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Life’s greatest failure is failing to be 
true to the best you know.

— Quips & Quotes

Hi sweetheart
An 80-year-old woman had a South 
Florida judge in stitches and avoided 
disorderly conduct charges when, 
instead of calling the magistrate 
“your honor,” she referred to him 
as “sweetheart,” according the 
Association of Mature American 
Citizens. She even asked him to buy 
her breakfast. Dolores Sheinis was 
in court to answer charges that she 
violated a restraining order requiring 
her to stay away from her former 
husband. She denied the charges 
and that’s when she started cracking 
wise. Ms. Sheinis’ antics seemed to 
amuse the judge, but not enough to 
dismiss the case against her. “I don’t 
particularly feel like keeping an 
80-year-old woman in jail who has 
no criminal record, but this is your 
second warning: Don’t go around 
him again,” he said after ordering her 
to wear an ankle bracelet.

– John Grimaldi

Socorro ISD
invites realtors
Team SISD invites Realtors from 
the Eastside, the City of Socorro 
and Horizon City to a breakfast 
meeting to learn more about the 
school district. Superintendent José 
Espinoza and district administrators 
will share information regarding 
school boundaries, enrollment and 
district policies. The district, which 
has seen much growth in far east El 
Paso, will open its 47th school north 
of Montana for the 2015-2016 school 
year. Purple Heart Elementary, 14400 
GR Campuzano Dr., will help ease 
enrollment at Hurshel Antwine 
and Chester Jordan elementaries. 
In addition, El Dorado 9th Grade 
Academy will officially become 
Pebble Hills High School, 14400 
Pebble Hills Blvd., at the start of 
the new school year. The academy 
opened in 2010 and alleviated 
overcrowding at El Dorado High 
School. The meeting will take place 
Tuesday, March10 at 9:30 a.m. in the 
District Service Center, Rooms C & 
D at 12440 Rojas.

– Christina Flores-Jones

Wanted
A man holds up a west El Paso store 
at gunpoint. Detectives from the El 
Paso Police Department are asking 
for your help in identifying this robber 

HORIZON – “The firefighters morale 
is way up now that the new $4.6 million 
emergency services station in Horizon 
City is fully operational and the latest 
equipment and vehicles are in place,” said 
Ron Larson, administrator for El Paso 
County’s Emergency Services District 
(ESD) #1.

– Photo by Rick Shrum

TOP NOTCH FACILITY – The new Horizon City Emergency Services District #1 facility is a 24,800 square-foot, two-story complex that 
includes ample sleeping quarters, modern kitchen and dining areas, spacious training facilities, eight separate offices, a TV room, 
weight room, central heating and cooling system, and garage bays that adequately accommodate the station’s fire trucks, equipment, 
and accessories.

New emergency services station
boosts firefighters’ morale

EPCESD#1 responded
to 2,788 calls in 2014

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

“We now have bedrooms so that the 
crew working has a place to sleep. (The 
old station did not have sleeping quarters). 
And, we have enough bays to house all 
the trucks inside so maintenance issues 
are down,” stated Larsen. He added that 
the new station also has ample space for 
administrators and fire marshal, and for a 
huge training classroom that is designed 
to be used as an emergency operations 
center should the need arise.

Furthermore, with the new facility comes 
an enhanced communications system. “We 
are now being dispatched through the local 
police department which is speeding up 
our receiving of calls. Trucks are usually 

out of the station within one minute of 
receiving the call,” Larson stated. He said 
that firefighters, who get paid a minimal 
stipend but still considered volunteers, are 
now working shifts 24 hours a day thanks 
to the accommodations that the new station 
provides.

ESD#1 currently has 50 volunteers and 
a long waiting list of several interested 
applicants. “Because the guys work on a 
stipend program for their pay, we will not 
let the roster get too big so that they can 
work a few shifts each month and make a 
little money,” Larson stated.

Each firefighter is required to work two 
day and two night shifts each month. A 
shift is from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. or vice versa. 
The volunteer firefighters also participate 
in weekly training sessions to learn 
and improve their emergency medical 
services and fire fighting skills which are 
utilized when they respond to a variety of 
emergency calls.

As for equipment, the Horizon fire 
station took delivery of a new pumper 
truck recently as the other pumpers 
are more than 14 years old and need 
upgrading because they will still be in 
reserve service, Larson explained. “Also, 
this March we will have a new heavy 
rescue/pumper delivered. The truck will 
have all the equipment of a pumper but 
will also carry equipment for rescues 
including Jaws of Life, air bags, among 
other special features,” he stated.

Assisting Larson with ESD#1’s 
administrative duties are administrative 
assistant Tami Noel and administrative 
accountant Katherine Ames. Larson 
and Noel are full-time employees while 
Ames works part-time. The Horizon City 
station’s annual budget is about $1.8 
million.

ESD#1’s service area is approximately 
156 square miles in far east El Paso County 

See STATION, Page 5

SAN ELIZARIO – Patricia Franco, 
Assistant Principal at San Elizario 
High School, was recently 
named Administrator 
of the Year at the 22nd 
Annual Bilingual Educators 
Emphasizing Multicultural 
Settings (BEEMS) 
Conference. Although, 
Bilingual Education/English 
as a Second Language 
Coordinator Susie Frescas 
nominated Franco, she had to 
put in most of the work for 
the nomination herself, which 
included submitting an application 
and resume. Once her submission was 
chosen to advance to the next round, 
a committee then interviewed Franco. 
She became a finalist but did not know 
she had been chosen as the winner until 

San Eli HS admnistrator
receives BEEMS Award

her name was announced on February 
6 during the annual event held at the 
University of Texas at El Paso.

Franco has been an administrator at 
San Elizario High School since 2011. 
Her main administrative duties include 

guidance and instruction, 
University Avenue, and 
Limited English Proficiency/
English as a Second Language 
programs among many 
others.

Conference organizers 
estimated that nearly 500 
participants from the U.S., 
Mexico and other Central 
American countries shared 
dual-language research and 
best practices during the 

22nd Annual BEEMS Conference. The 
conference offered sessions for teachers, 
parents and administrators. Three awards 
are also presented during the annual 
BEEMS event, which include Teacher, 
Administrator and Advocate of the Year.

By Cynthia P. Marentes
Special to the Courier

Patricia Franco
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Aided by the Yale Law School 
Veterans Legal Service Clinic, a 
handful of Vietnam veterans with 
PTSD filed suit in U.S. District 
Court in Connecticut alleging that 
the military didn’t upgrade their 
discharges when it should have. 
Over the years, less than 5 percent 
of requests for upgrade have been 
given. 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
didn’t have a name back when 
these veterans were in Vietnam. 
That only came about in 1980. 
Various wars have called it “shell 
shock” and “combat exhaustion.” 
During the Vietnam War, they 
were calling it “stress response 
syndrome.” Doctors thought it 
was caused by “response” and 
would go away, and if it lasted 
too long, it must have been pre-
existing.

What no one took into 
consideration back then was 
that there was a reason for the 
behaviors of veterans with PTSD, 
which included being absent 
without leave, drug use, hyper-
vigilance, the inability to carry out 
duties, altercations and blackouts. 
Once PTSD had a name, and its 
symptoms and accompanying 
behaviors recognized, those 

undesirable discharges should 
have been upgraded for tens of 
thousands of veterans.

The veterans in the class-
action lawsuit all had been given 
other-than-honorable discharges, 
which has followed them since 
then, bringing a lack of correct 
medical care, unemployment, 
homelessness and damaged 
relationships, as well as years of 
anxiety.

This lawsuit is similar to a 2008 
lawsuit (Sabo vs. United States) 
that was filed for veterans who’d 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan. In 
those cases, veterans with PTSD 
only rated a 10 percent disability 
(when it should have been 50 
percent after 2002), and the 
veterans therefore were denied 
benefits. 

To read the lawsuit, search 
online for Case 3:14-cv-00260 
in the U.S. District Court in 
Connecticut.

_______________________
Freddy Groves regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his column 
whenever possible. Send email 
to columnreply2@gmail.com. (c) 
2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Vietnam vets file 
suit over PTSD

Job seekers in southern Doña 
Ana County and northwest El Paso 
County are invited to meet with 
more than 20 regional employers and 
career development organizations 
and get information about current 
job opportunities or job-placement 
assistance during the Doña Ana 
County Career & Resource Fair, 
which will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Thursday, May 15, at the 
Women’s Intercultural Center, 303 

Anthony, NM hosts career and resource fair
By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

Lincoln St., in Anthony, NM.
Individuals looking for 

employment will have access to 
employers seeking candidates 
in various disciplines including 
health care, telecommunications, 
hospitality and construction. Job 
seekers are encouraged to dress 
professionally, bring their resumes, 
and be prepared for on-site 
interviews.

“This job fair is open to the public 
and is designed to help connect folks 
with jobs and employment resources 
in southern Doña Ana County,” said 
co-organizer Raul Gonzalez of the 

Rio Grande Council of Governments. 
“In addition to bringing in top 
employers from the region, we 
will be providing resources for job 
seekers to assist them in preparing 
for their employment search.”

The job fair is hosted by the 
Women’s Intercultural Center in 
Anthony and is organized by the Rio 
Grande Council of Governments, 
Tierra del Sol Housing Corp., The 
City of Anthony NM, and the Office 
of U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich.

For more information call Raul 
Gonzalez at 533-0998 ext. 137, or 
send e-mail to raulg@riocog.org.

Mother’s Day is May 11. If you’re wracking your 
brain for ways to show your mom appreciation for 
all the sacrifices she made while raising you, here’s a 
thought: Why not offer to spend some time helping to 
sort through her financial, legal and medical paperwork 
to make sure everything is in order? 

While flowers and candy offer immediate gratification, 
I’ll bet your mom will truly appreciate the long-term 
value of getting her records in order now so that she – 
and you – will be able to take appropriate actions later 
on, should the need arise. 

Some of the areas you might want to organize 
include:

• Retirement income sources. Gather these documents 
so your mom will have a better idea how much income 
she’ll have available throughout retirement: 

1) Register your mom at mySocialSecurity (www.
socialsecurity.gov/myaccount) to gain access to 
personalized estimates of retirement, disability 
and survivors benefits, lifetime earnings records 
and estimated Social Security and Medicare taxes 
paid. 
2) You’ll also need your dad’s statement to determine 
any potential spousal or survivor benefits for which 
she might be eligible, so sign him up as well. 
3) Annual statements for pension, IRA, 401(k) 
or other retirement savings plans for which she’s 
eligible. (Check your dad’s statements too in case 
she’s eligible for spousal death benefits.)
4) Bank statements for checking, savings, money 
market and CD accounts.
5) Company stock and bond certificates, and 
statements for other investment accounts.

Outstanding debts. Also gather monthly statements 
and outstanding balances owed for major expenses 
including: home mortgage or other property loans, 
home equity loan or line of credit, car loan or lease, 
credit cards, medical bills and personal loans.

Other important documents. Your mom should have 
documents instructing how she’d like her affairs to be 
handled, both while she’s living and after death. Look 
for: 

• Medical, homeowner/renter, auto, life, disability 
and long-term care insurance policies.

• A will (and possibly a trust) outlining how she 
wants her estate managed after death.

• Durable power of attorney and health care proxy 
specifying who will make her financial and medical 
decisions if she becomes incapacitated. 

• Also, a living will tells doctors which medical 
treatments and life-support procedures she does or 
doesn’t want performed.

• Birth certificate, marriage license, Social Security 
card, funeral plans, safe deposit box information, etc.

• Contact information for professional service 
providers (doctors, pharmacy, lawyer, financial advisor, 
bank, insurance companies, etc.) Also give these 
providers your own contact information in case of 
emergencies.

Review these documents regularly and make updates 
whenever her situation changes. For example, make 
sure that designated beneficiaries for your mom’s will, 
life insurance and retirement plans accurately reflect 
her current wishes.

If you need help guiding financial discussions, Social 
Security has created a special website for women 
(www.ssa.gov/women) that provides information on 
retirement, disability and other issues – in English and 
Spanish. They also have a Retirement Estimator (www.
ssa.gov/estimator) that enters her earnings information 
from their records to estimate her projected Social 
Security benefits under different scenarios (age at 
retirement, future earnings projections, etc.) 

Another good resource is the Women’s Saving 
Initiative, a program jointly developed by Heinz Family 
Philanthropies, the Women’s Institute for a Secure 
Retirement (WISER) and Visa Inc. This program features 
a free book called “What Women Need to Know About 
Retirement,” which you can download as a PDF or audio 
file at www.practicalmoneyskills.com/resources.

If you need professional help, consult a licensed 
financial planner who can design a personalized 
retirement strategy. If you don’t know one, try the 
Financial Planning Association (www.plannersearch.
org).

________________________________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s financial education 
programs.

Help mom get organized for Mother’s Day
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Veterans Post By Freddy Groves

Medical marijuana is legal 
in only 23 states. To gain 
access to it in those states 
with marijuana dispensaries, 
physicians are required to give 
advice and sign forms. 

The problem for veterans: 
The Department of Veterans 
Affairs is required to follow 
federal guidelines. Federal 
law bans VA doctors from 
prescribing marijuana, even in 
those states where it’s legal.

In November, Oregon 
Rep. Earl Blumenauer 
submitted a bill to the House 
of Representatives called The 
Veterans Equal Access Act of 
2014, number H.R. 5762. It 
has 15 co-sponsors (half on 
each side of the political aisle) 
and has advanced to full-
committee consideration by the 
Subcommittee on Health. The 
bill would direct the secretary 
of the VA to “authorize VA 
health care providers to: 
1) provide veterans with 
recommendations and opinions 
regarding participation in their 
state’s marijuana programs, and 
2) complete forms reflecting 
such recommendations and 

opinions.”
There are a lot of veterans 

waiting on this bill to pass, 
especially those with PTSD 
and chronic pain.

On the one hand, veterans 
can participate in programs 
in their states and still get VA 
care, but their doctors at the 
VA cannot advise, leaving 
patients on their own to acquire 
marijuana. Some 1 million 
veterans instead choose other 
VA treatments and drugs, such 
as opioids. Many get hooked 
on those, creating other 
problems.

Medical marijuana can 
reduce symptoms of re-
experiencing, avoidance and 
hyperarousal in PTSD by 75 
percent, according to a New 
Mexico survey conducted from 
2009 to 2011. New Mexico 
was the first state to authorize 
marijuana as a treatment for 
PTSD.

If this is an issue you care 
about, call Rep. Blumenauer in 
Washington, D.C., and say so. 
The number is (202) 225-4811.

____________________
(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

Medical marijuana 
banned at the VA

Imagine renting a home on 
a beautiful beachfront from a 
trusted website, arriving to start 
your vacation and finding out 

you’ve been scammed? 
This scenario reflects thousands 

of complaints placed with the 
U.S. Federal Trade Commission 

How to avoid online vacation rental scams
(FTC) last year involving local 
vacation rentals. The FTC 
reports some victims lost money 
by wiring cash to thieves posing 
as property owners. Others lost 
money through fake websites 
replicating legitimate sites. 

In today’s economy in which 
home sharing has become more 
popular, how do travelers protect 
themselves from a range of 
potential online scams? Here are 
some suggestions:

Review rental contracts 
carefully. Check the address of 
the property you’re interested 
in with on-the-ground resources 
like the local tourism office or 
the leading real estate brokerage 
in the community. While you’re 
speaking with the tourism office, 
ask if there have been any specific 
complaints against the rental 
service you have consulted or if 
there might be more reliable and 
possibly more affordable rental 
resources in town.

Be wary of your source. 
Legitimate property owners may 
use free print or web classified 
ads to save money, but it’s 
important to vet any free listing 
very carefully. Also, confirm 
with a live representative to 
ensure the site is legitimate. 

Compare rental rates in 
the immediate area. A good 
deal might be tempting to 

seize immediately, but the 
FTC notes that severely below-
market pricing for rentals and 
other vacation services in a 
community might indicate a 
scam. Crosscheck the pricing 
of home rentals and related 
services in the community 
before you make a reservation. 
Given the example above, don’t 
rely on the Internet alone. Pick 
up the phone and talk directly to 
a representative.

Check transient license 
law in your destination city. 
Transient licenses regulate 
properties rented to guests 
for time periods generally 
30 days or less. Call your 
destination city to get details 
on their transient license law 
and whether you can confirm 
the registration of the property 
you’re considering. Ask the 
property owner for a copy of his 
or her transient license and see 
if the city will share the same 
license for your inspection to 
make sure they match. Also ask 
the city whether any specific 
complaints are available for the 
property you are considering. 

Be wary of phishing scams. 
Be on the lookout for email and 
phone scammers who masquerade 
as employees of businesses you 
trust – they’re after your bank or 
credit information. If you receive 

emails or phone calls demanding 
advance payments, contact the 
original website to confirm your 
reservation and payment policy. 
Recently, travel site Booking.
com had to pay out compensation 
to more than 10,000 customers 
from the U.S., UK, France, Italy, 
Portugal and the UAE who were 
victims of a phishing scam.

Follow recommendations. 
Personal recommendations 
from friends and family can 
ensure a safe transaction. If you 
know someone who has visited 
a destination or rented property 
recently, ask which companies 
or individuals they would 
recommend. 

Report fraud. Inform the 
local police at your vacation 
destination, the local Better 
Business Bureau and the FTC. 
When you get home, notify 
your local police or your state 
attorney general’s consumer 
protection office to alert them to 
this particular cybercrime if you 
made the money transfer from 
your home state.

Bottom line: As online 
vacation rentals grow, so does 
cybercrime. Be cautious when 
booking arrangements online to 
protect your payments data. 

______________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s 
financial education programs.

Archives: www.wtxcc.com



Page 3February 26, 2015 West Texas County Courier

EL PASO COUNTY – El Paso Museum 
of Archaeology will hold its annual Spring 
Break Archaeology Day Camp, from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m., Tuesday through Friday, 
March 10 - 13, for youth ages 9 to 12, 
at the museum’s mountain fairgrounds, 
4301 Transmountain Road.

The archaeology day camp is an 
interactive course designed to teach 
children the purpose, methodology, and 
value of studying ancient cultures and 
heritage through the interpretation of 
material culture or artifacts, according 
to Brittany Hutchinson, community 

– Photo courtesy of the El Paso Museum of Archaeology

TAKE AIM – Campers participating in an Atl-atl throwing activity during last year’s El 
Paso Museum of Archaeology spring break day camp practice throwing a spear.

Museum holds spring
break archaeology camp

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

engagement coordinator for the museum.
“The archaeology camp’s focus is on 

respecting and appreciating the prehistory 
of the El Paso-Juárez region, especially its 
people and diverse cultures,” Hutchinson 
stated. Hands-on activities will include 
conducting a survey, mock excavation, 
field trip to Hueco Tanks State Park and 
Atl-Atl throwing demonstrations.

Registration fee for the camp experience 
is $55 for archaeology museum members 
and $70 for non-members. Registration 
is on a first come, first serve basis, and 
enrollment is limited to 12 students.

For more information and to register 
for the camp, contact the museum 
at (915) 755-4332 or send email to 
Hutchinsonbm@elpasotexas.gov.

TEXAS – This year, AARP Foundation 
is again providing free tax assistance 
and preparation for taxpayers with low 
to moderate income through the AARP 
Foundation Tax-Aide program. In its 
48th year, the program is the nation’s 
largest free tax assistance and preparation 
service, giving special attention the older 
population. You do not need to be a 
member of AARP or a retiree to use this 
service.

“Tax code is incredibly complex, and 
many Texans struggle to navigate it and 
get the refunds they’re due,” said Ron 
Craig, the volunteer leader oversees all 
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide volunteers 
in Texas. “We’re here to help. We see 
many folks coming back year after year to 
get help they trust from volunteers in their 
own neighborhood. We’re always taking 
new clients as well.”

Last year, AARP Foundation Tax-
Aide’s 36,000 volunteers nationwide 
provided 2.6 million people with free 
tax help. Of these, more than 2,000 

AARP volunteers and more than 162,000 
taxpayers were Texans. The program 
is offered at approximately 284 sites in 
Texas including senior centers, libraries 
and other convenient locations.

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide volunteers 
are trained and IRS-certified each year to 
ensure their knowledge of revisions to the 
U.S. tax code. In Texas alone, taxpayers 
who used AARP Foundation Tax-Aide 
received more than $106 million in 
income tax refunds and more than $22.8 
million in Earned Income Tax Credits.

Preparation of tax returns under the 
Affordable Care Act rules will require 
additional documentation from taxpayers 
this year. The good news is that taxpayers 
on Medicare or Medicare Advantage 
don’t need any further information. For 
everyone else, health insurance coverage 
information, including information about 
Marketplace purchases and health care 
exemptions.

For more information or to locate 
an AARP Foundation Tax-Aide site, 
visit www.aarp.org/findtaxhelp or call 
1-888-AARPNOW (1-888-227-7669). 
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is offered in 
conjunction with the IRS.

AARP offers free tax help, prep
By Kim Loop

Special to the Courier
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The demolition workers
must be a big hit with

onlookers. They’re always
bringing the house down.

February 26, 2015Page 4 West Texas County Courier

FANS SELL OUT THE DON SUNDAY MARCH 1ST AND RECEIVE A COUPON FOR A 
FREE PAPA JOHN’S PIZZA.

 EXCHANGE THESE VOUCHERS FOR FREE UTEP WOMEN’S BASKETBALL TICKET(S).

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 915-747-6065
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STRANGE
BUT TRUE
By Samantha Weaver

• Though they seemingly 
have little in common, early 
20th-century American 
politician William Jennings 
Bryan and 19th-century 
French author Honore de 
Balzac seemed to share a 
distrust of great wealth. Bryan 
observed, “No one can earn 
a million dollars honestly,” 
and Balzac, echoing that 
sentiment, stated, “Behind 
every great fortune there is 
a crime.” 

• A single speck of blood 
contains around 5 million red 
blood cells. 

• You might be surprised 
to learn that ebooks are 
not a recent phenomenon; 
back in 1971 a man named 
Michael S. Hart began to 
digitize printed works, typing 
them in by hand. His fi rst 
project – The Declaration of 
Independence. 

• Woodrow Wilson is the 
only U.S. president who held 
a Ph.D.

• With a height of 321 feet, 
the Memphis Pyramid, 
completed in 1991, is the 
largest pyramid in the 
Americas, and the sixth-
largest in the world. 

• The Dalai Lama likes to 
repair watches as a way to 
relax. 

• Before modern medical 
techniques became common, 
it was not unusual for people 
to be inadvertently buried 
alive. In 1819, the Doctor 
Regent of the Faculty of 
Medicine in Paris estimated 
that one-third to one-half 
of people who died in bed 
were, in fact, still alive when 
they were interred. This 
led to the invention of the 
“security coffi n,” which was 
connected to a monitoring 
station by a long tube. If the 
presumed corpse did regain 
consciousness, food and 
drink could be transported 
through the tube while the 
coffi n was exhumed. 

• In ancient China, snail shells 
were used as currency.

Thought for the Day: “Good 
humor is a tonic for mind and 
body. It is the best antidote 
for anxiety and depression. 
It is a business asset. It 
attracts and keeps friends. 
It lightens human burdens. It 
is the direct route to serenity 
and contentment.”

– Grenville Klieser 

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

VINTON – Keep Vinton 
Beautiful is kicking off the 
Great American Cleanup this 
Saturday, Feb. 28 by partnering 
with UTEP for Project Move. 
Project Move is UTEP’s annual 
day where students volunteer for 

different organizations across the 
borderland. This year’s activities 
for Project Move in Vinton will 
consist of installing four Little Free 
Libraries around the community, 
making planters out of recycled 
tires, collecting removing tires 
from illegal dump sites, prep 
soil to plant planting fl owers and 
bushes for a butterfl y garden and 
repainting the butterfl ies on the 

sidewalk at Mariposa Park.
The Great American Cleanup is 

the country’s largest community 
improvement program where 
over 20,000 communities 
participate each year to beautify 
and clean their communities. 
Other activities Keep Vinton 
Beautiful will host as part of the 
Great American Cleanup are:

• Rio Grande River Cleanup – 

March 21;
• Don’t mess with Texas 

Trash-Off – April 11;
• Arbor/Earth Day Tree 

Planting – April 25; and
• Helping Hands to paint 

homes for the elderly and 
disabled – May 16.

If your organization or club 
would like to volunteer for any 
of the events please feel free to 
contact Jannette Monrreal at 
(915) 886-5104 or email her at 
jmonrreal@vintontx.us.

Keep Vinton Beautiful starts Saturday
By Marina Ramirez
Special to the Courier
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INFORMATIVE MEETING 
FM 258 (Socorro Rd.) – BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

 
From 2.52 Miles west of FM 258 (Socorro Rd.)/SH20 (Alameda Ave.) Intersection  

to 2.39 Miles east of FM 258 (Socorro Rd.)/SH 20 (Alameda Ave.) Intersection 
El Paso County, Texas 

CSJ: 0002-14-042 
 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) El Paso District will conduct an Informative Meeting for the proposed 
improvement to Highway FM 258 (Socorro Rd.) at: 

Fabens Middle School – Cafeteria 
800 Walker Avenue 
Fabens, TX 79838 

Thursday, March 5, 2015 
5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. 

 
This informative meeting will be conducted in an 
open-house format. Those wishing to attend are 
encouraged to do so at their convenience between 
the hours of 5:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.  Plans and 
other displays will be available for review, and 
project staff will be available to answer any 
questions regarding the project.  All handouts will be 
presented in English and Spanish. No formal 
presentation will be given.  
The purpose of the meeting is to provide 
information about the proposed project.  The 
proposed project consists of the replacement of the 
FM 258 (Socorro Rd.) bridge.  All of the proposed 
work is anticipated to occur within the existing 
TxDOT right of way and El Paso County Water 
Improvement District #1 (EPCWID) right of way, and 
would not result in any commercial or residential displacements. 

Persons interested in attending the Informative Meeting that have special accommodation or communication needs are 
encouraged to contact TxDOT El Paso District Public Information Office, Blanca Del Valle, at (915) 790-4200 at least two 
working days before the meeting.  TxDOT will make all reasonable efforts to accommodate special needs as requested.  

Written comments from the public regarding this project are encouraged.  Comments may be submitted either at the 
Informative Meeting or within 10 days after the meeting.  Written comments may be mailed to the following address: 
Texas Department of Transportation El Paso District, Attn: FM 258 (Socorro Rd.) Bridge Replacement, 13301 Gateway 
Boulevard West, El Paso, Texas 79928.  Comments must be postmarked on or before Monday, March 16, 2015 to be 
included as part of the public record.  If you have any questions or would like to discuss the project in more detail, 
please contact Mr. Guillermo Garcia, P.E., TxDOT Project Manager, at (915) 790-4310. 

 

Project Location 

  

Project Location

 

FABENS, 
TEXAS 

 

 PROJECT LOCATION MAP 

 

 

LEGAL

ANTHONY ISD

REQUEST FOR 
COMPETITIVE 

SEALED 
PROPOSALS
FOR ERATE 

DISTRICT WIDE 
INTERNAL 

CONNECTIONS 
AND BASIC 

MAINTENANCE 
RFP NUMBER: 

2015-01

The Board of 
Trustees of the 
Anthony ISD 
is requesting 
Competitive Sealed 
Proposals for Erate 
Category 2 District 
Wide Internal 
C o n n e c t i o n s 
and Basic 
M a i n t e n a n c e . 
The work sought 
includes installing 
a new wireless 
network and 
providing hardware 
support, the scope 
of work is more 
fully described in 
the RFP.

Interested fi rms 
may obtain a copy 
of the full Request 
for Competitive 
Sealed Proposal 
by contacting Ms. 
Emily Levario at 
the phone number 
or email address 
listed below or 
online at: 

h t t p : / / w w w .
anthony isd .net /
d e p a r t m e n t s /
purchasing/bids.
html 

C o m p e t i t i v e 
Sealed Proposals 
will be received 
by the School 
District until 2:00 
p.m. on Monday, 
March 16, 2015. 
All Competitive 
Sealed Proposals 
must be delivered 
by hand or mail to 
the School District 
at the following 
address:

Anthony 
Independent 

School District
840 Sixth St.

Anthony, Texas 
79821

Attn: Ms. Emily 
Levario, CPA

Director of Finance
RFP #: 2015-01
Phone: 915-886-

6500
Email: elevario@
anthonyisd.net

Competitive Sealed 
Proposals not 
received timely will 
not be considered. 
Anthony ISD is an 
Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

WTCC: 02-19-15
             02-26-15
_______________

HELP WANTED

Drivers: $3,500 
Sign-on!! New 
Equipment. Health, 
Life Insurance. Paid 
holidays, vacation. 
Weekly Pay! CDL-
A, 1yr exp. www.
maalt.com.

855-346-2258
_______________

and provides emergency support 
to more than 48,000 residents. 
It is responsible for emergency 
services – in conjunction with 
the county contracted ambulance 
service – to Horizon City, Agua 
Dulce, Ascension, Lakeway, and 
other surrounding communities.

When necessary, ESD#1 also 
provides assistance to ESD#2 
which encompasses Sparks and 
other communities located in 
both districts as well as provides 
mutual aid for large scale 
incidents within the county of El 
Paso to support the El Paso Fire 
Department.

ESD#1 was established in 
1974 originally as the Horizon 
City Volunteer Fire and Rescue 
Company and was comprised 
of 13 members, one fi re station, 
one Seagraves pumper truck, 
and one rescue truck, according 
to the present district’s website 
(epcesd1.com).

Then, in 1975 the El Paso 
County Rural Fire Prevention 
District #1 was organized in 
pursuant to the provisions in 
Article III, Section 48-d of the 
Texas Constitution and Article 
2351-6, Vernon’s Annotated 
Texas. It was a taxing entity 
and employed the fi remen for 
one dollar a year. At that time, 
El Paso County Judge T. Udell 

Moore appointed a fi ve member 
Board of Fire Commissioners to 
govern the district.

Subsequently, the Horizon 
City Volunteer Fire Dept, Inc. 
was dissolved as a corporation 
in May of 1981, and on February 
26, 1994 an election was held 
and approved by the voters 
(129 in favor of formation and 
9 votes against the formation) 
to change the El Paso Rural Fire 
Prevention District No.1 to a new 
taxing entity, the El Paso County 
Emergency Services District #1.

Presently, the two El Paso 
County ESDs are governed by 
the Texas Health and Safety Code 
and overseen by a local board of 
directors that collects taxes from 
property owners in the county 
to run the services. County 
commissioners set the ESDs’ tax 
rate of 10 cents per $100 property 
valuation – the maximum allowed 
under state law.

– Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

NEW EQUIPMENT – Ron Larson, administrator for El Paso County’s Emergency Services District #1, 
checks instrument panel of new pumper truck that is housed in Horizon City’s new fi re station.

Station
From Page 1
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A sporting view By Mark Vasto

With the exception of the 
mid-summer classic that Major 
League Baseball puts on every 
season, I’m not the biggest 
fan of all-star games. Skill 
competitions? Yes… big fan. 
And why the NFL still can’t 
figure out how to have some 
sort of quarterback shootout is 
beyond me. Who wouldn’t want 
to see Peyton Manning versus 
Tom Brady trying to hit, say, a 
pinata from 60 yards out? 

This year’s NBA all-star game 
caught my interest a bit, though. 
The game was being held in New 
York, and you couldn’t get a hotel 
room in Manhattan. Besides the 
NBA, it was fashion week, or 

something along those lines, and 
you had the 40th anniversary of 
“Saturday Night Live.”

What I found interesting from 
an NBA sense was that Knicks 
star Carmello Anthony was 
planning on “shutting it down” 
after the game for the season. 
The Knicks are the worst team 
in basketball, he’s been playing 
hurt, and it was being reported 
that they were going to waive 
Amare Stoudemire after the 
game, too.

“Wow,” I thought. “I wonder 
who’s going to play for the 
Knicks the rest of this year… 
Sarah Silverman?” Conjecture 
had Stoudemire heading to the 

Sports doesn’t need a reality check
Dallas Mavericks. 

Then, it was reported that 21 
people were beheaded in Libya.

If we still had record players, 
that would have been the moment 
where the needle scratched 
across the disc. Where did that 
come from? And why?

A second earlier, I was thinking 
to myself that Stoudemire would 
give the Mavericks an added 
dimension at the low post if he 
could stay healthy, and now I 
feel like a useless jerk for even 
thinking about him coming off 
the bench for Tyson Chandler.

This game is ruined. All games 
are ruined. Why watch any 
games? 

I know I’m not alone in this. 
I want to give credit to one of 
favorite comics, Bill Burr.

“As a football fan, those ‘No 
more’ commercials are driving 
me up the wall,” Burr told Conan 
O’Brien during a recent talk-
show appearance. “It’s like, I’m 
sitting down watching the game 
and all of a sudden I start getting 
reprimanded… like I know a 
woman who’s getting beaten 
and I’m not saying anything. It’s 
driving me nuts because what I 
love about sports is that it’s a great 
way to tap out from the news and, 
you know, just watch a game and 
get away from it. Now all of these 
causes are getting attached to it.”

I felt guilty for feeling the same 
way during the World Series 

when everyone stood up against 
cancer. Again, Bill Burr: 

“There’s a time and a place. I 
know somebody who has died 
of cancer. But I would never go 
to the movies with you and in 
the middle be like, ‘Oh, by the 
way… I know this guy, he died 
of cancer. It was horrific. By 
the way, I got molested when 
I was 9. Enjoy the rest of the 
movie.’”

My feeling is that it’s OK to 
just want to escape the world for 
a while. Leave the causes and 
diseases at the turnstiles.

______________________
Mark Vasto is a veteran 
sportswriter who lives in Kansas 
City. (c) 2015 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

There are some things we wait for that 
come around frequently like a paycheck.

There are other things we wait for that 
come around with less frequency like that 
occasional big night out at Cattleman’s or 
some other fancy restaurant.

And then there are other things that we 
wait for that come around every year like 
that summer vacation or even Christmas.

But there are some things we wait all 
our lives for and never get, although we 
really wanted it in the worst way.

That’s the way it is in the world of 
sports. We always want our teams to win 
it all but honestly, how often does that 
happen? For an example you can go to 
Wikipedia and check out “Cubs fan.”

One of the most anticipated sporting 
events that we all wanted and never 
received was the boxing match between 
the two best fighters in the world, Floyd 
Mayweather and Manny Pacquiao.

It’s too bad that we will never have the 

Mayweather-Pacquiao fight is about six years late
opportunity to see that classic matchup. 
There’s no doubt it would have been one 
for the ages.

I guess we’ll just have to sit and wonder 
how it would have all turned out.

Now before any of you starting sending 
in your cards and letters informing me 
that Mayweather and Pacquiao will 
finally fight each other on May 2 of this 
year, allow me to explain.

I know that these two fighters will meet 
each other in three months in Las Vegas.

But it’s not the fight that real boxing 
fans wanted to see.

Fans were clamoring for this fight six 
years ago when both fighters were in their 
prime and at the top of their game.

In actuality, they’re not battling each 
other on May 2, they’re both battling the 
real undisputed, undefeated champion of 
the word – father time.

In the world of boxing, this is a match 
between a couple of still good, but on the 
decline, fighters that need a big payday.

The 37-year-old Mayweather and 
36-year-old Pacquiao are a shell of what 
they once were. Mayweather has knocked 

only one guy out in the last eight years 
and the hard-hitting Pacquiao hasn’t had 
a knockout since 2009.

This fight is like watching Larry Bird 
take on Magic Johnson – TODAY.

The Bird-Magic game might be close, 
it might even come down to the last shot, 
but I wouldn’t pay to watch it.

Now I know I’m stretching a bit with 
the Bird-Magic comparison, but the 
fact remains that everybody wrote this 
fight off a few years ago after the two 
fighters’ promoters could never make it 
happen.

They’ve gotten older. Their boxing 
reputations have gone south. And there 
hasn’t been the demand to watch either of 
these guys that there was in their prime.

Pacquiao has no defense and has lost 
his power. Mayweather is better suited 
for an episode of Dancing With The 
Stars because that’s all he does. Oh, and 
Mayweather never had power.

Now the promoters, the pay-per-view 
guys and even the sports commentators 
are referring to this as one of those fight-
of-the-century events.

And there’s no doubt that people will 
go out and buy the fight by the millions, 
expecting to see the same two fighters 
they would have seen five years ago.

As a true boxing fan of 40 years, I refuse 
to be duped. I’ve seen too many fighters 
continue to climb into the ring way past 
their prime. And like them I would be 
hoping for a miracle, for the “way back” 
machine to send them back to a time when 
they were at their best.

But 95 percent of the time, when the 
referee is raising the hand of the younger, 
stronger fighter in victory, reality slaps 
you back into the moment.

In this Mayweather-Pacquiao fight, 
there is no younger, stronger guy. Just 
two old guys who have already won.

They’ve won in the sense that they will 
always have great legacies to look back 
on and they’ve won in the sense that they 
will both walk out of the ring even more 
rich than they already are.

The only losers here are the fight fans 
who missed out on the real fight-of-the-
century five years ago – when this fight 
was worth it.

To Advertise Call 852-3235



Comix

Super Crossword

OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

Your good health By Keith Roach, M.D.
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MULTIPLE LISTING
ACROSS

 1 Nightclub show
 8 “Sweet Rosie _” 
(Betty Grable film)
 14 Floating with no 
control
 20 Surplus amount
 21 Greek Muse of 
astronomy
 22 Pointy beard
 23 Cough-quelling 
tablet
 24 Cowboys’ toppers
 26 Like old teams 
that ferried borax
 28 Luau garland
 29 Knife incision
 30 _-mo replay
 31 Big serving spoon
 34 Big record label, 
once
 37 Suffix with serpent
 38 Long-term home 
loan option
 45 Javelin’s path
 48 Ending for seor
 49 Small musical 
band
 50 The “A” of ETA: 
Abbr.
 51 Mem. of the family
 52 1979 Nick Nolte 
film
 59 L-P center
 60 More silver-haired
 61 Dispatched in the 
direction of
 62 Hold up
 64 Pianist’s 

challenge
 66 Rajah’s mate
 68 With a leg on 
each side of
 70 “Apollo 13” org.
 71 1994 Erica Jong 
memoir
 76 Unlucky time for 
Caesar
 77 Cold Lipton 
offering
 79 _ -am (touter of 
green eggs and ham)
 80 Food fish
 81 Gp. to call after a 
stall
 82 Deft
 86 King in “The Lion 
King”
 89 State south of S. 
Dak.
 90 Flying on foot
 93 III, in modern 
Rome
 94 Ex-Texas 
governor Richards
 95 Fat-removal 
procedure, for short
 96 Chou En-_ 
(former Communist 
leader)
 97 Old JFK lander
 98 Philadelphia 
election-monitoring 
group
 106 Santa _, 
California
 107 This moment
 108 French for 
“daughter”

 109 Meditation 
syllables
 112 Take care of
 114 “… _ mouse?”
 117 Phileas Fogg’s 
around-the-world time
 122 Right angle 
feature
 127 Satirist P.J.
 128 Penguin type
 129 Lack
 130 More boisterous
 131 Father, e.g.
 132 Seaport south of 
Kiev
 133 No less than

DOWN
 1 Male foal
 2 States bluntly
 3 Gemstone 
mounting
 4 “Am so!” retort
 5 Vent vocally
 6 Like omelets
 7 Be rife (with)
 8 Money spent
 9 Gluttonous
 10 Managed
 11 Director Lee
 12 Oven knob
 13 Ivy League school
 14 In past time
 15 With 74-Down, 
longtime morning radio 
host
 16 Match cheers
 17 Napoli locale
 18 Throwing a big 
party for

 19 Student being 
quizzed
 25 VIP’s ride
 27 Final: Abbr.
 32 “_ smile be your 
umbrella”
 33 British peers
 35 Artsy-_
 36 Basically
 39 Door part
 40 “Do _ else!”
 41 _ avis
 42 Provoke
 43 Mournful cry
 44 Pound sound
 45 Iran neighbor
 46 Avis offering
 47 Inspector in “The 
Pink Panther”
 53 Supermodel 
Banks
 54 Use the ears
 55 ‘62 Bond film
 56 RBIs, e.g.
 57 Some fishing 
spears
 58 Some Alpine 
singers
 63 Safest option
 65 Father
 67 Conditions
 69 Tumbler top
 71 Was a tributary of
 72 Bring home
 73 Renown
 74 See 15-Down
 75 Cartoon skunk _ 
La Fume
 78 It gives red wine 
its color

 80 “_ isn’t so!”
 83 Eye flirtatiously
 84 Nastase of the 
court
 85 _ the iceberg
 87 Car shaft
 88 Marvel’s Lee
 91 “Platoon” zone, 
briefly
 92 Ex-U.N. head 
Annan
 98 Brief sleep
 99 City east of 
Syracuse
 100 Way
 101 Having no depth, 
briefly
 102 Rains down ice 
pellets
 103 Actress Cuthbert
 104 Really chill, with 
“out”
 105 “Hey, bro!”
 110 Singer Callas
 111 Comedian Wanda
 113 Editing mark
 115 Total revision
 116 Ripened
 118 Circle dance
 119 Horse pace
 120 Cry of pain
 121 Spanish muralist 
Jos Mara _
 123 Foil material
 124 Up to now
 125 “Norma _”
 126 Trauma ctrs.

Answer Page 4

DEAR DR. ROACH: I am a 70-year-
old man with high blood pressure. 
I take a calcium-channel blocker 
and a diuretic to control it. I am 
concerned about systolic readings 
that can vary 10-12 points when 
I take my blood pressure five-10 
minutes apart. A recent example: 
readings of 132, 143, 140 and 133, 
taken five to six minutes apart. My 
diastolic readings don’t vary more 
than a point or two in the mid-70s. 
Should I be concerned about these 
variations in systolic pressure? – 
J.S.

Having a patient who gets 
multiple values, thinks about what 
it means and cares enough to ask is 
a real pleasure for a physician. 

This degree in blood pressure 
variation is well within the expected 
norm. Your systolic pressure (the 
top number, and the peak blood 
pressure while the heart is expelling 
blood from the left ventricle into the 
aorta) is about 136, plus or minus 
seven points. Having multiple 
readings increases the precision of 
the measurement and allows your 
physician to make better decisions 
about the effectiveness of your 
treatment regimen. Your systolic 
number, however, is in the range 
of prehypertension, so your doctor 
will be keeping an eye on that.

During the course of the day, 
systolic blood pressure readings 
can vary as much as 30 points. 
Even in the few minutes you took 
these, I often see variation as much 
or more than this.

DEAR DR. ROACH: What are 
the methods for diagnosis and 
treatment of an Achilles’ tendon 
tear? – L.N.

The Achilles’ tendon connects 
the calf muscles, soleus and 
gastrocnemius, to the heel bone, 
the calcaneus. A complete rupture 
usually happens with a sudden, 
forceful contraction of the calf 
muscles, such as jumping, often 
in sports. The diagnosis usually is 

made by physical exam.
It’s not always as obvious as it 

might seem: Some people with a 
complete rupture can still walk, and 
some people have no pain. Still, an 
experienced examiner should be 
able to diagnose a complete tear. 
An ultrasound or MRI is sometimes 
used to evaluate a partial tear or 
look for similar conditions, such as 
bursitis or tendinopathy.

A complete tear can be managed 
surgically or with physical therapy 
and rehabilitation. A surgeon should 
always be consulted. Partial tears 
are usually treated conservatively, 
with PT and rehab. Surgery on the 
Achilles’ tendon typically requires 
two to three months off of work.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I have heard 
that magnesium destroys vitamin 
B, and vitamin B keeps you warm. 
I am cold all the time. I take 
magnesium for a delayed heartbeat. 
Do you think that magnesium is my 
problem? – H.A.

I also have heard that vitamin 
deficiencies, including B vitamins 
and vitamin D, can lead to 
intolerance of cold. However, I 
couldn’t find much good scientific 
evidence to support that, and 
none at all that magnesium causes 
problems with vitamin absorption 
or activity. 

Low thyroid, hypothyroidism, is 
the first condition to come to mind 
with cold intolerance, and anemia 
is the second. Although it can’t hurt 
to try a B-vitamin supplement, I 
would recommend getting checked 
out for these conditions. 

________________________
Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable 
to answer individual letters, but 
will incorporate them in the column 
whenever possible. Readers may email 
questions to ToYourGoodHealth@
med.cornell.edu. To view and 
order health pamphlets, visit www.
rbmamall.com, or write to P.O. Box 
536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475. 
(c) 2015 North America Synd., Inc. 
All Rights Reserved.
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through the Crime Stoppers, 
“Crime of the Week.” Just 
minutes after 7 p.m. on the 
evening of Friday, Jan. 16, 
2015 a man walked into the 
Boost Mobile located at 5300 
Doniphan. The man covered 
his face and head with the 
hood of a blue sweatshirt. The 
man approached the store 
employee and threatened 
him with a handgun. He 
demanded money from the 
business and fled the scene 
with an undisclosed amount 
of cash. He was seen by 
witnesses walking towards 
the neighboring businesses 
and was seen in the back 
area of the shopping center. 
The suspect in this case is 
described as a Hispanic male, 
in his late 20s or early 30s, 
5’10 in height and weighing 
approximately 190-200 
pounds, and is slightly 
heavy set. It is possible 
that the man may have a 
moustache. He was wearing 
a blue hooded sweatshirt, 
a blue baseball cap, faded 
blue jeans, and black and 
white colored Nike shoes. 
Anyone with information on 
this robbery is asked to call 
Crime Stoppers of El Paso 
immediately at 566-8477 
(TIPS), on-line at www.
crimestoppersofelpaso.org or 
you can send a text message 
by entering the key word 
“CRIME1” (no space and 
include the quotation marks) 
plus your tip information, 
and text it to CRIMES 
(274637). You will remain 
anonymous, and if your tip 
leads to an arrest, you can 
qualify for a cash reward.

– Javier Sambrano

Briefs
From Page 1

Q: My application for disability 
benefits was denied. What do I do 
if I disagree with the decision?

A: You can appeal the decision 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/
onlineservices. This website is the 
starting point to request a review 
of our medical decision about 
your eligibility for disability 
benefits. There are two parts to 
this Internet Appeal process:
• An Appeal Request Internet 
form; and
• An Appeal Disability Report 
that gives us more information 
about your condition.
You can complete both forms 
online. To appeal online, the 
only form you must submit 
is an Appeal Request Internet 
form (Part 1). However, we 
encourage you to submit an 
Appeal Disability Report (Part 
2) because it will give us more 
information about you and help us 
in processing your appeal. To get 
started, visit www.socialsecurity.
gov/onlineservices.

Q: I need to apply for disability 
benefits. Where do I start?

A: Start online at www.

s o c i a l s e c u r i t y . g o v /
applyfordisability. There are 
several advantages to applying 
online for disability benefits. You 
can start your disability claim 
immediately. There is no need to 
wait for an appointment. You can 
apply from the convenience of 
your home or on any computer. 
And you avoid trips to a Social 
Security office, saving you time 
and money. You can use the 
online application to apply for 
benefits if you are age 18 or older, 
have a medical condition that has 
prevented you from working or 
is expected to prevent you from 
working for at least 12 months 
or result in death, and reside in 
the United States or one of its 
territories or commonwealths. 
Apply for disability benefits 
now at www.socialsecurity.gov/
applyfordisability.

Q: I’ve decided I want to retire. 
How do I begin?

A: The fastest and easiest way to 
apply for retirement benefits is 
to go to www.socialsecurity.gov/
applyonline. To use our online 
application to apply for Social 
Security retirement or spouse’s 

benefits, you must:
• Be at least 61 years and 9 
months old;
• Want to start your benefits in 
the next 4 months; and
• Live in the United States or 
one of its commonwealths or 
territories.
If you are already age 62, your 
benefits could start as early as 
this month. If you are almost age 
65, your application for benefits 
will include Medicare. Just 
visit www.socialsecurity.gov/
applyonline.

______________________
For more information on any 
of the questions listed above, 
visit our website at www.
socialsecurity.gov or call us at 
1-800-772-1213. If you have any 
questions that you would like to 
have answered, please mail them 
to the Social Security Office, 
11111 Gateway West, Attn: Ray 
Vigil, El Paso, Texas 79935.


