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There are two reasons why we don’t 
trust people: one, because we don’t 
know them; and the other, because 
we do.

— Quips & Quotes

Environmentalists from throughout the 
country are weighing-in on the recent 
announcement from the National Park 
Service (NPS) that it plans to build a 
large facility to house a proposed fossil 
discovery exhibit at Big Bend National 
Park (BBNP).

NPS Intermountain Regional Director 
Sue E. Masica approved this fall a BBNP 
finding on how building a new Fossil 
Discovery Exhibit in the Tornillo Flat 
area of the park would have no significant 
impact.

As word of the proposed project spreads, 
however, wilderness and national park 
advocates are expressing their opinions 
emphatically; most think it is a bad idea. 
Opponents of the exhibit facility plans 
have taken to social media to promote their 
message against the project by initiating a 
petition on the change.org website, and 
already supporters of the petition are 
coming from El Paso, the largest city near 
the park, and other Texas cities and areas 
of the country including California, New 
Mexico, Wisconsin and Oklahoma.

Marshall Carter-Tripp, past director of 
University of Texas at El Paso’s (UTEP) 
Centennial Museum said that a smart-
phone trail could be constructed for very 
little, and would have only a tiny portion 
of the impact that this huge display will 
have. “No one is impressed by fake fossils 
anymore! We go to Big Bend to get away 

– Photo courtesy of Big Bend National Park Service

AS FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE – Even an isolated region as big, rugged and remote as Big Bend National Park, above, is subject 
to the ecological stresses and strains of modern development when park service managers consider catering “to the whims of 
concessionaires and public officials” and start thinking more about visitation counts rather than preservation of the park’s natural 
and cultural resources. Big Bend Park is about 300 miles southeast of El Paso.

Environmentalists oppose building
project at Big Bend National Park

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

from our over-built world. Please leave 
Big Bend as it is,” he commented.

Diane Devine, wife of former Park 
Ranger Bob Devine and a former teacher 
at San Vicente School at Panther Junction 
Park Headquarters, stated, “BBNP already 

has visitor centers capable of housing 
displays; current staffing patterns will be 
stressed to cover additional exhibits, but 
lack of staffing could create safety issues. 

See BIG BEND, Page 5

S A N 
E L I Z A R I O 
– Michael 

Rodriguez, Career and Technology Education 
Coordinator with the San Elizario Independent 
School District (SEISD), has been nominated 
to the Career and Technical Association of 
Texas – Career and Technology Education 
Administrator of the Year award competition. 
Rodriguez will represent Area 11 at the 2015 
Texas Career Education Winter Conference 
to be held in Austin during the first week of 
February where the winner will be announced.

Career and technology education (CTE) 
directors from many school districts in Area 
11, which includes both El Paso and Hudspeth 
counties, nominated Rodriguez.

“It is an honor to be nominated by these 
individuals, some of whom have been in 
education for almost 30 years, and who feel 
that what I have done has made an impact and 
helped them in their contributions to CTE and their students,” Rodriguez said.

In order to be nominated for the Career and Technical Association of Texas 

San Elizario ISD administrator 
nominated for state honor
By Cynthia P. Marentes

Special to the Courier

Michael Rodriguez

See RODRIGUEZ, Page 8

Unpaid student loans
Outstanding student loan debt is a bane 
for recent grads, but it is on the rise at an 
alarming rate among the nation’s senior 
citizens, according to the Association 
of Mature American Citizens. The 
Government Accountability Office 
reports that student loan debt among 
seniors has risen by more than 600% 
since 2005. Older Americans owed 
$2.8 billion in unpaid school loans in 
2005, last year the amount of debt had 
increased to more than $18 billion. 
Twenty percent of those loans were 
understandably taken out to pay for 
their children’s education. But, the 
bulk of the debt, 80%, is the result of 
the failure of seniors to pay back the 
money they borrowed decades ago for 
their own schooling. Now it is having a 
negative impact on the retirement plans 
for many of them, particularly those on 
fixed incomes, as the government sets 
out to recoup the funds. 

– John Grimaldi

Risk of tax ID theft
Texas ranks eighth in nation in ID 
theft complaints. To coincide with 
Tax Identity Theft Awareness Week, 
the AARP Fraud Watch Network 
is launching an education effort to 
help people protect themselves from 
tax scams, releasing a new video, a 
tip sheet and encouraging people to 
take advantage of AARP’s free tax 
preparation services.  Many taxpayers 
are putting themselves at greater 
risk of tax identity theft, according 
to a recent national study (http://bit.
ly/1yWrOYM) released by the AARP 
Fraud Watch Network in conjunction 
with the education campaign to help 
prevent scammers from stealing Texans 
hard-earned money.  According to the 
Federal Trade Commission (http://1.
usa.gov/1ynuOrX), Texas ranks eighth 
in ID theft complaints.  In this identity 
theft scheme, scammers electronically 
file a tax return under someone else’s 
name to collect their tax refund.  All 
they need is a birthdate and Social 
Security number, and many taxpayers 
make their personal information easy 
pickings by:
• Failing to lock their mailbox.  
Almost six in ten (59%) Americans 
do not regularly lock their mailbox, 
which leaves them open to a criminal 
stealing bills, tax forms and other 
documents that contain personal 
information.
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Aided by the Yale Law School 
Veterans Legal Service Clinic, a 
handful of Vietnam veterans with 
PTSD filed suit in U.S. District 
Court in Connecticut alleging that 
the military didn’t upgrade their 
discharges when it should have. 
Over the years, less than 5 percent 
of requests for upgrade have been 
given. 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
didn’t have a name back when 
these veterans were in Vietnam. 
That only came about in 1980. 
Various wars have called it “shell 
shock” and “combat exhaustion.” 
During the Vietnam War, they 
were calling it “stress response 
syndrome.” Doctors thought it 
was caused by “response” and 
would go away, and if it lasted 
too long, it must have been pre-
existing.

What no one took into 
consideration back then was 
that there was a reason for the 
behaviors of veterans with PTSD, 
which included being absent 
without leave, drug use, hyper-
vigilance, the inability to carry out 
duties, altercations and blackouts. 
Once PTSD had a name, and its 
symptoms and accompanying 
behaviors recognized, those 

undesirable discharges should 
have been upgraded for tens of 
thousands of veterans.

The veterans in the class-
action lawsuit all had been given 
other-than-honorable discharges, 
which has followed them since 
then, bringing a lack of correct 
medical care, unemployment, 
homelessness and damaged 
relationships, as well as years of 
anxiety.

This lawsuit is similar to a 2008 
lawsuit (Sabo vs. United States) 
that was filed for veterans who’d 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan. In 
those cases, veterans with PTSD 
only rated a 10 percent disability 
(when it should have been 50 
percent after 2002), and the 
veterans therefore were denied 
benefits. 

To read the lawsuit, search 
online for Case 3:14-cv-00260 
in the U.S. District Court in 
Connecticut.

_______________________
Freddy Groves regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his column 
whenever possible. Send email 
to columnreply2@gmail.com. (c) 
2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Vietnam vets file 
suit over PTSD

Job seekers in southern Doña 
Ana County and northwest El Paso 
County are invited to meet with 
more than 20 regional employers and 
career development organizations 
and get information about current 
job opportunities or job-placement 
assistance during the Doña Ana 
County Career & Resource Fair, 
which will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Thursday, May 15, at the 
Women’s Intercultural Center, 303 

Anthony, NM hosts career and resource fair
By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

Lincoln St., in Anthony, NM.
Individuals looking for 

employment will have access to 
employers seeking candidates 
in various disciplines including 
health care, telecommunications, 
hospitality and construction. Job 
seekers are encouraged to dress 
professionally, bring their resumes, 
and be prepared for on-site 
interviews.

“This job fair is open to the public 
and is designed to help connect folks 
with jobs and employment resources 
in southern Doña Ana County,” said 
co-organizer Raul Gonzalez of the 

Rio Grande Council of Governments. 
“In addition to bringing in top 
employers from the region, we 
will be providing resources for job 
seekers to assist them in preparing 
for their employment search.”

The job fair is hosted by the 
Women’s Intercultural Center in 
Anthony and is organized by the Rio 
Grande Council of Governments, 
Tierra del Sol Housing Corp., The 
City of Anthony NM, and the Office 
of U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich.

For more information call Raul 
Gonzalez at 533-0998 ext. 137, or 
send e-mail to raulg@riocog.org.

Mother’s Day is May 11. If you’re wracking your 
brain for ways to show your mom appreciation for 
all the sacrifices she made while raising you, here’s a 
thought: Why not offer to spend some time helping to 
sort through her financial, legal and medical paperwork 
to make sure everything is in order? 

While flowers and candy offer immediate gratification, 
I’ll bet your mom will truly appreciate the long-term 
value of getting her records in order now so that she – 
and you – will be able to take appropriate actions later 
on, should the need arise. 

Some of the areas you might want to organize 
include:

• Retirement income sources. Gather these documents 
so your mom will have a better idea how much income 
she’ll have available throughout retirement: 

1) Register your mom at mySocialSecurity (www.
socialsecurity.gov/myaccount) to gain access to 
personalized estimates of retirement, disability 
and survivors benefits, lifetime earnings records 
and estimated Social Security and Medicare taxes 
paid. 
2) You’ll also need your dad’s statement to determine 
any potential spousal or survivor benefits for which 
she might be eligible, so sign him up as well. 
3) Annual statements for pension, IRA, 401(k) 
or other retirement savings plans for which she’s 
eligible. (Check your dad’s statements too in case 
she’s eligible for spousal death benefits.)
4) Bank statements for checking, savings, money 
market and CD accounts.
5) Company stock and bond certificates, and 
statements for other investment accounts.

Outstanding debts. Also gather monthly statements 
and outstanding balances owed for major expenses 
including: home mortgage or other property loans, 
home equity loan or line of credit, car loan or lease, 
credit cards, medical bills and personal loans.

Other important documents. Your mom should have 
documents instructing how she’d like her affairs to be 
handled, both while she’s living and after death. Look 
for: 

• Medical, homeowner/renter, auto, life, disability 
and long-term care insurance policies.

• A will (and possibly a trust) outlining how she 
wants her estate managed after death.

• Durable power of attorney and health care proxy 
specifying who will make her financial and medical 
decisions if she becomes incapacitated. 

• Also, a living will tells doctors which medical 
treatments and life-support procedures she does or 
doesn’t want performed.

• Birth certificate, marriage license, Social Security 
card, funeral plans, safe deposit box information, etc.

• Contact information for professional service 
providers (doctors, pharmacy, lawyer, financial advisor, 
bank, insurance companies, etc.) Also give these 
providers your own contact information in case of 
emergencies.

Review these documents regularly and make updates 
whenever her situation changes. For example, make 
sure that designated beneficiaries for your mom’s will, 
life insurance and retirement plans accurately reflect 
her current wishes.

If you need help guiding financial discussions, Social 
Security has created a special website for women 
(www.ssa.gov/women) that provides information on 
retirement, disability and other issues – in English and 
Spanish. They also have a Retirement Estimator (www.
ssa.gov/estimator) that enters her earnings information 
from their records to estimate her projected Social 
Security benefits under different scenarios (age at 
retirement, future earnings projections, etc.) 

Another good resource is the Women’s Saving 
Initiative, a program jointly developed by Heinz Family 
Philanthropies, the Women’s Institute for a Secure 
Retirement (WISER) and Visa Inc. This program features 
a free book called “What Women Need to Know About 
Retirement,” which you can download as a PDF or audio 
file at www.practicalmoneyskills.com/resources.

If you need professional help, consult a licensed 
financial planner who can design a personalized 
retirement strategy. If you don’t know one, try the 
Financial Planning Association (www.plannersearch.
org).

________________________________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s financial education 
programs.

Help mom get organized for Mother’s Day
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Veterans Post By Freddy Groves

The 35th annual National 
Veterans Wheelchair Games 
is now taking applications for 
the world’s largest wheelchair 
sports event for disabled veter-
ans. The games will be held in 
Dallas from June 21-26. Reg-
istration closes in April.

The games, run jointly by 
Paralyzed Veterans of Ameri-
can and the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, are a great way 
for disabled veterans with am-
putations, spinal-cord injuries 
or neurological injuries to live 
active lives through wheelchair 
sports. If a veteran is eligible 
for care from the VA, he or she 
is eligible to participate.

Register early, because spac-
es fill quickly. Call your VA 
therapist, if you have one, or 
the local chapter representa-
tive for Paralyzed Veterans.

If you’re not ready to com-
pete this year, hook up with VA 
Rehabilitation Programs and 
Paralyzed Veterans of America 
in your area to get involved 
in sports and recreation. They 
can help guide you on what 
your next steps might be.

If you don’t know how to 
get started, contact Dave Tos-
tenrude, NVWG director for 
the VA, at 202-560-7352 or by 

email at David.Tostenrude@
va.gov. Or you can contact 
Tom Brown, Paralyzed Veter-
ans sports consultant, at 817-
673-2812 or send email to 
tombrown@pva.org.

Participating in a sport at the 
games isn’t the only way you 
can get involved. Be a volun-
teer – 3,000 will be needed in 
a multitude of capacities. 

To sign up or get more in-
formation, go online to www.
wheelchairgames.org or call 
one of the contacts above. 
You’ll find links to local sports 
clubs and adaptive sports op-
portunities – such billiards, 
bowling, bass tour, shoot-
ing sports and handcycling – 
through Paralyzed Veterans. 
Through the VA, you can get 
involved in winter sports clin-
ics, golden-age games, sum-
mer sports clinics and more.

Make the call. It could make 
a big difference in your life.

____________________
Freddy Groves regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will in-
corporate them into his col-
umn whenever possible. Send 
email to columnreply2@
gmail.com. (c) 2015 King 
Features Synd., Inc.

Wheelchair games

A first-time global financial 
literacy study shows that the 
keys to successful personal 
finance education are student 
perseverance and an openness to 
problem solving. 

That’s one of the main 
findings in the inaugural 
financial literacy portion of the 
Program of International Student 
Assessment (PISA) test (http://
www.oecd.org/pisa/keyfindings/
pisa-2012-results-volume-vi.
htm), which evaluated the 
skills and knowledge of 29,000 
15-year-olds in 18 countries and 
economies in 2012. Final results 
were released in September, and 
PISA officials announced that the 
assessment of financial literacy 
will be offered as an optional 
component in 2015 testing. 

PISA was launched in 2000 by 
the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), which promotes 
policies that support economic 
and social well-being around the 
world.

U.S. students earned an average 
score of 492 out of a possible 700, 
which ranks those teens between 
eighth and twelfth place among 
all 18 participating countries 
and economies, according to the 
PISA study. Other findings from 
the U.S. results: 

• About one in 10 U.S. 
students is a top performer – 
9.4 percent, compared with 
9.7 percent across OECD 

Financial literacy and U.S. teens: Global study offers path for improvement
countries. The report said this 
means they can “look ahead to 
solve financial problems or make 
the kinds of financial decisions 
that will be only relevant to them 
in the future.” It added that top 
performers “can take into account 
features of financial documents 
that are significant but unstated 
or not immediately evident, such 
as transaction costs, and can 
describe the potential outcomes 
of financial decisions.”

• More than one in six 
U.S. students – 17.8 percent, 
compared with 15.3 percent 
across OECD countries – do 
not reach the “baseline level 
of proficiency in financial 
literacy.” The report explained 
that “at best, these students can 
recognize the difference between 
needs and wants, can make 
simple decisions on everyday 
spending and can recognize the 
purpose of everyday financial 
documents such as an invoice.”

• About 50 percent of all 
U.S. 15-year-olds said they 
had a bank account and were 
found to perform better than 
those who did not. But the 
report said the performance gap 
vanished after accounting for 
socioeconomic status; only 32 
percent of students in the lowest 
quartile of socioeconomic status 
had accounts, while 70 percent 
of those in the highest quartile 
did.

Countries with students who 

scored better than their U.S. 
counterparts seem dedicated to a 
nationwide, mandatory personal 
finance curriculum, though most 
programs have not been in place 
for very long.

The top scorer, Shanghai-
China, has a history of placing 
financial education topics in its 
national curriculum that dates 
back to the 1970s, according to 
the report. It added that beginning 
in 2009, the Shanghai-China 
system has introduced “regular 
training on finance” throughout 
its “primary and lower secondary 
schools.” 

In the Czech Republic, a 
working group for the nation’s 
ministry of finance developed 
financial literacy standards in 
2007, defining lesson content 
and outcomes for education in 
topics ranging from “money and 
household budget management to 
financial products and consumer 
rights.”

Furthermore, in Australia, the 
nation’s education authorities 
“have endorsed three iterations” 
of the country’s National 
Consumer and Financial 
Literacy Framework since 
2005. According to the PISA 
report, Australia’s framework 
helps structure consumer and 
financial education throughout 
the country’s educational system 
and the program has worked 
with the Australian Securities 
and Investment Commission to 

create MoneySmart Teaching 
a resource portal for K-12 
educators.

In America, more teens 

could improve their financial 
literacy if states chose to require 

See FINANCES, Page 8
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Read to your baby every day! This is 
what the Clint ISD Cradle to College 
initiative encourages parents in the 
District to do, to help their child prepare 
for school and future success.

“Our goal is to assist parents with 
their child’s education from birth to 
high school graduation so they will be 
ready to enter college and succeed,” said 
Superintendent, Juan I. Martinez.

The initiative promotes early literacy 
for infants by encouraging parents to 
read to their infant during this critical 
developmental stage of the brain. The 
simple act of enjoying books together 
every day beginning at birth establishes 
essential reading skills while building 
warm relationships.

Fabiola Vasquez, mother to 6-month-old 
Elias Vasquez, future student at Red Sands 

– Photo courtesy Clint ISD

STARTING OUT ON THE RIGHT TRACK – Mr. and Mrs. Mark Martinez and their new baby 
girl received a bag of books, a baby tee with “Future Clint ISD Graduate” printed on it 
and other information about reading to babies. Clint ISD Superintendent Juan I. Martinez 
presented the family with the teaching tools.

Clint ISD launches baby
reading program for parents

By Laura Cade
Special to the Courier

Elementary, was one of eight parents to 
receive a package the day of the launch in 
early December. She said the books and 
information have come in handy and will 
create a culture of reading in her home.

“I think the program Cradle to College 
is very special,” said Vasquez. “It shows 
the district is interested in the education 
and development of our children even at 
an early age.”

According to the Children’s Reading 
Foundation, reading each day not only 
builds vocabulary, language, and pre-
literacy skills, it provides an opportunity 
to build social and emotional skills that 
are just as important to school success.

New parents with an infant one year old 
or younger and who live in the District 
may receive books appropriate for an 
infant along with additional information 
to assist the parent with reading to their 
baby. To refer a new parent to this program, 
contact Clint ISD Public Relations at 
(915) 926-4058.

One of the most important applications a 
high school student can fill out is the FAFSA 
– Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid. Throughout February the Greater El 
Paso Chamber of Commerce, Education 
Division, will assist with these financial 
aid workshops in every school district in El 
Paso County. Trained bilingual volunteers 
will be available to help as well.

Socorro ISD (SISD) will host FAFSA 
Nights to help students and parents apply 
at each high school from 4:30 to 7 p.m. in 
the high school’s computer labs.

The SISD workshop schedule is Feb. 2, 
Americas High; Feb. 4, Montwood High; 
Feb. 11, Eastlake High; Feb. 19, Socorro 
High; and Feb. 26, El Dorado High.

Students or parents in other districts 
should check their individual high school 
for dates and times.

Students can also fill out the FAFSA 
at www.fafsa.gov. For information, call 
(800) 433-3243 or (319) 337-5665; 
visit StudentAid.gov/resources or www.
elpaso.org, go to the Divisions tab and 
“FAFSA Nights;” or contact your high 
school counselor.

SISD high school counselors have a goal 
to get 100 percent senior students to Apply 
Texas. That means students apply once to 
all Texas public universities and colleges, 
as well as to participating community and 
private colleges for free, said Dianna L. 
Enriquez, SISD’s counselor in Guidance 
& Counseling Services. The numbers 
increase every year, but this year SISD 
wants every senior to take advantage 
of Apply Texas, she said.  Students can 
apply at www.applytexas.org.

Team SISD educators encourage all 
seniors to fill out FAFSA. Don’t let 
misconceptions about financial aid stop 
you from applying for the monetary aid 
you deserve to attend college. 

Five myths about FAFSA
Myth: My parents make too much money, so I won’t 
qualify for aid.

Reality: There is no income cut-off to qualify for 
federal student aid. Many factors besides income – 
from the size of your family to the age of your older 

Workshops to
help families
fill out FAFSA

parent – are taken into account. Your eligibility is 
determined by a mathematical formula, not by your 
parents’ income alone.

Myth: There isn’t enough financial aid for everyone.

Reality: The amount of aid for college students 
increases almost every year. According to the 
College Board: More than $185 billion in financial 
aid was distributed to undergraduates during the 
2012-2013 academic year in the form of aid from all 
sources, including grants, work-study, loans, and 
tax credits and deductions.

Myth: Only students with good grades get financial 
help.

Reality: While a high grade point average will help 
a student get into a good school and may help 
with academic scholarships, most of the federal 
student aid programs do not take a student’s 
grades into consideration. Provided a student 
maintains satisfactory academic progress in his or 
her program of study, federal student aid will help a 
student with an average academic record complete 

his or her education. 

Myth: Only minority ethnic groups of students are 
eligible for financial aid.

Reality: The overwhelming bulk of federal, state, 
institutional, and private aid is not tied to ethnicity. 
Some private scholarships target deserving students 
with particular ethnic backgrounds, but most do 
not take ethnicity into account. FAFSA, the most 
common financial aid application, doesn’t even ask 
about your ethnicity. 

Myth: The form is too hard to fill out.

Reality: The FAFSA is easier than ever, especially 
if you fill it out online at www.fafsa.gov. There are 
detailed instructions for every question, and the 
form walks you through step by step, asking only 
the questions that apply to you. If you need help, 
you can access real-time, private online chat with 
a customer service representative. If you’re filling 
out the paper FAFSA, you can get help from a high 
school counselor, the financial aid office at the 
school you plan to attend or our toll-free number: 
(800) 433-3243. And remember, FAFSA and all these 
sources of advice are free.Sources: SISD Guidance & Counseling Department; Office of the US Department of Education, Federal Student Aid.

By Paula Diaz
Special to the Courier
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STRANGE
BUT TRUE
By Samantha Weaver

•  It was German author and 
statesman Johann Wolfgang 
von  Goethe  who  made  the 
following  sage  observation: 
“When  ideas  fail,  words 
come in very handy.”

•  Unless  you’re  a  local, 
you’ve probably never heard 
of  the  town of Rugby, North 
Dakota,  but  if  you  ever  set 
out  to  find  the geographical 
center of the continent of 
North America,  that’s where 
you’ll end up.

•  In 1936, in the final match 
of  the  men’s  table  tennis 
world championship, the two 
competitors volleyed for two 
hours and 12 minutes on the 
opening serve alone. 

•  Before  modern  English 
there  was  Middle  English, 
used  during  a  time  when 
men  of  the  church  were 
supposed to remain humble. 
This is why these men were 
called “ministers” – it means 
“lowly  person”  in  Middle 
English. 

•  Those  who  study  such 
things say that  if you spend 
an hour listening to the radio, 
you’ll  hear  approximately 
11,000 words. 

•  Dr.  L.  Forbes  Winslow, 
perhaps  best  known  for  his 
relentless (and fruitless) 
attempts  to  identify  the 
person  behind  London’s 
Jack  the  Ripper  murders, 
also  was  a  well-known 
psychiatrist. Among his many 
notes on his practice was the 
report of a heartbroken man 
who requested that, after his 
death,  his  body  should  be 
boiled  down  to  extract  the 
fat.  That  fat  would  be  used 
to  make  a  candle  which, 
along  with  a  letter  from 
the  deceased,  would  be 
delivered to the woman who 
jilted him. He even specified 
that  the  items  should  be 
delivered  at  night,  so  the 
woman would read the letter 
by  the  light  of  the  “corpse 
candle.” 

•  If  you  were  living  in  the 
newly  christened  United 
States  in  1776  and  earned 
$4,000  per  year,  you would 
be considered wealthy. 

Thought  for  the  Day:  “I  am 
not  young  enough  to  know 
everything.”

– Oscar Wilde

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

Anthony Independent School District
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance

Governmental Funds
For the Year Ended August 31, 2014

Data    Total 
Control General Capitol Other Governmental 
Codes Fund Projects Funds Funds

  REVENUES:

5700  Total Local and Intermediate Sources $   1,905,141 $          4,146 $      287,094 $   2,196,381
5800  State Program Revenues 5,489,144 – 245,979 5,735,123
5900  Federal Program Revenues 786,028 – 1,012,331 1,798,359

5020   Total Revenues 8,180,313 4,146 1,545,404 9,729,863

  EXPENDITURES:

 Current:

0011  Instruction 3,792,849 – 505,718 4,298,567
0012  Instructional Resources and Media Services 211,859 – – 211,859
0013  Curriculum and Instructional Staff Development 205,734 – 37,388 243,122
0021  Instructional Leadership 94,591 – 1,253 95,844
0023  School Leadership 452,113 – 9,445 461,558
0031  Guidance, Counseling and Evaluation Services 224,548 – 95,959 320,507
0033  Health Services 117,230 – – 117,230
0034  Student (Pupil) Transportation 137,395 – – 137,395
0035  Food Services 749,324 – 397,039 1,146,363
0036  Extracurricular Activities 438,916 – 705 439,621
0041  General Administration 614,205 – – 614,205 
0051  Facilities Maintenance and Operations 902,091 – 33,016 935,107
0052  Security and Monitoring Services 58,645 – – 58,645
0053  Data Processing Services 262,938 – – 262,938
0061  Community Services 292 – 39,408 39,700

 Debt Service:

0071  Debt Service - Principal on Long Term Debt – – 5,868 5,868
0072  Debt Service - Interest on Long Term Debt – – 362,643 362,643

 Capital Outlay:

0081  Facilities Acquisition and Construction – 214,945 – 214,945

 Intergovernmental:

0093  Payments to Fiscal Agent/Member Districts of SSA – – 6,962 6,962 
0099  Other Intergovernmental Charges 26,117 – – 26,117

6030   Total Expenditures 8,288,847 214,945 1,495,404 9,999,196

1200 Net Change in Fund Balances (108,534) (210,799) 50,000 (269,333)

0100 Fund Balance – September 1 (Beginning) 2,699,129 3,001,382 18,323 5,718,834

3000 Fund Balance – August 31 (Ending) $   2,590,595 $                 2,790,583 $        68,323 $   5,449,501

Briefs
From Page 1

• Leaving valuables exposed:  
Over half (54%) of Americans 
18-49 have left at least one 
valuable personal item in 
their car in the last week 
(e.g., a purse/wallet, paystub, 
laptop) that could be used to 
steal their identity.
• Failing to destroy personal 
information:  More than one 
in five (21%) Americans 
say they never shred any of 
the personal documents that 
could be used to steal their 
identity.
Tips on how to protect 
yourself and your family from 
tax identity theft include:
• Mail tax returns as early 

in the tax season as possible 
before the cons beat you to it.
• Don’t give out personal 
information unless you know 
who’s asking for it and why 
they need it. 
• Shred personal and financial 
documents.
• Know your tax preparer.
Texans are also encouraged to 
visit aarp.org/taxaide (1-888-
227-7669) for information 
about AARP Foundation Tax 
Aide, the nation’s largest free, 
volunteer-run tax preparation 
program. Each tax season, Tax 
Aide helps millions of low- to 
moderate-income taxpayers – 
especially those 60 and older 
– get the credits and deductions 
they deserve. For these and other 
fraud prevention tips, visit aarp.
org/fraudwatchnetwork. For 

additional help, contact the IRS 
Identity Protection Specialized 
Unit at 800-908-4490 and visit 
irs.gov/identitytheft.

– Kim Loop

Don’t be 
scammed
The Texas Workforce 
Commission (TWC) warns 
Texans’ seeking unemployment 
benefits to be aware of 
third-party vendors offering 
assistance. Unemployment 
insurance (UI) claims should be 
filed through the TWC website 
or by phone, and never through 
a third-party. Individuals in 
Texas have reported receiving 
emails soliciting personal 
information from a third-party 
vendor who is not affiliated with 
TWC called the Unemployment 

Advisory Department, with 
an email address support@
us-benefits.org. Emails stated 
the claimant’s initial benefits 
application was received, 
but not complete, and 
provided links to complete 
the filing process. TWC 
advises claimants to ignore 
these emails. TWC does not 
send these types of emails 
and would never require 
confidential information be 
shared with a third-party 
to obtain unemployment 
benefits. Claimants should 
be wary of online third-party 
UI benefits resource centers 
who usually charge a fee 
for providing advice and 
job services to applicants in 

See BRIEFS, Page 8



Archives: www.wtxcc.com

Page 5January 29, 2015 West Texas County Courier

N0844B
 10.5 x 8
11/20/14

WEST TEXAS COUNTY COURIER
This advertisement prepared by Sawyer Miller Advertising

1114
CLIENT:  HealthCare.gov    

Are you uninsured?

Already 

have a plan?  

It’s time to renew – 

or find one 

that’s better 

for you.   

 

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

    Where:  El Paso Enrollment Assistance Center        
                           221 N. Kansas Street, Suite 700
     El Paso, TX 79901 
                          
     When:   Scheduled appointments Mon-Fri 8:30am-6:30pm
                          Walk-ins Mon-Fri 9:00am-4:00pm 
                         By appointment only Sat 9:00am-2:00pm 

To learn more, call 915-242-2170 
Text SUBSCRIBE to 467873 to sign up for text 
message alerts. Standard  text messaging rates apply.
Open Enrollment ends February 15, 2015. 

Most people qualify for financial assistance.  Get free in-person help 
signing up for a health plan that fits you, your family, and your budget.

Hay representantes que hablan español.

Join the millions who found affordable health coverage. 
Visit our Enrollment Assistance Center.

Have use statistics justified a need for a 
new exhibit?”

Mark Kirtley, who has worked as a 
volunteer at the park for many years, 
summed up much of the opposition to 
the exhibit when he said, “I’ve listened 
to thousands of visitors talk about why 
they love Big Bend. They often speak 
of a peace engendered by the wide-open 
spaces, a quality that the Park Service 
normally fiercely protects and a quality 
that buildings impact. Driving the gravel 
Old Ore Road or even the paved park 
road from Persimmon Gap to Panther 
Junction can feel like paradise, but a large 
exhibit at Fossil Bone, even a lovely one, 
would somewhat spoil the experience. 
Doesn’t the Organic Act mandate that 
we preserve the scenery? And cannot 
education at a national park occur without 
compromising its beauty? Visitors do like 
wayside exhibits, but my impression is 
that they prefer the intimate and personal 
feel of the small ones, like the one at Anna 
Hanford’s grave.”

“Many people who have fought against 
development project proposals in the 
park in the past believe that the park’s 
staff was able to gain support for the 
project by focusing solely on financial 
support from the friends group. Unlike 
environmental groups that are willing to 
be critical of park management actions, 
historically most National Park Friends 
Groups and Cooperating Associations 
support nearly everything that parks 
want them to. I saw this first hand when 

I worked for two of them over a 14-
year period,” stated Rick LoBello, an 
environmentalist from El Paso.

“You would think that park staff 
would demonstrate a greater passion for 
conserving the park by focusing more on 
protecting park resources and working on 
plans to reintroduce extirpated species 
like the gray wolf and desert bighorn. I 
understand that there are also problems 
with exotic species like European wild 
boars and exotic plants species,” LoBello 
stated.

Opponents of the project contend that 
there was very little effort by the park 
to alert the public to the proposal and 
to seek input from wilderness advocate 
groups like the Sierra Club. Big Bend 
Sierra Club member Roger Siglin, a 
former BBNP ranger who lives in Alpine 
TX, said that the “building design and 
size is totally inappropriate for the 
current location and would be out of 
place anywhere else in Big Bend NP. 
My experiences in Big Bend go back 
to 1966 when I was a ranger there. The 
existing exhibit is a disgrace and should 
be removed. I was therefore pleased 
when I heard the park was planning a 
new one. But the proposed structure to 
house exhibits is ugly beyond anything I 
might have imagined. I have frequently 
hiked in the hills across Tornillo Creek 
and this structure will impact the 
wilderness experience because it will be 
highly visible for hiking off of the Old 
Ore Road.”

LoBello said that when he visited the 
park in the fall he decided to make a 
YouTube video of the area where the 
proposed exhibit will be located to help 

people better understand the project and 
what the NPS has planned.

“Unfortunately the park did a very 
poor job in spreading the word about 
the new exhibit when an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) process was announced. 
What was shown and described in the EA 
documents did little to help the general 
public truly understand the big picture of 
the project,” LoBello claimed.

According the park’s geologist Don 
Corrick, the project will have a potential 
footprint of 4,000 square feet. Corrick 

stated that the project will be fully 
funded by donations gathered by the 
Friends of Big Bend National Park, and 
that the project will not proceed until the 
fundraising is complete, so a timeline is 
not available.

LoBello is urging interested individuals 
to watch his You Tube video and to 
voice their concern about protecting 
the wilderness experience at BBNP by 
contacting their elected state and federal 
representatives as well as by signing the 
petition at iloveparks.com.

Big Bend
From Page 1

– Photo courtesy of Big Bend National Park Service

ROCKING IT – One of the many beautiful sights in Big Bend National Park.
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A sporting view By Mark Vasto

Each year the selections are 
scrutinized and the parameters 
are parsed, the voters are vetoed 
by the viewers at home, and those 
who make it to the hallowed 
haven beckon their brethren to 
the celestial confines known to 
one and all as the Hall… of Fame, 
that is, the one in Cooperstown, 
New York. For baseball fans, 
discussing the baseball Hall 
of Fame is the closest thing to 
nicotine or crack cocaine – we 
know it leads to addiction, and 
you are never satisfied, but 
you still keep going back for 
more, knowing that punishment 

The crack of the bat
awaits. 

This year’s HOF inductees – 
Randy Johnson, Pedro Martinez, 
John Smoltz and Craig Biggio 
– were all players that I actively 
stumped for. My remaining six 
choices – Mike Piazza, Alan 
Trammell, Curt Schilling, Tim 
Raines, Lee Smith and Don 
Mattingly – did not fare as 
well, but it appears that Piazza, 
Schilling and Raines are trending 
in the right direction and one day 
will be enshrined.

Piazza, the greatest hitting 
catcher of all-time, which is 
really saying something when 

you consider Johnny Bench, 
Yogi Berra, Carlton Fisk, 
Gary Carter, Roy Campanella, 
Thurman Munson and Rick 
Cerone all played the game too, 
will more than likely make the 
cut next year. Schilling, every 
bit as dominant as Glavine, 
Martinez, Maddux and Johnson 
in his own way, saw a big bump 
in votes this year, and it appears 
he will be taking the meandering 
Bert Blyeleven route to 
Cooperstown. Raines will end 
up in the Hall, if not voted in 
proper, he will be brought in 
by the veterans committee. 
The same fate likely will await 
Trammell. 

Jeff Bagwell and first-timer 
Gary Sheffield did not make the 
cut, and Bagwell did not show 
any great movement from last 

year’s vote. Both are tarred with 
the suspicion of PED use. This 
also is why I left both off my 
ballot. Piazza, too, has had to 
dodge this question, but I chose 
to look the other way. Why? I 
am a hypocrite, I guess. Maybe 
it’s because he’s Catholic, 
or Italian, or because he was 
clutch. Maybe because he didn’t 
show signs of ‘roid rage when 
Roger Clemens threw a baseball 
at his head and a bat at his feet 
at the turn of the century. Just 
spitballin’ here.

I wouldn’t give up on 
Bagwell or Sheff, particularly if 
Sheffield can mount an eloquent 
defense of his offensive marks. 
That he was a loudmouth and 
considered to be a clubhouse 
cancer should have little bearing 
on his Hall chances. While 

he was outspoken, he was not 
necessarily a detriment to any 
team. Selfish? Perhaps. But who 
cares? He could flat-out hit. 
Bagwell and Edgar Martinez 
will benefit by having this class 
going to bat for them. Johnson 
and Biggio already have started 
their campaigns in earnest, and 
their voices will be considered.

The lost cause in all of this is 
Don Mattingly. After all of these 
years, all of the statistics, I have 
to know when to kick the habit. 
You can’t say I didn’t go to bat 
for you, Hitman. If there was a 
Hall of Very, Very Good, though, 
you’d be my first inductee.  

______________________
Mark Vasto is a veteran 
sportswriter who lives in Kansas 
City. (c) 2015 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

It’s finally here. The Super Bowl, the 
biggest game of the year is upon us and 
fans all over the world are getting ready.

The Seattle Seahawks and the New 
England Patriots will battle it out this 
Sunday in Arizona to claim NFL bragging 
rights for an entire year.

Oh yeah, there’s a whole bunch of 
money at stake too.

There’s always a ton of anticipation 
heading into the contest.

How will the players play? How will the 
coaches coach? Who will be the unsung 
hero? Who will be the goat?

Those questions get answered every 
year and the results live on for eternity.

But the anticipation isn’t always 
associated with what happens on the 
field.

There are questions concerning what 
kind of a halftime show Katy Perry will 
put on. Fans are wondering whether 
this week’s commercials will compare 
favorably to Super Bowl commercials of 
the past.

Of course it wouldn’t be a Super 

Bowl without a touch of controversy. 
And this year’s championship game 
has generated so much controversy that 
nobody has spent any time talking about 
New England’s offensive tendencies or 
Seattle’s relentless defense.

All the talk surrounding this Super 
Bowl, as all of you know, has been 
famously labeled as “Deflategate.”

The question is whether the Patriots 
deliberately deflated the footballs 
illegally in their playoff game against the 
Indianapolis Colts. The answer is a very 
simple one – of course they did!

Because the Patriots won 45-7, many 
fans are saying that the deflated balls 
didn’t give the team an advantage.

But that’s not the question. The question 
is whether the Patriots tried to gain a 
slight advantage by letting a little bit of 
the air out.

And Patriots’ quarterback Tom Brady 
is on record saying, a few years ago, that 
he liked his footballs a little more deflated 
than the norm.

With Russian forces on the move again 
in the Ukraine, with ISIS thugs terrorizing 
somebody somewhere and with free 
speech under attack in France – deflating 
a few footballs may seem pretty trivial.

But remember that this is not the first 
time Bill Belichick and his Patriots have 
been caught cheating. Back in 2007, 
Belichick was caught and admitted to 
videotaping New York Jets practices to 
steal signals and familiarize themselves 
with Jets plays.

That was a clear violation of NFL rules 
and Belichick was fined $500,000 for the 
“mistake,” as he called it.

If nothing else the Patriots are certainly 
societal trendsetters. They are the first 
team in professional sports to have two 
separate “gate” controversies attributed 
to them.

Those sneaky camera sessions back in 
2007 resulted in Spygate. And now we 
have Deflategate.

Of course Belichick and Brady have 
both denied knowing how in the world 
11 of the 12 balls they used were under-
inflated, which gives anyone a better grip. 
They had no clue how all of the Colts’ 
balls had the proper inflation and theirs 
didn’t.

My father-in-law told me a long time 
ago that he was born at night – but not 
last night!

But the fun doesn’t end there.
When I mentioned earlier that every 

Super Bowl brings with it a touch of 
controversy, I meant it – literally.

The other controversy involves 
Seahawks running back Marshawn Lynch 
and the “touch” is his unusual need to 
grab his crotch after a touchdown.

Lynch is known for being one of the 
most brutal runners in the history of the 
league. He’s also known for collecting 
fines from the league for not meeting 
his obligations to talk to the media after 
games.

Lynch is also known for being arrested 
on gun charges, assault, hit and run, theft 
and driving under the influence.

There’s been rumors flying around that 
the Seahawks organization has grown 
weary of Lynch’s troublesome antics and 
will consider trading him after the Super 
Bowl.

It remains to be seen whether Seattle 
will do that and it also remains to be seen 
whether Lynch will give another vulgar 
salute to the fans if he scores.

Oh, I almost forgot, there will be a game 
this Sunday.

It turns out that the most important 
question of all is whether the actual game 
will come anywhere close to as exciting 
as all the pregame hype has been.

If the Super Bowl is as good as the controversy…

Socorro ISD Board of Trustees 
approved a resolution in support of a 
district-wide camera system on school 
buses to catch bus stop-arm violators 
and ensure safer streets in the Team 
SISD community. The resolution was 
presented at the Jan. 20 regular Board of 
Trustees meeting.

The board approved the contract for 
the state-of-the-art camera system and 
for district staff to move forward in 
implementing the program district-wide 
at the December 2014 board meeting. 
The cameras take images of vehicles 
that ignore and pass buses with the 

stop-arm out.
Team SISD tested the bus camera system 

on 10 of the district’s school buses last 
spring semester. The cameras will assist 
the district in fulfilling its top priority of 
providing a safe and secure environment 
for all students.

A recent national news story reported 
the Department of Transportation says 
that 23 million children ride a school bus 
every day and according to the National 
Association of State Directors of Pupil 
Information Services, vehicles pass 
stopped school buses more than 70,000 
times a day, even though passing one 
with its lights flashing is illegal in all 50 
states.

SISD transports about 12,000 students 
daily to and from schools district-wide.

SISD Board Trustees approve school 
bus stop-arm camera system resolution

By Christina Flores-Jones
Special to the Courier

To Advertise Call 852-3235
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OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland
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Super Crossword
SIX FROM THE FAB 

FOUR
ACROSS

 1 Approach 
intrusively
 7 Lamenter’s sound
 11 Process of going 
bad
 19 Attach with heat, 
as a patch
 20 Heart sections
 22 When shows are 
broadcast
 23 Butler or maid
 25 Fish also called a 
largemouth
 26 Mop
 27 At that point
 28 CNN anchor 
Burnett
 30 China’s Mao 
_-tung
 31 1960s reform 
movement in China
 38 “Sid the Science 
Kid” network
 41 Tracker maker, 
once
 42 Convert to the 
Koran’s religion
 43 Chevy model
 45 Suffix with towel
 48 Korean, Thai or 
Chinese
 52 Precipitating 
heavily
 57 Big Apple sch.
 58 Off-white
 59 March composer 

John Philip _
 60 Cease
 61 Lives (in)
 63 It lures fish
 65 Loss of memory
 67 Posed (for)
 68 “Stop thinking of 
me as so naive”
 74 “_ recall…”
 75 Headlined
 76 Dying words from 
Caesar
 77 Inflicts upon
 79 Honshu sash
 80 Small piece
 83 Ad biz prize
 87 Collaborator
 88 Person in the third 
decade of life
 91 Frantic scramble
 94 Correct copy
 95 Hitchcock classic
 96 Light blue avenue 
in Monopoly
 100 Neat _ pin
 101 Announcer Hall
 102 American flier with 
scarlet patches
 109 Special time
 110 Tabula _
 111 Postal letters
 112 Get in return
 116 Person petting
 120 What the last 
words of 23-, 31-, 
52-, 68-, 88- and 
102-Across are
 124 Unusual
 125 1983 Streisand 

film
 126 Holy rings
 127 Property of a 
magnet
 128 Solar output
 129 Fully ready

DOWN
 1 Bails out, e.g.
 2 Brag loudly
 3 Unconscious state
 4 Final non-A.D. 
year
 5 “Mayday!”
 6 Blast source
 7 _ Picchu 
(Peruvian site of Incan 
ruins)
 8 Alternative
 9 Game venue
 10 Zip
 11 Mouth liquid
 12 Billy Joel hit
 13 Planet Mork came 
from
 14 Suffix with social
 15 Ad-_
 16 Rare violin
 17 Undercoat for 
painting on wood
 18 West German city
 21 People who mimic
 24 “What’s _ ya?”
 29 Brother or aunt: 
Abbr.
 32 Tangelo 
trademark
 33 Tilts one’s body 
toward

 34 Bank claim
 35 Fleur-de-_
 36 Israeli arm
 37 Poke fun at
 38 Conduit
 39 Coll. hotshot
 40 Motivate
 44 Island near 
Venezuela
 45 College Web site 
suffix
 46 Set-_ (sharp 
fights)
 47 Old United rival
 49 Oklahoma oil city
 50 Mosaic work
 51 Certain skin bulge
 53 “You _ see this!”
 54 _ Martin (cognac)
 55 British queen
 56 “Beware the _ of 
March!”
 61 Coke Zero 
alternative
 62 Witch’s blemish
 64 Secy., e.g.
 65 Moreover
 66 Vapor
 68 Land in water, in 
Italy
 69 Use, as a tool
 70 Sweat of one’s _
 71 “Kill _ killed!”
 72 Hold in check
 73 Small state ruled 
by a sovereign
 74 Eve’s man
 78 Actor Max von _
 80 Rocker Barrett

 81 CBS drama
 82 Turn rancid
 84 Pet parasites
 85 With a sharp 
picture, for short
 86 Hymn start
 88 Epithet for 
Alexander
 89 Be a ratfink
 90 Alexis I, e.g.
 92 Jackie’s hubby #2
 93 Offense
 97 Almost
 98 Six-pt. plays
 99 Cry like _
 100 Amply skilled
 102 Rundown
 103 Bards’ Muse
 104 Singer Hall
 105 Oven maker
 106 Spiteful
 107 Passes idly, as 
time
 108 Dryly funny
 113 Slaughter of 
baseball
 114 James with a 
Pulitzer
 115 Discreet call
 117 MPG monitor
 118 Chaplin’s title
 119 _-fi flick
 121 Always, poetically
 122 Oldies group _ Na 
Na
 123 “Tonka” star 
Mineo
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Your good health By Keith Roach, M.D.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I am 95 
now and take no medications. My 
primary-care doctor wants me to 
take aspirin, even just the baby 
aspirin, twice a week. Some of the 
supplements I take do have blood-
thinning characteristics, and for 
that reason I am fighting the aspirin 
recommendation. In general, is it 
OK to refuse the recommendation of 
one’s doctor? – F.V.

It is your body, and you have every 
right to make decisions about your 
treatment. However, you should be 
very circumspect about overruling 
your doctor, and you should be 
doing so for very good reasons. 
Your doctor has the obligation to tell 
you why he or she is recommending 
a treatment and what the downsides 
are from not taking it. You, on the 
other hand, are obliged to tell your 
doctor the truth.

In your case, it sounds like you 
don’t want to take the aspirin 
because you feel the supplements 
you are taking have a similar effect 
to aspirin. Very few supplements, 
if any, have been studied as well as 
aspirin has. Aspirin has a clear risk 
of side effects, especially bleeding, 
but most evidence shows that it 
reduces the risk of heart attack 
more than it increases the risk 
of bleeding. It also might reduce 
cancer risk.

The higher the risk of heart 
disease, the better aspirin is, in 
terms of risks versus benefits. At 
95, your risk for heart attack is 
higher than a 50-year-old’s, and 
so it would be expected to have 
more benefit than harm. So while I 
agree with your doctor to take it, I 
also respect your decision not to.

Be sure you discuss your 
supplements with your doctor.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I have had 
stomach pain on my lower left 
side for several months. Other 
symptoms include occasional 
heartburn, bloating and almost 

constant burping. My doctor is 
treating it with metronidazole, 
clarithromycin and omeprazole. 
Could these be symptoms of 
stomach cancer? – D.W.

Abdominal pain, heartburn 
and belching are nonspecific 
symptoms that can be associated 
with many conditions. The most 
common would be GERD (gastro-
esophageal reflux disease), 
gastritis and stomach ulcer. The 
combination of medications your 
doctor is treating you with is for 
the bacteria H. pylori, which 
can cause gastritis and ulcers. 
Eradication of the infection, which 
is very common, can heal ulcers 
and relieve symptoms. H. pylori 
can be diagnosed definitively by 
a breath test or a stool test, or by 
biopsy of the stomach. A blood test 
shows evidence of old infection, 
but it isn’t completely accurate.

Stomach cancer has vague 
symptoms as well, and requires a 
high degree of suspicion. Stomach 
symptoms that don’t improve with 
treatment, or that have worrisome 
features like weight loss, early 
satiety (the feeling of being full 
after eating only a small amount of 
food) or bleeding should cause the 
doctor to consider an endoscopy 
to look at the stomach. New onset 
of symptoms in someone over 
55 also should be considered for 
endoscopy. 

Treatment of H. pylori may 
reduce future risk of gastric cancer 
(that’s stomach cancer).

_______________________
Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable 
to answer individual letters, but 
will incorporate them in the column 
whenever possible. Readers may email 
questions to ToYourGoodHealth@
med.cornell.edu. To view and 
order health pamphlets, visit www.
rbmamall.com, or write to P.O. Box 
536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475. 
(c) 2015 North America Synd., Inc. 
All Rights Reserved.
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mandatory personal finance 
training as a requirement for 
high school graduation. The 
Council for Economic Education 
reported that as of 2014, only 17 
states required students to take a 
high school course in personal 
finance or that personal finance 
be included in an economics or 
civics course as a graduation 
requirement (http://www.
councilforeconed.org/news-
information/survey-of-the-
states/). That’s compared to 13 
states in 2011. However, only 
six states (Colorado, Delaware, 
Georgia, Missouri, Michigan and 
Texas) required testing of that 
material last year. The Jump$tart 
Coalition for Personal Financial 
Literacy reported that only four 
states (Missouri, Tennessee, Utah 
and Virginia) require at least a 
one-semester course devoted to 
personal finance.

Bottom line: The results from 
the first-ever global high school 
financial literacy test show 
that organized and systemwide 
personal finance training 
helps students excel at money 
management. 

______________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s 
financial education programs.
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(CTAT) state award an individual 
must have demonstrated 
contributions to the success of 
CTE through the quality of their 
work and involvement in the CTE 
community. Some of Rodriguez’ 
accomplishments have included 
setting up distance meetings 
with outlying school districts; 
establishing new partnerships 
to close gaps between business 
and industry; hosting regional 
CTE conferences, creating the 

district’s first K-12 Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Math (STEM) Expo; adding a 
robotics course for all students 
in 5th and 6th grades; proposing 
engineering courses for middle 
and high school students; 
designing the new STEM 
building which was part of the 
district’s bond election; and 
increasing the number of SEISD 
students participating in CTE 
competitions.

Rodriguez has been the CTE 
Coordinator for SEISD since 
October 2013. Previously he 
served as the Region 19 CTE 

Specialist from 2011 to 2013 
and Tech-Prep Director from 
1998-2011. He is a graduate 
of University of Phoenix and 
holds an MBA with an emphasis 
in Business and Technology 
Management. 

The CTE program at SEISD 
currently offers 10, two-year 
pathways for students in different 
industries such as advertising 
and graphic design, CISCO, 
automotive technology, building 
trades, etc.

CTAT is an organization of 
professionals with the common 
goal of preparing students 
for the high-tech, high-skill 
careers of the 21st century.  The 
purpose of the CTAT Awards is 
to promote excellence in career 
and technical education and to 
spotlight individuals who have 
made meaningful and long-
lasting contributions to CTE.
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the U.S. Websites typically 
request personal identifiers 
and credit card information 
that could be used for identity 
theft. These websites are not 
associated with TWC or any 
other state workforce agency. 
In a related incident, one Texas 
claimant was asked to purchase 
a credit report and to get a 
health insurance quote before 
filing a claim. TWC does not 
require individuals to purchase 
anything or pay a fee to file for 

unemployment benefits. These 
websites are selling information 
and services provided for free by 
TWC and other state agencies. 
Individuals having attempted 
to apply for UI benefits using 
a third-party website need to 
contact TWC at 800-939-6631 
or 512-463-2236 to submit their 
claim. Confidential information 
given to a third-party website 
could be used for identity 
theft. An online Identity Theft 
Information Guide from the 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety provides useful tips, if 
you believe you are a victim of 
identity theft. TWC administers 

UI benefits to workers who 
become unemployed through 
no fault of their own and are 
actively seeking work. To file 
a claim or to find out more 
about unemployment benefits 
go to www.texasworkforce.
org/unemploymentbenefits. 
To avoid becoming a victim 
of scams, visit the Texas 
Office of the Attorney 
General online at www.oag.
state.tx.us/consumer/scams.
shtml or www.onguardonline.
gov, managed by the Federal 
Trade Commission, for more 
information.

– Lisa Givens
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