harshberger

915-203-7005
________________________

HORIZON
CITY

PLUMBING
852-1079

• Electric rooter
service for sewers

and drains
• Appliance
installation

• Many other
plumbing services
Licensed, bonded

and insured for
your protection.

________________________

SALE REAL ESTATE
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will sell Lot 2, save
and except the Southerly 83.34 feet thereof, Block
6, Desert Meadows Estate in El Paso County at a
Trustee’s Foreclosure Sale to the highest bidder or
bidders, for cash, at the foot of the steps inside the
San Antonio entrance to the City/County Building
located at 500 East San Antonio Avenue in El Paso,
Texas on Tuesday, August 5, 2008. The minimum
FSA bid will be $35,680. For specific information,
contact the Farm Service Agency, 2306 W.
Dickinson, Suite 1, Fort Stockton, Texas, phone
number (432) 336-5206, extension 2, or visit the
website: http://www.resales.usda.gov/

The USDA Farm Service Agency is an equal
opportunity provider and employer. Complaints of
discrimination should be sent to: USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, Washington DC 20250-9410.

Have you noticed that food taste a
little bit better lately, that music
sounds a little sweeter, and that gas
is a little bit cheaper — well, two out
of three ain’t bad.

The reason for this euphoric bliss
is because of what happens during the
last week in July. And what does the
final week in July always signify?
The start of NFL training camps, of
course — duh!

In just about a week all the NFL
teams will report to camp to begin
practice for the upcoming season.
And I’ll bet some of you thought it

would never get here.
The first team to hit the practice

field will  be the Washington
Redskins, who take the field this
Sunday. They are followed by the
Philadelphia Eagles and the Balti-
more Ravens, who each get started
on July 22.

The defending Super Bowl cham-
pion New York Giants get going on
July 25, the New England Patriots
start on July 24 and the Dallas Cow-
boys get things going on July 25.

I know we just had a great NBA
season with the return of the Boston
Celtics. And I know that we’re just
at the All-Star break of the Major
League Baseball season. But this is
football!

With the start of NFL training
camp, there are many questions
to be answered about the season
to come.

Questions like: Is Brett Favre go-
ing to play football this year? Is Brett
Favre going to play with the Green
Bay Packers this year? Is Brett Favre
going to play with another team this
year? And if the answer to any of
these questions is yes, does that mean
John Madden can stop holding his
breath?

Of course there are other questions,
will Mr. Ocho Cinco, Chad Johnson,
play the entire year with Carson
Palmer and the Bengals? Can Eli
Manning put consecutive seasons
together for the first time in his ca-

reer? Will Pacman, uh, I mean, will
Adam Jones stay out of trouble for
the Dallas Cowboys? Will Brian
Urlacher play the entire year for the
Chicago Bears?

Oh, another question: How many
players will NFL tough guy, Com-
missioner Roger Goodell, suspend
for bad behavior this year?

And one more: When will we get
the first glimpse of some NFL action?
The answer is in a few weeks when
the Indianapolis Colts take on the
Washington Redskins in the first pre-
season game on Aug. 3.

Did you hear that, guys? We’re
going to get to watch NFL football
in just two weeks.

And other than Mom’s meatloaf,
what can be better?

Officially sad
Remember a few weeks ago when

NBA commissioner David Stern
stated emphatically that the despi-
cable actions of former referee Tim
Donaghy was that of a rogue ref. He
said that there was no real problem
with the referees; he said Donaghy
was the only guy involved in the
game-fixing scandal.

I, along with about 73-bazillion
other thinking fans, thought Stern
was either incredibly naive, or lying
through his pearly whites.

Well, now it appears there is indis-
putable proof that Donaghy had a
partner in crime. And yes Mr. Com-
missioner, he is another referee.

Investigators found out through
phone records that Donaghy made

134 calls to NBA referee Scott Fos-
ter right before and right after games
that he bet on during the 2006-07
season.

When asked whether he was un-
der investigation, Foster said not to
his knowledge.

Not to his knowledge!
If I were asked the question, and I

wasn’t guilty, I would be saying that
there is absolutely no reason for an
investigation because I wasn’t guilty
of anything. And I would be saying
it loudly.

And how about David Stern? In-
stead of having his usual smug atti-
tude, he’s been noticeably quiet af-
ter this latest revelation.

The really bad news for Stern and
his league is that I don’t think we’ve
even scratched the surface yet.

Going, going, gone
I can’t finish this column without

mentioning the best show on TV last
week. Of course I’m speaking of the
show Texas Rangers Josh Hamilton
put on during the All-Star home run
derby.

Not since Mike McGwire, have I
seen a guy put a charge into the event
like Hamilton did.

Hamilton’s troubles with drugs and
alcohol have been well documented
and while his home run exhibition
will be remembered for years to
come, the real accomplishment is that
he was still alive to be able to have
that unforgettable night.

It’s never too late to get your life
together.

All the drama of football is just three Sundays away
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King Super Crossword

Comix
OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

By Don Flood
Good morning. This is your col-

umn captain speaking. We are
scheduled for takeoff shortly after
this brief announcement and will
reach a cruising speed of around
250 words a minute, perhaps faster
if you’re on your second cup of
coffee.

While a few bumps can be ex-
pected along the way, we’re look-
ing for generally smooth sailing
and will reach our destination in
about 500 words. There will be no
beverage service.

I just wanted to say this up front
to reassure readers who may have
heard about the United Airlines
pilot who, according to the USA
Today, abruptly canceled a flight
after telling passengers he was “too
upset to fly.”

Wow, talk about things you don’t
want to hear your pilot saying.

“Good morning. I got pretty
loaded last night. Would anyone
like to join me in the cockpit for a
little ‘hair of the dog’?”

The passengers, understandably,
were upset, but it could have been
worse. He could have made the an-
nouncement during the flight:

“Good morning, this is your cap-
tain speaking, or perhaps I should
say your former captain. You know
those safety demonstrations you
always ignore? Well, you picked
the wrong day to snooze because
I’m really upset this morning and
have decided I’m in no condition
to fly. Thank you for flying
United.”

I promise never to strand you
like that, even if I’m upset after my
team blows it in the fourth quarter.

And now on to our first stop to-
day, an exciting headline from the
World of Science: “Scientists find
childbirth wonder drug that can
‘cure’ shyness.”

Yes, after years of painstaking
research, scientists have finally

discovered beer.
OK, so it’s not beer, but there’s

still a question: Do we really want
to cure shyness? Don’t we already
have enough people on cell phones
talking about their private lives in
public?

In a bookstore, I recently heard
a man discuss his very personal
marital problems over the phone.
He could be heard all over the
store. I think he was hoping Dr.
Phil would stop by to offer ad-
vice.

Oops, sorry for the turbulence
there. Please remain in your seat
until further notice.

Our next stop this morning is
Maine, which, thanks to the envi-
ronmental movement, is blessed
with rivers so clean, so pure that
they breed vicious black flies ca-
pable of sucking a 200-pound
man’s blood dry in 15 seconds.

This is an exaggeration, of
course, some men last as long as
20-25 seconds, but it’s another les-
son on why it’s not a good idea to
mess with Mother Nature, espe-
cially if Mother Nature is polluted
enough to keep the flies down.

Just kidding! Of course, we all
want nature to be pristine, just not
so clean as to be a veritable fly fac-
tory.

Just kidding again! I love flies,
and so do Maine-iacs, who some-
times refer to the bloodsucking
little monsters as their state bird.
They even have something called
the Maine Blackfly Breeder’s As-
sociation, whose motto is, “We
breed ‘em, you feed ‘em.” Abso-
lutely true.

And now we’ve arrived at our
destination. You are free to move
about the kitchen.

Thank you for choosing this col-
umn, and have a good day.
______________________________________________________
(c) 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.

dflood287@comcast.net

Fasten your seatbelts

I WITNESS
ACROSS

    1 Cheryl of
“Charlie’s Angels”
    5 _ ghanouj
    9 “Sister _” (’92 film)
  12 Rodeo ropes
  18 “America’s Most
Wanted” info
  20 Panache
  21 Chase away gray
  22 Changes
  23 Start of a remark
by Gene Perret
  26 Rice dish
  27 Tangle
  28 Quahog, e.g.
  29 Consumed a knish
  31 Cart
  32 Altar oath
  34 Hair ball?
  36 “The _ Is High”
(’80 hit)
  38 Hazard
  42 Part 2 of remark
  47 Bete noire
  48 Reserved
  50 Mideast gulf
  51 Supp.
  52 Way in
  55 Lend a hand
  56 Noah’s eldest
  57 Cornmeal
concoction
  58 Part 3 of remark
  62 Surround
  63 West ender?
  64 Greene of

“Bonanza”
  65 Author LeShan
  66 Picturesque
  68 _ shui
  69 Switchboard abbr.
  70 Irish island group
  71 Asian island
  73 Joanne of “Red
River”
  74 Cavalry weapon
  76 Spare part?
  79 French dynast
  80 Part 4 of remark
  83 _ of passage
  84 University ordeal
  86 Family vehicle
  87 A hole near the
sole
  88 Sten relative
  89 Profess
  90 Walked off with
  93 Pickable
  94 Part 5 of remark
  97 Act like a mirror
100 Dweeb
101 Empower
102 Dernier -
103 Bear’s advice
105 Puppy bark
107 Role for Liz
111 Stout
115 Reach
117 End of remark
121 Hispanic
122 Cover the cake
123 The - Brothers
124 Lofty spaces
125 Exchanged

126 Getz’s instrument
127 Sammy or Stubby
128 No sweat

DOWN
    1 Chou En-_
    2 Charity
    3 Anthropologist
Fossey
    4 Arp’s art
    5 Role for a rat
    6 Baldwin of
“Malice”
    7 Cry like a baby
    8 Novelist Seton
    9 “Tobacco Road”
character
  10 Nosy guy?
  11 Try out
  12 Drink like a
dachshund
  13 ’92 Disney film
  14 Audiophile’s
equipment
  15 Ward of “Sisters”
  16 French airport
  17 Govt. agency
  19 Printer’s stroke
  24 Robert of
“Rhapsody in Blue”
  25 Fireplace fragment
  30 Practice piece
  33 Vintage
  35 Manipulate
  37 Bookkeeping entry
  38 Dad-to-be, often
  39 Like Machu
Picchu

  40 Rock hound?
  41 Find out
  42 Designer
Gernreich
  43 Cowardly Lion
Bert
  44 Mother Judd
  45 Jerkin
  46 Draft animals
  47 Movie piglet
  49 Boxer Tyson
  53 Taciturn
  54 Teatime treat
  56 Where the gulls
are
  57 Quaker colonist
  59 As a result
  60 Link
  61 Banned pesticide
  62 Cordial
  66 “The Thief of
Bagdad” star
  67 Minos’ realm
  68 Manumit
  69 Misjudge
  71 Feltlike fabric
  72 Eye-related
  73 Singer Shannon
  74 Ginger cookie
  75 One of the
Yokums
  76 Antique
  77 Like a lummox
  78 _ the bullet
  79 Muck
  80 Dupe
  81 Roman poet
  82 Present

  84 Mind _ matter
  85 Actor McDowall
  89 “Sweet _” (1903
song)
  90 Heifer or hen
  91 Good speller?
  92 Cal. page
  95 Like mother-of-
pearl, often
  96 Llama kin
  98 Starting at
  99 Neighbor of Niger
103 Christmas-tree
topper
104 Singer James
106 Mascagni opera
108 Plumbing problem
109 “Cope Book” aunt
110 Heed
112 Punta del _
113 Blood components
114 “_ Coming” (’69
song)
115 Cockpit fig.
116 Head motion
118 John Ritter’s dad
119 Language suffix
120 Weldon or Wray

Answer Page 6
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public receive their economic stimulus pay-
ment is to file a tax return with the IRS, not
a special form. Additionally, the IRS does
not request personal or financial informa-
tion via e-mail.

Information on how to obtain an economic

stimulus payment may be found in the Eco-
nomic Stimulus Payment Information Center
on the IRS Web site (www.irs.gov). For more
information on stimulus-related scams, see IR-
2008-11.

Substitute 1040 fax
This scam consists of a cover letter and form

that are faxed, rather than e-mailed. The cover
letter is addressed “Dear Valued Tax Payer
(sic)” and appears to be signed by an IRS em-

Scams
From Page 1
______________________

ployee. The letter says that the IRS is updating
its files and that recipients who supply the re-
quested information will receive a nominal tax
refund. It also states that those who fail to im-
mediately return the completed form risk ad-
ditional tax and withholding. The attached form
is labeled a substitute Form 1040 and is titled
“Certificate of Current Status of Beneficial
Owner For United States Tax Recertifica-
tion & Withholding.” It requests a large
amount of detailed personal and financial in-
formation, such as mother’s maiden name (of-
ten used in security screening), bank account
numbers, estimated assets and more. It asks the
recipient to sign and fax back the completed
form, as well as a copy of the recipient’s
driver’s license and passport.

The letter, signature and form are all
fraudulent. Moreover, the IRS does not send
unsolicited faxes to taxpayers and does not
request such detailed personal and financial
information.

This is a variant of earlier scams. For more
information, see news releases IR-2004-104
and IR-2004-75.

Company report
This e-mail appears to come from an

IRS.gov e-mail address, addresses recipients
by name and references the company the
recipient works for. These personalized de-
tails may convince the recipient that the e-
mail is legitimate. The e-mail says that the
IRS has a report on the company and asks
the recipient to review a copy by clicking
on a link to download the report. However,
when the link is clicked, malware is down-
loaded to the recipient’s computer.

There are various types of malware, which
can hijack a victim’s computer hard drive to
give someone remote access to the computer,
search for passwords and other information and
send them to the scammer, or cause other types
of identity theft or damage.

The IRS does not compile reports on com-
panies or send e-mails to company staff ask-
ing them to review a report. Generally, the IRS
does not send unsolicited e-mails to taxpayers.

Tax court
In this scam, an e-mail that appears to come

from the U.S. Tax Court contains a petition
involving a court case between the IRS and
the recipient. The document instructs the re-
cipient to download other files. The downloads
transfer malware, or malicious code, to the
recipient’s computer.

There are various types of malware, which,
for example, can hijack a victim’s computer
hard drive to give someone remote access to
the computer, or can search for passwords and
other information and send them to the
scammer.

The truth is that the Tax Court is not e-
mailing notices to anyone who currently has
a case before the court. Visit the court’s Web
site at http://www.ustaxcourt.gov/ for more
information. Recipients are advised to avoid

clicking on any links in the e-mail and to
delete the e-mail.

How scams work
To lure their victims, phishing scams use the

name of a known institution, such as the IRS,
to either offer a reward for taking a simple ac-
tion, such as providing information, or threaten
or imply an unpleasant consequence, such as
losing a refund, for failing to take the requested
action.

The goal of the scams is to trick people into
revealing personal and financial information,
such as Social Security, bank account or credit
card numbers, which the scammers can use to
commit identity theft.

Typically, identity thieves use a victim’s per-
sonal and financial data to empty the victim’s
financial accounts, run up charges on the
victim’s existing credit cards, apply for new
loans, credit cards, services or benefits in the
victim’s name, file fraudulent tax returns or
even commit crimes. Most of these fraudulent
activities can be committed electronically from
a remote location, including overseas. Com-
mitting these activities in cyberspace allows
scammers to act quickly and cover their tracks
before the victim becomes aware of the theft.

People whose identities have been stolen can
spend months or years — and their hard-earned
money — cleaning up the mess thieves have
made of their reputations and credit records.
In the meantime, victims may lose job oppor-
tunities or may be refused loans, education,
housing or cars.

What to do
Anyone wishing to access the IRS Web site

should type www.irs.gov into their Internet
address window, rather than clicking on a link
in an e-mail or opening an attachment, either
of which may download malicious code or send
the recipient to a phony Web site.

Those who have received a questionable e-
mail claiming to come from the IRS may for-
ward it to the following address:
phishing@irs.gov. Use the instructions con-
tained in an article on IRS.gov titled “How to
Protect Yourself from Suspicious E-Mails or
Phishing Schemes.” Following the instructions
will help the IRS track the suspicious e-mail
to its origins and shut down the scam. Find the
article by visiting IRS.gov and entering the
words “suspicious e-mails” into the search box
in the upper right corner of the front page.

Those who have received a questionable tele-
phone call that claims to come from the IRS
may also use the phishing@irs.gov mailbox to
notify the IRS.

The IRS has issued previous warnings on
scams that use the IRS name to lend the scam
legitimacy. More information on identity theft,
phishing and telephone scams using the IRS
name, logo or spoofed (copied) Web site is
available on the IRS Web site at IRS.gov. En-
ter the terms “phishing,” “identity theft” or “e-
mail scams” into the search box in the upper
right corner of the front page.

To Advertise Call 852-3235


