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Language is the dress of thought; 
every time you talk your mind is on 
parade.

— Quips & Quotes
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HORIZON CITY – On Labor Day, 
you’d expect that most people would be 
relaxing and kicking back – enjoying 
the holiday.

That’s not the case with Curt Noland, 
69, scoutmaster for Troop 513 in 
Fabens. He has been leader of the troop 
for 10 years and has an Eagle Scout 
project penciled in on his calendar.

Noland estimates he works about 300 
hours a year on various Scouting activities 
a year. This includes weekend campouts, 
travel time and weekly troop meetings.

(This youth’s project and that of two 
other fellow Boy Scouts will be featured 
in subsequent articles.)

This fall, six members of his troop of 
11 boys are expected to earn the coveted 
Eagle rank at Courts of Honor.

Noland, a resident of Horizon City, is 
quick to point out that it is not always 
this way. There were periods of time 
when he had no Eagle Scout candidates. 
Counting the upcoming six young men, 
he will have a total of 10 Eagle Scouts.

Kelly McMurphy, assistant Scout 
executive for Yucca Council, says 85 boys 
made Eagle in 2015; thirty-five made 
Eagle as of August this year. McMurphy 
said only 4 percent of boys enrolled in 
Scouting earn the Eagle rank.

Yucca Council, based in El Paso, 
serves more than 4,000 youth in seven 
counties in West Texas and southern 
New Mexico.

Emphasizing the present tense, 

Noland helps 
Scouts on path
to Eagle rank

By Don Woodyard
Special to the Courier

Scoutmaster Curt Noland

See NOLAND, Page 3

Special service
On the 15th anniversary of the 
9/11/01 tragedy, Holy Spirit 
Episcopal Church, 10500 Kenworthy 
in Northeast El Paso, will hold a 
special service Sunday, Sept. 11 to 
honor first responders – police, fire 
and EMT personnel. The service is 
at 10 a.m. Boy Scout Troop 513 from 
Fabens will provide the color guard. 
For more information, call 751-1400.

– Don Woodyard

Bargains and games
The Oz Glaze Senior Center will have 
a Garage Sale on September 17 starting 
at 8:00 am. Tables will be rented for 
$10.00. For more information call 
the Oz Glaze Senior Center at 852-
0062. The Center is also having its 
annual Horseshoe Tournament later 
in the morning at 10:00 a.m. For more 
information, call Fred 799-8194. 

– Judi Verslype

Fabens fall fiesta
The Fabens Alumni Association’s 
2016 FAA Fall Fiesta, featuring Tito 
Lujan and The Texas 20 Band, will 
be Saturday, October 15, at the Lower 
Valley Lions Club Little League Field, 
16151 North Loop. Gates will open at 
2 p.m., with activities continuing until 
1 a.m. Opening ceremonies will be at 
3:30 p.m., followed by performances 
including the Fabens Folklorico, under 
the direction of Rosemary Contreras-
Olivas and Santiago and Susan 
Chavez; and dance music by Sonido 
with DJ Robert Sepulveda. Festivities 
include food, drinks, and games for all 
ages. Prospective vendors are invited 
to contact Mundo Herrera at 261-6647, 
Sam Ponzio at 276-5361, or Tony 
Sublasky at 274-8072 for information 
and applications. Profits from the fiesta 
will help to fund the FAA scholarships 
for graduating Fabens High School 
students and grants to campuses 
within the Fabens Independent School 
District. Since its inception in 2007, 
the FAA has contributed more than 
$44,000 in scholarships and grants to 
the Fabens ISD.

– Sally Ponzio

Art workshop
The Red All Over Art Workshop will 
be held on Thursday, September 15, 
2016 at the Women’s Intercultural 
Center located at 303 Lincoln 

EL PASO COUNTY – The 
Pueblo del Sur tribe, also 
known as the Tigua Indians, 
don’t seem to have any luck 
when it comes to dealing with 
the state’s games of chance 
laws. This time, it’s bingo 
games offered by the tribe 
that are causing the dispute.

The Texas Attorney 
General’s Office wants to 
go to court again to ask 
that the Tigua tribe be held 
in contempt of court and 
wants state investigators to 
be allowed onto Tigua lands 
even if the tribe doesn’t want 
them there.

The AG’s motion stated 
that by offering bingo and 
related games, the tribe is 
violating a 2002 prohibition. 
A court in 2002 enjoined the 
tribe from “conducting any 
gambling game from which 
any person or party enjoined 
herein is likely to receive any 
economic benefit other than 
personal winnings, including, 

– Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

LEGAL BATTLES – The Tiguas have been in litigation 
with the Texas Attorney General’s Office over gambling 
since 2001. Texas Attorney General’s Office in 2009 
sought to have the Tiguas’ entertainment centers shut 
down, claiming they amounted to illegal gambling. The 
Indian tribe insists that, in a financially challenged area 
like theirs, the centers, like the one above, are a source 
of revenue for the tribe to fund programs for veterans, 
education, and the elderly.

Pueblo del Sur tussles
with Texas AG again

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

See TIGUA, Page 5

SAN ELIZARIO – 
Lorenzo Luevano, 23, is a 
San Elizario High School 
alumnus who graduated back 
in 2011. He has a Bachelor’s 
in Electrical Engineering and 
is currently going to school 
for his Master’s in Systems 
Engineering at the University 
of Texas at El Paso. He works 
as a General Engineer for the 
Air Force and loves every 
minute of his job, but there 
is something else that makes 
this talented, young man extra 
special.

For the past two years, he 
has been giving back to the 
community, in particular to 
students in the San Elizario 
Independent School District, by donating backpacks filled with all kinds of school 
supplies. 

When he was younger, he told himself that the day he had a good paying job, 

By Hector Gonzalez
Special to the Courier

Luevano gives back to San Eli students

– Photo courtesy San Elizario ISD

BACKPACKS FOR STUDENTS – Lorenzo Luevano has 
started a tradition of providing backpacks and school 
supplies to students in San Elizario. 

See LUEVANO, Page 5
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Veterans Post By Freddy Groves

There’s a story out there 
that’s given me a chill that 
just won’t go away. An elderly 
veteran reportedly presented 
himself at a Department of 
Veterans Affairs hospital 
emergency room in New York 
to get mental-health help, and 
he was turned away. He went 
out to his car in the parking lot 
and committed suicide. A wife 
no longer has her husband, 
three daughters no longer 
have their father, and seven 
grandchildren no longer have 
their grandpa.

Because it happened on 
federal property, the FBI is 
involved. Ideally they’ll get to 
the bottom of who turned this 
man away. Two congressmen 
also are involved now, 
demanding answers.

The website for the VA 
facility says right on the front 
page: “There is always a caring 
mental health doctor available 
24/7 in our Emergency Room.” 
Granted, the paragraph is 
talking about substance abuse, 
but one would think that a 
“caring mental health doctor” 
of any specialty would be able 

Who let this
veteran down?

to spend some time talking to a 
veteran to assess the problem.

What I really hate is that 
they’re always sorry later, and 
always say just the right words 
about being committed to 
helping veterans, as though it’s 
a stock phrase they stick into 
each official statement after 
a tragedy occurs, but never 
taking any responsibility.

The condolences left on the 
website of the funeral home 
will hopefully bring comfort to 
family members, knowing that 
so many strangers care. These 
same condolences should be 
required reading for those who 
let this veteran down.

If you’re a veteran, family 
member, or friend of a veteran, 
note this information:

Mental health help is 
available 24/7 on the Veterans 
Crisis Line. The number is 
1-800-273-8255, then press 
1. Or you can send a text 
message to 838255. Or you 
can do an online chat at www.
veteranscrisisline.net.

____________________

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.
Lower Valley Housing Corporation

NEW HOUSES
Self-Help Built Starting At:
$69,000
590-4511 EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Finances By Nathaniel Sillin

It’s increasingly common 
to find classrooms filled with 
the blue hue of computer and 
tablet screens. Early education 

or postgraduate work, there’s a 
shift towards technology-driven, 
or at least technology-aided, 
schooling.

Back-to-school tech for your children
Students that learn to use 

technology to stay organized, 
conduct in-depth research and 
collaborate with peers can also 
use these skills in college and 
their professional lives.

What devices might students 
need? Laptops, tablets and 
smartphones are the primary 
devices that many students 
use. Although your child likely 
doesn’t need one of each, a 
graphing calculator is sometimes 
a second necessity for classes 
and standardized tests. 

Some high schools have a one-
to-one program and issue students 
a laptop or tablet that they can 
bring home. Other schools let 
students borrow devices while in 
class, or let students bring their 
own device.

While the upfront costs 
of purchasing a device are 
understandably higher, you 
might want to buy one anyway. 
You won’t need to return it, and 
it can be used during summer 
breaks and subsequent years at 
no extra cost. 

Saving money when 
purchasing your own tech. 
If you decide to buy a device, 

you may be able to save money 
by timing your purchase and 
comparison shopping. 

Find discounts during 
annual sales. Back-to-school 
sales often include electronics, 
making this a good time to buy. 
Some manufacturers release new 
models between June and August, 
which can lead to an even better 
discount on last year’s models. 
Labor Day and the holidays sales 
are prime deal times later in the 
year. 

Use retailers’ outlets. 
Manufacturers sometimes offer 
older models, open-box items, 
and refurbished electronics for 
a discount at their online outlet 
sites. The product might even 
be as good as new, but can’t be 
sold at full price because the box 
is damaged. Check back often 
because the sites frequently post 
new items. 

Look for student deals. 
Some software companies 
and electronics manufacturers 
offer student discounts to high 
schoolers, while others restrict 
the savings to current or incoming 
college students. Research 
policies from manufacturers, 

as well as online retailers, and 
compare them with your local 
stores’ policies. 

Educational discounts 
for homeschooling parents. 
Homeschooling parents may 
be eligible for manufacturers’ 
educational discounts even if 
their child doesn’t qualify for a 
student discount. 

Shop at resellers. If you’re 
looking for a particular type 
of tablet or laptop, search far 
and wide for the best price. 
There’s no guarantee that buying 
directly from the manufacturer is 
cheapest. 

Trade in old devices. Some 
retailers give you store credit for 
your old electronics. It’s a good 
option if you have a device that’s 
just gathering dust on a shelf. 

Buy used. While used 
electronics may be older and 
slower than the latest model, 
that’s not always a problem. 
For example, some standardized 
tests forbid test takers from using 
newer web-enabled graphing 
calculators. You can find used 
items online, at garage sales and 
in local Facebook buy/sell/trade 
groups. If there isn’t a warranty 
or guarantee from a reputable 
company, determine the 
device’s quality before making a 
purchase. 

Always check for coupons 
and rebates. Whether you’re 
shopping online or in a store, 
always check for coupons and 
discount codes. Researching the 
store’s name plus “coupon code” 
will often result in a list of sites 
with the latest codes. Look for 
more savings by searching the 

See Finances, Page 8



Page 3September 8, 2016 West Texas County Courier

View from here By John Grimaldi

There won’t be an October surprise prior to the 2016 Presidential Elections, at least 
not as far as Obamacare is concerned, says Dan Weber, president of the Association 
of Mature American Citizens.

“The cat’s already out of the bag. In fact, Lamar Alexander, often described as one of 
the most responsible Senators sitting in Congress, says that when the 2017 enrollment 
period begins on November 1 – seven days before voters are to pick the next president 
of the United States – it won’t come as a shock that consumers will have little choice 
in picking a health insurance plan. They’ll have fewer plans to choose from and the 
ones that will be available will be grossly expensive,” reports Weber.

Alexander told reporters that the Obamacare exchanges in his state, Tennessee, 
are close to collapsing. In fact, he said, those seeking health insurance in Tennessee 
will have to pay what he called an “intolerable increase” in premiums – somewhere 
between 44% and 62% more than they paid in 2016. He said the same is true in many 
other states across the nation. And, he added, it could have a domino effect throughout 
the country.

Meanwhile, USA Today reported that “Up to 2.1 million people will likely have to 
change plans for 2017 due to insurers leaving states’ Affordable Care Act marketplaces, 
up from more than 1.2 million who had to find new insurers last year.”

Weber described the situation as dire and warned that President Obama’s “so-called 
signature achievement is falling apart faster than a house of cards in a wind storm. 
Is it because those who crafted the law in the first place simply did not know what 
they were doing and those in charge of implementing the law are dysfunctional? 
Some observers believe that the Affordable Care Act is deliberately flawed, that it 
is a strategy for achieving the socialist ideal of a single-payer system of health care 
coverage.”

Howard J. Peterson, MHA, is the founder and managing partner of TRG Healthcare, 
and an expert in the field of healthcare strategies. As he put it in a public debate earlier 
this year: “So, if one were a conspiracy theorist it would go something like this: the 
Democrats knew there would be growth in Medicare driven by the aging population. 
Obamacare focused on the expansion of Medicaid with a plan to increase dependency 
on federal funding. The exchanges only purpose was the destruction of the commercial 
insurance market. Given these factors and the growing national debt due to Obamacare 
and the fact that 32M U.S. citizens still remain uninsured a compelling case could be 
made to move to a single payer system as the only and obvious solution.”

So what is wrong with a single-payer system similar to those in other parts of the 
world? After all, it would make healthcare free for the citizenry, as proponents tout. 
When you take a closer look, the overwhelming demand for medical services result 
in governments putting limitations on availability. For example, “you don’t have to 
travel far to see the disadvantages of socialized medicine. Canada has had a single-
payer system in place for decades. That’s why you see Canadians who can afford it 
coming to the U.S. for their healthcare needs. It also inhibits medical research and the 
development of new and better procedures and medications. And, if that’s not enough, 
consider the fact that a single-payer healthcare system is the backbone of socialist and 
communist politics, putting the government in charge of the lives of its citizens.”

_______________________________________________________________

The Association of Mature American Citizens (http://www.amac.us) is a senior advo-
cacy organization that takes its marching orders from its members. We act and speak 
on their behalf, protecting their interests and offering a practical insight on how to 
best solve the problems they face today.

Failures of the Affordable 
Care Act outweigh benefits

Is the Obamacare ‘domino effect’ a strategy
for implementing socialized medicine in the U.S.?

Noland says proudly. “I am an Eagle 
Scout. I know what it can do for you.” 

Noland was born and grew up in the 
inner city of Washington, D.C. As a 
member of Troop 32, he received his 
Eagle on Sept. 20, 1963.

His path to Eagle was not an easy 
one. It was challenging – particularly 
in earning the swimming merit badge. 
He remembers it took him three tries to 
develop the correct technique to rescue a 
drowning man.

Finally, after two times, he remembered 
to come up behind the person who was 
much bigger than he was. 

The veteran Scout leader indicates he 
has no magic formula, no silver bullet for 
success. His answer is simple:

“I try to inspire them, not push them.” He 

explains that they have to take ownership 
of whatever they are doing.

“I don’t spoon-feed them.” He holds up a 
Boy Scout manual that outlines the Scouting 
program and shows you what you need to 
do to attain advancement. “It was made for 
a reason. This is where it’s at.

“Read it,” he says. Perhaps reflecting 
an attitude of sticking with it that was 
developed in earning his swimming 
merit badge, he adds. “And if you don’t 
understand the first time, read it again.”

The Lions Club of Fabens is the 
chartered partner of Troop 513.

_____________________________

Publisher’s Note: This is the fifth in a series 
of eight articles about Boy Scout Troop 513 
in Fabens and six of its young men who are 
about to make Eagle, the highest rank in 
Scouting. Today we look at the man behind 
these young men. Next – Scouts continue 
work to help the community.

Noland
From Page 1
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Strange
But True
By Samantha Weaver

•  It  was  Colombian 
novelist,  short-story  writer, 
screenwriter  and  journalist 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez who 
made  the  following  sage 
observation: “Words are 
not  created  by  academics 
in universities and suchlike; 
rather  it  is  the  man  in 
the  street  who  does  so. 
Dictionary  compilers  almost 
always  recognize  them  too 
late  and  embalm  them  in 
alphabetical  order,  in  many 
cases  when  they  have  lost 
their original meaning.”

•  Those  who  study  such 
things  say  that  when  faced 
with  a  crisis  situation,  the 
average  woman  tends  to 
remain  calmer  than  the 
average man. 

•  You might be surprised  to 
learn  that  the  first  printing 
press  in North America was 
not  anywhere  within  the 
present-day  boundaries  of 
the United States. The very 
first one was set up in Mexico 
City, back in 1539. 

•  In  the  Talmud,  a  central 
text  of  Rabbinic  Judaism, 
sneezing is called “pleasure 
sent from God.” 

•  The  largest  single 
dormitory  in  the  world  is 
at  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy  in  Annapolis, 
Maryland. With 4.8 miles of 
corridors  and  providing  33 
acres of floor space, Bancroft 
Hall provides a home for the 
school’s  entire  brigade  of 
4,000 midshipmen. 

•  Many people harbor a fear 
of snakes (which, incidentally, 
is known as ophidiophobia), 
but  venomous  bites  and 
constricting squeezes aren’t 
the  only  ways  a  snake  can 
kill. For instance, in the 1990s 
a man in Iran, while trying to 
capture a snake, placed the 
butt  of  his  shotgun  against 
the snake’s neck behind 
its  head.  In  attempting  to 
escape,  the snake wrapped 
the length of its body around 
the gun, pulling the trigger in 
the process – and killing  its 
would-be captor. 

•  According  to  historians, 
Native Americans who  lived 
on  the  Pacific  coast  often 
weaned  their  babies  on 
caviar. 

Thought for the Day: “Distrust 
any  enterprise  that  requires 
new clothes.”

– Henry David Thoreau

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

CryptoQuip
Answer

If a college instructor
made some tapioca, could 

you say that the prof
is in the pudding?
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but not limited to: 1. Bingo or 
any variation thereof; 2. Scratch 
tickets, peel tickets, or pull tabs; 
5. Slot Machines; 6. Poker card 
games.”

The state’s recent motion 
stated, “In remarkable defiance 
of those rulings and this court’s 
permanent injunction prohibiting 
the Pueblo from engaging in 
gambling activities that violate 
Texas law, the Pueblo are 
currently engaging in various 
forms of bingo – including fully 
automated electronic bingo – 
prohibited in Texas.”

The motion seeks not only to 
hold the tribe responsible but 
also wants Governor Carlos 
Hisa, Lieutenant Governor 

Christopher Gomez and the 
tribal council personally held in 
contempt. In addition, the state is 
seeking monetary penalties.

Attorney for the Tiguas, Dolph 
Barnhouse, told reporters that he 
was puzzled by the action and 
how it was filed. The attorney 
general’s motion against the 
Tiguas stated that the tribe 
is offering “fully automated 
electronic bingo”, but Barnhouse 
declared that the tribe is only 
offering old-style bingo along 
with electronic card minders and 
lottery-style pull tabs.

The attorney also argued that 
since bingo is legal under Texas 
law, it’s not a violation of the 
Restoration Act for the Tiguas to 
offer it. “While the Texas Lottery 
Commission regulates bingo 
elsewhere in the state, the Tiguas 
would be regulated by federal 

authorities because it’s a sovereign 
tribe,” Barnhouse claimed.

Earlier this year, U.S. District 
Judge Kathleen Cardone ordered 
the tribe to remove sweepstakes 
machines it had been operating at 
its entertainment centers. Despite 
the tribe’s contention that recent 
letters written by U.S. Interior 
Department officials mean they 
are subject to a 1988 federal law 
that allows them to offer Class II 
gambling under the supervision 
of the National Indian Gaming 
Commission.

The court essentially said that 
the Texas tribe is subject to the 
1987 Restoration Act in which the 
federal government recognized 
the tribe; nonetheless, they must 
obey state law when it comes to 
gambling. The tribe had until this 
past May to remove the gambling 
paraphernalia. Shortly after 

getting rid of the equipment, the 
tribe initiated the bingo games.

In the litigation, however, 
Cardone did agree with the tribe’s 
assertion that state police entities 
had no right to enter their land 
without permission to conduct 
their investigations. But, she stated 
that the tribe must clearly notify 
the attorney general and police 
agencies of that requirement.

So, as a sovereign tribe, the 
Tiguas passed an ordinance 
recently that requires agents of 
the attorney general to get prior 
permission before coming onto 
tribal land and expeditiously 
disseminated copies of their new 
rule to all pertinent parties via 
the Internet.

Barnhouse stated that the tribe 
refused to voluntarily let state 
agents inspect the entertainment 
centers. “The government doesn’t 

Tigua
From Page 1

get to say, ‘We believe you’re 
doing something wrong, so prove 
your innocence,’ ” he stated.

Furthermore, the judge stated 
that the court would no longer 
pre-approve games at tribal 
entertainment centers. (The 
court originally ordered such 
pre-approval in 2010.)

“The court should not, and 
will not, undertake this role 
any longer,” Cardone wrote. 
“Instead, the Restoration Act 
provides a mechanism for 
addressing violations of its 
provisions. That mechanism 
requires Texas to bring suit in 
this court to challenge alleged 
violations of the act, and allows 
this court to enter an injunction, 
if warranted.”

The AG’s most recent motion 
brings into question of whether the 
Tiguas’ current bingo operations 
violate Texas law. “The payment 
of cash consideration into a game 
of chance which produces cash 
prizes is an illegal lottery under 
Texas law,” the motion cited. 
But now, state investigators 
need the tribe’s permission to 
enter the facilities to prove their 
allegations.

he would give back to his 
community. “I know it can be 
difficult for some families to buy 
supplies for their kids, especially 
when there are more than one 
in the family,” said Luevano. “I 
love my community and I think 
what I am doing is the right thing 
to do.” 

Last year, he purchased 
donated five backpacks filled 
with notebooks, rulers, pencils, 
and crayons. This year, he went 
above and beyond by donating 20 
brand new backpacks filled with 
double the amount of supplies! 

Luevano hopes that others 
follow in his footsteps and give 
back to others. “Doing this just 
feels right for me and it is an 
amazing feeling,” he said. “I 
plan to continue doing this in the 
year’s to come.”

Next year, he plans on donating 
30 backpacks to the students 
of his beloved San Elizario 
community. 

Luevano
From Page 1

PUBLIC
NOTICE

SURVEY
INTERVIEWERS

WANTED

P A R T - T I M E 
WORK:  The 
N a t i o n a l 
Association of 
State Departments 
of  Agriculture  (A 
Fair  Opportunity 
E m p l o y e r ) 
needs survey 
interviewers  in  the 
Pecos,  Reeves, 
C u l b e r s o n , 
Hudspeth  and  El 
Paso County areas. 
Applicants  must 
have a valid driver 

license and reliable 
t r a n spo r t a t i o n . 
Starting  salary  is 
$10.77/hr.  plus 
mileage.  A  farm/
ranch  background 
is desirable, but 
not  essential.  If 
you are interested, 
contact:

Joe Rowe
101  Tomahawk 
Trail
Fort  Davis,  Texas 
79734
432-249-0300
rowevista@yahoo.
com

WTCC: 09-01-16
             09-08-16
             09-15-16

Classified Ads
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A sporting view By Mark Vasto

K.J. Carson is a friend of 
mine. We used to sit in the back 
of our high-school classes and 
constantly crack up on the way 
to our C averages. We had this 
one teacher who was about 110 
years old who used to like to 
start his lectures with a line from 
the famous person he would be 
teaching us about that day. For 
instance, if he was teaching us 
about John Kennedy, he might 
start with “Ask not what your 
country can do for you…” 

The day K.J. and I really 
became friends was the day that 
teacher walked in and declared 
“I am the virgin queen!” I’m not 
sure if we ever really stopped 

laughing from that day since. 
Yeah, we didn’t learn much 
from that class – and if I am ever 
asked who the virgin queen was, 
I will quickly answer “Mr. Reed” 
– but we did keep a running 
commentary over the years.

K.J. is a burgeoning radio talk-
show host. Over the years, we have 
floated the idea of me phoning in 
as “the token white guy” on his 
show (K.J. is black), but we never 
really saw it through. We’ve 
talked about doing podcasts for 
this column, but the furthest that 
ever got was me designing a nifty 
graphic for this column’s Twitter 
handle: @sportingview (be sure 
to follow… Pete Rose does!). 

The other day, he broke his 
silence on Colin Kapaernick, 
the soon to be former NFL 
quarterback for the San 
Francisco 49ers. Colin, as you 
may know, refuses to stand for 
the national anthem in protest of 
police brutality against persons 
of color. I personally don’t really 
care what Colin does on the 
sideline… I didn’t know this was 
even a thing until K.J. opined.

“What gives a man the right to 
tell another man how he should 
protest a perceived injustice? 
Our law frowns upon vigilante-
style retaliation, and this isn’t 
even close. I’ve heard and seen 
some strong language about a 
guy they don’t personally know. 
They think they know him 
because he plays football on 
TV… I wish some people would 
just admit they have a problem 
with Colin Kapaernick making 
$19 million a year. It’s not about 
a flag, or disrespecting soldiers. 

That’s trying to “dictate” what 
you believe he is doing instead 
of “listening” to what he is 
saying… unless you don’t want 
to hear that… because that’s 
your right too!”

I can only add that it’s fitting 
to remember what police officers 
go through every day, too. As 
a former police-beat reporter 
and member of a family that 
has had more than a few cops 
in our ranks, it is important to 
remember that these officers 
are the ones kicking in the door 
to find your dead grandma in 
the morning, handling multiple 
murders before lunch, fighting 
rape, finding stolen tools (which, 
believe me, causes murders 

in a small town filled with 
day laborers and drunk and 
disorderly nights). There is no 
way to fleck off the instances of 
police brutality, but you can put 
me squarely on the side of sane 
reform. These people signed up 
to be heroes, and now it’s time to 
help them out. 

Whether or not Colin can be 
helped from here on out is up to 
him. He went from a standout to 
someone now remembered for 
refusing to stand. 

______________________

Mark Vasto is a veteran 
sportswriter who lives in New 
Jersey. (c) 2016 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

A view from the
back of the class

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

The world of sports is divided into 
several seasons, some busy and some not 
so busy.

For the sports reporter, like yours truly, 
one of the busiest times of the sports year 
has just gotten underway.

Which means I’ll be particularly busy 
for the next six months or so.

I’ll cover the Chihuahuas, who are in the 
playoffs. I do high school football games 
every week on the radio. And I’ll be knee-
deep in UTEP football and basketball 
games over the next few months.

Though these sports are very different 
in their own ways, there is one particular 
aspect of every single game that is exactly 
the same.

They all will march out the American 
flag and play the National Anthem before 
the start of the game.

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve 
stood at attention with my right hand over 
my heart before a ballgame.

But I can tell you exactly how many 
times I’ve decided to sit down and ignore 

to respect the anthem while it was played 
– zero.

Unless you’ve been living under 
a communist regime only receiving 
government-controlled propaganda 
disguised as news, you’ve heard of Colin 
Kaepernick’s decision to protest the 
National Anthem.

Kaepernick, and a few other players 
here and there, are of the opinion that the 
United States is a country that promotes 
racism and unjust treatment to people of 
color.

So instead of standing for the anthem, 
he has decided to sit in personal protest.

Personally, I would never disrespect the 
flag and the ideals of the United States 
because I love my country and am very 
proud of what it represents – blemishes 
and all.

I’m probably most proud of the fact that 
the United States, if nothing else, stands 
for freedom. We all have the freedom to 
make choices – even unpopular choices.

One of my favorite sayings goes 
something like this, “I may not agree with 
what you say, but I’ll fight to the death for 
your right to say it.”

Freedom of speech may be one of the 

greatest ideas that anyone has ever come 
up with.

We have the right to say something, 
or make a point, as long as it doesn’t 
infringe on the rights of others, and not be 
persecuted for it.

Though I must admit that it looks very 
bad, isn’t that exactly what Kaepernick is 
doing?

As I’ve gotten older I’ve learned more 
and more to look at things in perspective. 
And I’ve learned that there are some 
perspectives I can never have.

Like making judgments about the 
anger and frustration of an African 
American. You see, I’ve never been a 
black man so I have no idea what it’s 
like to live in their world. So how can I 
make judgments?

There’s also another saying about not 
judging people until you walk in their 
shoes.

Do I believe the United States is a racist 
nation? Of course not. Do I believe that 
all lives matter? Of course I do.

The answer is very simple. Ask anyone 
if there is a race of people out there whose 
lives don’t matter. If they can’t name any, 
then the only logical conclusion is that all 

lives matter.
The irony here is that Kaepernick is 

complaining about living in a country that 
provides him the freedom to complain 
about it – and make millions of dollars in 
the process.

He’s also been seen wearing a Fidel 
Castro t-shirt and wearing socks with 
cartoon pigs wearing police hats.

I do wonder what would happen to 
Kaepernick if he made the same kind of 
gestures while living in Cuba, or North 
Korea, or certain parts of the Middle 
East? I think wondering if he were going 
to start next Sunday would be the least of 
his problems.

It can be very easy to take living in the 
United States for granted.

Again, without living anywhere else 
there’s no perspective.

You can’t really appreciate the freedoms 
you have until you lose them.

I don’t agree with Colin Kaepernick’s 
decision to protest the National Anthem, 
but I agree with his right to do so.

That’s what makes this nation so great – 
even if Kaepernick doesn’t think it is.

But then again, he might think differently 
– if he had more perspective.

Kaepernick’s actions come from freedom, not common sense
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Super Crossword
BODY OF 

LITERATURE 
ACROSS

 1 Kids’ racers
 8 “Need _?” (driver’s 
offer)
 13 Lamenting loudly
 20 Very devoted fans
 21 Ecclesiastic 
deputy
 22 Tallinn locale
 23 Start of a riddle
 26 Bicycle pair
 27 Diamond cry
 28 Novi Sad native
 29 Bowling alley 
lineup
 30 Oath affirmation
 31 Covenants
 33 Nativity kings
 35 Riddle, part 2
 43 Beluga eggs
 44 Herr’s Mrs.
 45 Burnsian negative
 46 Magazine printer, 
e.g.
 48 Sothern and 
Dvorak
 50 Spirals
 53 1970s teen idol 
Cassidy
 56 “On top of that…”
 57 Abbot’s hat
 59 Riddle, part 3
 62 Attach with glue
 64 Apple’s Cook
 65 Hill staffer
 66 Post-Q queue

 67 Part of SFPD
 68 Riddle, part 4
 71 “How exciting!”
 73 Women with young 
‘uns
 76 Surrender formally
 78 Responses of 
rejection
 79 Rock Me! is one of 
her fragrances
 83 Riddle, part 5
 88 Coin-op openings
 89 Sunscreen 
additive
 90 Elbow-to-wrist 
links
 91 Party givers
 93 Coal, e.g.
 94 Advil rival
 96 Sportscaster 
Berman
 98 _ rock (Jethro 
Tull’s genre)
 100 Nonsense song 
syllable
 101 End of the riddle
 107 Shipped
 108 Put _ to (stop)
 109 “_ Rheingold”
 110 Swiss _ (beet 
type)
 114 Pleads
 117 Hostess _ Balls
 118 Doc’s stitch
 121 Riddle’s answer
 125 Puts holy oil on
 126 Old Oldsmobile
 127 Cut off

 128 Of Switzerland’s 
capital
 129 Copier need
 130 Stirred up

DOWN
 1 Catch a quick 
breath
 2 Garfield’s canine 
pal
 3 Salt, relish and 
mustard
 4 Pinball site
 5 List quickly
 6 Baseballer 
Speaker
 7 Old booming jet, 
briefly
 8 Affirm frankly
 9 Ray of “Blow”
 10 “Ewww!”
 11 Online help sheets
 12 See 72-Down
 13 Place for suite 
spirits?
 14 Ending of enzyme 
names
 15 Right-leaning type
 16 1970 Kinks hit
 17 Wise to
 18 Three trios
 19 Chokes
 24 Perfectly
 25 _ la Douce (film 
title role)
 31 Social protest with 
supplication
 32 Depot: Abbr.

 34 Got closer to, in a 
race
 35 Disney dog
 36 Old Aegean Sea 
region
 37 Kin of .com
 38 Wine holder
 39 Sly laugh syllables
 40 99-Down, for one
 41 Calculus pioneer
 42 Lies dormant
 47 Tooth part
 49 Court units
 51 Opposite of west, 
to Juan
 52 Thug’s blade
 54 Lickety-split
 55 Major news agcy., 
once
 58 Get to
 60 Church service 
cries
 61 Seeming eternities
 63 A sixteenth of a 
pint
 68 Celebrity cook 
Paula
 69 Sea arm, to a Scot
 70 Norway port
 72 With 12-Down, 
only partially accurate
 73 Sir’s partner
 74 Give the OK
 75 Poky animal
 77 Fast Net 
connection
 79 Pippi creator 
Lindgren

 80 Juba is its capital
 81 Prenatal places
 82 Shia’s faith
 84 Start for byte
 85 Galleria
 86 Found a purpose 
for
 87 Madrileno’s 
language
 92 Lay turf on
 95 “The end!”
 97 Magic’s gp.
 99 Old Russian ruler 
Boris
 102 Safe, to a 
ballplayer
 103 Runnin’ Rebels’ 
rivals
 104 Guarantee
 105 Golden ager
 106 Femme _
 110 Sourpuss
 111 Refine
 112 Ovid’s love
 113 It pulls a bit
 115 Black fly, e.g.
 116 French town W. of 
Caen
 118 “Yes, yes!,” in 87-
Down
 119 Per-unit price
 120 Gawked at
 122 Lb. and kg.
 123 Stiller of films
 124 Up to, in brief
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Your good health By Keith Roach, M.D.

DEAR DR. ROACH: In 
discussing treatment of nail 
fungus, you did not mention 
newer laser treatments that I see 
advertised by podiatrists in my 
area. Are they effective? – J.F.

We don’t really know if they 
are effective, since well-done 
studies haven’t yet proven it; 
however, preliminary evidence is 
suggestive. This would be a great 
addition to treatment, since the only 
currently accepted highly effective 
treatments are oral medications, 
which have risk of liver damage. 
Even more exciting is the idea of 
combining a topical antifungal 
agent, amorolfine, with laser. 
This medication is not available 
in the U.S., but a study in Korea 
showed a 50 percent effectiveness 
rate (which is pretty good for this 
difficult-to-treat condition).

Since I last wrote about this 
condition, I heard from a lot of 
readers. Some mentioned cures 
from Vicks Vapo-Rub, but the 
only study I found on that showed 
a 22 percent cure rate. One 
person asked about surgery, but 
since the fungus gets into the nail 
bed, the infection often recurs 
after removing the nail. Listerine 
and white vinegar mixed half 
and half cured one couple, and 
several people had success with 
Dr. Paul’s Piggy Paste, which 
also is vinegar-based. None of 
these has good data to support its 
use, but all likely are safe.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I am 70 years 
old and have been dealing with a 
problem for about a month now 
that I’ve never read about in your 
column. The upper joint in my left 
thumb pops every time I bend it. 
The lower thumb joint is tender, 
and it is becoming increasingly 
difficult to grasp things. The 
thumb never gets stuck. My right 
thumb pops only occasionally, and 
there is no pain there. Can you 

please tell me the cause of such 
an anomaly, and the type of doctor 
that I should be seen by? I am very 
active, and this has become a bit 
bothersome. – C.G.

If it’s not getting stuck, then the 
popping sound can be made by 
one of the tendons snapping over 
a bony protuberance, or it can be 
from nitrogen bubbles coming 
out of solution. Neither of these 
usually causes much trouble, 
but the fact that you are having 
pain suggests that you may have 
some arthritis in the thumb joint. 
A rheumatologist is the expert in 
all joint matters, but your regular 
doctor probably has a fair bit of 
experience with this as well.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I am a 
74-year-old male with a breast 
issue. When I press on the 
nipple or around it, I feel pain. 
It has been seven weeks, and no 
change. I can’t say I feel a lump, 
but it does seem harder under 
the nipple compared with my 
other breast. I did not bump or 
bruise it, and I see no marks or 
discoloration. – R.F.C.

You should go and get it checked 
out right away. While breast 
cancer in men is uncommon, it 
does happen, and the sooner it 
is evaluated, the better. Odds are 
it’s nothing to worry about, but 
get seen.

______________________

Dr. Roach regrets that he is 
unable to answer individual 
letters, but will incorporate them 
in the column whenever possible. 
Readers may email questions to 
ToYourGoodHealth@med.cornell.
edu. To view and order health 
pamphlets, visit www.rbmamall.
com, or write to Good Health, 628 
Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803. 
(c) 2016 North America Synd., Inc. 
All Rights Reserved.

Comix
OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland
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Finances
From Page 2

product’s name plus rebate. 
Consider budget laptops. 

There are laptops available 
for just a few hundred dollars. 
Although these less expensive 
options may come at a 
compromise on performance or 
storage capabilities, they can be 
well suited for students’ basic 
tasks. 

Where you find the best deal 
can depend on what you’re 
looking for, the time of year and 
one-off promotions. Consider all 
your options and weigh the pros 
and cons of buying an older or 
used device. 

Bottom line: Understanding 
technology is a necessity for 
many of today’s students and 
professionals. Ensuring students 
have access to technology at 
home could help them excel at 
school and later in life. While 
some devices can be costly, there 
are programs and opportunities 
that can help you save money if 
you know where to look. 

______________________

This article is intended to provide 
general information and should 
not be considered legal, tax or 
financial advice. It’s always a good 
idea to consult a tax or financial 
advisor for specific information 
on how certain laws apply to your 
situation and about your individual 
financial situation.
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Social Security Q&A By Ray Vigil
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STRANGE
BUT TRUE
By Samantha Weaver

• It was Hungarian psychiatrist 
Thomas Stephen Szasz who 
made the following sage 
observation: “If you talk to 
God, you are praying. If 
God talks to you, you have 
schizophrenia.”

• The world’s most popular 
fruit is the banana. In the 
United States, people 
consume more bananas 
than apples and oranges put 
together.

• Thomas Jefferson was 
an inventor as well as a 
statesman, but he refused 
to take out patents on any of 
his ideas. He believed that 
inventions should benefit all 
of humanity, not just himself.

• According to those who 
study such things, the 
average American believes 
the ideal age – that is, the 
best year of his or her life – is 
32. And when 30-somethings 
are asked when old age 
begins, the majority of men 
say it’s in the late 60s, while 
more women believe old age 
begins in the 70s.

• That iconic symbol of the 
Old West, the Pony Express, 
was based on the mail system 
used throughout the Mongol 
Empire in the 13th century. 
However, the Mongol riders 
often covered 125 miles in a 
single day, which was faster 
than the best record held by 
a Pony Express rider.

• In Nazi Germany, it was 
illegal to name a horse 
“Adolph.”

• Unless you’re from Central 
Florida, you’ve probably 
never heard of the small town 
of Ocoee. So you might be 
surprised to learn that during 
World War II, Ocoee earned 
the distinction of sending 
more men, per capita, to 
serve in the military than 
any other town in the United 
States.

Thought for the Day: “It 
ought to be plain / how little 
you gain / by getting excited / 
and vexed. / You’ll always be 
late / for the previous train, / 
and always in time / for the 
next.”

– Piet Hein

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

During National Hispanic Heritage 
Month, which runs from September 
15 to October 15, Social Security 
offices across the country will join in 
recognizing the many contributions 
of Hispanic Americans to the United 
States, and in celebrating Hispanic 
heritage and culture.

Our website is recognized as 
being at the forefront for providing 
information and services in Spanish. 
Find out why by visiting www.
segurosocial.gov. The popular 
Spanish-language website offers a 
vast amount of information that is 
useful to people whose first language 
is Spanish.

The www.segurosocial.gov 
website features more than 100 
Spanish public information 
pamphlets, leaflets, and fact sheets. 
The website also lets visitors use 
benefit calculators, sign-up for direct 
deposit, and locate their nearest 
Social Security office.

But one of the best features of the 
site is the new Spanish-language 
Retirement Estimator located at 
www.segurosocial.gov/calculador. 
The Retirement Estimator allows 

Spanish is our second language
visitors to receive an instant, 
personalized estimate of future 
retirement benefits. And what’s 
better, visitors can try out different 
scenarios to see how they would 
change future benefits, like changing 
future wage estimates or retirement 
dates. It’s a great tool for planning 
for the future.

If you want to visit an office and 
speak with someone in Spanish, 
we do have interpreter services 
available in the event that there is not 
a Spanish-speaking representative 
working in the office. To learn 
about our interpreter services, visit 
www.socialsecurity.gov/espanol/
interpreter.htm.

In addition, our national toll-free 
number (1-800-772-1213) provides 
automated prompts in Spanish for 
all callers. Toward the beginning 
of the call, you will be asked to 
continue in English or Spanish; it’s 
as easy as that to get service in the 
language you’re most comfortable 
with.

So whether it is via the Internet, 
through face-to-face office visits, 
or over our national 800 number, 

Social Security remains committed 
to providing quality service to an 
increasingly more diverse American 
public.

This National Hispanic Heritage 
Month, visit www.segurosocial.gov 
to learn about Social Security in 
Spanish.

archives: www.wtxcc.com

Briefs
From Page 1

Street in Anthony, NM. 
In celebration of National 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
you will learn the historical 
importance of the Cochineal, 
a little bug in Mexico that 
provides the glorious scarlet 
red for dye. Using ‘dot 
sticks’ participants will paint 
their own design patterned 
on salvaged 6” by 6” terra 
cotta tiles with the color red 
being a predominate color. 
Participants must bring a 
penny, nickel, dime and 
quarter to use as templates. 
Other templates will be 
provided. The workshop will 
be led by local artist Sharon 
“Aggie” Rhine. Space is 
limited to 15 participants. To 
register for the free workshop 
call Adriana Rojas at (575) 
882-5556.

– Mary Carter

Social Security Q&A By Ray Vigil

There are a number of people who choose to live their retirement 
years in places outside of the United States. Perhaps retirement in 
Thailand or Portugal is in your plans. Maybe you plan to split your 
year between Central Europe and Central Asia. In many cases, it’s 
still possible to receive your retirement benefits while living abroad. 
Our website can help you navigate your benefit eligibility while 
living overseas.

If you’ve worked in both the United States and another country, 
it may be possible for your credits to combine for a larger benefit. 
Currently, there are 25 countries with such international agreements 
with the United States. To find out if you have qualifying work in 
a country with such an agreement, visit www.socialsecurity.gov/
international. 

You can receive benefits in many countries. To find out 
whether you can receive your benefits in the country where you 
are retiring, you should use our Payments Abroad Screening 
Tool at www.socialsecurity.gov/international/payments_
outsideUS_page10.html. 

There are easy ways to get in touch with us and report changes 
to Social Security if you live overseas. You can contact your local 
U.S. embassy, write to us by mail, or call us at 1-800-772-1213. You 
can find other information in regards to living overseas at www.
socialsecurity.gov/foreign.

__________________________________________________

For more information on any of the article above, visit our website 
at www.socialsecurity.gov or call us at 1-800-772-1213. If you have 
any questions that you would like to have answered, please mail 
them to the Social Security Office, 11111 Gateway West, Attn: Ray 
Vigil, El Paso, Texas 79935.

What you need to know about 
getting benefits out of country


