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CANUTILLO – Two Northwest Early 
College High School seniors are among an 
elite group of students that were named Gates 
Millennium Scholarship recipients.

– Photo courtesy Canutillo ISD

COLLEGE FUNDS – Alexandria Holden, left, and Monique Davis, both seniors at 
Northwest Early College in the Canutillo Independent School District, are two of the just 
1,000 students from throughout the country to be named Gates Millennium Scholars. 
They will receive a substantial grant to help pay college tuition.

Holden, Davis named Gates scholars
By Gustavo Reveles Acosta

Special to the Courier

Alexandria Rosario Holden and Monique 
Gabriela Davis are among en elite group 
of students who were recognized by the 
scholarship program that was started by a $1 
billion grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

Only 1,000 minority students from 
throughout the United States are selected each 

year.
“Alexandria and Monique represent the 

very best of Northwest Early College, and 
those qualities are exactly what earned them 
this honor, said Principal Margarita Ramirez. 
“They have worked hard to earned their first 
college degree, and now they will receive 
the help they need to keep furthering their 
education.”

Holden and Davis have both earned 
associate’s degrees from El Paso Community 
College as part of their participation in the 
Canutillo Independent School District’s early 
college program. They are currently enrolled 
at the University of Texas at El Paso, even 
though they are still weeks away from finishing 
their high-school graduation requirements.

Alexandria is the daughter of Rosa and 
Christopher Holden. She hopes to become 
a physician and plans to study pathology at 
Baylor University in Waco, Texas.

Monique is the daughter of Rachel and 
Michael Davis. She also hopes to become a 
doctor and plans to enroll at Our Lady of the 
Lake University in San Antonio.

“Our goal is produce students that are 
college and life ready,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Pedro Galaviz. “Alexandria and Monique 
prove that our students are competing not just 
locally, but nationally.”

– Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

UNDER CONSTRUCTION – El Paso County’s newest annex offices should be completed by August. Commissioners Court recently 
approved two contracts for the Northwest annex building. One was $49,000 for cabling service and the other was for $76,000 for the 
phone system.

Northwest annex offices near completion

EL PASO COUNTY – El Paso County’s 
newest annex offices, located in the Upper 
Valley, should be up and running by the end 
of the summer, according to county reports.

The Northwest Building project in the 
Village of Vinton is expected to be completed 
in August at a cost of $2.6 million. The new 
17,270 square-foot annex (431 Vinton Road) 
will have space for the Sheriff’s Office, justice 
of the peace, constable, adult probation office, 
and the county attorney’s office.

The modern facility will make it easier for 
people to find all the services in one location, 
while the county will be saving money on 
rent, stated county officials recently.

“All those services are out there somewhere, 
but they’re spread out in rented facilities 
and the cost of those rented facilities is not 
cheap,” County Commissioner Pat Abeln 
stated during a recent commissioners’ court 
meeting. Abeln represents the county’s upper 
valley communities.

According to Abeln, the adult probation 
office will probably be the first to move in 
because the county recently terminated the 
lease for the probation department’s downtown 
office space after mold was found on the 
property. Although probation department 
employees are paid by the state, the county 
has the obligation to provide office space for 
them, county officials explained.

The county was paying about $7,500 a 
month in rent for the downtown offices. 
About 20 employees had to be relocated 

to other county offices because of the lease 
termination, according to county officials.

With the opening of the latest county 
annex- one was open in the county’s eastside a 
couple of years ago- the probation department 
will have the needed space for the displaced 
employees. It will also provide adequate space 
for the Sheriff’s Office Upper Valley substation, 
which is currently housed in the same building 
that the Village of Vinton City Hall uses.

Abeln stated that the new facility for the 
sheriff’s upper valley office was needed 
because the current substation is inadequate; 
it has no detention capability and does not 
provide facilities to do all the things that the 
Sheriff’s department needs to do. He added 
that the new annex will also put the justice of 
the peace and constable in an area where they 
do not have to pay rent.

San Eli
mayoral debate
Residents of San Elizario are invited to 
attend San Elizario High School’s first 
ever mayoral debate on Friday, May 2 
at 6 p.m. The debate will feature Carlos 
Guerrero, Paul Johnson Jr., and Maya 
Sanchez who are all running for the office 
of mayor of the recently incorporated 
City of San Elizario. The event is open to 
the public and will take place in the San 
Elizario High School auditorium. The 
campus is located at 13981 Socorro Rd., 
San Elizario, TX 79849. For information 
call 872-3970.

– Cynthia P. Marentes

Golf tourney
The Junior Woman’s Club of El Paso 
will be holding their 12th annual Spring 
Swing golf tournament the morning of 
Friday, May 9 at the Painted Dunes golf 
course. Tee off is at 8 a.m. with continental 
breakfast and sign in beginning at 7 a.m. 
Proceeds this year will benefit Mike 
Dee’s Big Adventure (Camp for Disabled 
Youth). For registration and sponsorship 
information please contact Grace at (915) 
494-2293. You may also email us at 
jwcelpaso@yahoo.com. Mike Dee’s Big 
Adventure is a non-profit organization 
focused on giving special needs children 
a vacation they will remember for the 
rest of their lives. With the assistance 
of Power 102 FM and members of 
the community, the “Big Adventure” 
orchestrates an annual trip to San 
Antonio, Texas for these extraordinary 
kids with disabilities to see places and do 
things they otherwise may never have the 
opportunity to experience.

– Beth Podol

Hair Wars
Camino Real Hotel (101 S. El Paso 
Street) will host El Paso’s first Hair 
Wars-The Supreme Salon Tour 
competition, beginning at 5 p.m., 
Sunday, May18. The event, which is 
presented by Windy City Media, is open 
to individuals 21 years and older. The 
Hair Wars tour has a 14-year history 
and is a nationally recognized salon 
competition where top local salons in 
each region have the opportunity to 
showcase their artistic side by featuring 
one-of-a-kind, extravagant creations 
down the runway. This year, the tour 
will travel through El Paso, Scottsdale, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, Vancouver and 
Calgary, Canada. The top three salons 
in each city will move on to the world 
finals in an international competition. 
The local event will begin with a pre-
game show, themed in black and white, 
presented by the Milan Institute of 
Cosmetology. Partial proceeds from 
the El Paso event will benefit the Rio 

San Eli HS seeks Ex
Deadline to submit nominations for San 
Elizario High School’s Outstanding Ex 
are due by September 12, 2014. Nominees 
must be graduates of San Elizario High 
School, demonstrate accomplishments, 
and be available to participate in all 
homecoming activities. Nominations can 
be sent to cjaksch@seisd.net or mailed 
to San Elizario High School; P.O. Box 
920; San Elizario, TX 79849. For more 
information, contact Christine Jaksch at 
872-3970, ext. 3845.

– Cynthia P. Marentes

Ringers and sales
On September 20, 2014 there will be a 
Horseshoe Tournament with 1st place 
trophies and 2nd place plaques at Oz 
Glaze Senior Center. Registration begins 
at 9:00 a.m. and tournament will begin 
at 10:00 a.m. There is a $5.00 entry fee 
to the tournament. Also, the Oz Glaze 
Senior Center Annual Garage Sale 
will begin at 9:00 a.m. Inside table and 
outside parking lot spaces are available 
for $10.00. Heavenly Harvest is our 
main attraction at our Farmers and Craft 
Market beginning at 9:00 a.m. Vendors are 
welcome for $10.00 space fee. Walgreens 
will be present for flu, pneumonia and 
shingle vaccinations. For information 
call 852-0062, 581-2994 or 799-8194.

– Judi Verslype

Chihuahuan
Desert Fiesta
The public is invited to the 10th Annual 
Chihuahuan Desert Fiesta, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 20, at the Tom 
Mays section of Franklin Mountains 
State Park, off of Transmountain Road in 
northwest El Paso. Live desert animals 
from the El Paso Zoo, guided tours, and a 
full slate of local entertainment promises 
to make the annual fiesta a fun day for all. 
The outdoor venue highlights the natural 
wonders of the Chihuahuan desert and 
Franklin Mountains State Park. Local 
environmental education groups will be 
on hand to offer free demonstrations, 
guided tours, guest speakers, and 
informational booths designed to 
introduce participants to the wonders of 
the fascinating desert. The free event is 
sponsored by Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department with the help of volunteers 
from the Chihuahuan Desert Education 
Coalition. For more information contact 
Rick LoBello at (915) 217-4233, send 
email to lobellorl@elpasotexas.gov, or 
visit www.chihuahuandesert.org.

– Alfredo Vasquez

Dance, Hip
Hop tryouts
Artistic Stylz Dance Studio (ASDS) will be 

SAN ELIZARIO – If the generosity of 
students at San Elizario High School (SEHS) 
was measured in pennies it would equal 
exactly $1,802.38. The campus raised that 
amount in donations for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society as part of its Pasta for 
Pennies program during the spring semester 
of last school year. As a result, the campus 
was recently honored with the 1st Place High 
School award for raising the most donations 
out of all participating high schools in the 
New Mexico/El Paso-Southwest Region.

Assistant Principal Christine Jaksch who 
helped guide the Student Council in managing 
the donation campaign was surprised to learn 
that the campus was being honored for its 
fundraising efforts. 

“I did not know that we were the high school 
with the highest amount of donations. It was 
really the students that did all the work,” 
Jaksch added.

Jaksch did however; take on the task of 
counting what seemed to be an endless amount 
of plastic zipper bags filled with pennies and 
other coins.

The campus wide donation drive is held 
every year early in the spring semester and led 
by the Student Council over a period of three 
to four weeks. Since SEHS signed up for the 
Pasta for Pennies program, the classroom with 
the largest amount of donations would receive 
a free meal at an Olive Garden restaurant. Ana 
Luna’s third period class raised over $600 to 
earn a trip to the Italian eatery.

“What was so cool about this campaign 

– Photo courtesy San Elizario ISD

WAY TO GO – Betty Wilkins, right, Campaign Manager for the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society presents San Elizario High School Student Activities Manager Maria Crews an 
award for the school’s money raising efforts. Watkins came down from Albuquerque, NM 
to present the award to the campus.

San Elizario HS honored for donations
By Cynthia P. Marentes

Special to the Courier

See DONATIONS, Page 2

ANTHONY – Anthony Independent School 
District (AISD) Superintendent Dr. Steven 
Saldivar, Anthony TX Mayor Luis “Lee” Vela 

– Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

GET THEM A TOWEL – The ALS Ice Bucket Challenge at Anthony Independent School District gave Anthony Elementary School 
fifth grade students the opportunity to soak their leaders. Getting ready to dump the ice water on the brave participants are, from 
left, Jeremiah Beltran and Alia Majerczyk who get to dump the icy water on Anthony ISD Superintendent Dr. Steven Saldivar; Hector 
Gonzalez and Brandon Medrano get to douse Town of Anthony Mayor Lee Vela; Carlos Acosta and Catarina Mendez take care of Town 
of Anthony Mayor Pro-Tem Rosie Holguin; and Joseph Perez and Francisco Morales get to soak State Representative Joe Moody.

Getting soaked for a good cause
By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

and Mayor Pro-Tem Rosie Holguin joined 
State Representative Joe Moody in another 
chilling episode of the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge that has been sweeping through 
the El Paso region recently as part of the 
broader national campaign to bring public 
awareness to the struggles of individuals with 

the debilitating disease.
About 60 fifth grade students and their 

teachers from Anthony Elementary School 
got to witness the event held in front of their 
school, and eight of them were randomly 

See SOAKED, Page 4
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Aided by the Yale Law School 
Veterans Legal Service Clinic, a 
handful of Vietnam veterans with 
PTSD filed suit in U.S. District 
Court in Connecticut alleging that 
the military didn’t upgrade their 
discharges when it should have. 
Over the years, less than 5 percent 
of requests for upgrade have been 
given. 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
didn’t have a name back when 
these veterans were in Vietnam. 
That only came about in 1980. 
Various wars have called it “shell 
shock” and “combat exhaustion.” 
During the Vietnam War, they 
were calling it “stress response 
syndrome.” Doctors thought it 
was caused by “response” and 
would go away, and if it lasted 
too long, it must have been pre-
existing.

What no one took into 
consideration back then was 
that there was a reason for the 
behaviors of veterans with PTSD, 
which included being absent 
without leave, drug use, hyper-
vigilance, the inability to carry out 
duties, altercations and blackouts. 
Once PTSD had a name, and its 
symptoms and accompanying 
behaviors recognized, those 

undesirable discharges should 
have been upgraded for tens of 
thousands of veterans.

The veterans in the class-
action lawsuit all had been given 
other-than-honorable discharges, 
which has followed them since 
then, bringing a lack of correct 
medical care, unemployment, 
homelessness and damaged 
relationships, as well as years of 
anxiety.

This lawsuit is similar to a 2008 
lawsuit (Sabo vs. United States) 
that was filed for veterans who’d 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan. In 
those cases, veterans with PTSD 
only rated a 10 percent disability 
(when it should have been 50 
percent after 2002), and the 
veterans therefore were denied 
benefits. 

To read the lawsuit, search 
online for Case 3:14-cv-00260 
in the U.S. District Court in 
Connecticut.

_______________________
Freddy Groves regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his column 
whenever possible. Send email 
to columnreply2@gmail.com. (c) 
2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Vietnam vets file 
suit over PTSD

Job seekers in southern Doña 
Ana County and northwest El Paso 
County are invited to meet with 
more than 20 regional employers and 
career development organizations 
and get information about current 
job opportunities or job-placement 
assistance during the Doña Ana 
County Career & Resource Fair, 
which will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Thursday, May 15, at the 
Women’s Intercultural Center, 303 

Anthony, NM hosts career and resource fair
By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

Lincoln St., in Anthony, NM.
Individuals looking for 

employment will have access to 
employers seeking candidates 
in various disciplines including 
health care, telecommunications, 
hospitality and construction. Job 
seekers are encouraged to dress 
professionally, bring their resumes, 
and be prepared for on-site 
interviews.

“This job fair is open to the public 
and is designed to help connect folks 
with jobs and employment resources 
in southern Doña Ana County,” said 
co-organizer Raul Gonzalez of the 

Rio Grande Council of Governments. 
“In addition to bringing in top 
employers from the region, we 
will be providing resources for job 
seekers to assist them in preparing 
for their employment search.”

The job fair is hosted by the 
Women’s Intercultural Center in 
Anthony and is organized by the Rio 
Grande Council of Governments, 
Tierra del Sol Housing Corp., The 
City of Anthony NM, and the Office 
of U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich.

For more information call Raul 
Gonzalez at 533-0998 ext. 137, or 
send e-mail to raulg@riocog.org.

Mother’s Day is May 11. If you’re wracking your 
brain for ways to show your mom appreciation for 
all the sacrifices she made while raising you, here’s a 
thought: Why not offer to spend some time helping to 
sort through her financial, legal and medical paperwork 
to make sure everything is in order? 

While flowers and candy offer immediate gratification, 
I’ll bet your mom will truly appreciate the long-term 
value of getting her records in order now so that she – 
and you – will be able to take appropriate actions later 
on, should the need arise. 

Some of the areas you might want to organize 
include:

• Retirement income sources. Gather these documents 
so your mom will have a better idea how much income 
she’ll have available throughout retirement: 

1) Register your mom at mySocialSecurity (www.
socialsecurity.gov/myaccount) to gain access to 
personalized estimates of retirement, disability 
and survivors benefits, lifetime earnings records 
and estimated Social Security and Medicare taxes 
paid. 
2) You’ll also need your dad’s statement to determine 
any potential spousal or survivor benefits for which 
she might be eligible, so sign him up as well. 
3) Annual statements for pension, IRA, 401(k) 
or other retirement savings plans for which she’s 
eligible. (Check your dad’s statements too in case 
she’s eligible for spousal death benefits.)
4) Bank statements for checking, savings, money 
market and CD accounts.
5) Company stock and bond certificates, and 
statements for other investment accounts.

Outstanding debts. Also gather monthly statements 
and outstanding balances owed for major expenses 
including: home mortgage or other property loans, 
home equity loan or line of credit, car loan or lease, 
credit cards, medical bills and personal loans.

Other important documents. Your mom should have 
documents instructing how she’d like her affairs to be 
handled, both while she’s living and after death. Look 
for: 

• Medical, homeowner/renter, auto, life, disability 
and long-term care insurance policies.

• A will (and possibly a trust) outlining how she 
wants her estate managed after death.

• Durable power of attorney and health care proxy 
specifying who will make her financial and medical 
decisions if she becomes incapacitated. 

• Also, a living will tells doctors which medical 
treatments and life-support procedures she does or 
doesn’t want performed.

• Birth certificate, marriage license, Social Security 
card, funeral plans, safe deposit box information, etc.

• Contact information for professional service 
providers (doctors, pharmacy, lawyer, financial advisor, 
bank, insurance companies, etc.) Also give these 
providers your own contact information in case of 
emergencies.

Review these documents regularly and make updates 
whenever her situation changes. For example, make 
sure that designated beneficiaries for your mom’s will, 
life insurance and retirement plans accurately reflect 
her current wishes.

If you need help guiding financial discussions, Social 
Security has created a special website for women 
(www.ssa.gov/women) that provides information on 
retirement, disability and other issues – in English and 
Spanish. They also have a Retirement Estimator (www.
ssa.gov/estimator) that enters her earnings information 
from their records to estimate her projected Social 
Security benefits under different scenarios (age at 
retirement, future earnings projections, etc.) 

Another good resource is the Women’s Saving 
Initiative, a program jointly developed by Heinz Family 
Philanthropies, the Women’s Institute for a Secure 
Retirement (WISER) and Visa Inc. This program features 
a free book called “What Women Need to Know About 
Retirement,” which you can download as a PDF or audio 
file at www.practicalmoneyskills.com/resources.

If you need professional help, consult a licensed 
financial planner who can design a personalized 
retirement strategy. If you don’t know one, try the 
Financial Planning Association (www.plannersearch.
org).

________________________________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s financial education 
programs.

Help mom get organized for Mother’s Day
Veterans Post By Freddy Groves

Starting in October, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
will use a new classification 
system to pinpoint rural areas 
of the U.S., which will help 
determine where more veteran 
health services are needed. 

The new program, the Rural-
Urban Commuting Areas system 
(RUCA), will determine what is 
urban, rural and highly rural by 
determining whether an area is 
within commuting distance of a 
large urban center.

More than one-third (36 
percent) of veterans enrolled in 
the VA system are considered 
rural. That’s 3.2 million veterans 
who need services. In the past 
five years, 1.6 million veterans 
received rural health services.

Among the latest moves to help 
rural and highly rural veterans:

• Over 60 clinics were opened.
• TeleHealth: Of the 144,000 

veterans getting TeleHealth care, 
41,000 are still able to live at 
home instead of getting long-term 
institutional care.

• A transportation grant will 
help 11,000 highly rural veterans 
in seven states get access to 
medical centers.

• Mobile audio vans allow 

veterans to get audiology 
services near their homes instead 
of driving to faraway medical 
centers. Services include hearing 
aid evaluations, fittings and 
adjustments.

To determine the closest source 
of VA health care, go online to 
www.ruralhealth.va.gov/ and put 
your ZIP code in the box on the 
left. You’ll get a map and a list of 
facilities.

Meanwhile, on another topic, 
the VA has announced that the 
number of homeless veterans has 
dropped dramatically since 2010, 
by a total of 33 percent or 24,837 
veterans. This leaves 49,933 
veterans still on the streets. 
The VA’s goal is to end veteran 
homelessness by the end of 2015. 
To help this effort, first lady 
Michelle Obama has announced 
the “Mayors Challenge to End 
Veteran Homelessness.” 

_______________________

Freddy Groves regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his column 
whenever possible. Send email 
to columnreply2@gmail.com. (c) 
2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Helping rural vets 
get health care

Finances By Jason Alderman

In their quest to land a job, any job, many young 
adults will sacrifice what used to be called “fringe 
benefits” to gain a foot in the door. But many entry-
level jobs either offer no healthcare benefits, or the 
employee’s cost share is prohibitive for someone barely 
making minimum wage. Add to the equation that most 
twentysomethings are in good health and rarely visit the 
doctor and it’s easy to see why many will forego health 
insurance in favor of paying other bills. 

But that’s a dangerous choice. One serious accident 
or illness can rack up thousands of dollars in bills. In 
fact, over half of all personal bankruptcies result from 
unpaid medical bills. Plus, there’s usually a tax penalty 
for going uninsured.

Fortunately, since the Affordable Care Act (ACA) rolled 
out, young adults now have more health insurance options 
than before. In addition to buying coverage through their 
employer (if offered), people under age 26 may also 
choose to enroll in their parent’s plan, even if they’re 
married or no longer a dependent, or to buy an individual 
plan through the health insurance marketplace.

If you’re currently without coverage or want to 
explore better options, this is the perfect time to start 
researching what’s available.

For most employer-sponsored benefit plans, the open 
enrollment period to sign up for 2015 benefits happens 
in the next few months. Watch for communications from 
your own employer and ask your parents to do likewise 
if their company provides dependent health coverage. 
ACA’s 2015 open enrollment period is November 15, 
2014 to February 15, 2015. 

With both employer plans and ACA, if you miss open 
enrollment you’ll have to wait until the following year 
to apply unless: you’re applying for Medicaid; you 
qualify for a special enrollment period because of a 
family status change (e.g., marriage, divorce, birth of 
child); or you lose your current coverage. 

Another good reason to enroll in a healthcare plan is the 
so-called individual mandate, an ACA regulation that says 
most people must maintain health insurance with minimum 
essential coverage for themselves and their dependents or 
be subject to a penalty for non-compliance. 

Certain people, like those whose income falls below 
the federal poverty line, are exempt from the penalty. 
But keep in mind that even if you opt to forego insurance 
and pay the penalty, you’ll still be responsible for all 
your healthcare expenses. For more information, go to 
www.healthcare.gov/exemptions.

If your parent’s plan offers dependent coverage, they 
can add you until you turn 26, even if you are: married; 
not living with your parents; attending school; eligible 
for worse coverage through your own employer; or not 
financially dependent on your parent. If they’re already 
covering other dependents, there may be little or no cost 
to add you to their plan. Plus, they can generally pay 
the premium using pretax dollars if it’s an employer-
provided plan.

Other coverage options include: 
• Those under 30 can buy a catastrophic health plan 

designed to financially protect against worst-case scenarios 
like a serious accident or illness. For information, search 
“catastrophic” at www.healthcare.gov.

• If you can’t afford your employer’s insurance 
and your income falls below certain levels, you may 
qualify for a tax credit that reduces the cost of ACA 
plan coverage. 

• In addition, many states expanded eligibility for 
their Medicaid programs under the ACA, meaning you 
could earn more and now qualify for Medicaid. To learn 
more about subsidies and Medicaid eligibility, search 
“income levels” at www.healthcare.gov.

________________________________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s financial education 
programs.

Parent’s health insurance may
be option for those under 26

was having teachers that were willing to promote it and 
make it into almost like an athletic competition among 
their classes,” Jaksch said.

That healthy competition was the reason why the 
fundraising program was so successful among teachers 

and students. Along the way the whole campus also 
became more aware and involved through presentations 
and morning announcements delivering information on 
blood cancers. Student Activities Manager Maria Crews 
stated that SEHS would once again participate in the 
Pennies for Pasta campaign this school year.

“It is already on our calendar and we are hoping 
to top the amount of donations collected last year,” 
Crews stated.

Donations
From Page 1
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Texas Education Agency (TEA) recently 
released the 2014 state accountability system 
ratings for more than 1,200 school districts 
and charters, and more than 8,500 campuses. 
The ratings indicate that 90 percent of school 
districts and charters across Texas achieved 
the rating of Met Standard.

Districts, campuses and charters receive 
one of three ratings under the second-year 
accountability system: Met Standard, Met 
Alternative Standard, or Improvement 
Required.

Almost all schools in each of the 15 El 
Paso County independent school districts and 
charter schools were rated as Met Standards. 
Only two local campuses did not meet 
expectations in the accountability system.

The program serving chronically ill 
students at local hospitals fell short in the 
index for closing performance gaps after not 
meeting the postsecondary readiness standard, 
and Tornillo Elementary, in the Tornillo 
Independent School District, received an 
improvement required rating in the student 
progress index.

“Texans should be pleased to see the vast 
majority of districts, charters, and campuses 
are meeting the standards set in the second 
year of the state accountability system,” said 
Commissioner of Education Michael Williams. 
“While the 2014 numbers are strong, the work 
continues in districts across our state to meet 
and exceed increasing state standards and the 
expectations of their local communities.”

The 2014 ratings are based on a system 
that uses various indicators to provide greater 
detail on the performance of a district or 
charter and individual campuses throughout 
the state.

The performance index framework includes 
four areas: Student Achievement, a snapshot of 
performance across all subjects; Student Progress, 
a year-to-year student progress by subject and 
student group; Closing Performance Gaps, a 
gauge of advanced academic achievement of 
economically disadvantaged students and the 
lowest performing racial/ethnic student groups; 
and Postsecondary Readiness, an emphasis on 
the importance of a high school diploma that 
provides students with the foundation necessary 
for success in college, the workforce, job training 
programs, or the military.

In this second year of the accountability 
system, all four performance indexes include 
additional measures of academic performance. 
In addition, Index 4 (Postsecondary Readiness) 
includes a new measure of postsecondary 
success based on the percent of graduates 
who achieve college readiness standards in 
both English language arts and mathematics.

A district or campus must meet the target 

on all indexes for which it has performance 
results. For 2014 only, high schools/K-12 
campuses and alternative education campuses 
and charter districts are not being evaluated on 
Index 2 (Student Progress) due to the transition 
to a single reading and writing assessment for 
English I and English II. In 2013, reading and 
writing were tested separately.

Distinction designations are awarded to 
campuses based on achievement in several 
performance indicators relative to a group of 
40 campuses of similar type, size, and student 
demographics.

Distinction designations can be earned 
by campuses in nine areas: Academic 
Achievement in Reading/English Language 
Arts; Academic Achievement in Mathematics; 
Academic Achievement in Science; Academic 
Achievement in Social Studies; Top 25 
Percent: Student Progress; Top 25 Percent: 
Closing Performance Gaps; and Postsecondary 
Readiness.

Statewide, more than 4,400 campuses 
that achieved the Met Standard rating also 
earned some type of distinction designation. 
Four hundred campuses earned a distinction 
designation in all of the distinction categories 
that were evaluated for the campus.

Locally, four El Paso middle schools earned 
distinctions in each of seven possible special 
designations, and six high school campuses 
earned distinction in each of six possible 
designations.

The El Paso area middle schools that earned 
distinction in all categories were: Wiggs 
Middle School, El Paso ISD; Eastwood 
Middle School, Ysleta ISD; Alderete Middle 
School, Canutillo ISD; and Hernando Middle 
School, Socorro ISD.

Local high schools receiving distinction 
designations in all categories were: Mission 
Early College High School, Socorro ISD; Del 
Valle High School, Ysleta ISD; Silva Health 
Magnet, El Paso ISD; El Paso High School, 
El Paso ISD; Coronado High School, El Paso 
ISD; and Da Vinci School for Science & the 
Arts, Burnham Wood Charter School District.

“Earning a distinction is not easy,” said 
Commissioner Williams. “Any school earning 
one or more distinctions should be recognized 
in its community for the outstanding work 
taking place on that campus.”

The statewide 2014 ratings – with the 
additional measures for academic performance 
– remained fairly stable compared to 2013. In 
2014, 90.1 percent of districts received an initial 
rating of Met Standard/Met Alternative Standard 
(compared to 92.5 percent in 2013) and nine 
percent received an initial rating of Improvement 
Required (compared to 6.5 percent in 2013).

In 2014, 84.9 percent of campuses 
received an initial rating of Met Standard/
Met Alternative Standard (compared to 84.2 

TEA releases
accountability
ratings for 2014

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

See TEA, Page 4
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chosen to do the ice water bucket dumping. 
AISD Board Member Mary Jones challenged 
the four lucky participants and coordinated 
the event.

Before being soaked, the AISD 
superintendent reminded the fifth graders that 
this Monday afternoon event was fun, but that 
it represents a serious matter, and they should 
learn more about it by using the Internet to 
visit the ALS website. He then challenged 
his district principals to take on the ice water 
soaking.

“I accepted the challenge to be soaked 
with ice water because this is something 
that the communities that I represent are 
participating in, and I want to do my part,” 
said Representative Moody. Then, he 
extended the ALS challenge to anyone in his 
state delegation that has not yet been soaked.

Mayor Vela said that this event has gotten 
so much publicity throughout the country that 
he wanted to make sure the Town of Anthony 
did its part. So, he challenged his town council 
members to do the same.

Holguin said that she accepted the challenge 
because it is a worthy cause and a positive 
community involvement activity. She then 
challenged four individuals to do the same – 
Hiram Latin, JR Arellano, Chris Ramos, and 
Michelle Vela.

ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis) is a 
progressive neurodegenerative disease that 
affects nerve cells in the brain and the spinal 
cord. Motor neurons reach from the brain to 
the spinal cord and from the spinal cord to the 
muscles throughout the body. The progressive 
degeneration of the motor neurons in ALS 
eventually leads to their death. When the 
motor neurons die, the ability of the brain to 
initiate and control muscle movement is lost. 
With voluntary muscle action progressively 
affected, patients in the later stages of the 
disease may become totally paralyzed.

ALS was first identified in 1869 by French 
neurologist Jean-Martin Charcot, but it wasn’t 
until 1939 that Lou Gehrig brought national 
and international attention to the disease. 
Ending the career of one of the most beloved 
baseball players of all time, the disease is still 
most closely associated with his name.

Soaked
From Page 1

percent in 2013) and 8.7 percent received 
an initial rating of Improvement Required 
(compared to 9.1 percent in 2013). Districts, 
charters and campuses can appeal a rating. All 
ratings are final in October.

To assist parents and the general public 
in getting a better understanding of the new 
process, TEA has produced a video that offers 
a quick overview of the State Accountability 
System and what goes into the annual ratings 
of schools, districts and charters. The video can 
be viewed at: http://youtu.be/cbEgrdijuc8.

To view the 2014 state accountability 
ratings for districts, charters and campuses 
(plus distinction designations earned at 
the campus and district level), visit the 
TEA website at http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/
perfreport/account/2014/index.html.

TEA
From Page 3

EL PASO COUNTY – On September 4, 
2014 the Aspen Institute announced that El 
Paso Community College has been named 
one of 10 nationwide finalists for the Aspen 

EPCC excellence honored
Prize for community college excellence which 
recognizes a college’s impact on student 
success. EPCC was selected from a pool of 
nearly 1,200 community colleges and is one 
of only two Texas institutions to be selected as 
finalists. This preeminent recognition of high 
achievement and performance in community 
colleges recognizes excellence in four areas: 
Learning, Degree Completion, Employment 
and Earnings, and Success for Minority and 
Low-Income Students.

“EPCC is honored to be named a finalist for 
the 2015 Aspen Prize,” Dr. William Serrata, 
EPCC President said. “This is a tribute to 
the long history of commitment to student 
success at El Paso Community College. From 

the Board of Trustees, to our faculty, staff 
and administrators – there is a passion and 
commitment to facilitating student success.”

EPCC was selected through a rigorous 
process conducted by Aspen’s Finalist 
Selection Committee which is comprised 
of former community college presidents 
along with leaders in educational research 
and policy who reviewed extensive data on 
performance and improvements in learning, 
graduation, workforce outcomes, and 
equitable outcomes for all students, especially 
those in traditionally underserved groups and 
low-income backgrounds. As a finalist, EPCC 
will now enter the final stages of a competition 
which recognizes one winner and up to four 
finalists-with-distinction with a $1 million 
prize fund that will be awarded in March 2015 
in Washington D.C.

By Jim Heiney
Special to the Courier
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holding Dance & Hip Hop tryouts. Tryouts 
will be held at ASDS located at 9401 
Carnegie Ave. #2K and L on September 
13 and 14. Registration starts at 11:00 a.m. 
and introduction starts at noon with warm 
up following immediately. Dance tryouts 
will be in room K and Hip Hop tryouts 
will be in room L. Dance attire is required. 
These teams are for ages 7-16 years of age, 
some dance experience is preferred. There 
is a $10 tryout fee. A 4x6 picture should 
be attached to your application. If you do 
not bring a picture, an image will cost $5 
at ASDS. These teams will only compete 
locally. If this is what you’re looking for 
and want to have some fun, come tryout. 
For more information on how you can 
dance with ASDS Dance Team & Hip Hop 
Team visit www.artisticstylz.com or call 
(915) 203-7510 or (915) 355-4235.

– Dorothy Heredia

SISD ratings
The Socorro Independent School District 
has received a Superior Achievement rating 
for the fiscal year 2013 as part of the state’s 
financial accountability rating system known 
as the Financial Integrity Rating System of 
Texas (FIRST). This is the third year in a 
row that SISD has received a perfect score 
of 70 points. The 2013-2014 ratings are 
based on annual financial reports provided 
to the Texas Education Agency by districts 
and charters from the 2012-2013 school 
year. “SISD continues to demonstrate 
the highest financial responsibility and 
efficiency in order to best serve our students 
and community,” said Superintendent Dr. 
José Espinoza. “We are proud to be highly 
rated again by the state for our fiscally 
sound management of district funds and 
resources and commitment to financial 
accountability.” The FIRST rating was 
created by the 77th Texas Legislature in 
2001 and is designed to encourage public 
schools to better manage their financial 
resources in order to provide the maximum 
allocation possible for direct instructional 
purposes.

– Christina Flores-Jones

Grandparent event
The Senior Adult Program of El Paso 
Community College will hold its annual 
“Grandparents Day Celebration” from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 13 at Bassett 
Place. Over 20 exhibits, service providers 
and vendors will be on hand to show the 
latest products available for senior citizens. 
Entertainment will be provided by “Coro 
Epoca Dorada,” “El Paso Sun Desert 
Dancers,” “Zumba Dancers,” “Grupo 
Candela,” “Flash Mob Dance,” “Border 
Walk Line Dancers,” “Rondalla Sentimiento 
Romántico,” “Mariachi Valle Verde,” “Los 
Increíbles Band,” “Sacramento Seniors 
Folklórico” and ranchera music singer, Alma 
García. “By 2021, there will be 12 million 
retired grandparents fully engaged in life, 
in schools, sharing their life experiences 
and knowledge with their grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. Our community 
benefits from their volunteer contributions 
and having active, healthy and mentally-
sharp grandparents,” says Mary Yáñez, 
Senior Adult Program director. “Help us 
celebrate our grandparents.” The event is 
free and open to the public.

– Javier Sánchez

Socrro ISD father-son
The Socorro Independent School District will 
host its fifth annual districtwide father-son 
conference from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sept. 27 at 
Montwood High School, 12000 Montwood 
Dr. All SISD sixth- through 12th-grade boys 
are invited to attend with their father or a 
father figure. The event is free and breakfast 

and lunch will be provided. Organizers 
ask that those participating bring canned 
goods, which will be donated to the less 
fortunate during the Thanksgiving season. 
The conference goal is to help fathers and 
sons bond and explore topics such as career 
choices, college opportunities, and Internet 
safety, as well as participate together in 
self-esteem and self-confidence workshops. 
Participants will have a variety of sessions to 
select from during the conference. For more 
information, contact Sergio Jaurrieta at 937-
1616 or sjaurr@sisd.net

– Christina Flores-Jones

Information needed
A child is alleged to have been sexually 
assaulted at a Socorro Texas Elementary 
School. Investigators from the Socorro 
Texas Police Department are asking for the 
public’s assistance in finding the suspect 
involved through Crime Stoppers. This 
incident has been previously publicized 
and as of this time Investigators continue 
looking for any information that could lead 
to the identification of a suspect or further 
investigative efforts. The incident is alleged 
to have taken place on the late morning or 
early afternoon of Wednesday, February 
5th, 2014, at H.D. Hilley Elementary School 
located at 693 Rio Vista. Investigators were 
informed that the alleged sexual assault 
took place in one of the restrooms of the 
school. Investigators are urging anyone 
that may have information on the incident 
to immediately come forward. Anyone 
with any information on this case at a 
Socorro Texas Elementary School is asked 
this to call Crime Stoppers of El Paso 
immediately at 566-8477(TIPS), on-line 
at www.crimestoppersofelpaso.org or you 
can send a text message by entering the key 
word “CRIME1” (no space and include the 
quotation marks) plus your tip information, 
and text it to CRIMES (274637).

– Javier Sambrano

Overexposed
A man is alleged to have exposed himself 
to a female victim at an East El Paso Park. 
A photograph was taken of the suspect, and 
detectives from the Pebble Hills Regional 
Command Center are asking for public’s 
help in identifying the man involved. The 
incident took place at the 7800 block of 
Edgemere in the Edgemere Median Park on 
Friday, Aug. 29, 
2014, at 9:20 
a.m. The suspect 
in this case 
approached a 
woman that was 
walking in the 
park and began 
trying to engage 
in a conversation 
with the woman. 
The woman 
had asked the 
suspect to leave 
her alone. Despite the numerous requests 
by the victim for the suspect to leave her 
alone, the suspect grabbed the victim 
towards himself and exposed himself to the 
woman. The woman managed to pull away 
from the suspect and take a picture. The 
woman then called for police assistance. 
The suspect is described as a Hispanic male, 
20 to 23 years of age, medium build and 
between 160 to 170 lbs. No injuries were 
reported in this incident. Anyone with any 
information on the identity of this suspect 
is asked to call Crime Stoppers of El Paso 
immediately at 566-8477 (TIPS), on-line 
at www.crimestoppersofelpaso.org or you 
can send a text message by entering the key 
word “CRIME1” (no space and include the 
quotation marks) plus your tip information, 
and text it to CRIMES (274637). You will 
remain anonymous, and if your tip leads to 
an arrest, you can qualify for a cash reward.

– Javier Sambrano

Briefs
From Page 1

Know him?

SAN ELIZARIO – High school cross-
country season has just started but the 
promising team from San Elizario High 
School is already making a mark in their sport 
including receiving an important nod by a 
statewide association. The boys varsity team 
was recently ranked No. 5 in Class 4A by the 
Cross Country Coaches Association of Texas 
in their 2014 pre-season poll. No cross-country 
team from San Elizario High School has ever 
received such an extensive distinction.

Although head coach Cesar Morales thought 
the team was doing well in the region he did 
not expect for them to be ranked at the state 
level at least not until after this year. Despite 
the honor of being recognized as one of the 
best from across the state, most of the Eagle 
runners have yet to grasp the significance of 
achieving that level of achievement and that 
sits just fine with Morales.

“I tell our students that when they are on 
the starting line they are all the same and they 
are going to compete and run hard just like 
everybody else,” Morales stated.

This is the fourth year that Morales has 
led the team, second year for assistant coach 
Jorge Maese, and both hope that their student 
runners will believe that they are capable of 
reaching state level competition together. The 
entire program to include both boys and girls 
from middle to high school has been steadily 
growing and becoming more competitive as a 
whole. The Eagles roster now includes almost 
30 runners who vary from 9th through 12th 
grade. The diversity of the team coupled with 
the up and coming status of the sport within 
the community present several opportunities 
for growth according to both coaches.

“We have to unite these students, get them 
accustomed to each other and get them to 
believe that they can be successful and not 
just in running,” added Maese.

Key to reaching that goal will be senior 
Michael Johnson who has been charged with 
taking a leadership role within the team. 
Michael has placed in the top three in the 
last two meets and if the team’s first two 
appearances in competition are any indication, 
both boys and girls have a solid opportunity 
to make a run for state. The Eagles will next 
compete on September 13 at Veteran’s Park in 
the Loretto/Cathedral Invitational.

Coaches rank San Elizario HS
cross-country among best in state

By Cynthia P. Marentes
Special to the Courier
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CANUTILLO – Two Northwest Early 
College High School seniors are among an 
elite group of students that were named Gates 
Millennium Scholarship recipients.

– Photo courtesy Canutillo ISD

COLLEGE FUNDS – Alexandria Holden, left, and Monique Davis, both seniors at 
Northwest Early College in the Canutillo Independent School District, are two of the just 
1,000 students from throughout the country to be named Gates Millennium Scholars. 
They will receive a substantial grant to help pay college tuition.

Holden, Davis named Gates scholars
By Gustavo Reveles Acosta

Special to the Courier

Alexandria Rosario Holden and Monique 
Gabriela Davis are among en elite group 
of students who were recognized by the 
scholarship program that was started by a $1 
billion grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

Only 1,000 minority students from 
throughout the United States are selected each 

year.
“Alexandria and Monique represent the 

very best of Northwest Early College, and 
those qualities are exactly what earned them 
this honor, said Principal Margarita Ramirez. 
“They have worked hard to earned their first 
college degree, and now they will receive 
the help they need to keep furthering their 
education.”

Holden and Davis have both earned 
associate’s degrees from El Paso Community 
College as part of their participation in the 
Canutillo Independent School District’s early 
college program. They are currently enrolled 
at the University of Texas at El Paso, even 
though they are still weeks away from finishing 
their high-school graduation requirements.

Alexandria is the daughter of Rosa and 
Christopher Holden. She hopes to become 
a physician and plans to study pathology at 
Baylor University in Waco, Texas.

Monique is the daughter of Rachel and 
Michael Davis. She also hopes to become a 
doctor and plans to enroll at Our Lady of the 
Lake University in San Antonio.

“Our goal is produce students that are 
college and life ready,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Pedro Galaviz. “Alexandria and Monique 
prove that our students are competing not just 
locally, but nationally.”

– Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

UNDER CONSTRUCTION – El Paso County’s newest annex offices should be completed by August. Commissioners Court recently 
approved two contracts for the Northwest annex building. One was $49,000 for cabling service and the other was for $76,000 for the 
phone system.

Northwest annex offices near completion

EL PASO COUNTY – El Paso County’s 
newest annex offices, located in the Upper 
Valley, should be up and running by the end 
of the summer, according to county reports.

The Northwest Building project in the 
Village of Vinton is expected to be completed 
in August at a cost of $2.6 million. The new 
17,270 square-foot annex (431 Vinton Road) 
will have space for the Sheriff’s Office, justice 
of the peace, constable, adult probation office, 
and the county attorney’s office.

The modern facility will make it easier for 
people to find all the services in one location, 
while the county will be saving money on 
rent, stated county officials recently.

“All those services are out there somewhere, 
but they’re spread out in rented facilities 
and the cost of those rented facilities is not 
cheap,” County Commissioner Pat Abeln 
stated during a recent commissioners’ court 
meeting. Abeln represents the county’s upper 
valley communities.

According to Abeln, the adult probation 
office will probably be the first to move in 
because the county recently terminated the 
lease for the probation department’s downtown 
office space after mold was found on the 
property. Although probation department 
employees are paid by the state, the county 
has the obligation to provide office space for 
them, county officials explained.

The county was paying about $7,500 a 
month in rent for the downtown offices. 
About 20 employees had to be relocated 

to other county offices because of the lease 
termination, according to county officials.

With the opening of the latest county 
annex- one was open in the county’s eastside a 
couple of years ago- the probation department 
will have the needed space for the displaced 
employees. It will also provide adequate space 
for the Sheriff’s Office Upper Valley substation, 
which is currently housed in the same building 
that the Village of Vinton City Hall uses.

Abeln stated that the new facility for the 
sheriff’s upper valley office was needed 
because the current substation is inadequate; 
it has no detention capability and does not 
provide facilities to do all the things that the 
Sheriff’s department needs to do. He added 
that the new annex will also put the justice of 
the peace and constable in an area where they 
do not have to pay rent.

San Eli
mayoral debate
Residents of San Elizario are invited to 
attend San Elizario High School’s first 
ever mayoral debate on Friday, May 2 
at 6 p.m. The debate will feature Carlos 
Guerrero, Paul Johnson Jr., and Maya 
Sanchez who are all running for the office 
of mayor of the recently incorporated 
City of San Elizario. The event is open to 
the public and will take place in the San 
Elizario High School auditorium. The 
campus is located at 13981 Socorro Rd., 
San Elizario, TX 79849. For information 
call 872-3970.

– Cynthia P. Marentes

Golf tourney
The Junior Woman’s Club of El Paso 
will be holding their 12th annual Spring 
Swing golf tournament the morning of 
Friday, May 9 at the Painted Dunes golf 
course. Tee off is at 8 a.m. with continental 
breakfast and sign in beginning at 7 a.m. 
Proceeds this year will benefit Mike 
Dee’s Big Adventure (Camp for Disabled 
Youth). For registration and sponsorship 
information please contact Grace at (915) 
494-2293. You may also email us at 
jwcelpaso@yahoo.com. Mike Dee’s Big 
Adventure is a non-profit organization 
focused on giving special needs children 
a vacation they will remember for the 
rest of their lives. With the assistance 
of Power 102 FM and members of 
the community, the “Big Adventure” 
orchestrates an annual trip to San 
Antonio, Texas for these extraordinary 
kids with disabilities to see places and do 
things they otherwise may never have the 
opportunity to experience.

– Beth Podol

Hair Wars
Camino Real Hotel (101 S. El Paso 
Street) will host El Paso’s first Hair 
Wars-The Supreme Salon Tour 
competition, beginning at 5 p.m., 
Sunday, May18. The event, which is 
presented by Windy City Media, is open 
to individuals 21 years and older. The 
Hair Wars tour has a 14-year history 
and is a nationally recognized salon 
competition where top local salons in 
each region have the opportunity to 
showcase their artistic side by featuring 
one-of-a-kind, extravagant creations 
down the runway. This year, the tour 
will travel through El Paso, Scottsdale, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, Vancouver and 
Calgary, Canada. The top three salons 
in each city will move on to the world 
finals in an international competition. 
The local event will begin with a pre-
game show, themed in black and white, 
presented by the Milan Institute of 
Cosmetology. Partial proceeds from 
the El Paso event will benefit the Rio 

I was surprised to learn that kids 
these days like to watch other people 
play video games, and not just over 
the shoulder, hanging around the 
house, but on TV. And it’s a big 
deal now… more people watched a 
recent tournament than the audience 
of the last “Sopranos” and “Breaking 
Bad” episodes combined.

I haven’t seen one of the video-
game broadcasts, but I know that 
the stunning realism of today’s 
games probably does lend itself to 

good television.
And it truly has to be a generational 

thing, because there is no way any of 
the games I grew up playing would 
work as a broadcast… or would 
they? (cue flashback music.)

“Hi everybody this is Pat 
Summerall and John Madden 
broadcasting live from the screened-
in porch where young Ronny 
Miller takes on Jimmy Connelly in 
the LED handheld football game 
championships of the world. John, 

how do you see the game?”
“Yeah, Pat… actually, I can’t see 

the game because Ronny has his 
shoulders hunched over, and he’s 
leaning down in the couch. And 
Jimmy keeps asking to see, but he 
won’t let him!”

“You can hear by the rapid 
clicking, Miller is probably making 
great gains.”

“That’s right, Pat. You know, LED 
football is the most realistic football 
game there is because it mimics the 
game perfectly. The offense consists 
of a single, flashing red dash on the 
left side of the screen, and he goes 
against a defense that features five 
red dashes… a three red dash front 

line and two single dashes in the 
back as safeties. They’re gonna be 
on the right side of the screen, but 
not for long.”

“And the defense, as always, is 
controlled by the computer, right?”

“That’s right, Pat. The computer 
will run either an easy defense or a 
hard defense, depending on which 
switch you hit on the console.”

“It looks like Miller will let us 
see a play… he hits the red button, 
and one by one the red defensive 
dashes begin to move forward. He 
clicks down, bringing his dash to the 
bottom of the screen…”

“Again, the realism: There’s a 
football field painted on the screen!”

“That’s right, John. Miller waits 
there for a few clicks and… yes, it 
looks like the top red dash moved 
down, creating an opening. Miller 
clicks up once, twice… top of the 
screen… and off he goes, hitting the 
right click button as fast as he can, 

eluding red dashes!”
“He’s gonna go right off the 

screen!”
“That’s right, John! But he will 

reappear on the left side of the 
screen almost simultaneously!”

“And that’s where he’s gotta be 
careful, because all of the red defensive 
dashes are down there now.”

“Miller goes off screen and…”
“BOOM! He ran into a dash! And 

that’s the end of his possession. He’s 
gonna have to hand the game over 
to Connelly, who has been itching to 
get in the game.”

“Wait… there’s a problem. Miller 
doesn’t want to play anymore and, 
yes… he shut the game off and 
flipped it to the side.”

“Just like the real game of 
football!”

________________________
Mark Vasto is a veteran sportswriter 
who lives in Kansas City. (c) 2014 
King Features Synd., Inc.

Even better than the real thing

There are no-brainers and then there are no-
brainers.

And one of the biggest no-brainers I’ve 
heard in a long time was the announcement 
that Army will be traveling to El Paso to take 
on the Miners in 2016.

Wow, even people who seldom use their 
brains think this is a good idea.

UTEP will take on the famed Army Cadets 
football team in the Sun Bowl in 2016 and the 
Miners will make the trek to West Point, NY 
in 2017.

Like Notre Dame, Texas, Alabama, Michigan 
and many of the other larger programs across 
the country, Army has a huge contingent of 
fans that follow their every move.

And I’m pretty sure they’ll probably shut 
down Fort Bliss so that every soldier can help 
cram the Sun Bowl for that one.

Just like booking Texas, Oklahoma and 
Texas Tech, the Miners home game with 
Army just adds to the program’s viability and 
stature on a national stage.

Can you imagine what the week leading 

UTEP, El Paso score big with 2016 Army game
into that game will be like in this city and at 
Fort Bliss?

Not only are games like this important to 
the fans from an entertainment aspect, but 
they also do wonders for recruiting.

It doesn’t hurt that Army is an opponent 
that UTEP actually matches up well with.

So unlike Texas and Oklahoma, chances are 
that it will be a great game as well.

Let’s hope that the UTEP athletic department 
can schedule some more no-brainers in the 
future.

Was Kevin loved?
It’s no secret that the biggest off-season 

move in the National Basketball Association 
was the LeBron James return to Cleveland.

After leading the Miami Heat to four 
straight finals appearances (two wins, two 
loses), James decided to return to where he 
grew up and hopefully lead the Cavaliers to 
similar success.

It’s a win-win for both Cleveland and 
LeBron. The Cavs instantly become a 
championship threat and James can enjoy the 
peace and serenity we all experience when we 
return to familiar surroundings.

But if there was supposed to be a win-lose 
scenario in this transaction, it involved the 
Minnesota Timberwolves.

As part of the mega-singing – which joined 
James and budding superstar point guard 
Kyrie Irving – the Cavs also signed all-star 
double-double machine Kevin Love.

Now even though Love is a perennial all-
star and an every night 26-point, 12-rebound 
contributor, his Minnesota team had been a 
perennial loser.

If they were bad with him – you can 
probably imagine what the Minnesota fans 
think of their team’s outlook without him.

They’re going to jump ship and avoid this 
depleted team like the plague, right?

Wrong!
Ever since the trade that sent their superstar 

to join LeBron, the Minnesota fans have 
actually been flocking to the counter to snatch 
their season ticket packages.

Could it be that they haven’t heard that 
Love was traded?

Well, what the T-Wolves got in return for 
Love was the top pick in the draft, Andrew 
Wiggins; last year’s top pick in the draft, 
Anthony Bennett; and Thaddeus Young, who 
averaged 18 points and six rebounds for the 

Philadelphia 76ers last season.
That’s two very young potential stars and a 

proven 26-year-old, seven-year veteran.
With the guard tandem of Ricky Rubio, 

Kevin Martin and J.J. Barea, the Minnesota 
fans see something the rest of the country has 
not – a winner.

In fact, the team set a record last week for 
season ticket packages sold in a week.

Over 300 season packages were sold, 
breaking the previous weekly mark set in 2011 
when it was announced that Rubio would be 
joining the team.

It’s been 10 years since Minnesota has 
made the playoffs and it’s doubtful they’ll 
come close this coming season but the fans 
aren’t banking on a quick fix.

They see the potential for success in years 
to come.

It’ll be a lot of fun to see how far James, 
Love and Irving can take the Cavaliers this 
season.

But it will also be fun to see if the 
Timberwolves’ young guns can live up to the 
confidence the Minnesota fans are showing in 
them.

They better, because the only Love they 
have now is coming from the fans.



Comix
OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland
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Super Crossword
CALENDAR GIRL’S 

PLAYLIST
ACROSS

 1 “_ la Douce”
 5 Neighbor of 
Namibia
 11 “Futurama” genre
 16 Tour vehicle
 19 Eye drop
 20 Luvs product
 21 Turkic people
 22 Transfer _ (cell 
stuff)
 23 1972 Chicago hit
 26 Intent
 27 Is _ (has a 
penchant for)
 28 Pop music’s Bee -
 29 Isn’t correct
 30 _ Domingo
 32 Mischievous little 
laugh
 33 Soprano Sumac
 35 1986 Bangles hit
 37 “Take _ face 
value”
 39 Mohawk-sporting 
star
 41 Hardly happy
 42 Big ornate cabinet
 43 1999 David Bowie 
single
 48 Saw or heard
 49 Suffix with 
proverb
 50 “_ favor” (Spanish 
“please”)
 51 _ tide
 53 Owns
 54 Brick placer
 57 Douglas 

Hofstadter’s “_, 
Escher, Bach”
 59 Bird on a baseball 
cap
 63 Rank below brig. 
gen.
 64 Imbibing site
 66 1977 Johnny 
Cash song
 71 Asian portion of 
Turkey
 74 Scull propeller
 75 Neolithic time
 76 1960 Oscar-
winning Melina 
Mercouri song
 79 Cortés’ gold
 80 Rodeo lady
 81 Sweaters with high, 
snug collars, for short
 82 Ohio city
 84 Cautious
 86 _-cone
 89 ICU locale
 91 J-N link
 92 Rapper _ Wayne
 93 Pair
 97 1992 hit for the 
Cure
 103 Patriotic hymns
 105 Round geom. 
shape
 106 Stubbed digit
 107 Adopt-_ (shelter 
program)
 108 1967 Rolling 
Stones hit
 111 Lazy sort
 113 “_ tu” (Verdi 
baritone aria)
 114 Put icing on

 115 Vocalist Vikki
 116 “Wellaway!”
 119 Hardball” channel
 121 _ Dhabi 
(sheikdom)
 122 What there are 
songs for in this puzzle
 126 With 100-Down, 
cutting kitchen tools
 127 Fingerprint feature
 128 Edict
 129 Ex-governor 
Carlson
 130 Conclusion
 131 Derisive look
 132 Not asea
 133 Exam for jrs.

DOWN
 1 Critic’s words of 
high pr_ise
 2 “One soweth, and 
another -”: John 4:37
 3 Actor Walter
 4 Stuck in _
 5 Find the total
 6 American Falls 
locale
 7 Marvin of R&B 
music
 8 Andy Taylor’s kid
 9 Fisheye, e.g.
 10 Prado pieces
 11 Boat back
 12 Italian resort 
island
 13 Lake that feeds 
the Mississippi
 14 Quite a way
 15 Annoying
 16 Wave around 

threateningly
 17 Square inch, say
 18 Siberian sled 
dogs
 24 Singer Clark
 25 Bury one’s _ the 
sand
 31 Ever and _
 34 Livy’s 2,550
 35 _-jongg
 36 Bride’s title
 38 Duo + one
 40 Editor’s catch
 41 Secure by twisting
 44 Saxophonist 
David
 45 Scotch mixer
 46 Novelist Uris
 47 Has the guts
 52 Cornet valve
 54 Thom _ shoes
 55 High-caliber
 56 Bosnian, e.g.
 57 Seussian 
spoilsport
 58 _ dog’s life
 60 Lysol target
 61 Wool fat
 62 With 100-Down, 
surprising revelations
 65 Balm additive
 67 _ Noir (men’s 
cologne)
 68 Zoo pen
 69 Bacterial culture 
base
 70 Depend
 72 Vietnamese festival
 73 Request from
 77 Lenin’s land
 78 Annual: Abbr.

 83 Forget to use
 85 Scatting 
Fitzgerald
 86 Al Capone’s 
nickname
 87 Away from the city
 88 Away from the 
city, maybe
 90 Enterprise captain 
Jean-Luc
 92 Stead
 94 _ ed (gym class)
 95 Missives
 96 Aussie avian
 98 Initialism for a 
handyman
 99 Al Capone, for 
one
 100 See 126-Across 
or 62-Down
 101 Hanging-basket 
plant
 102 Airport kiosk 
printout
 104 Leave the 
country?
 109 GI orderer
 110 Alternative to a 
clothesline
 112 Fr. lady’s title
 116 Pro votes
 117 Scottish body of 
water
 118 Bushy ‘60s hairdo
 120 Barter
 123 Wine, in Nice
 124 City in central 
Oklahoma
 125 “_ Haw”
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Your good health By Keith Roach, M.D.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I am 26 years 
old, 6 feet, 3 inches tall and weigh 
290 pounds. About two years ago, 
I had chest pain and palpitations. I 
saw a cardiologist, who performed 
an echocardiogram. It showed 
mild LVH and mild pulmonary 
hypertension. I had multiple 
EKGs, and my doctor says I have 
a clean bill of health. Are any of 
the symptoms I have dangerous, or 
am I overreacting? – J.A.

Chest pain and palpitations – such 
as pounding, racing or fluttering 
heart – are common concerns that 
occasionally represent serious 
heart disease but often don’t. It’s 
estimated that the average person 
has 500 or so abnormal heartbeats 
a day, and these can be felt as 
palpitations. Chest pain should 
raise the concern for angina caused 
by heart blockages, but that would 
be extremely unusual in a 26-year-
old.

The concern I have in hearing 
about your echo results is that they 
could represent obstructive sleep 
apnea. Left ventricular hypertrophy 
(LVH) is the heart’s response 
to chronic stress, especially to 
elevated blood pressure, which is 
common in sleep apnea. Pulmonary 
hypertension has many causes, but 
in someone very overweight (your 
body mass index, BMI, is 36.2, 
where “obese” is defined as over 
30), I have to be concerned about 
chronic low oxygen to the lungs. 
There are many people with sleep 
apnea who aren’t diagnosed. I 
would recommend a sleep study. 
Certainly I recommend careful 
checking of your blood pressure, 
and weight loss.

Heart disease remains our No. 
1 killer. The booklet on clogged 
heart arteries explains why they 
happen and what can be done 
to prevent clogging. Readers 
can obtain a copy by writing: 
Dr. Roach – No. 101W, Box 
536475, Orlando, FL 32853-
6475. Enclose a check or money 
order (no cash) for $4.75 U.S./$6 
Canada with the recipient’s 
printed name and address. Please 

allow four weeks for delivery.

DEAR DR. ROACH: From a 
blood test, how can I tell if I 
am an insulin-dependent Type 
2 diabetic? For instance, what 
would my insulin or glucose 
readings have to be? Secondly, at 
what point would I have to start 
taking medications? – E.

Diabetes is diagnosed with any 
of the following: hemoglobin A1c 
of 6.5 percent or higher; fasting 
blood sugar of 126 or higher; 
blood sugar during a glucose 
tolerance test of 200 or greater 
at two hours; or random glucose 
of 200 or greater in someone 
with classic symptoms. In Type 
1 diabetes, insulin levels are very 
low, while in Type 2 they are 
normal or high.

Not everybody with diabetes 
needs medication. Many people 
with Type 2 diabetes can be 
well-controlled just with dietary 
modification and often weight 
loss, and almost everybody with 
diabetes can improve with a better 
diet. Medications usually are 
given if the A1c is much greater 
than 7 percent and if diet, exercise 
and weight loss efforts have been 
so far inadequate.

In addition, medication often 
can be stopped with better 
control through lifestyle. Insulin-
dependent Type 2 means just that 
– insulin is being used, along with 
lifestyle and often non-insulin 
medications.

Except in very rare instances, 
everyone with Type 1 diabetes 
needs insulin.

_______________________
Dr. Roach regrets that he is 
unable to answer individual 
letters, but will incorporate them 
in the column whenever possible. 
Readers may email questions 
to ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu. To view and order 
health pamphlets, visit www.
rbmamall.com, or write to P.O. 
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-
6475. (c) 2014 North America 
Synd., Inc. All Rights Reserved.



Social Security Q&A By Ray Vigil

September 11, 2014Page 8 West Texas County Courier

STRANGE
BUT TRUE
By Samantha Weaver

•  It was 19th-century Cuban 
poet and revolutionary 
Jose Marti who made the 
following sage observation: 
“Barricades of ideas are 
worth more than barricades 
of stones.”

•  When  you  think  of 
dangerous occupations, 
the jobs that immediately 
come to mind are probably 
firefighter and police officer. 
You might be surprised to 
learn, then, that in New 
York City, the fatality rate for 
garbage collectors is twice 
as high as it is for members 
of the NYPD.

•  A  pregnant  goldfish  is 
known as a twit.

•  The U.S. Open, which takes 
place at the end of summer 
every year, is one of the 
oldest tennis championships 
in the world, beginning in 
1881 with a men’s singles 
competition. The modern 
competition, of course, now 
includes men’s and women’s 
singles, men’s and women’s 
doubles and mixed doubles. 
That’s a lot of tennis – and 
a lot of balls. During the two 
weeks of the championship, 
approximately 70,000 tennis 
balls are used.

•  In  2012,  at  a  hospital 
in Ireland, twin girls set a 
Guinness World Record 
when they were born 87 days 
apart – and they confounded 
medical experts’ gloomy 
prognosis by both surviving.

•  If  you  make  a  serious 
study of Hungarian gypsies, 
you probably already know 
that you’re a tziganologist.

•  The flag of Ireland and the 
flag of Cote d’Ivoire are nearly 
identical, with vertical stripes 
of green, white and orange. 
There are only two minor 
differences: 1) The Irish flag 
has the green stripe on the 
left and the orange stripe on 
the right, while Cote d’Ivoire 
has the two colors reversed; 
and 2) the Irish flag is slightly 
longer.

Thought for the Day: “The 
object of war is not to die for 
your country but to make the 
other [poor slob] die for his.”

– Gen. George Patton

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Cancer is a terrible disease that, 
although sometimes beatable, can 
strike a blow to anyone unfortunate 
enough to face it. It is especially 
difficult to see children struck by 
cancer.

September is Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month, designated to 
bring attention to the types of cancer 
that largely affect children. About 
13,000 children under age 21 receive 
cancer diagnoses every year. About 
a quarter of them will not survive. 
Those who do will likely suffer with 
the disease for some time.

While Social Security cannot help 
with the cure, we can offer financial 
support to children with cancer—or 
any other severe disability.

If your child has cancer or 
another disabling condition, and 
if your family has low income and 
few resources, you may be able to 
get Supplemental Security Income, 
or SSI, for your child. If you are 
receiving retirement or disability 
benefits, your child may be eligible 
for Social Security disability 

Social Security can help disabled children
insurance when he or she turns age 
18 as a “Disabled Adult Child.” To 
receive SSI or disability insurance 
benefits, your child’s condition 
must be expected to last for at least 
12 continuous months or result in 
death.

For both Social Security and SSI, 
you will need to file an application 
for disability benefits. A good 
place to start is by visiting www.
socialsecurity.gov/disability and 
selecting the “Disability Starter Kit” 
under “Apply for Benefits.” There, 
you’ll find a “Child Disability 
Starter Kit” that includes a factsheet 
to answer your questions, a link 
to the “Child Disability Report” 
for you to complete, a checklist 
for your in-office interview with a 
Social Security representative, and 
a “Medical and School Worksheet.” 
A printable version of the “Child 
Starter Kit” is available.

Although going through the 
disability decision process and 
obtaining disability benefits may 
not help your child get well, the 

financial support can alleviate some 
of the stress. And the time to get 
started is now.

To learn more, view, print, or 
listen to an audio version of our 
publication, Benefits For Children 
With Disabilities by visiting www.
socialsecurity.gov.pubs.
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