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If you can laugh at it you can live with it.
— Quips & Quotes
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Sometimes a handful of patience is worth 
more than a bucket full of brains.

— Quips & Quotes

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier
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CANUTILLO – Two Northwest Early 
College High School seniors are among an 
elite group of students that were named Gates 
Millennium Scholarship recipients.

– Photo courtesy Canutillo ISD

COLLEGE FUNDS – Alexandria Holden, left, and Monique Davis, both seniors at 
Northwest Early College in the Canutillo Independent School District, are two of the just 
1,000 students from throughout the country to be named Gates Millennium Scholars. 
They will receive a substantial grant to help pay college tuition.

Holden, Davis named Gates scholars
By Gustavo Reveles Acosta

Special to the Courier

Alexandria Rosario Holden and Monique 
Gabriela Davis are among en elite group 
of students who were recognized by the 
scholarship program that was started by a $1 
billion grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

Only 1,000 minority students from 
throughout the United States are selected each 

year.
“Alexandria and Monique represent the 

very best of Northwest Early College, and 
those qualities are exactly what earned them 
this honor, said Principal Margarita Ramirez. 
“They have worked hard to earned their first 
college degree, and now they will receive 
the help they need to keep furthering their 
education.”

Holden and Davis have both earned 
associate’s degrees from El Paso Community 
College as part of their participation in the 
Canutillo Independent School District’s early 
college program. They are currently enrolled 
at the University of Texas at El Paso, even 
though they are still weeks away from finishing 
their high-school graduation requirements.

Alexandria is the daughter of Rosa and 
Christopher Holden. She hopes to become 
a physician and plans to study pathology at 
Baylor University in Waco, Texas.

Monique is the daughter of Rachel and 
Michael Davis. She also hopes to become a 
doctor and plans to enroll at Our Lady of the 
Lake University in San Antonio.

“Our goal is produce students that are 
college and life ready,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Pedro Galaviz. “Alexandria and Monique 
prove that our students are competing not just 
locally, but nationally.”

– Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

UNDER CONSTRUCTION – El Paso County’s newest annex offices should be completed by August. Commissioners Court recently 
approved two contracts for the Northwest annex building. One was $49,000 for cabling service and the other was for $76,000 for the 
phone system.

Northwest annex offices near completion

EL PASO COUNTY – El Paso County’s 
newest annex offices, located in the Upper 
Valley, should be up and running by the end 
of the summer, according to county reports.

The Northwest Building project in the 
Village of Vinton is expected to be completed 
in August at a cost of $2.6 million. The new 
17,270 square-foot annex (431 Vinton Road) 
will have space for the Sheriff’s Office, justice 
of the peace, constable, adult probation office, 
and the county attorney’s office.

The modern facility will make it easier for 
people to find all the services in one location, 
while the county will be saving money on 
rent, stated county officials recently.

“All those services are out there somewhere, 
but they’re spread out in rented facilities 
and the cost of those rented facilities is not 
cheap,” County Commissioner Pat Abeln 
stated during a recent commissioners’ court 
meeting. Abeln represents the county’s upper 
valley communities.

According to Abeln, the adult probation 
office will probably be the first to move in 
because the county recently terminated the 
lease for the probation department’s downtown 
office space after mold was found on the 
property. Although probation department 
employees are paid by the state, the county 
has the obligation to provide office space for 
them, county officials explained.

The county was paying about $7,500 a 
month in rent for the downtown offices. 
About 20 employees had to be relocated 

to other county offices because of the lease 
termination, according to county officials.

With the opening of the latest county 
annex- one was open in the county’s eastside a 
couple of years ago- the probation department 
will have the needed space for the displaced 
employees. It will also provide adequate space 
for the Sheriff’s Office Upper Valley substation, 
which is currently housed in the same building 
that the Village of Vinton City Hall uses.

Abeln stated that the new facility for the 
sheriff’s upper valley office was needed 
because the current substation is inadequate; 
it has no detention capability and does not 
provide facilities to do all the things that the 
Sheriff’s department needs to do. He added 
that the new annex will also put the justice of 
the peace and constable in an area where they 
do not have to pay rent.

San Eli
mayoral debate
Residents of San Elizario are invited to 
attend San Elizario High School’s first 
ever mayoral debate on Friday, May 2 
at 6 p.m. The debate will feature Carlos 
Guerrero, Paul Johnson Jr., and Maya 
Sanchez who are all running for the office 
of mayor of the recently incorporated 
City of San Elizario. The event is open to 
the public and will take place in the San 
Elizario High School auditorium. The 
campus is located at 13981 Socorro Rd., 
San Elizario, TX 79849. For information 
call 872-3970.

– Cynthia P. Marentes

Golf tourney
The Junior Woman’s Club of El Paso 
will be holding their 12th annual Spring 
Swing golf tournament the morning of 
Friday, May 9 at the Painted Dunes golf 
course. Tee off is at 8 a.m. with continental 
breakfast and sign in beginning at 7 a.m. 
Proceeds this year will benefit Mike 
Dee’s Big Adventure (Camp for Disabled 
Youth). For registration and sponsorship 
information please contact Grace at (915) 
494-2293. You may also email us at 
jwcelpaso@yahoo.com. Mike Dee’s Big 
Adventure is a non-profit organization 
focused on giving special needs children 
a vacation they will remember for the 
rest of their lives. With the assistance 
of Power 102 FM and members of 
the community, the “Big Adventure” 
orchestrates an annual trip to San 
Antonio, Texas for these extraordinary 
kids with disabilities to see places and do 
things they otherwise may never have the 
opportunity to experience.

– Beth Podol

Hair Wars
Camino Real Hotel (101 S. El Paso 
Street) will host El Paso’s first Hair 
Wars-The Supreme Salon Tour 
competition, beginning at 5 p.m., 
Sunday, May18. The event, which is 
presented by Windy City Media, is open 
to individuals 21 years and older. The 
Hair Wars tour has a 14-year history 
and is a nationally recognized salon 
competition where top local salons in 
each region have the opportunity to 
showcase their artistic side by featuring 
one-of-a-kind, extravagant creations 
down the runway. This year, the tour 
will travel through El Paso, Scottsdale, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, Vancouver and 
Calgary, Canada. The top three salons 
in each city will move on to the world 
finals in an international competition. 
The local event will begin with a pre-
game show, themed in black and white, 
presented by the Milan Institute of 
Cosmetology. Partial proceeds from 
the El Paso event will benefit the Rio 

Obesity is a problem 
for older Americans
The “obesity epidemic” has 
become one of the foremost 
issues of the 21st Century but 
the focus has been on overweight 
children. In fact, obesity is 
growing more prevalent among 
older Americans, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control. 
The CDC reports that more than 
35% of the 60-plus population is 
obese. But, says the Association 
of Mature American Citizens, 
the older we get the harder it is 
to stick to a diet. But there are 
a few simple measures we can 
take to avoid gaining weight 
and to start losing pounds. It’s a 
slow process, warns AMAC, but 
with a little patience and some 
determination, it can be done. Eat 
more fruits and vegetables. Drink 
more water. Limit alcohol intake. 
Minimize snacking. Forget the 
habit of three square meals a day 
and adopt the routine of eating 
four or five smaller meals. But 
don’t skip breakfast; it’ll only 
increase your sense of hunger as 
the day goes on.

– John Grimaldi

Your password
is incorrect
The guy kept forgetting his online 
passwords and so he changed them all to 
“incorrect” so when he tried and failed 
to sign on, the computer would prompt 
him with the message: your password 
is incorrect. But, password protection 
in the age of electronic transactions 
is no laughing matter, according to 
the Association of Mature American 
Citizens. The easier a password is 
to guess, the greater the risk that a 
hacker will be able to steal personal 
information, including credit card 
numbers, Social Security Numbers, 
bank account numbers and much more, 
warns AMAC. So don’t resort to “lazy” 
passwords such as the commonly 
used “password,” “00000000” and, of 
course, “12345678.” Many computer 
users store their passwords on post it 
notes within sight of their computers, 
according to the FBI. That’s a really 
bad idea. For example, store them in an 
obscure location that is not anywhere 
near your computer. And, when creating 
a password, use random letters and 
numbers, not birthdays, maiden names 
or favorite foods.

– John Grimaldi

EL PASO COUNTY – El Paso Electric 
(EPE) officials reported recently that 
construction is underway on the first phase of 
the Montana power plant near the intersection 
of Montana and Zaragoza streets in far-east El 
Paso County. The plant’s first two generating 
units are expected to be operating by summer 
of 2015.

The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) issued a greenhouse gas (GHG) permit 
for EPE’s four-unit natural gas burning 
Montana Power Station last spring, and it 
became effective after no appeals were filed 
prior to the expiration of the appeals period.

The issuance of the EPA permit allows 
EPE to stay on track to meet the growing 
needs of the communities it serves, stated 
EPE officials. EPA’s permit action follows 
the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality’s 2014 decision mandating that a 
separate permit be issued for emissions other 
than GHG.

In response to nearby neighborhood 
residents’ concerns about the GHG permit, 
EPA stated that the agency took into account 
that EPE, at its own initiative, undertook 
special efforts to reach resolution with 
community members including an agreement 
for ongoing community engagement through 
a citizen advisory panel.

The new units are designed to work in 
concert with the 107 megawatts (MW) of 

– Photo courtesy of First Solar Inc.

SUN POWER – El Paso Electric was attracted to the Macho Springs solar energy facility not only because it was the largest photovoltaic 
(PV) project in New Mexico but also because of its 0.0579 cent per kilowatt price for the 20-year power purchase agreement (PPA). 
First Solar Inc. of Tempe, AZ, is constructing the Macho Springs Solar Project, a 50 MW solar plant that is located on a 597-acre site 
in Luna County between Hatch and Deming, NM.

EPE combines natural gas, solar
energy resources for future needs

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

solar energy that is being added to EPE’s 
power grid by 2016.

As solar power prices decrease, it is 
becoming a more-attractive form of energy 
and EPE is taking advantage of it. EPE entered 
into a 20-year agreement to buy power from 
the 50 MW Macho Springs solar plant being 
built near Deming, New Mexico by First Solar 
Inc. (of Tucson, Arizona). It is New Mexico’s 
largest solar project.

According to EPE officials, the new solar 
facility, which is about the size of 300 football 
fields, will generate enough clean energy to 
power more than 18,000 homes. This project 
will also displace more than 40,000 metric 
tons of CO2, the equivalent of taking 7,500 
cars off the road, and will displace more than 
340,000 metric tons of water consumption 
annually in Southern New Mexico and West 
Texas, officials reported.

Macho Springs, along with three other New 
Mexico solar plants including one in Santa 
Teresa and an additional 10 MW solar plant 
that will be completed in El Paso by the end 
of the year, will expand total solar generation 
to 6 percent of EPE’s dedicated generation 
resources.

Earlier this year, EPE signed a 30-year 
agreement with Newman Solar LLC (owned 
by Colorado-based juwi solar Inc.) which is 
building the 10 MW solar energy facilities 
in Northeast El Paso next to EPE’s Newman 
Generation Station. The new installation is 
expected to go operational by the end of 2014 
and will provide power to an additional 3,800 
homes.

Also, plans are in the design stages for two 

utility-scale solar energy generating facilities 
that could add a combined maximum capacity 
up to 25 MW. The largest project, a 20 MW solar 
facility, would be located on approximately 218 
acres at the Fort Bliss Army post. The second 
project is a 3 to 5 MW solar facility that would 
be located on approximately 20 acres at EPE’s 
new Montana Power Station. The anticipated 
commercial operation date for both projects is 
targeted for the end of 2016.

While EPE’s solar portfolio is growing, 
the company still obtains most of its power 
from the Palo Verde nuclear power plant 
near Phoenix, which provides up to 633 MW 
of power, and from three El Paso natural 
gas-fueled power plants, which provide up 
to 1,023 MW. It also gets power from the 
Four Corners coal-fired power plant in New 
Mexico in which it has a seven percent part 
ownership.

“This combination of clean burning natural 
gas and solar generation will efficiently 
provide the power necessary to meet the 
anticipated growing needs of our region,” Tom 
Shockley, EPE’s Chief Executive Officer, told 
reporters recently.

EPE first began serving its customers 
in 1901. It was then known as the El Paso 
Electric Railway Company. Today, El Paso 
Electric is a regional electric utility providing 
generation, transmission, and distribution 
service to approximately 394,000 retail and 
wholesale customers in a 10,000 square 
mile area of the Rio Grande Valley in West 
Texas and Southern New Mexico. Its service 
territory extends from Hatch, New Mexico to 
Van Horn, TX.
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Aided by the Yale Law School 
Veterans Legal Service Clinic, a 
handful of Vietnam veterans with 
PTSD filed suit in U.S. District 
Court in Connecticut alleging that 
the military didn’t upgrade their 
discharges when it should have. 
Over the years, less than 5 percent 
of requests for upgrade have been 
given. 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
didn’t have a name back when 
these veterans were in Vietnam. 
That only came about in 1980. 
Various wars have called it “shell 
shock” and “combat exhaustion.” 
During the Vietnam War, they 
were calling it “stress response 
syndrome.” Doctors thought it 
was caused by “response” and 
would go away, and if it lasted 
too long, it must have been pre-
existing.

What no one took into 
consideration back then was 
that there was a reason for the 
behaviors of veterans with PTSD, 
which included being absent 
without leave, drug use, hyper-
vigilance, the inability to carry out 
duties, altercations and blackouts. 
Once PTSD had a name, and its 
symptoms and accompanying 
behaviors recognized, those 

undesirable discharges should 
have been upgraded for tens of 
thousands of veterans.

The veterans in the class-
action lawsuit all had been given 
other-than-honorable discharges, 
which has followed them since 
then, bringing a lack of correct 
medical care, unemployment, 
homelessness and damaged 
relationships, as well as years of 
anxiety.

This lawsuit is similar to a 2008 
lawsuit (Sabo vs. United States) 
that was filed for veterans who’d 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan. In 
those cases, veterans with PTSD 
only rated a 10 percent disability 
(when it should have been 50 
percent after 2002), and the 
veterans therefore were denied 
benefits. 

To read the lawsuit, search 
online for Case 3:14-cv-00260 
in the U.S. District Court in 
Connecticut.

_______________________
Freddy Groves regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his column 
whenever possible. Send email 
to columnreply2@gmail.com. (c) 
2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Vietnam vets file 
suit over PTSD

Job seekers in southern Doña 
Ana County and northwest El Paso 
County are invited to meet with 
more than 20 regional employers and 
career development organizations 
and get information about current 
job opportunities or job-placement 
assistance during the Doña Ana 
County Career & Resource Fair, 
which will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Thursday, May 15, at the 
Women’s Intercultural Center, 303 

Anthony, NM hosts career and resource fair
By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

Lincoln St., in Anthony, NM.
Individuals looking for 

employment will have access to 
employers seeking candidates 
in various disciplines including 
health care, telecommunications, 
hospitality and construction. Job 
seekers are encouraged to dress 
professionally, bring their resumes, 
and be prepared for on-site 
interviews.

“This job fair is open to the public 
and is designed to help connect folks 
with jobs and employment resources 
in southern Doña Ana County,” said 
co-organizer Raul Gonzalez of the 

Rio Grande Council of Governments. 
“In addition to bringing in top 
employers from the region, we 
will be providing resources for job 
seekers to assist them in preparing 
for their employment search.”

The job fair is hosted by the 
Women’s Intercultural Center in 
Anthony and is organized by the Rio 
Grande Council of Governments, 
Tierra del Sol Housing Corp., The 
City of Anthony NM, and the Office 
of U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich.

For more information call Raul 
Gonzalez at 533-0998 ext. 137, or 
send e-mail to raulg@riocog.org.

Mother’s Day is May 11. If you’re wracking your 
brain for ways to show your mom appreciation for 
all the sacrifices she made while raising you, here’s a 
thought: Why not offer to spend some time helping to 
sort through her financial, legal and medical paperwork 
to make sure everything is in order? 

While flowers and candy offer immediate gratification, 
I’ll bet your mom will truly appreciate the long-term 
value of getting her records in order now so that she – 
and you – will be able to take appropriate actions later 
on, should the need arise. 

Some of the areas you might want to organize 
include:

• Retirement income sources. Gather these documents 
so your mom will have a better idea how much income 
she’ll have available throughout retirement: 

1) Register your mom at mySocialSecurity (www.
socialsecurity.gov/myaccount) to gain access to 
personalized estimates of retirement, disability 
and survivors benefits, lifetime earnings records 
and estimated Social Security and Medicare taxes 
paid. 
2) You’ll also need your dad’s statement to determine 
any potential spousal or survivor benefits for which 
she might be eligible, so sign him up as well. 
3) Annual statements for pension, IRA, 401(k) 
or other retirement savings plans for which she’s 
eligible. (Check your dad’s statements too in case 
she’s eligible for spousal death benefits.)
4) Bank statements for checking, savings, money 
market and CD accounts.
5) Company stock and bond certificates, and 
statements for other investment accounts.

Outstanding debts. Also gather monthly statements 
and outstanding balances owed for major expenses 
including: home mortgage or other property loans, 
home equity loan or line of credit, car loan or lease, 
credit cards, medical bills and personal loans.

Other important documents. Your mom should have 
documents instructing how she’d like her affairs to be 
handled, both while she’s living and after death. Look 
for: 

• Medical, homeowner/renter, auto, life, disability 
and long-term care insurance policies.

• A will (and possibly a trust) outlining how she 
wants her estate managed after death.

• Durable power of attorney and health care proxy 
specifying who will make her financial and medical 
decisions if she becomes incapacitated. 

• Also, a living will tells doctors which medical 
treatments and life-support procedures she does or 
doesn’t want performed.

• Birth certificate, marriage license, Social Security 
card, funeral plans, safe deposit box information, etc.

• Contact information for professional service 
providers (doctors, pharmacy, lawyer, financial advisor, 
bank, insurance companies, etc.) Also give these 
providers your own contact information in case of 
emergencies.

Review these documents regularly and make updates 
whenever her situation changes. For example, make 
sure that designated beneficiaries for your mom’s will, 
life insurance and retirement plans accurately reflect 
her current wishes.

If you need help guiding financial discussions, Social 
Security has created a special website for women 
(www.ssa.gov/women) that provides information on 
retirement, disability and other issues – in English and 
Spanish. They also have a Retirement Estimator (www.
ssa.gov/estimator) that enters her earnings information 
from their records to estimate her projected Social 
Security benefits under different scenarios (age at 
retirement, future earnings projections, etc.) 

Another good resource is the Women’s Saving 
Initiative, a program jointly developed by Heinz Family 
Philanthropies, the Women’s Institute for a Secure 
Retirement (WISER) and Visa Inc. This program features 
a free book called “What Women Need to Know About 
Retirement,” which you can download as a PDF or audio 
file at www.practicalmoneyskills.com/resources.

If you need professional help, consult a licensed 
financial planner who can design a personalized 
retirement strategy. If you don’t know one, try the 
Financial Planning Association (www.plannersearch.
org).

________________________________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s financial education 
programs.

Help mom get organized for Mother’s Day

Veterans Post By Freddy Groves

What started as a pilot program 
at the University of South Florida 
in 2009 to help veterans make 
the transition from the military 
to academics now has expanded 
to VetSuccess centers on 94 
campuses across the country.

Part of the VetSuccess program 
includes having Department of 
Veterans Affairs vocational rehab 
counselors and a Vet Center 
coordinator right on the campus. 
Those counselors keep in touch 
with both VA Vet Centers and 
the other medical facilities where 
they can refer veterans for medical 
services and give help in applying 
for veterans benefits. 

The schools themselves are in 
favor of the arrangement and even 
provide space on the campus. 
The schools are chosen because 
of their proximity to other VA 
facilities, such as a regional 
offices, vocational rehab centers, 
employment services offices, 
medical centers or Vet centers. 
The fact that the pilot program has 
grown by to more than 90 schools 
in four years is a testament to its 
success.

If you’ve considered going back 
to school but haven’t because of 
your comfort level in a civilian or 
academic setting, call the counselors 
at your school of choice. Go in for a 
talk and see what types of help they 
can offer you. They’ll be able to 
walk you through the benefits you 
could get as a student. 

Ask about peer-to-peer 
counseling, and let them hook 
you up with veterans who’ve 
been where you are. You’ll be 
able to ask your questions and get 
advice about what steps you need 
to take to have the best chance of 
success.

For more info on the program 
call 1-800-827-1000. To get 
a head start on what kind of 
financial help you can get, go 
online to www.va.gov and search 
for education benefits.

_______________________
Freddy Groves regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his column 
whenever possible. Send email 
to columnreply2@gmail.com. (c) 
2013 King Features Synd., Inc.

VetSuccess on campus

Despite high-profile media 
attention, the odds of having your 
credit or debit card number stolen 
by crooks remains at historically 
low levels. That said, it’s always 
good to know what to do in case 
lightening does strike and someone 
fraudulently uses your card. Left 
unchecked, they might try to run up 
bills, drain your checking account 
or worse – steal your identity.

Here are actions to take if this 
happens to you.

First, contact the bank or credit 
union that issued your card. You’ll 
find a toll-free number on the back of 
your card, on your billing statement 
or at the company’s website. Close 
the compromised account and open 
a new one with a different account 
number. Change related passwords or 
PIN numbers and notify companies 
that have automatic payments tied 
to the closed account to make sure 
you don’t miss a payment. Also log 

all calls, letters and emails you have 
with your card issuer about the fraud 
– this will be helpful if you need to 
file a claim or police report.

Contact one of the three major 
credit bureaus, Equifax (888-766-
0008), Experian (888-397-3742) or 
TransUnion (800-680-7289), and 
place an Initial Fraud Alert on your 
credit file if you suspect you have 
been, or are about to be, a victim 
of identity theft. Whichever bureau 
you contact will notify the other 
two to do the same. If you wish, 
you can renew these fraud alerts 
each quarter, free of charge. If you 
determine that you actually have 
suffered identity theft, you can also 
file an Extended Fraud Alert, which 
will stay on your reports for seven 
years. 

Placing a fraud alert entitles 
you to one free credit report from 
each bureau. Although the alert 
makes it harder for someone to 

Take action if your credit card stolen
open new credit accounts in your 
name, it won’t necessarily prevent 
them from using existing accounts. 
That’s why it’s important to close 
compromised accounts and to 
carefully review your credit reports 
for errors, fraudulent activity, or 
suspicious credit inquiries from an 
unfamiliar source. Also be aware 
that posting a fraud alert could 
delay your own ability to obtain 
new credit. 

If you determine someone 
has stolen from your account or 
your identity has otherwise been 
compromised, file an identity theft 
report with the police. The Federal 
Trade Commission’s “Defend: 
Recover From Identity Theft” 
website contains step-by-step 
instructions for completing and 
filing the report with local, state and 
federal law-enforcement agencies 
(www.ftc.gov/consumer).

Also send copies of the report – 

by certified mail, return requested – 
to the credit bureaus and companies 
whose accounts were impacted. 
You can also file a complaint with 
the FTC, which will enter the 
information into a secure online 
database shared by thousands of 
civil and criminal law-enforcement 
authorities worldwide (https://www.
ftccomplaintassistant.gov).

Most card issuers provide “zero 
liability” coverage for unauthorized 
credit and debit card use when you 
promptly report the loss. Rules vary, 
so ask your bank or credit union for 
its policies.

Going forward, carefully monitor 
your monthly credit card and 
bank statements for fraudulent 

charges. To learn other good tips 
for protecting your personal and 
account information and preventing 
fraud, visit: 

• The National Cyber Security 
Alliance’s www.StaySafeOnline.
org.

• The FBI’s “Be Crime Smart” 
page (www.fbi.gov/scams-safety/
be_crime_smart). 

• Visa Inc.’s VisaSecuritySense 
(www.visasecuritysense.com), 
which contains tips on preventing 
fraud online, in stores and at ATMs, 
spotting deceptive marketing 
practices, and more.

_________________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s 
financial education programs.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TO ALL INTERESTED 

PERSONS AND PARTIES:
The West Texas County Courier office 
is closed.
The office will open again on Monday, 
October 20, 2014.

When disasters happen close to home or 
across the nation, the American Red Cross 
is there to provide shelter, food, lifesaving 
blood, emotional support, and other assistance 
to those in need.

 To enable the Red Cross to respond 
immediately to the needs of individuals and 
families impacted by disaster anywhere in the 
United States, regardless of cost, an American 
Red Cross Disaster Responder Program 
was established several years ago. The 
program consists of a select group of leading 
corporations that provide the highest level of 
support to American Red Cross preparedness 
and relief efforts.

A member of this critical responder 
program is ArcelorMittal. Located alongside 
Interstate-10 highway near the Rio Grande 
River in El Paso County’s Upper Valley, 
is ArcelorMittal’s Vinton steel mill, which 
produces more than 260,000 metric tons 
of steel using electric arc furnace (EAF) 
technology and rolls approximately 240,000 
metric tons of steel, according to ArcelorMittal 
Vinton officials.

ArcelorMittal Vinton currently has about 
350 employees and specializes in producing 
rebar for the commercial and industrial 
construction industries, as well as fabricated 
products, grinding balls and smooth rounds.

According to Penny Ledesma, Corporate 
Responsibility Manager for ArcelorMittal 
Vinton, the steel mill provides national 
leadership for disaster response by ensuring 
that the Red Cross can be on the scene of a 
disaster at a moment’s notice.

To bring awareness to the distaster relief 
efforts, ArcelorMittal facilities from across 
the country are partnering with their local Red 
Cross chapters to host events for employees 
and the greater community during September, 
which is National Preparedness Month, 
Ledesma stated.

“As ArcelorMittal employees, we are 
members of the Red Cross family, one of the 
largest humanitarian forces in the world,” 
Ledesma declared. As members, the steel 
mill’s workers are offered important benefits 
including access to an online training program, 
a suite of mobile apps that allows access to 

information on what to do before, during and 
after disasters and emergencies, and discounts 
when purchasing lifesaving products from the 
Red Cross store.

American Red Cross officials stated that 
they rely on the generous support of the 
disaster responder program partners because it 
allows them to prepare for the unexpected and 
respond immediately when an event occurs. 
By providing funding in advance to disaster 
relief, the responders’ program ensures that 
the Red Cross is able to sustain its mission and 
provide help to those affected by a disaster, 
Red Cross officials explained.

As one of the nation’s premier humanitarian 
organizations, the American Red Cross helps 
people in need throughout the U.S. and, in 
association with other Red Cross networks, 
throughout the world. Subsequently, its efforts 
depend on the many generous contributions 
of time, blood, and money.

America’s foremost charitable institution 
was founded by Clara Barton and a circle 
of her acquaintances in Washington, D.C. 
on May 21, 1881. Barton first heard of the 
Swiss-inspired global Red Cross network 
while visiting Europe following the Civil 
War. Returning home, she campaigned for an 
American Red Cross.

Today, supporters, volunteers and 
employees of the American Red Cross provide 
compassionate care in five critical areas: people 
affected by disasters in America; support for 
members of the military and their families; 
blood collection, processing and distribution; 
health and safety education and training; and 
international relief and development.

Members of the Red Cross Disaster 
Responders program are: Alcoa, ArcelorMittal, 
AstraZeneca, AT&T, AXA Foundation, 
Ball Corporation, Delta Air Lines, Farmers 
Insurance, Ford Motor Company, General 
Motors Foundation, H&M, H&R Block, 
Ingersoll Rand Foundation, Land O’Lakes, 
Inc., Marsh & McLennan Companies, MetLife 
Foundation, Morgan Stanley, New Balance 
Foundation, Northwestern Mutual and the 
Northwestern Mutual Foundation, Procter & 
Gamble Company, PuroClean, Residence Inn 
by Marriott, Ryder Charitable Foundation, 
Starbucks Coffee Company and Starbucks 
Foundation, State Street, Sunoco, The Clorox 
Company, T O Y O T A, UBS Americas, U.S. 
Bank, and Western Union Foundation.

Steel mill partners with
American Red Cross on disaster 
preparedness and relief efforts

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

To Advertise Call 852-3235
Archives: www.wtxcc.com
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Notice of General Election – Lower Valley Water District
Aviso de Elección General – Lower Valley Water District

 To the registered voters of the 
Lower Valley Water District:

A los votantes registrados de 
el Lower Valley Water District:

The Board of Directors of the 
Lower Valley Water District 
hereby gives not ice of an 
election to be held November 4, 
2014, for the purpose of electing 
three (3) Director Positions for 
the Lower Valley Water District 
Board.

La Mesa Directiva de el Lower 
Valley Water District da aviso 
que se llevara acabo una e/
eccion el dia 4 de Noviembre de 
2014 cone/ proposito de elejir 
dos (3) miembros de laMesa 
Directiva de el Lower Valley 
Water District.

On Election Day, voters 
must vote in their precinct 
where registered to vote. The 
POLLING PLACES designated 
below will be open from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on the day of 
election:

EI Diu de Eleccion, los 
volantes debertin volar en su 
precinlo donde esltin inscritos 
para volar. Los SITIOS DE 
VOTACION indicados abajo se 
abriran de 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. el dia 
de la elección:

Precinct/Precinto 158-5 
Horizon Heights

Elementary School
13601 Ryderwood Ave.
Horizon City, TX  79928

Precinct/Precinto 159
Sparks Community Center

12899 Sparks Dr.
El Paso, TX  79928

Precinct/Precinto 160
Hilley Elementary School

693 N. Rio Vista Rd.
Socorro, TX  79927

Precinct/Precinto  161 & 163
Robert R. Rojas

Elementary School
500 Bauman Rd.

Socorro, TX  79927

Precinct/Precinto 162
Socorro High School
10150 Alameda Ave.
Socorro, TX  79927

Precinct/Precinto 164
Escontrias Elementary School

205 Buford Rd.
Socorro, TX  79927

Precinct/Precinto 165
Camprestre Elementary 

School
11399 Socorro Rd.
Socorro, TX  79927

Precinct/Precinto 169
Carroll T. Welch

Intermediate School
14510 Mc Mahon Ave.

Horizon City, TX  79928

Precinct/Precinto 170-1,-2-3
Clint ISD Early

College Academy
13100 Alameda Ave.

Clint, TX  79836

Precinct/Precinto 171
Ann M. Garcia-Enriquez

Middle School
12280 Socorro Rd.
Socorro, TX  79927

Precinct/Precinto 172
Rio Valle Woman’s Club

521 Mike Maros St.
Clint, TX  79836

Precinct/Precinto 173

Tornillo Administration 
Building

19200 Cobb St.
Tornillo, TX  79853

Precinct/Precinto 180
Desert Wind PreK-8 School

1100 Colina De Paz Dr.
Horizon City, TX  79928

LOCATION OF POLLING 
PLACE FOR EARLY VOTING:

DIRECCION DE LA CASILLA 
ELECTORAL PARA VOTACION 
ANTICIPADA

Early voting by personal 
appearance will be conducted 
each weekday from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. at:

La votación en adelantada en 
persona se llevará a cabo de 
lunes a viernes, entre las 8:00 
de la mañana y las 5:00 de la 
tarde,  en:

Lower Valley Water District
1557 FM Rd

El Paso County
Clint, Texas 79836

Early voting by personal 
appearance will be conducted 
at all locations including mobile 
voting locations within El Paso 
County at which Early Voting 
is conducted by the County 
Elections Department beginning 
on Monday,  October 20, 2014 
and ending on Friday, October 
31, 2014.

Para votar anticipadamente 
puede acudir en persona de 
lunes 20 de octubre 2014 al 
viernes, 31  de octubre 2014, a 
cualquier centro de votaciones 
inclusive las casillas moviles 
del Condado de El Paso donde 
el Departamento de Elecciones 
del Condado realice votaciones 
anticipadas.

Applications for ballot by mail 
should be mailed to:

Las solicitudes para boletas 
que se votarán en ausencia por 
correo deberán enviarse a:

Javier Chacon
The County of El Paso
Elections Department

500 E. San Antonio, Rm  L115
El Paso, Texas  79901

Applications for ballots by mail 
must be received no later than 
the close of business on October 
24, 2014.

Las solicitudes para votar por 
correo deberán recibirse antes 
del término de horas hábiles el 
día 24 de octubre de 2014.

David Armstrong
Presiding Officer
Oficial que Preside

Issued this 5th day of September 
of 2014

Emitda esta 5 dia de septiembre 
de 2014

EXHIBIT A

November 4, 2014 
Early Voting Locations

Locaciónes para Votacíon 
Anticipada

October 20, 2014 -
October 31, 2014

Ann M. Garcia-Enriquez
Middle School
12280 Socorro Rod.
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Bassett Place
6101 Gateway West, #625

9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Canutillo Nutrition Center
7351 Bosque Rd.
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Canutillo Elementary
651 Canutillo Drive
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Carolina Rec. Center
563 N. Carolina Drive
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Clint ISD Early
College Academy
13100 Alameda Avenue
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Courthouse
500 E. San Antonio Ave.
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Lower Valley Water District
1557 FM Rd. 1110 Clint
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Marty Robbins Rec. Center
11600 Vista Del Sol Drive
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Oz Glaze Senior Center
13969 Veny Webb Drive
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Pavo Real Rec Center
9301 Alameda Ave.
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Pebble Village Center
10780 Pebble Hills Blvd., Ste. F
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Polly Harris Senior Center
650 Wallenberg Dr.
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Regency of El Paso
221 Bartlett Dr.
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Rogelio Sanchez Center
1331 N. Fabens
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sunrise Shopping Center
8500 Dyer Street, #56
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sun Valley Center
4525 Sun Valley Drive, #109
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Tornillo Admin. Bldg.
19200 Cobb St.
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Village of Vinton City Hall
436 E. Vinton Road
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Vista Estrella
Shopping Center
1830 George Dieter Dr., #103
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m

Zaraplex Center
1700 Zaragoza Road, #139
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

October 20 to 24, 2014
(Mon. - Fri.)

Regular Hours

20-24 de octubre, 2014
(lunes-viernes)
Horario Regular

October 25, 2014 (Sat.)
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

25 de octubre. 2014 (sabado)
7:00a.m.- 7:00p.m.

October 26, 2014 (Sun.)
12 (noon) - 5 p.m.

26 de octubre, 2014 (domingo)
12 p.m.-5:00p.m.

Oct. 27 to Oct. 31, 2014
(Mon. - Fri.)

7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

27-31 de octubre, 2014 
(lunes-viernes)

7:00a.m.- 7:00p.m.

ELECTION DAY
November 4, 2014

COURTHOUSE OPEN
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
ONLY FOR ADA and
65 YEARS OF AGE

and OLDER

(Subject to Change by the El 
Paso Elections Dept.)

(Sujeto a cambios por el 
Departamento de Elecciones 

del Condado de El Paso)

November 4, 2014
Early Voting Mobile 

Locations
Locaciónes Móviles para 

Votar Temprano

Monday, Oct. 20, 2014
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

South El Paso
Senior Center
600 S. Ochoa St.

Multipurpose Rec Center
9031 Viscount Blvd.

Good Samaritan Towers
7750 Lilac Way

Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2014
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

UTEP
Union East, 1st Floor
500 W. University Ave.

EPCC Rio Grande Campus
100 W. Rio Grande Ave.

Gary Del Palacio
Recreation Center
3001 Parkwood St.

Wednesday,
Oct. 22, 2014

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

UTEP
Union East, 1st Floor
500 W. University Ave.

EPISD Education Center
6531 Boeing Dr.

Ysleta Central Office
9600 Sims Dr.

Thursday, Oct. 23, 2014
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Region 19 Education Service 
Center
6611 Boeing Dr.

Ambrosio Guillen Veterans 
Home in El Paso
9650 Kenworthy St.
(8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.)

Ysleta Central Office
9600 Sims Dr.

Friday, Oct. 24, 2014
Location and Times

Hilos De Plata
Senior Center
4451 Delta Dr.
(8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.)

Jose Cisneros
Cielo Vista Library
1300 Hawkins Blvd.
(10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.)

Montana Vista Fire Rescue
13978 Montana Ave.
(9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.)

Saturday, Oct. 25, 2014

10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Dorris Van Doren
Regional Branch Library
551 Redd Rd.

Richard Burges
Branch Library
9600 Dyer St.
Gary Del Palacio
Recreation Center
3001 Parkwood St.
(8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.)

Sunday, Oct. 26, 2014
Noon (12 p.m.) – 5:00 p.m.

Jose Cisneros
Cielo Vista Library
1300 Hawkins Blvd.

El Paso Police Headquarters
911 N. Raynor St.

Mission Valley Regional 
Command Center
9011 Escobar Dr.

Monday, Oct. 27, 2014
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

EPCC Valle Verde Campus
919 Hunter Dr.
(9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.)

Multipurpose Rec Center
9031 Viscount Blvd.

Montana Vista
Community Center
14618 Greg Dr.

Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2014
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

El Paso City Hall
300 N. Campbell St.

Rae Gilmore Rec Center
8501 Diana Dr.
(8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.)

Montana Patrol Station
12501 Montana Ave.

Wednesday, 
 Oct. 29, 2014

Location and Times

Esperanza Acosta
Moreno Library
12480 Pebble Hills Blvd.
(10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.)

Nolan Richardson
Recreation Center
4435 Maxwell Ave.
(8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.)

EPCC Mission Campus
10700 Gateway East
(9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.)

Thursday, Oct. 30, 2014
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Clardy Fox Library
5515 Robert Alva Ave.

Jose Cisneros
Cielo Vista Library
1300 Hawkins Blvd.

Esperanza Acosta
Moreno Library
12480 Pebble Hills Blvd.

Friday, Oct. 31, 2014
10:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Memorial Park Library
3200 Copper Ave.

Judge Edward S.
Marquez Library
610 N. Yarbrough Dr.

Eastside Senior Center
3200 Fierro St.

WTCC: 10-16-14
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To the Registered Voters of 
Clint Independent School 
District:

A los votantes registrados 
de el Distrito Independiente 
Escolar de Clint:

Notice is hereby given that the 
polling places listed below will 
be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, November 4, 2014, 
for the purpose of electing 
four (4) Board of Trustees for 
said School District, to-wit: all  
four (4) trustees positions are 
Elected At-Large, by plurality 
vote, for a four (4) year term.

Se avisa que los centros de 
votación a continuación estará 
abiertos de 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 
el martes, 4 de noviembre, 
2014, con el propósito de 
elegir cuatro (4) Directivos 
de dicho distrito escolar, a 
saber: los cuatro (4) puestos 
de directivos serán elegidos 
por voto de pluralidad, por un 
período de cuatro (4) años de 
duración.

LOCATION OF POLLING 
PLACES FOR ELECTION 
DAY VOTING: (Election 
precincts or portions thereof, 
listed and located within the 
boundaries of the District).

UBICACIÓN DE LOS SITIOS 
DE VOTACIÓN PARA EL DÍA 
DE LA VOTACIÓN: (distritos 
electorales o partes de los 
mismos, de los que se indican 
y se encuentra dentro de los 
límites del distrito).

Polling Place No. 1
Precinct 167

Montana Vista Elementary 
School

3550 Mark Jason Drive
El Paso, Texas 79938

Polling Place No. 2
Precinct 127 & 166

Red Sands Elementary 
School

4250 O’Shea Boulevard
El Paso, Texas 79938

Polling Place No. 3
Precinct 168

Desert Hills Elementary 
School

300 North Kenazo Drive
El Paso, Texas 79928

Polling Place No. 4
Precinct 170

Clint ISD Early College High 
School Library

13100 Alameda Avenue
Clint, Texas 79836

Polling Place No.5
Precinct169

Carroll T. Welch Elementary 
School

14510 McMahon Ave
El Paso, Texas 79928

To the Registered Voters of 
Clint Independent School 
District:

A los votantes registrados 
de el Distrito Independiente 
Escolar de Clint:

Notice early voting by 
personal appearance shall 
be conducted for the period 
early voting is permitted or 
required by law. Early voting 
by personal appearance shall 
be conducted at the early 
voting polling locations, dates 
and hours of the day.

Aviso votación anticipada 

Notice of Trustees Election – Clint Independent School District
Aviso de para Eleciónes de Regentes – Distrito Escolar Independiente de Clint

mediante la comparecencia 
personal se llevará a cabo 
durante el período que se 
permite ó requerido por 
ley. Votación anticipada 
mediante la comparecencia 
personal se llevará a cabo en 
lugares designados votación 
anticipada electoral, fechas y 
horas del día.

Voting early by personal 
appearance will be conducted 
October 20, 2014 through 
October 31, 2014:

Voto por comparecencia 
personal se llevará a cabo 
20 de Octubre, 2014 al 31 de 
Octubre de 2014:

Early Voting Dates:

October 20, 2014 through 
October 31, 2014

 20 de Octubre 2014 al 31 de 
Octubre 2014

LOCATION OF POLLING 
PLACE FOR EARLY 
VOTING: (Election precincts 
or portions thereof, listed and 
located within the boundaries 
of the District, locations will 
be equally shared with other 
entities).

UBICACIÓN DE LUGAR DE 
VOTACIÓN ANTICIPADA: 
(distritos electorales o partes 
de los mismos, de los que se 
indican y se encuentra dentro 
de los límites del distrito, los 
lugares serán igualmente 
compartidos con otras 
entidades).

Clint ISD Early College 
Academy
Library

13100 Alameda Avenue
Clint, Texas 79836

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Oz Glaze Senior Center
13969 Veny Webb St

Horizon City, TX 79928
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Early voting by mail may be 
conducted, in addition to any 
manner permitted by law, 
address for Early Voting by 
mail:

Voto Anticipado por correo 
puede llevarse a cabo, además 
de cualquier forma permitida 
por la ley, la dirección de la 
votación anticipada por correo 
es:

El Paso County Department 
of Elections

500 E. San Antonio
Room L115

El Paso, Texas 79901
Attention: Javier Chacon

James R. Pendell
Presiding Officer
Oficial que Preside

Issued this 5th day of October 
2014

Emitda este día 5 de Octubre 
2014

EXHIBIT A

November 4, 2014 
Early Voting Locations

Locaciónes para 
Votacíon Anticipada

October 20, 2014 -
October 31, 2014

Ann M. Garcia-Enriquez
Middle School

12280 Socorro Rod.
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Bassett Place
6101 Gateway West, #625
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Canutillo Nutrition Center
7351 Bosque Rd.
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Canutillo Elementary
651 Canutillo Drive
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Carolina Rec. Center
563 N. Carolina Drive
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Clint ISD Early
College Academy
13100 Alameda Avenue
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Courthouse
500 E. San Antonio Ave.
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Lower Valley Water District
1557 FM Rd. 1110 Clint
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Marty Robbins Rec. Center
11600 Vista Del Sol Drive
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Oz Glaze Senior Center
13969 Veny Webb Drive
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Pavo Real Rec Center
9301 Alameda Ave.
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Pebble Village Center
10780 Pebble Hills Blvd., Ste. F
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Polly Harris Senior Center
650 Wallenberg Dr.
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Regency of El Paso
221 Bartlett Dr.
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Rogelio Sanchez Center
1331 N. Fabens
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sunrise Shopping Center
8500 Dyer Street, #56
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sun Valley Center
4525 Sun Valley Drive, #109
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Tornillo Admin. Bldg.
19200 Cobb St.
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Village of Vinton City Hall
436 E. Vinton Road
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Vista Estrella
Shopping Center
1830 George Dieter Dr., #103
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m

Zaraplex Center
1700 Zaragoza Road, #139
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

October 20 to 24, 2014
(Mon. - Fri.)

Regular Hours

October 25, 2014 (Sat.)
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

October 26, 2014 (Sun.)
12 (noon) - 5 p.m.

Oct. 27 to Oct. 31, 2014
(Mon. - Fri.)

7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

ELECTION DAY

November 4, 2014
COURTHOUSE OPEN
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
ONLY FOR ADA and
65 YEARS OF AGE

and OLDER

(Subject to Change by the 
El Paso Elections Dept.)

(Sujeto a cambios por 
el Departamento de 

Elecciones del Condado de 
El Paso)

November 4, 2014
Early Voting Mobile 

Locations
Locaciónes Móviles 

para Votar Temprano

Monday, Oct. 20, 2014
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

South El Paso
Senior Center
600 S. Ochoa St.

Multipurpose Rec Center
9031 Viscount Blvd.

Good Samaritan Towers
7750 Lilac Way

Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2014
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

UTEP
Union East, 1st Floor
500 W. University Ave.

EPCC Rio Grande Campus
100 W. Rio Grande Ave.

Gary Del Palacio
Recreation Center
3001 Parkwood St.

Wednesday,
Oct. 22, 2014

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

UTEP
Union East, 1st Floor
500 W. University Ave.

EPISD Education Center
6531 Boeing Dr.

Ysleta Central Office
9600 Sims Dr.

Thursday, Oct. 23, 2014
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Region 19 Education Service 
Center
6611 Boeing Dr.

Ambrosio Guillen Veterans 
Home in El Paso
9650 Kenworthy St.
(8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.)

Ysleta Central Office
9600 Sims Dr.

Friday, Oct. 24, 2014
Location and Times

Hilos De Plata
Senior Center
4451 Delta Dr.
(8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.)

Jose Cisneros
Cielo Vista Library
1300 Hawkins Blvd.
(10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.)

Montana Vista Fire Rescue
13978 Montana Ave.
(9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.)

Saturday, Oct. 25, 2014
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Dorris Van Doren
Regional Branch Library

551 Redd Rd.

Richard Burges
Branch Library
9600 Dyer St.

Gary Del Palacio
Recreation Center
3001 Parkwood St.
(8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.)

Sunday, Oct. 26, 2014
Noon (12 p.m.) – 5:00 p.m.

Jose Cisneros
Cielo Vista Library
1300 Hawkins Blvd.

El Paso Police 
Headquarters
911 N. Raynor St.

Mission Valley Regional 
Command Center
9011 Escobar Dr.

Monday, Oct. 27, 2014
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

EPCC Valle Verde Campus
919 Hunter Dr.
(9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.)

Multipurpose Rec Center
9031 Viscount Blvd.

Montana Vista
Community Center
14618 Greg Dr.

Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2014
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

El Paso City Hall
300 N. Campbell St.

Rae Gilmore Rec Center
8501 Diana Dr.
(8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.)

Montana Patrol Station
12501 Montana Ave.

Wednesday, 
 Oct. 29, 2014

Location and Times

Esperanza Acosta
Moreno Library
12480 Pebble Hills Blvd.
(10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.)

Nolan Richardson 
Recreation Center
4435 Maxwell Ave.
(8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.)

EPCC Mission Campus
10700 Gateway East
(9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.)

Thursday, Oct. 30, 2014
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Clardy Fox Library
5515 Robert Alva Ave.

Jose Cisneros
Cielo Vista Library
1300 Hawkins Blvd.

Esperanza Acosta
Moreno Library
12480 Pebble Hills Blvd.

Friday, Oct. 31, 2014
10:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Memorial Park Library
3200 Copper Ave.

Judge Edward S.
Marquez Library
610 N. Yarbrough Dr.

Eastside Senior Center
3200 Fierro St.

WTCC: 10-16-14
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NEWSBRIEFS

Sometimes a handful of patience is worth 
more than a bucket full of brains.

— Quips & Quotes

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

See BRIEFS, Page 5
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CANUTILLO – Two Northwest Early 
College High School seniors are among an 
elite group of students that were named Gates 
Millennium Scholarship recipients.

– Photo courtesy Canutillo ISD

COLLEGE FUNDS – Alexandria Holden, left, and Monique Davis, both seniors at 
Northwest Early College in the Canutillo Independent School District, are two of the just 
1,000 students from throughout the country to be named Gates Millennium Scholars. 
They will receive a substantial grant to help pay college tuition.

Holden, Davis named Gates scholars
By Gustavo Reveles Acosta

Special to the Courier

Alexandria Rosario Holden and Monique 
Gabriela Davis are among en elite group 
of students who were recognized by the 
scholarship program that was started by a $1 
billion grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

Only 1,000 minority students from 
throughout the United States are selected each 

year.
“Alexandria and Monique represent the 

very best of Northwest Early College, and 
those qualities are exactly what earned them 
this honor, said Principal Margarita Ramirez. 
“They have worked hard to earned their first 
college degree, and now they will receive 
the help they need to keep furthering their 
education.”

Holden and Davis have both earned 
associate’s degrees from El Paso Community 
College as part of their participation in the 
Canutillo Independent School District’s early 
college program. They are currently enrolled 
at the University of Texas at El Paso, even 
though they are still weeks away from finishing 
their high-school graduation requirements.

Alexandria is the daughter of Rosa and 
Christopher Holden. She hopes to become 
a physician and plans to study pathology at 
Baylor University in Waco, Texas.

Monique is the daughter of Rachel and 
Michael Davis. She also hopes to become a 
doctor and plans to enroll at Our Lady of the 
Lake University in San Antonio.

“Our goal is produce students that are 
college and life ready,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Pedro Galaviz. “Alexandria and Monique 
prove that our students are competing not just 
locally, but nationally.”

– Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

UNDER CONSTRUCTION – El Paso County’s newest annex offices should be completed by August. Commissioners Court recently 
approved two contracts for the Northwest annex building. One was $49,000 for cabling service and the other was for $76,000 for the 
phone system.

Northwest annex offices near completion

EL PASO COUNTY – El Paso County’s 
newest annex offices, located in the Upper 
Valley, should be up and running by the end 
of the summer, according to county reports.

The Northwest Building project in the 
Village of Vinton is expected to be completed 
in August at a cost of $2.6 million. The new 
17,270 square-foot annex (431 Vinton Road) 
will have space for the Sheriff’s Office, justice 
of the peace, constable, adult probation office, 
and the county attorney’s office.

The modern facility will make it easier for 
people to find all the services in one location, 
while the county will be saving money on 
rent, stated county officials recently.

“All those services are out there somewhere, 
but they’re spread out in rented facilities 
and the cost of those rented facilities is not 
cheap,” County Commissioner Pat Abeln 
stated during a recent commissioners’ court 
meeting. Abeln represents the county’s upper 
valley communities.

According to Abeln, the adult probation 
office will probably be the first to move in 
because the county recently terminated the 
lease for the probation department’s downtown 
office space after mold was found on the 
property. Although probation department 
employees are paid by the state, the county 
has the obligation to provide office space for 
them, county officials explained.

The county was paying about $7,500 a 
month in rent for the downtown offices. 
About 20 employees had to be relocated 

to other county offices because of the lease 
termination, according to county officials.

With the opening of the latest county 
annex- one was open in the county’s eastside a 
couple of years ago- the probation department 
will have the needed space for the displaced 
employees. It will also provide adequate space 
for the Sheriff’s Office Upper Valley substation, 
which is currently housed in the same building 
that the Village of Vinton City Hall uses.

Abeln stated that the new facility for the 
sheriff’s upper valley office was needed 
because the current substation is inadequate; 
it has no detention capability and does not 
provide facilities to do all the things that the 
Sheriff’s department needs to do. He added 
that the new annex will also put the justice of 
the peace and constable in an area where they 
do not have to pay rent.

San Eli
mayoral debate
Residents of San Elizario are invited to 
attend San Elizario High School’s first 
ever mayoral debate on Friday, May 2 
at 6 p.m. The debate will feature Carlos 
Guerrero, Paul Johnson Jr., and Maya 
Sanchez who are all running for the office 
of mayor of the recently incorporated 
City of San Elizario. The event is open to 
the public and will take place in the San 
Elizario High School auditorium. The 
campus is located at 13981 Socorro Rd., 
San Elizario, TX 79849. For information 
call 872-3970.

– Cynthia P. Marentes

Golf tourney
The Junior Woman’s Club of El Paso 
will be holding their 12th annual Spring 
Swing golf tournament the morning of 
Friday, May 9 at the Painted Dunes golf 
course. Tee off is at 8 a.m. with continental 
breakfast and sign in beginning at 7 a.m. 
Proceeds this year will benefit Mike 
Dee’s Big Adventure (Camp for Disabled 
Youth). For registration and sponsorship 
information please contact Grace at (915) 
494-2293. You may also email us at 
jwcelpaso@yahoo.com. Mike Dee’s Big 
Adventure is a non-profit organization 
focused on giving special needs children 
a vacation they will remember for the 
rest of their lives. With the assistance 
of Power 102 FM and members of 
the community, the “Big Adventure” 
orchestrates an annual trip to San 
Antonio, Texas for these extraordinary 
kids with disabilities to see places and do 
things they otherwise may never have the 
opportunity to experience.

– Beth Podol

Hair Wars
Camino Real Hotel (101 S. El Paso 
Street) will host El Paso’s first Hair 
Wars-The Supreme Salon Tour 
competition, beginning at 5 p.m., 
Sunday, May18. The event, which is 
presented by Windy City Media, is open 
to individuals 21 years and older. The 
Hair Wars tour has a 14-year history 
and is a nationally recognized salon 
competition where top local salons in 
each region have the opportunity to 
showcase their artistic side by featuring 
one-of-a-kind, extravagant creations 
down the runway. This year, the tour 
will travel through El Paso, Scottsdale, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, Vancouver and 
Calgary, Canada. The top three salons 
in each city will move on to the world 
finals in an international competition. 
The local event will begin with a pre-
game show, themed in black and white, 
presented by the Milan Institute of 
Cosmetology. Partial proceeds from 
the El Paso event will benefit the Rio 

“The Dean Martin Show” used 
to have a novel way of introducing 
guests.

“Dean was famous for not 
wanting to work too hard… it was 
part of his charm,” a gentleman 
remarked to me during an elevator 
ride. He saw I had a copy of “Dean 
and Me” by Jerry Lewis, and said 
he was one of the show’s producers 
once upon a time.

“He would come in one day and 
shoot half of the season’s shows over 
the course of about eight hours… so 
we would have to get all the scripts 
prepared, have all the entertainers 
ready to go that day, and it wasn’t 
always easy. Sometimes we’d be 
running around the back lots of the 
studio, grabbing any celebrity we 
could get our hands on and taking 
them right over, while we were 

A sporting view By Mark Vasto
shooting!

“We’d put them behind the 
door of Dean’s ‘bachelor pad’ set, 
and he would open it and act all 
surprised by who was on the other 
end, only it wasn’t an act… he 
was really surprised. We would 
pray he would recognize the 
other person, but he always did, 
thankfully.”

The story checks out, but it 
doesn’t really matter… it’s all part 
of Hollywood lore, and besides, 
everyone has that “elevator story” – 
the time the door opened to reveal 
a sports star or celebrity or rich 
investor, etc. Here’s one that may or 
may not have happened:

The elevator door of a Los 
Angeles hotel opens to reveal a 
stocky man with a golden coiff in 
a white turtleneck and navy-blue 
sport jacket. The two young, long-
haired men – one of them swigging 
from a beer bottle – immediately 
recognize him as the 51-year-old 
owner of the New York Yankees, 
George Steinbrenner. The Yankees 
have lost three straight games to the 
Dodgers in the World Series, and the 
guy wearing the Dodger hat decides 
to get fresh.

“The Yankees are a bunch of 
chokers,” he chuckles. “And they 
play for a bunch of animals in New 
York.”

“[Bleep] you, buddy,” 
Steinbrenner cracks from the side 
of his mouth, not making eye 
contact. The guy with the bottle 
cheapshots him, wacking him in the 
head with it. Enraged, Steinbrenner 

reels around and clocks him in the 
mouth with a left uppercut. As he 
crumbles to the floor, Steinbrenner 
throws two right hooks to the 
other miscreant’s face. He hits the 
deck, too. Steinbrenner tidies up 
his jacket and hair and walks out 
into the lobby to meet his wife for 
dinner, leaving the two wallowing 
in a pool of blood and cracked 
teeth… but only after he has a 
press conference to show his arm 
in a cast.

“There are two guys in this town 
looking for their teeth,” Steinbrenner 
said.

Funny thing is, we’re still looking 
for those guys. They’ve never been 
heard from again. Looks like they 
were the real quitters after all.

________________________
Mark Vasto is a veteran sportswriter 
who lives in Kansas City. (c) 2013 
King Features Synd., Inc.

The elevator story

With the Major League Baseball playoffs 
in full swing it’s nice to speculate on which 
team will emerge as this year’s World Series 
champ.

But as the playoffs proceed I would be 
remiss if I didn’t pay a small tribute to a 
baseball player who is nowhere near the 
postseason.

With five World Series rings, I don’t think 
anyone is feeling sorry for Derek Jeter and his 
Yankees, who are watching the playoffs on 
TV like the rest of us.

But what I think all true sports fans are a 
little dejected about is the fact that we’ll no 
longer get to experience what Jeter brought to 
the game both on and off the field.

After 20 seasons of playing in the Bronx, 
Jeter called it a career.

And as if all of his accomplishments weren’t 
enough, “the captain” rose to the occasion a 
couple more times before hanging it up.

As if a guy named Spielberg or Scorsese or 
Howard mailed in the script, Jeter singled in 

Derek Jeter – a classy professional athlete, role model
the winning run in the bottom of the ninth to 
win his final game in Yankee Stadium.

Jeter would also come through in his final 
big league at bat in Boston on the final day of 
the season.

Jeter singled in a run before being taken 
out of the game for a pinch runner in front 
of thousands of appreciative Red Sox fans 
standing in unison.

Now this isn’t the first time a player has 
ended his career in front of a New York City 
or Boston crowd so why all the love, emotion 
and respect?

Every decade or so a player comes around 
that transcends sports in a way that kind of 
captures how you pictured the game when 
you were a little kid.

These special players play the game and 
conduct their lives the way you thought all 
your heroes did.

Of course, all of us kids eventually grow up 
to realize those kind of players, and people, 
just don’t exists anymore.

Ah but they do.
Sometimes players like Cal Ripkin Jr. and 

Tony Gwynn and Peyton Manning and David 
Robinson and Mariano Rivera and Grant Hill 

and Jason Witten and Calvin Johnson and J.J. 
Watt and Russell Wilson and Roger Federer 
come around and remind us that despite all 
the bad news the media finds so sexy – sports 
is littered with good people.

But sometimes an athlete comes around 
who distinguishes himself among the very 
best.

Jeter wasn’t ever the best athlete on the field. 
He wasn’t the biggest, strongest or fastest, but 
he may have always been the coolest and the 
smartest.

He wasn’t the best at anything, but he was 
very good at everything.

It seemed like every single time the Yankees 
needed something special to spark the team, 
it was inevitably Jeter who would make the 
catch or get the hit or steal the base.

His clutch plays are so legendary that he 
has two nicknames, “Captain” and “Mr. 
November.”

But even more than the way he played the 
game on the field was the way he respected 
it.

Sometimes a player is considered special 
by the things he never did.

He never showed up the other team. He 

never liked to talk about himself. He never 
failed to hustle on every play. He never 
got into trouble with the law. He never 
had to apologize about doing something 
stupid and he never put himself ahead of 
the team.

The news surrounding every sport always 
seems to be riddled with stories about infidelity 
and drug arrests and weapons charges and 
theft and PEDs and sexual assaults and 
domestic abuse and anything else negative 
under the sun.

Men like Derek Jeter come around to 
remind us of the other untold stories about 
honor and respect and selflessness and work 
ethic and reliability and loyalty.

Watching a Yankees game next season 
will seem awfully weird without #2 standing 
in the infield. It’ll certainly feel like there’s 
something missing.

There is.
Though they’re still out there, the numbers of 

Derek Jeter-like role models are dwindling.
Maybe there are young players out there 

who saw the way Jeter conducted himself 
through his final season and say to themselves, 
“I want to live my life like that guy.”



Your good health By Paul G. Donohue, M.D.
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Super Crossword
NETTLE DETECTOR

ACROSS
 1 Evil spirits
 7 Avoidance of 
reality
 15 Words before 
“war” or “God”
 20 Leaning type
 21 Personal 
magnetism
 22 Benton of “Hee 
Haw”
 23 Solitary ivory-
painted finger part?
 25 Spring (from)
 26 Twice penta-
 27 12:00 in the 
daytime
 28 Place for a 
headphone
 29 Words after many 
book titles
 30 Singer DiFranco
 31 Poisonous 
evergreen
 32 What a 
woodpecker is?
 35 Bellybutton type
 37 China’s Zhou
 39 Pigs’ place
 40 Be thrifty
 41 Armstrong and 
Diamond riding bikes?
 45 Ending for form
 47 Took charge
 48 Haifa native
 49 Abrupt increase
 52 Putting chips in 
up front

 55 Cathedral next 
to the University of 
Oklahoma?
 61 Brit’s lav
 62 Novelist Charles
 65 Weapon fill
 66 State in southwest 
India
 67 Gaunt
 69 Albacore got 
ready to pray?
 72 CVI halved
 73 Bassett of 
“Malcolm X”
 76 Official plural of a 
popular Toyota hybrid 
model
 77 Flutie and 
Henning
 80 Sketch show 
since ‘75
 81 Library patron 
creating less clutter?
 84 Warms up, as 
leftovers
 86 Relative of Ltd.
 87 Not shown on TV, 
e.g.
 90 Sore
 93 Tow-offering org.
 94 Seamster imitated 
a horse?
 100 Bullfight bravos
 102 Joanne of “Wagon 
Master”
 104 Court staff 
member
 105 British singer 
Lewis

 106 Skills needed for 
a business workplace?
 109 Actress Longoria
 111 Sneaking
 112 Old town shouters
 113 _-mo
 114 Kismet
 116 Swedish auto
 117 Salon tint
 118 Occurrence of 
events not quite eerily 
at the same time?
 122 Blissful sites
 123 Neckerchief
 124 Given for a time
 125 Colas, e.g.
 126 Obliquely
 127 Pricey violins

DOWN
 1 Scorn
 2 Aigner of fashion
 3 Composer Henry
 4 “Three Sisters” 
sister
 5 Not a one
 6 View
 7 Cavern comeback
 8 Tibia’s place
 9 Meowing pet
 10 Form of “be”
 11 Disinfectant 
ingredient
 12 Singer Hayes
 13 Silly smiles
 14 Bad, to Yves
 15 Go out with _
 16 Locust trees
 17 Petty

 18 Set eyes on
 19 Dealt with, as a 
difficult question
 24 “Incredible!”
 29 “Has fortune 
smiled on you yet?”
 31 Private aye?
 32 Calvin _
 33 Not, to Scots
 34 “Who can _ to?”
 36 Tennis’ Nastase
 37 Ovine female
 38 Oilers’ gp.
 42 Writer Sarah _ 
Jewett
 43 Pester a lot
 44 Tallied a total
 46 Tennis’ Arthur
 50 Painter Veronese
 51 Catapult
 52 Composer Berg
 53 Nary a person
 54 Fiji neighbor
 56 Jack of old films
 57 Only U.S. pres. to 
resign
 58 Mrs. Mikhail 
Gorbachev
 59 Singer Black
 60 Welcomes
 63 Super-_
 64 Fascinated
 68 Legendary snow 
beast
 70 Assist
 71 Shroud site in 
Italy
 74 “Havana” actress 
Olin

 75 Skee-Ball locales
 78 “The Hoax” star 
Richard
 79 Aussie lass
 82 Ayn Rand hero 
Howard
 83 Precepts
 85 Leg up
 88 Fish-fowl link
 89 Bible boat
 90 Freeloads
 91 Tenor Kraus
 92 Stated the 
meaning of
 95 Honda models
 96 Type
 97 Cry of praise
 98 Intertwisted
 99 Couches for 
sleeping
 101 Earth tone
 103 Dethrone
 107 Grossly dull
 108 TV’s Stewart
 109 End-of-list abbr.
 110 Face hiders
 114 Literary Huck
 115 Biol. branch
 116 Burn painfully
 118 Pistons’ org.
 119 Ripken of 
baseball
 120 “Step _ crack…”
 121 Umlaut part
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DEAR DR. DONOHUE: I have a 
yearly checkup with a number of 
blood tests. All has been well for 
a number of years, except for my 
HDL cholesterol. I am a 62-year-
old woman, and my HDL has 
hovered around 39. I watch my 
diet carefully, exercise daily and 
have taken and am still taking 
niacin, but the HDL refuses to 
budge. My total cholesterol and 
LDL cholesterol are fine. What 
should I do? – L.Y.

HDL cholesterol is the so-called 
good cholesterol. It’s believed to 
remove cholesterol from the walls 
of arteries and take it to the liver 
for disposal. For women, HDL 
cholesterol ought to be 50 mg/dL 
(1.3 mmol/L) or higher. For men, 
the target is 40 (1.04) or higher.

British researchers have 
punctured the HDL balloon. 
They say that HDL cholesterol 
doesn’t protect the heart and that 
its benefits have been greatly 
overblown.

HDL is a complicated 
substance, composed of a variety 
of components, each having 
different and often opposing 
effects. The full extent of how 
it figures into artery-hardening 
and heart disease hasn’t been 
completely explained.

If you were my patient, I’d tell 
you to forget your HDL cholesterol. 
You’ve done everything you can 
to raise it, but it hasn’t budged. 
More importantly, your total 
cholesterol and bad cholesterol, 
LDL cholesterol, are at favorable 
levels. The main attention should 
be directed to these cholesterol 

components. If your doctor hasn’t 
said you need to be strict about 
HDL cholesterol, don’t pay so 
much attention to it.

DEAR DR. DONOHUE: I had a 
persistent cough. My primary-
care physician thought I was 
allergic to Old Spice aftershave 
lotion, so my husband stopped 
using it, to no avail. Then she 
thought it might be acid reflux, 
and put me on medicine that 
did nothing. She sent me to a 
specialist, who took chest X-rays 
and all that good stuff. He gave 
me a cough medicine with a 
tiny bit of codeine in it. He said 
my cough would stop shortly. 
It didn’t. He sent me to an ear, 
nose and throat doctor. The first 
question he asked was what the 
humidity of our house was. It 
runs around 40 percent to 45 
percent. He told me to get it up 
to 50 percent to 75 percent. We 
did, and my cough left in four 
days. It took three years and four 
doctors before I learned what 
was really wrong. I hope you can 
pass this along to the person with 
a chronic cough. – R.G.

A dry environment is not often 
thought of as a cause of cough. 
I’m happy the ENT doctor gave 
you and me the tip. The three 
major causes of a persistent cough 
are asthma, postnasal drip and 
gastroesophageal reflux disease 
(heartburn). R.G has alerted us to 
think of other possibilities.

_______________________
(c) 2013 North America Synd., 
Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Comix
OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

CryptoQuip
Answer

I suppose felonies
committed during

Congressional sessions are
called Capitol offenses.

10th Annual Canutillo
Heights Garage Sale

Saturday, October 18.
7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Over 25 households!

Near the Outlet Mall at
S. Desert Rd./Los Mochis/Doniphan.
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STRANGE
BUT TRUE
By Samantha Weaver

• One of the former 
Duchesses of Windsor, when 
asked to reveal the secret 
to a long and happy life, 
replied, “Fill what’s empty, 
empty what’s full and scratch 
where it itches.”

• You might be surprised 
to learn that Italians spend 
more time on social media 
than people of any other 
nationality.

• In medieval times in Great 
Britain, those accused of 
a crime could prove their 
innocence (or guilt) in trial 
by battle. This law was 
unused and nearly forgotten 
for centuries. Then, in 1817, 
a man named Abraham 
Thornton was charged with 
murder in the death of a 
young woman named Mary 
Ashford. The evidence 
against Thornton was 
nearly overwhelming, but he 
claimed the right to trial by 
battle against his accuser. 
Since the law was still on the 
books, the court decided it 
had no choice but to grant his 
request. Thornton’s accuser 
was William Ashford, the 
victim’s brother, but since 
he declined to appear on the 
field of battle, Thornton was 
freed. Shortly thereafter, 
trail by battle was officially 
abolished in the country.

• Cats can bark, too. 

• With 1.45 million lightning 
strikes per year, Florida 
experiences more lightning 
than any other state in the 
country. Central Florida is 
unofficially known as the 
Lightning Capital of the 
World.

• If you’re like 70 percent 
of Americans, you hate the 
idea of your parents moving 
in with you, according to a 
recent survey. However, if 
those survey respondents 
had to have one parent 
move in with them, two out 
of three would choose Mom 
over Dad. 

Thought for the Day: “I’ve 
learned that people will 
forget what you said, people 
will forget what you did, but 
people will never forget how 
you made them feel.”

– Maya Angelou

(c) 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Kids and kids at heart look forward 
to the end of October, when we 
use tricks and treats in equal 
measure to celebrate Halloween. 
No doubt, you’ll be passing out 
treats to costumed hobgoblins and 
hooligans in your neighborhood 
this Halloween night. But be careful 
that you’re not fooled by a different 
kind of trickster looking for a larger 
handout – such as your identity. 
October also is Crime Prevention 
Month and National Cyber Security 
Awareness Month. So it is the perfect 
time to remind you to safeguard 
your personal information – whether 
it’s online, on paper, or given out in 
person. Don’t share your personal 
information, such as your full name, 
date of birth, mother’s maiden 
name, and your Social Security 

number, with anyone unless you are 
certain it is safe. Shred paperwork 
that includes personal information 
before throwing it out. And never 
reply to emails claiming to be from 
Social Security and asking for such 
information. Finally, don’t carry 
your Social Security card or number 
with you. These tips should help 
reduce your risk of identity theft.
Identity theft is one of the fastest-
growing crimes in America. If you 
think you’ve been the victim of an 
identity thief, you should contact the 
Federal Trade Commission at www.
ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft. 
Or you can call 1-877-IDTHEFT 
(1-877-438-4338); TTY 1-866-653-
4261. 
Learn more about identity theft by 
reading our publication, Identity 

Theft And Your Social Security 
Number, available at www.
socialsecurity.gov/pubs. 
Be cautious of tricksters trying to 
steal more than a sack of candy. 
Being the victim of identity theft 
can be horrifying. Enjoy the treats, 
but avoid the tricks.

Trick, don’t treat cyber thieves

Q: I pay my monthly premium 
directly to my Medicare prescription 
drug plan provider. Why can’t I also 
pay my income-related monthly 
adjustment amount directly to my 
Medicare prescription drug plan 
provider?

A: By law, we must deduct 
your income-related monthly 
adjustment amount from your 
Social Security payments. If the 
amount you owe is more than 

the amount of your payment, or 
you don’t get monthly payments, 
you will get a separate bill from 
another federal agency, such 
as the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services or the Railroad 
Retirement Board. Read our 
publication, Medicare Premiums: 
Rules for Higher-Income 
Beneficiaries, for an idea of what 
you can expect to pay. You’ll find 
it at www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs.
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Social Security Q&A By Ray Vigil STRANGE
BUT TRUE
By Samantha Weaver

• It was way back in the 17th 
century when noted Scottish 
scholar Patrick Young 
made the following sage 
observation: “The trouble 
with weather forecasting is 
that it’s right too often for us 
to ignore it and wrong too 
often for us to rely on it.”

• About once a week, a frog 
will shed its skin. Then eat 
it.

• If you’ve watched many old 
Westerns, you’ve doubtless 
seen Native Americans 
scalping their enemies. 
You probably don’t realize, 
though, that the brutal 
practice didn’t originate with 
the Indians. When the Dutch 
and English settlers were 
trying to clear out the natives, 
they were paid a bounty 
for each scalp they brought 
back. The Native Americans 
adopted the practice only 
after the Europeans’ arrival 
on the continent.

• The country’s first 
pizzeria opened in 1895 in, 
unsurprisingly, New York 
City.

• Those who study such 
things say that 70 percent of 
Americans have visited either 
Disneyland, in California, or 
Disney World, in Florida. 

• If you want to have an 
especially memorable – and 
chilly – vacation, consider 
heading to Finnish Lapland. 
There, more than 150 
miles north of the Arctic 
Circle, you can stay at the 
Kakslauttanen Hotel. The 
quarters aren’t luxurious, 
but the sights are amazing. 
All the accommodations 
are geodesic glass igloos, 
offering amazing views of 
the aurora borealis.

• Are you a snollygoster? If 
so, you’re shrewd, which isn’t 
a bad thing, but you’re also 
rather lacking in principles.

• When Andrew Jackson 
was running for president in 
1828, his opponents called 
him a stubborn jackass. 
Jackson was proud that he 
was known for obstinately 
sticking to his guns, so he 
started using the image of 
a donkey on his campaign 
materials. The Democrats 
have been using that symbol 
ever since.

Thought for the Day: 
“Everyone, in some small 
sacred sanctuary of the self, 
is nuts.”

– Leo Rosten
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If your son or daughter is a high 
school student turning 18, you’ve 
probably spent some time shopping 
for school supplies and the latest 
fashions, working out the schedule 
for the academic year, maybe even 
looking into colleges.

If your young senior is collecting 
monthly Social Security benefits, 
here’s one more thing to add to your 
“Back-to-School” checklist.

To make sure that Social Security 
benefits continue beyond age 
18, eligible students must obtain 
certification from school officials 
that they are still in high school 
and provide it to Social Security. 
Otherwise, monthly Social Security 
benefits automatically stop when a 
student turns 18.

For more information about Social 
Security student benefits, visit www.
socialsecurity.gov/schoolofficials. 
The website outlines how the process 
works with instructions on what the 
student and school official must do 
to ensure that benefits continue past 
the student’s 18th birthday. With 
the appropriate certification, Social 
Security generally does not stop 
benefits until the month before the 
month the student turns 19, or the 
first month in which he or she is 
not a full-time high school student, 
whichever is earlier.

Some students receive Social 
Security survivors benefits because 
a parent is deceased. Others may 
get dependent benefits because 
their parent receives Social 
Security retirement or disability 
benefits. Benefits for minor children 
generally continue until age 18 – or 
19 if they’re still in high school. 
The only exception to this rule is 
if a student is disabled and eligible 
for childhood disability benefits. In 
that case, a separate application for 
benefits is required.

Social Security’s website also 
includes:

• A downloadable version of 
the required Student’s Statement 
Regarding School Attendance 
(Form SSA-1372) that must be 
completed by the student, certified 
by the school, and returned to Social 
Security;

• Answers to frequently asked 
questions for school officials and 
students; and

• A field office locator to find the 
address of your local Social Security 
office.

So as you’re buying school 
supplies, trying out back-to-school 
fashions, and figuring out when the 
holiday break begins, don’t forget 
the important step of visiting www.
socialsecurity.gov/schoolofficials.

Back-to-school checklist: Supplies, 
clothes, Social Security form…
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